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INTRODUCTION. 

The utility and importance of an accurate Qazet- 
teer of Illinois to every class of citizens within the 
state, and to all other persons who desire full and par- 
ticular information, are too obvious to need proof. 

The first edition of this work was undertaken by 
the author more than four years since, at the sugges- 
tion and request of many of his fellow citizens, some 
of whom filled distinguished posts of honor in the 
state and nation. Four thousand two hundred copies 
of it were published by R. Goudy of Jacksonville, 
Illinois, a due proportion of which were sent to other 
states, and have been extensively circulated. 

In comply^pg with the call for a new edition, it 
became necessary to make an entire revision of the 
work and add much new matter — so rapid had been 
the changes and the progress of this state in three 

years. Ten new countiesTiave been organised — 

» 
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VI INTRODUCTION. 

Boone, Cass^ Kane, Livingston, McHenry, Ogle/ 
Stephenson, Whiteside, Will, and Winnebago— and 
a large addition to the descriptive list of names in 
part third. 

No state in the '^ Great West" has attracted so 
much attention, and elicited so many enquiries from 
those who desire to avail themselves of the advantages 
of a settlement in a new and rising country, as that of 
Illinois; and none is filling up so rapidly with an emi- 
grating population from all parts of the United States, 
and several kingdoms of Europe. Consequendy, the 
call for correct information of all portions of the state 
has become pressing. 

In preparing this wock with special reference to 
to this call, the author has kept one point constantly 
in view. Accuracy of description, or a registry of 
facts and things as they actually exist in every part of 
the State, has been a paramount object. How far he 
has succeeded will be submitted to the judgment of 
liis fellow citizens in each county. That no imper- 
fections or inaccuracies exist in the work, the author 
is not vain enough to imagine; but that as a whole, 
or as to its parts, it is sUftciently accurate for all use- 
Digitized by y^OOOiC 



INTRODUCTION. VU 

fill purposes, yfiU. appear on reference to the labor 
bestowed to obtain correct information of every spot 
he attempts to- describe. 

To the facts and observations of many years' resi- 
dence in the state^ and traveling in all the older settle- 
mentSy of which record' was^ made for his own use» 
and that of his immediate friends, may be added the 
following facilities for gaining correct topographical 
and historical information. 

» 
In the winter of 1882, '33, the author spent several 
weeks at Vandalia, during the session of the legisla- 
ture, where the principal part of the work was writ- 
ten. Access was had through the polite attention of 
the governor, secretary of state, auditor, and other 
public officers, to all the public documents, state re- 
cords, and journals. Both houses of the legislature, 
with equal liberality, granted a copy of the laws and 
journals of that body, and likewise, (if duplicates ex- 
isted,) copies of all preceding laws, journals, and 
printed documents, of the territorial and state govern- 
ments. These were carefully examined, and from 
them much valuable information obtained. 
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VUl INt%ODUCnON. 

Personal intereoarsd wa6 tiso had with the memben 
of the le^latare and other gentlemen, from each 
county, and from that source many of the facts in the 
general description of the counties in Part Second, and 
the particulars of each place in Part Third, were ob- 
tained. The coarse of the author was, to spend two 
or three honrs each evening with gentlemen from a 
county, who were well acquainted with every part, 
and write a brief sketch of the same. 

These were drawn off in proper order the next day, 
and, in many instances, submitted to the same persons 
for inspection and revision. All the items for one coun- 
ty were thus finished before entering upon a survey 
of another. 

By this method, no creek, prairie, or settlement, 
known by name amongst tl^ people, would escape 
notice, and accuracy of description would be attained. 

These accounts were then collated with the state- 
ments received from other sources, and from the au- 
thor's own notes of observation. 

The same mode, including a more extensive cor- 
respondence with postmasters, and other gentlemen 
of intelligence in every county, has been pursued, to- 

9 
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INTRODUCTION. IX 

gether with a large stock of information gained while 
compiling with another gentleman, a " New Section' 
al M(q) of lUirms^'' published in New-York by J. 
H. Colton. 

No small pains have been taken to obtain the latest 
information, especially from the recently organised 
counties in the north, where new settlements are made 
every month, and villages spring up as the growth of 
a summer. Still^ some settlements, planted within 
the present year, may not have come to the author's 
knowledge. 

It would be rather invidious to name individuals 
from whom the author has received aid in this work, 
and to whom he is desiroua of returning his humble 
and grateful acknowledgements. ^ To the officers of 
state, the members of the legislature, postmasters, and 
other citizens, his thanks are due. Much of the real 
value of the work is from information they imparted, 
or from documents and records over which they had 
legal control. 

The Appendix of the former volume containing a 
brief Gazetteer of the Wisconsin Territory has been 
left out of this work. That territory, having an orga- 
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nised goteroaietit, and a gn^t increase of its popala- 
tiODy coanttes, setdements, etc. sbooM have a Gazet- 
teer ot ito own. Fbr this parpose the author i^ aiming 
to collect materials. 

It has caosed the author no smaH titrable to 6ethAe 
upon the oHhography of proper names. Many of 
those found in tins work have never been published to 
any extent, so as to become settled in orthography. 
In ofiering new names to the public it is desirable the 
spelling should conform to the pronunciation. While 
the author does not feel authorised to make innova- 
tions upon established usages, he is willing to contri- 
bute his humble mite to improve the orthography of 
the language, where custom has not fixed it. 

Many aboriginal names in the west were first writ- 
ten in French, and after by persons of very inferior 
literary attainments. Some of these have already un- 
dergone changes. Thus we have Wabash for Ou- 
bache, — ^Washitau for Ouchitta: and for similar rea- 
sons we ought to write Wisconsin for Ouisconsin, — 
Mackinau for Michilioiacinac, — Merodosia for Ma- 
lais d'Ogee, etc. 

Such aboriginal names as have notbeen printed, the 

Digitized by \^00Q[C 



INTRODUCTION. XI 

author ba^ spelled according to the pronunciation, and 
for the correctness of this he has relied upon informa- 
tion of persons accustomed to hear the sounds ex- 
pressed by natives. 

After all, several discrepancies will be discovered 
in different parts of the work. 

In sucb names as have the French or broad sound of 
a, he has preferred the termination of ou to aw. The 
exceptions are in Wabash and a few others, where the 
a is sanctioned by custom, and the sound generally 
understood. 

Rock Spring, {lUinoii,) May, 1837. 
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PART FIRST. 

GENERAL VIEW OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

SittUition, Boundaries and Extent — ^Face of the Country, and 
Qualities of Soil. — ^Rivers and Lakes.— Mineral, Animal, and 
Vegetable Prodoctions.-'^Manuiaetares.*— Natural Curiosities, 
and Antiqtuties. — Clittateand Healtfk— <)avU Divisions^-43ov- 
eninieDt^--£diication.-— 'BeligMHii DeaominatioiM»-— PakUo 
Lands^f— Flans of lutemal loiprofeiiieBt-^istory.— Miscel- 
laneous Remarkj^ 

BITITATlMr, BOOllDAiaUf AHD smilT. 

Thr State of Illinois is sitaated between 37 and 49 
degrees, 30 minutes, north latitude, and between 10 de- 
crees, 25 minutes, and 14 degrees, 30 minutes, west 
longitude from Washington city. It is bounded on the 
north by Wisconsin territory, north east by Lake Mi- 
chigan, east by Indiana, south east and south by Kentucky, 
and west by the state of Missouri, and Territory of 
Wisconsin. 

Its extreme length is 360 miles, and its extreme width, 
220 miles; — its -average width, 150 miles. The area of 
the whole state, including the portion of lake Michigan 
within its boundaries, is 59,300 square miles. 

lliis result has been obtained after a careful estimate 
of the surveyed portions in the land districts, and calou- 
latifig the remainder by its medium length and breadth. 
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2 A GAZCTTSEK 

Hie exact length of its nortbern portion is 
tained from the eondnoation of the fourth principal 
meridian, from the Ticinity of Rock river to the north- 
em boondarj. The exact lensfth of the northern boond- 
aiy from the Mississippi at the northwestern comer of 
the stale, to lake Michigan, is 144 1-3 miles. The eastern 
bonndaij leaves nhe Wabash rlrer at a point about €0 
miles north of Yincennes, and continoes doe north to 
the northern boondarj of Indiana. The northem boondarj 
line extends into the middle of lake Michigan. 

The act of Congress anthorising the people of Dlinois 
to form a state gOTerament, and tl^ cooTcntion in framing 
the coostitntioo, described the following as the boundaries 
of the state. 

** Beginning at the mouth of the Wabash rirer, ^Mnee 
np the same, and with the line of Indiana, to the north 
westem eomer of said state; tktmee emd wiik tie £me of 
iU wamt wtmU^ to the miMlroflmkr Mifkigam,- thence north 
along the middle of said lake, to north latitude 43 degrees 
and 30 minutes; thence west to the middle of the Mis- 
sissippi river; and thence down aloo^ the middle of that 
river to its cooflnence with the Ob:o river; and thence 
np the latter river along its northwestern shore to thn 
begifining.** 

Within Aese described boundaries, allowing far the 
curves of the rivers, are not lees than 59,300 square miles 
<» 37,958,000 acres. 

The water area of the stale isconputed at3,750 square 
mUes as fdlows: 

Lake Michigan ^750 

One half of the Mississippi, for 700 miles, in- 
cluding its meanderings, at the ordinarj 

stage of water 350 

Half of the Wabash river . 50 

Estimates fcf small lakes, poods, and rivers 
within the state 600 

3.750 
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With this deduct 5,550 sanare miles for irreclaimable 
wastes, and there is left, in Illinois, 50,000 sqoare miles 
or 33 millions of acres of arable land. In this estimate, 
inundated lands, submerged by high waters, bat which 
may be reclaimed at a mcxlerate expense are inelnded. 



rACC OP THE COUNTRT, AND QUALITICS OP SOIL. 

TuR general surface is level, or moderately unda- 
lating, the northern and southern portions are broken* 
and somewhat hilly, but no portion of the state is tra- 
▼erspd with ranges of hills or mountains. At the verge 
of the alluvial soil on the margins of rivers, there are 
ranges of ** bluffs" intersected with ravines. The bluffs 
are usually from fifty to one hundred and fifty feet high* 
where an extended surface of table land commences, 
covered with prairies and forest of various shapes and 
sizes. 

When examined minutely, there are several varieties 
in the surface of this state which will be briefly specified 
and described. 

1. Inundated Lands. I apply this term to all those 
portions, which, for 8ome part of the year, are under 
water. These include portions of the river bottoms, and 
portions of the interior of large prairies, with the lakes 
and ponds which, for half the year or more, are without 
water. The term " bottom" is used throughout the west 
to denote the alluvial soil on the margin of rivers, usually 
called "intervals," in New England. Portions of this 
description of land are flowed for a longer or shorter 
period, when the rivers are full. Probably one tenth of 
the bottom lands are of this description; for though the 
water may not stand for any length of time, it prevents 
settlement and cultivation, though it does not interrupt the 
growth of timber and vegetation. These tracts are on 
the bottoms of the Wabash, Ohio, Mississippi, Illinois, 
and all the interior rivers. 
When the rivers rise above their ordinary height, the 
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lof tlM nnlkr straaiBS wUck are tockwi «p 
the fkesbeU of the fonwr, break over tkeir baaks. 



eover all the low grooada. Here thej ataad for a few 
4a/a, or fer laaaj weeks, eapecially towaids the hlB&; 
lor ii ia a stnkiag htL ia the geology of the weatetm 
coaa^, that aU the riTer bottoaia are higher ob the 
of the atreams thaa at some distaace 



WheaeYcr iacreaae of pMlatioa ^all create a 
lor this spe^ea of aoU, the bmsI of it caa be reclaiaMd 
at eompantiTdy sanll czpease. Its fertilitj will (e 
laeThaastihlr, and if the waten from the nwen eonld be 
ahol oot bj djkea or leveea, the aoil woald be perfeeil j 
" tof 1 .... 



dry. Moat of the small lakea ea the 
disappear ia Ae sammrrj and leavead^Kieitof regeiabie 
matter oadergung deeomposition, or a laxanant eoat ef 
weedaand ^ma. 

As oar pnuiea mostly lie between the streams Aat dram 
the cooatiTythe interior of the hige onea is asaally levd. 
Here are mimed aamll ponda and lakea afker the wiatar 
and npamg lains, whidi reasain to be drawn off by efapo- 
laiion, or abeoriied by the amL Hence the middle of oar 
large, levd piairiea are wet, and for serenl weeks por- 
tions of them are covered with water. To rearedy this 
inconreaienee compl^ely, and tender all thia portioB of 
soil dry and prodoctive, only reqoirea a ditch or diaia of 
two or three feet de«^ to be cat iato the nearest nviae. 
Ia nmay iastancea a siagle feirow with the jfioo^k^ woald 
drain many acres. At preaeat this species of mandated 
lead oflere no iaconrenieace to the people, exc^t ia the 
prodnction of nmsm, and even that, pofaapa, becoaies too 
moeh dilated with die atmo^h^e to prodoce mischirf 
before it reachea the srttlements on the borden of the 
prairie. Hence the inference is correct that oor iniinda- 
ted lands present fewer obstacles to die settlement and 
growth of the conntiy, and can be reclaimed at nach 
less expense, than the swamps and salt marshes of the 
Atlantic states. 
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RITER B0TT0H9, OB ALLUTION. 

Thb sarface of oar alluvial bottoms is not entirely 
level. In some places it resembles alternate waves of 
the ocean, ami looks as thoagh the waters had left their 
deposit in ridges, and retired. 

The portion of bottom land capable of present cnltiva- 
tton, and on which the waters never stand, if, at an ez« 
treme freshet, it is covered, is a soil of exhanstless fer- 
tility; a soil that for ages past has been gradnally deposit- 
ed by the annual floods. Its average depth on the Ameri- 
can bottom is from twenty to twenty-five feet. Logs of 
wood, and other indications, are foand at that depth. The 
soil dug from wells on these bottoms, produces luxuriant- 
ly the first ySar. 

The most extensive and fertile tract, of this descrip- 
tion of soil, in this state, is the American Bottom^ a name 
it received when it constituted the western boundary of 
the United States, and which it has retained ever since. 
It commences at the month of the Kaskaskia river, five 
miles below the town of Kaskaskia, and extends north- 
wardly along the Mississippi to the bluffs at Alton, a dis- 
tance of ninety miles. Its average width is five miles, and 
contains about 450 square miles, or $}88,000 acres. Op- 
posite St. Louis, in St. Clair county, the bluffs are seven 
miles from the river, and filled with inexhaustible beds of 
coal. The soil of this bottom is an argillaceous or a sili- 
cious loam, accordingly as day or sand happens to pre- 
dominate in its formation. 

On the margin of the river, and, of some of its lakes, is 
a strip of heavy timber, with a thick undergrowth, which 
extends from half a mile to two miles in width, but from 
thence to the bluffs, it is principally prairie. It is inter- 
spersed with sloughs, lakes, and ponds, the most of which 
become dry in the fall season. 

The soil of the American bottom is inexhaustibly rich. 
About the French towns it has been cultivated, and pro- 
duced corn in succession for more than a century, w'ithoui 
1» 
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riisftrtUimf powm. The oaly obfaetkNi tkaft 
caa be oDeved to tkb tmet is its ■■haslthy ebinetar. 
This, hovefcr, kas dinioidied eaanieiMj witlua eigkt 
ortMywa. The geolsgicsl feafre nticsd is the Imt 
tide fhit an oer Mftoeie are higher en the wmtpm of 
the straam thae towatOs the Uois, ezpbiae the 
whj ao araeh staadiag wata ia ea the bottea 
which, daiiaf the aaiaBr etagaatea aad thrave < 
loaa cOaTia. Theee lakea are aaaally foil of fCfitihIa 
natter aadeijpMBff deeonpesitioa, and which p red a caa 
laifa yaatitiea et niiiaai. SeaM of the lakea are ciear 
aod of a aaad J hotteai, hat the aioet are of a diflanat ^a- 
laeter. The r re a c h se ttle d aear a lake or a river, appa- 
■aallj ia the reosi aahealthy plaeaa, aad jet theb coaeti 
tatioaa are little a^Kted, aad they aaaally eajoy good 
health, thoagh dwarfish and shriTelled ia their foni aad 



«*The Tillagea of ¥aski^ia, Pnirie da Roches, Mid 
Cshokis, were beilt op by tkeir iadastry ia placss wkere 
Areeriflaaa woald have pmshfri CiUtiTatioa has, ao 
doabt, readered this tract reore salabrioas thaa Ibnaer- 
Iji aad aa iacwass of it, togiether arith the coastiae- 
tioa of diaias aad caaals, will anke it oae of the areat 
eligible ia the st^ss. The M ishabitaats adviss the erei- 
gnats aot to ^aat eon ia the UBBMdiate Tidaity of their 
dwellinga, as its rich aad reassy foliage pravcata the aaa 
from dispelliag the dideterioas ▼apoark'** 

These lakea and poads coald be draioed at a sanll-ex* 
pease, sod the soil woald be soseeplible of caltivatioo. 
The eariy settleaKots of the Aiaeneaas were either oa 
this bottMB, or the eoatisooos blaflb. 

Beside the AsMrieaa bottooi, there are othere that le- 
aeariile it ia its geac«al character, bat not in exteat. la 
UnioB coanty ttoe is aa exteasiTe bottom oa the boidere 
of the MiasisBippL Above the month of the lUiaois, sod 
along the borden of the eooaties of Calhoaa, Pike, and 
Adaats, there is a series of bottoois, with laach good mod 



BedL. 



,y Google 



QIW ILLINOIS* 7 

eleTftCed land, but the inundated grounds around, present 
(Ejections to a dense population at present 

The bottoms of Illinois, where not inundated, are equal 
in fertilitj, and the soil is less adhesive than most parts 
of the American bottom. This is likewise the character 
of the bottoms in the northern parts of the state. 

The bottoms of the Kaskaskia are generally coYered 
with a heavy growth of timber, and in many places inun- 
dated when the river is at its highest floods. 

The ext^sive prairies adjoining will create a demand 
for, all this timber. The bottom lands on the Wabash 
are of yarious qualities. Near the mouth, much of it is 
inundated. Higher up it overflows in high freshets. 

These bottoms, especially the American, are the best 
legions in the United States for raising stock, particular- 
ly horses, cattle, and swine. Seventy-nve bushels of com 
to the acre is an ordinary crop. The roots and worms of 
the soil, the acorns and other fruits from the trees, and the 
fish of the lakes, accelerate the growth of swine. Horses 
and cattle find exhaustless supplies of grass in the prai- 
ries; and pea vines, bnffalo grass, wild oats, and other 
herbage in the timber, for summer range; and often 
throughout most of the winter. In all the rush bottoms, 
they fatten during the severe weather on rashes. The 
bottom soil is not so well adapted to the production of 
small grain, as of maize or Indian corn, on account of its 
rank growth, and being more subject to blast or fall down 
before haryest, than on the uplands. 

3. Prairies. A larj^e part, probably two-thirds of the 
surface of the state, is covered with prairies. A com- 
mon error has prevailed abroad that our prairie land is 
wet. Much of it is undulating and entirely dry. Prairit 
is a French word, signifying meadow^ and is applied to 
any description of surface, that is destitute of timber 
and brushwood, and clothed with grass. Wet, dry, level, 
and undulating, are terms of description merely, and ap- 
ply to prairies in the same sense as they do to forest 
lands. 

litvel prairie is sometimes wet, the water not runniiig 
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off freely it left to lie absorbed by tbe soil, or evsponted 
by tbe son* Crawfisb tbrow op tbeir hillocks is tbis 
soil, sod tbe Cuiser who coltivstes it, will fisd his labors 
impeded by the water. 

Is the soatbern part, that is, sooth of tbe Batiooa] road 
leading fnm Terre Haste to the Mississippi, the prairiea 
are eonnparatiTely sasll, varying ia sixe from those of 
sercral miles ia width, to those whieh eoatain only a few 
acres. As we go northward, they widea and extend oa 
the aMMO derated groand between the wato- eoorses to a 
▼asi distance, -and are freqneotly from six to twelTe sulea 
in width. Their borders are by no awaas nniform. Lon^ 
poiats of tiadier project into the prairies, and line the 
bank^ of tbe stresau, and points of prairie pn^ect isto 
tbe timber bet w een these streams. Ia many instances 
are copses and gtores of timber, from one hundred to two 
thoosand acres, in the midst of prairies, like islands ia 
the ocean. This ij a commoa featare ia the conatry be- 
tweea the Sangamm river and lake Michigan, and in the 
aorthera parts of the slate. Tbe lead nunc region, botk 
in this state and the Wisconsin tenitory, aboaads aritk 
these grores. 

The sr^ia of these prairies has canned mach speeala- 
tioa. We might as well dispate aboat the origin of 
forests, apon the assamptioa that the nataral covering 
of the earth aras grass. Probably one half of the earth*a 
sarbce, ia a state of natare, aras pniries or barreas. 
Moch of it, like oor westera prairies, aras corersd aritk 
a loxariaat coat of grass aad bobage. Themli^ppet of 
Tartary, the pmmpoM of Sooth America, tbe ■s ss w a st of 
tbe soatbern, and \hepmiru» of the western sutes, desi^ 
Bate similar tracts of coostry. Mesdpotamia, Syria, and 
Jodea had their ancient prairies, on which the patriarchs 
fed their flocks. Missionaries in Bonnab, and travellera 
in the interior of Africa, meotioc tbe same descripdoo of 
coQOtry. Where the tough sward of the prairie is once 
Ibrmed, timber will bot uke root. Destroy this by the 
ploagb, or by any other method, and it is soon converted 
into Ibiest land. There are large tracts of coaotiy in the 
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older setUemento, where^ thirty or forty years since, the 
farmers mowed their hay« that are now ooYered with a 
forest of yoang timber of rapid growth. 

The fire annually sweeps oyer the prairies, destroying 
the grass and herbage, blackening the surface, and leav- 
ing a deposit of ashes to enrich the soil. 

4. Barrens. This term, in the western dialect, doea 
not indicate j9oor Umd^ bat a species of sorfaoe of a mixed 
character, nnitincr forest and prairie. These are called 
*l0penings" in Michigan. 

The timber is generally scattering, of aroagh and stunt- 
ed appearance, interspersed with patches of hasle and 
brushwood, and where the contest between the fire and 
timber is kept up, each striWnflr for the mastery. 

In the early settlements of Kentucky, much of the 
country below and south of Green river presented a 
dwarfish and stunted growth of timber, scattered over the 
sorfaee, or collected in clumps, with hazle and shrubbery 
intermixed. This appearance led the first explorers to 
the inference that the soil itself must necessarily be poor, 
to produce so scanty a growth of timber, and they save 
the name of barrms to the whole tract of country. Lonff 
since it has been ascertained that this description of land 
is amongst the most productive soil in the state. The 
term barret^ has since received a very extensive applica- 
tion throughout the west. Like all other tracU of country, 
the barrens present a considerable diversity of soil. In 
general, however, the surface is more uneven or rollingr 
than the prairies, and sooner degenerates into ravines and 
sink-holes. Wherever timber barely sufiicientfor present 
purposes can be found, a person need; not hesitate to settle 
in tne barrens. These tracts are almost invariably healthy; 
they possess a ffreater abundance of pure springs of water, 
and the soil is better adapted for all kinds of produce, and 
all descriptions of seasons, wet and dry, than the deeper 
and richer mould of the bottoms and prairies. 

When the fires are stopped, these barrens produce 
timber, at a rate of which no northern emigrant can have 
any just conception. Dwarfish shrubs andsmall trees of 
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oak and biekofj are seattered orer the aarfaoe, wbeiv 
fat jea?8 they hare eooteoded with the fires for a pre- 
carioaa existence, while a mass of roots, soflicient for 
the sopport of large trees; hsTe aceomalated in the earth. 
Soon as thej are protected from the laTages of the anooal 
fires, the more thrifty sproots shoot forth, and in ten years 
are large enough for corn cribs and stables. 

As the fires on the prairies become stopped by the sor- 
roonding settlements, and the wild grass is eaten oat 
and trodden down by the stock, they begin to assome 
the dmraeter of barrens; first hazle and other shrnbs, aod 
finally a thicket of yoong timber, covere the sorface. 

5. Fhralf or timbered land. In general, Illinois is 
abundantly sepplied with timber, aind were it eqoally 
dislribated through the state there would be no pait 
wanting. The apparent searci^ of timber where the 
prairie predominate is not so great an obstacle to the 
settlement as has been suppose Por many of the par- 
poses to which timber is applied, snbstitates are found. 
The rapidi^ with which the yoang growth pushes itself 
forward, without a single effort on the part of man to 
accelerate it, and the readiness orith which the prairie 
becomes converted into thickets, and then into a forest 
of young timber, shows that, in another generetion, tim- 
ber will not be wanting in any part of Dliaois. 

The kinds of timber most abundant are oaks of Tarions 

rsies, black and white walnut, ash of seTeral kinds, 
, sugar maple, honey locust, hackberry, linden, hic- 
kory, cotton wood, pecann, mulberry, bndEeye, syca- 
more, wild cherry, box eld^, sassafras, and penimmon. 
In the southern and eastern parts of the state are yellow 
poplar, and beech; near the Ohio are cypress, and in 
sereral counties are clumps of yellow pine and cedar. 
The undergrowth are redbud, papaw, sumach, plum, crab 
apple, grape Tines, dogwood, spice bush, green brier, 
baale, &c 

The alluTial soil of the rivere produces cotton wood and 
sycamore timber of amazing size. 

For ordinary puiposes there is now timber enough in 
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most parts of the state, to say nothing about the artificial 
prodaction of timber, which may be effected with little 
trouble and expense. The black locnst, a native of Ohio 
and Kentucky, may be raffed from the seed, with less 
labour than a nursery of apple trees. It is of rapid 
growth, and as a valuable and lasting timber, claims the 
attention of our farmers. It forms one of the cleanliest 
and most beautiful shades, and when in blossom, gives 
a rich prospect, and sends abroad a delicious fragrance. 
. 6. Knobs^ Bluffs^ JRavinea, and Sinh-hoUa. Under these 
heads are included tracts of uneven country found in va- 
rious parts of the state. 

£nob» are ridges of flint limestone, intermingled and 
covered with earth, and elevated one or two hundred feet 
above the common surface. This species of land is of 
little value for cultivation, and usually has a sprinkling 
of dwarfish, stunted timber, like the barrens. 

The steep hills and natural mounds that border the al- 
luvions have obtained the name of bluffs. Some are in 
long, parallel ridges, others are in the form of cones and 
pyramids. In some places precipices of limestone rock, 
from fifty to one or two hundred feet high, form these 
bluffs. 

Bavinet are formed amongst the bluff's, and often near 
the borders of prairies, which lead down to the streams. 

Sink-holes are circular depressions in the surface like 
a basin. They are of various sizes, from ten to fifty iieet 
deep, and from ten to one or two hundred yards in cir- 
cumference. Frequently they contain an outlet for the 
water received by the rains. Their existence shows 
that the subtratum is secondary limestone, abounding in 
subterraneous cavities. 

There are but few tracts of atony ground in the state; 
that is, where loose stones are scattered over the surface, 
and imbedded in the soil. Towards the northern part of 
the state, tracts of stony ground exist. Quarries of stone 
exist in the bluffs, and in the banks of the streams and 
ravines throughout the state. 

The soil is porous, easy to cultivate, and exceedingly 
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prodwtm. A lU OB g fmm i» re yir ed to hntik mp tfc^ 
pniiies, on aeeoant of the ino, gnt^ snui whiek 
eofen thi. Bat wken nbdoed tiiey beeoaio iae, t 
Uelaoda. 



This sUdo is booaded OS AreesMeo br tlie ] 
Ohio, sod Waboshmeis. TheDlioois,] 
casMPB, sod iMaj nnller stiessM sre ontmly witfaio its 
EoaDdsries. Others, as the Kaokskee, Roek liTer, sad 
Vensillioo of the Waheri^ nm put of ttiw eouse wbh- 



The Mi I M S wjni i, which, is its aw DJe ii sgs, ros t 
700 anles aloog its westers hovder,takesitsnwiol 
lake, is latitode 45 degrees ootth. 

Fnw this to Ae frUs of Sc AsdMHj, m dislutt of 
tvo hosdied BHles, ft nnis a devises eooise, ffst 
thee soethwest; ssd, isaUy, ssotlMsst Mts( 
whieh kst it costimes without maeh deviatios toll il 
isaches the MinssiL Fkosi thesee its eooise is a few 
dnriees cast of sooth to the SMoth of the Ohio. 
The s|ipenaMe asd chaiaeter of dw Bfississipm, shove 
hdow Ao M osth of the Missosri, are ao distiBelly 
~ as to leod to Ao gesMs l opimoa tittt Ao fonacr 
is h«t a breKh of the latter. The avenge width of the 
Miasiiidppi proper, is from eae hslf to oee mile; sad its 
earreai geaua lly is firoai two to fber ttites aa hoor, vaij* 



iog aecofdiag to the height aad volame of the 
The Bcaa deseeat of tlus river is shoot six iaches per 
mile. Its soorees are estimated bj Mr. Schoolcraft to 
he 1,330 feet above the lev^ of tide water at the galf of 
MevJco; the distaoee beiD^ compoted at 3,000 miles. 
Below die month of tlie Missoori, the w^er of the Mis- 
sissippi has the tarlHd appearance of the Missoeri, asd 
was formerly obstiocted with smags sod amajfers. These 
obstroctioos to the oavigatioB have bees partially remov- 
ed by the ealerprisiDg Csptaia Sbreve and his soag beat, 
in the employment m the geooal government, and the 
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tre^s that fonn these obstnietions have been cot away 
from its banks. 

The pnncif>al tributaries of the Mississippi^ within the 
state of Illinois, are Rock, Illinois, Kaskaskia and Muddy 
rivers. The aboriginal name is said to signiff *^ Fathom 
of maers,'' or " Great Waters.'* 

The Ohio river, which washes the southern boundary 
of Illinois, is formed by the junction of the Allegheny and 
Monongahela rivers at Pittsburgh, and after running a 
southwestern course 1,100 miles, unites with the Mis* 
sissippi at the extreme south end of the state. At the 
confluence of these rivers, as is the case with most other 
rivers in the west, there is an extensive and recently 
formed alluvion. Below the month of the Wabash, no 
large streams enter the Ohio from Illinois. Saline, Big 
Bay, and Cash are the largest. 

The Wabash river rises in the northeastern part of In- 
diana, and running first a southwestern, and then a south 
coarse, it enters the Ohio about 200 miles above its mouth 
It is a beautiful stream, and at high water is navigated 
by steam boats as far as Logansnort in Indiana. Its head 
waters approach within a short distance of the waters of 
the Maumee of Lake Erie, with which a canal navigation 
is now being constructed uAder the authority of the state 
c^ Indiana. 

About twenty miles below Vincennes, and near the 
junction of White river, are considerable rapids, which 
ob^tonct the. navigation in low water. Funds in part 
have been provided and measures' are in train by the 
two states to improve the navisration at th^s place. The 
character of the lands and soil bordering on the Wabash 
does not differ materially from that on the Ohio and 
Mississippi; only there is more sandy soil, and its hot- 
toms are more subject to inundation. In this region, 
and especially in Lawrence and Crawford counties, there 
are some swamps, called by travellers tmr^o/me^. 

The principal tributaries of the Wabash within the 
state of JlHnois, are the Vermillion, Embarrass, and 
i Little Wabash rivers. 

I ' 
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The niioois, Kaskaskia, Rock, and other livcfa whkm 
the state will be described onder their 'fespeetive laipa 
io the third part of this work. Z«fe Ifidb^sK is the oalj 
lake desNTio^ special notice. There are sereral other 
lakes ia diffeieiit parts of the state, hat thc^ are Mill aad 
aoimportant, and rather deserve the Bame of ponds. A 
portion of lake Miebigan is iacloded within the honndaiies 
of the state, and affords a medinoi of commonicat i on with 
the northern states and Canada. It is ahoot S80 mUtm 
loo|r aod its Bediofli width is aboot 60 miles. Ahoot iAj 
fire miles of its soathweston border is in Illin<HS. Im 
waters are cool and clear, and itaffords fine oaTigation lor 
achoooers and steamboau for aboot eight months in the 
year. The plan of a canal to coboect its commerce with 
the narigahle wat^s of the Ulinois will be foond 
die head of ^Pikmf of hdemmlLi^rmemtemU** 



These are natorally classed into amow^ 

Mimermk. The northern portion of Illinois is in^- 
haastibly rich in mineral prodnctiona, while coal, ae- 
condary limestone, and sandstone, are foond ia oTeij 
part. 

Iron ore has been foond in the sonthem parts of the 
state, and is said to exist in coosiderable qaantaties in 
die northern parts. 

Native copper in saaall qoantities has been found cm 
Moddy riTcr, in Jackson ccNinty, and back of Harriaon- 
Tille, in the bloffs of Monroe coon^. One mass weigh- 
ing aeven poonds was found detached at the latter 
place. A shaft was sank fortj feet deep in 1817, in 
search of this metal, hot withoot soccess. Red oxide 
of iron and oxide of copper were dog oou Crystalliaed 
gypsam has been foond in small qoantities in Su Clair 
coooty. Qoartx ciystals exist in Gallatin coon^. 

JSilY« is sopposed to exist in Su Clair coonty, two 
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miles from Rock Springs, from whence SiWer Creek de* 
rives its name. In the early times, by the French, a 
•haft was sunk here, and tradition tells of larffe qnan- 
tities of the precious metal being obtained. In 1838, 
many persons in this vicinity commenced digging, and 
began to dream of immense fortunes, which however 
▼anished during the following winter. They dog up 
considerable quantities of home blende, the shining specula 
of which were mistaken for silver. 

In the southern part of the state several sections of 
laiui have been reserved from sale, on account of the 
silver ore they are supposed to contain. Marble ef a fina 
quality is found in Randolph county. 

Lead is found in vast quantities in the northern part 
of Illinois, and the adjacent territory. Here are the 
richest lead mines hitherto discovered on the gXohe. 
This portion of country lies principally north of Rock 
river south of the Wisconsin river. Dubuque's, and 
other rich mines, are west of the Mississippi. 

Native copper, in large quantities, exists in this re- 

fion, especially at the mouth of Plum creek, and on the 
*eekatonakee, marked on the map, above Rock rivery 
which puts into the Mississippi. Peekatonakee is a branch 
of Rock river. 



AM OVNT OF LEAD MANUrACTURBD* 

For many years Xhe Indians, and some of the Fl'enoh 
hunters and traders, had been accustomed to dig lead in 
these regions. They never penetrated much below the 
surface but obtained considerable quantities of the ore, 
which they sold to the traders. 

In 1823, the late Col. James Johnson, of Great Cross- 
ings, Ky. and brother to the Hon. R. M. Johnson, ob- 
tained a lease from the United States government, and 
made arrangements to prosecute the business of smelt- 
ing, with considerable force, which he did the following 
season. This attracted the attention of enterprising 
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men in Ulioois, M ttsoori, and other stetes. Some weal 
on ie 1836, BK>re followed io 1827, mod in 182B tbe eoae- 
tfj was almost literallj filled with mioeis, smeitefs, 
naiercfaaiits, epecalatore, gamblerst and every deacriptk;* 
of character. iBtelUgeoee, eoterprii«, aod Tiitoe, wen 
thrown in the midst of dissipation, earning, and every 
•pecies of vice. Such was the »owd of adTentaiera in 
1839, to this hitboto almoet unknown and desolale re- 
gion, that the lead business was greatly overdone, and 
the market for awhile nearly destroyed. Fortunes were 
made almost npon a torn of the spade, and lost witheqnal 
£Mility. The business has revived aiid is proneented to a 

Eeat extent. Exhanstless quantities of mineral exist 
re, over a tract of coon^ two hundred miles in extent. 
The following table shows the amount of lead made an- 
pnally at these diggings, from 1831, to September, 30^ 
1833. 



bs-of 


lead made firoi 


111831, to Sept. 1883, 


335,130 


Do. 


for the year ending SepL 30, 1834, 


175,830 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1835, 


664,530 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1836, 


958343 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1837, 


5,183,180 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1838, 


11,105,810 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1839, 


13,344,150 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1830, 


8,333,998 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1831, 


6,381,900 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1833, 


4,381376 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1833, 


7,941,793 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1834, 


7,971^79 


Do. 


do. 
Total, 


do. 


1835, 


3.754390 
70,431397 



The rent accruing to government for the same period, 
is a frac4ion short of six millions of pounds. 

Formerly the government received 10 per cent, in lead 
for rents. Now it is 6 per cent. 

A part of the Mineral land in the Wisconsin Territory 
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has been surrieyed and brought into market, which will 
add greatly to the stability and prosperity of the mining 
business. It is expected that the Mineral lands in Illi- 
nois will soon be in market. 

Coal Bituminous coal abounds in this state and may be 
found in nearly every county. It is frequently perceived 
without excavation in the ravines and at the points of 
bluffs. 

Exhaustless beds of this article exist in the bluffs ad- 
jacent to the American bottom in St. Clair county, of 
which large quantities are annually transported to St« 
Louis for fuel. 

A Rail Road is now constructing by a private company, 
from the bluffs to the ferry, six miles, for the purpose of 
transporting coal to St. Louis. 

A large vein of coal, several feet thick, and apparently 
exhaustless, has been struck in excavating the Illinois and 
Michigan canal, a few miles below Ottawa. 

A bed of JirUknteUt coal, it is said, has been discovered 
on Muddy river in Jackson county. 

Agatized Wood* A petrified tree, of black walnut, 
was found in the bed of the river Des Plaines, about forty 
rods above its junction with the Kankakee, imbedded in 
a horizontal position, in a stratum of sandstone. There 
is fifty-one and a half feet of the trunk visible — eighteen 
inches in diameter at its smallest end, and probably three 
feet at the other end. 

Muriate of Soda, or common salt. This is foiMid in 
Tarious parts of the state, held in solution in the springs. 
The manufacture of salt by boiling and evaporation is car- 
ried on in Gallatin county, twelve miles west- north-west 
from Shawneetown; in Jackson county, near Brownsvifle; 
and in Vermilion county, near Danville. The springs 
and land are owned by the state, and the works leased. 

A coarse freestone, much used in building, is dug from 
quarries near Alton, on the Mississippi, where large bodies 
exist. 

Scattered over the surface of our prairies, are large 
masses of rock, of granitic formation, roundish in form, 
2* 
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wmMy cdled hj the people **lod fMb.** They wiO 
wci^ from oee thoosend to tee or twelTe thoeffMrf 
poends, eed aie eniirriy deleched, eed frcqeeetlj aie 
ibaod eerersl milee diMut froei eey qeerrj. Nor hee 
thtie ever beea a qoanj of grmeile d iaco ^ ci e d m the 
Slate. Tbeee atoecs are deeoMin^ted hmfida-M ia aiae- 
lalofj. That thej exist ia ¥arioiis pans of Uiiaois is aa 
QDdoQbted trath; aad that tbej are of a species of gi»- 
■ile is eqoall J tnie, as I hare spedmeas to show. Thej 
asoallj Ue OB the sorfiwe, or are partiallj imbedded is 
the soil of oar prairiea, which is oaqaestioBahly of dil«- 
▼ial fonaatioa. How thej came here is a qaestkm ef 
difiealt solatioa. 



Widen are fimad ia difiiereat parti of A* 
stale. These are chiefly salphar spriags aad chalyheale 
watefs. There is smd to be oae well ia the aeathcva 
pan of the state stroeglj impremted with the salphala 
of magaeeia, or Epeom ealts, from which 
qaaatities have beea sMde for sale, bj simply t 
^ water, ia a kettle, over a ^-^fpmoi* fire. 

There are asrctal salphar apriags ia Jeflbrsoa eoaaty, 
to which pciaoaa resort for health. 

VegdMe PrmimtHmtM. The priacipal treea aad shreha 
of niioois have beea aolieed aader the head of **Fmrd 
or fim i end ImmdJ^ Of oaka there are sereial speeieB, as 
overcap, barr oak, swamp or water oak, white osk, red 
or spaaish oak, post oak, aad black oak of aereral Tario- 
ties, with the black jack, a dwaifish, kaaried lookiag tree* 
ezcelleat for fod, bet good for aothiag else. 

The Mack walaot is mach osed for boildiog materials 
aad eabiaet work, aad sastaias a fiae polish. 

Ia most pans of the state, grape riaes, iodigeoons 
to the eooatry, are aboodaat, which yield grapes thai 
might adraatageoesly be made ioto ezcelleat wiae. Fo- 
reigD Tines are saseeptible of easy caltivatioa. These 
are colarated to a coosidefab^e extent at Vevay, Swiiseiw 
lead coooty, lodiaoa, aad at New Haimooy oo the Wa- 
bash. The iadigeaoos Tioes are prolific, aad prodace 
excelleat frait They are foood ia ereiy Tariety of soil; 



,y Google 



or nxiNoi8« 10 

interwoyen ia every thicket in the prairies ssd barrens; 
and cUmbinor to the tops of the very hifjrhest trees on the 
bottoms. The French ia early times made so much wine 
as to export some to France; upon which the proper an- 
thorities prohibited the introduction of wiue from Illinois, 
lest jt might injure the sale of that staple article of the 
kingdom. I think the act was passed by the board of 
trade, in 1774. 

The editor of the Illinois Magazine remarks: ** We 
know one gentleman who made twenty-seven barrels of 
wine in a single season, from the grapes gathered with but 
little labor, in his immediate neighbourhood." 

Tiie wild plum is found in every part of the state; but 
in most instances the fruit is too sour for use, unless for 
preserves. Grab apples are equally prolific, and make 
fine preserves with about double their bulk of sugar. 
Wild cherries are equally productive. The persimmon is 
a delicious fruit, after the frost has destroyed its astrin- 
gent properties. The blaek mulberry grows in most 
parts, and is used for the feeding of silk worms witli sue- 
cess. They appear to thrive and spin as well as on the 
Italian ^ulberry. The gooseberry, strawberry, and black- 
berry grow wild and in great profusion. Of ourmits, the 
hickory, black walnut, and pecaun deserve notice. The 
last is an oblong, thin shelled, delicious nut, that grows 
on a large treo, a species of the hickory, (the Carya olivm 
fortnis of Nuttall.^ The paupaw grows in the bottoms, 
anii rich, timbered uplands, and produces a large, pulpy, 
and luscious fruit.. Of domestic fruits, the apple and 
peach are .chiefly cultivated. Pears are tolerably plenty 
4n the FreAch settlements, and quinces are cultivated with 
success by some Americans. Apples are easily culti- 
vated, and are very productive. They can be made to 
bear fruit to considerable advantage in seven years from 
the seed. Many varieties are of fine flavor, and grow to 
a large size. I have measured apples, the growth of St. 
Clair county, that exceeded thirteen inches in circumfe- 
rence. Some of the early American settlers provided 
• orchaids. They now reap the advantages. But a large 
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liroportioo of the population of tiie frontiera are coat e iit 
withoat this iodispensabie article in the comlfnts of m 
jankee fanner. Cider is made in small qoantities in the 
old settlements. In a few years a supplj of this beTnage 
can be had in roost parts of Illinois. 

Peach trees grow with great rapidity, and decay pro- 
portiooably soon. From ten to fifteen years may be 
considered the life of this tree. Oor peachf^ are delicions, 
bat they sometimes fu\ by being destroyed in the gera 
by winter frosts. The bnd swelte prematurely. 

Gmrden Fegetablet can be prodoeed hoe in vast profe- 
sion, and of excellent qnality. 

That we have few of the elegant and well dressed gar- 
dens of gentlemen in the old sutes, is admitted; wbieh is 
not owing to climate, or soil, bat to the want of leiseie 
and I 



A cabbage head two or three feet in diameter inclndins 
the leaTes, is no wonder on this soil. Beets often exceeS 
twelve inches in circnmlerence. Parsnips will penetnts 
oer light, porous soil, to the depth of two or three feet. 

The et t Uiw a ied vegeUMt proimdwmM m the Jidd^ are 
maixe or Indian com, wheat, oats, barley, buckwheat, 
Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes, turnips, rye fsr horse 
fieed aind distilleries, tobacco, cotton, hemp, fax, the 
castor bean, and every other production common to the 
middle states. 

Maize is a staple prodoctlon. No farmer can live with- 
out it, and hundreds raise little else. This is chiefly owing 
to the ease with which it is cultiTsted. Its aTcrage y lelS 
is fif^ bushels to the acre. 1 haTc oftentimes seen it pro- 
duce serenty-fiTe bushels to the acre, and in a few i»* 
stances, exceed one hundred. 

Whtai yields a good and sure crop, especially in the 
counties bordering on the Illincns riTcr, and through the 
northern parts of the state. It weighs upwards of GO 
pounds per bushel; and flour from this region has prefer- 
ence in the New Orleans market, and passes better in- 
spection than the same article from Ohio or Kentucky. 

In 1835, the weaTcl, for the first time, made iu ap> 
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pearance in St. Chiir and the adjacent countiea, and has 
occasionally renewed its visits since. Within the last 
two seasons, some fields have been injured by the fly. 

A common but slovenly practice amongst our farmers, 
is, to sow wheat amongst the standing corn, in September, 
and cover it by rnnning a few furrows with the plough 
heiween the rows of corn. The dry stalks are then cut 
down in the spring, and left on the ground. Even by this 
imperfect mode, fifteen or twenty bushels of wheat to the 
acre are produced. But where the ground is duly pre* 
pared by fallowing, and the seed put in at the proper time, 
a good crop, averaging from twenty-five to thirty-five 
bushels per acre, rarely fails to be procured. 

The average price .of wheat is one dollar to one dollar 
twenty-five cents per bashel, varying a little according to 
the competition of mills and facilities to market. In many 
instances a single crop of wheat will pay the expenses of 
purchasing the land, lencing, breaking the prairie, seed, 
putting in the crop, harvesting, threshing, and taking it to 
market. Wheat is now frequently sown on the prairie land 
ae a first crnp, and a good yield obtained. 

Flouring mills are now in operation in man^r of the 
wheat growing counties. Steam power is getting into 
extensive use both for sawing and manufa'^turlng flour. 

It is to be regretted that so few of our farmers have 
erected barns for the security of their crops. No article is 
more profitable, and really more indispensable to a farmer, 
than a large barn. 

OcUs have not been much raised till lately. They are 
very productive, often yielding from forty to fifty bushels 
^on the acre, and usually sell from twenty to thirty cents 
*the bushel. The demand for the use of sta^e and travel- 
ers' horses is increasing. 

Hemp is an indigenous plant in the southern part of 
this state, as it is in Missouri. It has not been exten^ 
sively cultivated, but wherever tried, is found very pro- 
ductive, and of an excellent quality. It might be made 
a staple of the country. 

Tobacco, though a filthy and noxious weed, which no 
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bansD beisff oagbt em* to nss, can be pro daccd ui asy 
qoantitj and of the fiist qnalitj io Ultnois. 

CWIoM, for maoj years, haa beeo soeceaafall j caltirated 
ia thia state for dooBeatic use, and some for exportattoa. 
Two or three spinoinv factoriea aie in operation, and pro- 
dace cotton jam friMD the growth of the conotrj with 
promiaing soccess. This branch of bnsiness admits of 
enlargement, aad inTitea the attention of eastern maaa- 
lactarefa with amail capital. Moch of the cloth made ia 
£imilies who have emigrated from states aoatb of the 
Ohio ia from the cotton of the coaatij. 

FIkx is prodaeed, and of a tolerable qnalitj, bat aot 
eqaal to that of the northern states- It ia said to be pro- 
doctiTe and good ia the northern cooaties. There is am 
oil mill to maanfactare oil from the aeed, in SangaaMMi 
coaatj. 

The palmm ekritii, or castor oil bean, ia prodaeed ia 
eoBsiderable qoantitiea in Madison, Randolph, and other 
eoaatiea, and laiga qoantities of oil are en^ esscd aad 
aeat abroad. 

Swtet Falaioa are a delicious root, aad yield abaadaat- 
ly, especially on the AoMiican bottom, and rich aaadj 
prairiea. 

fiot little has beea done to introdace caltiTatod grnaea. 
The prairie graaa looks coarae and ansaTory, and yet 
oar horses and caule will thrive well tm it. It is already 
knowa to the reader that this grass disappears whea the 
settlemeats extend roand a prairie, and the caule eat off 
the yoong groarth in the spring. Consequently ia a lew 
years, the natural grass no longer exists. 

It is to be regretted that so few ha^e thoaght of pro- 
Tiding themselTPS with natural meadows of fifty or more 
acres to each plantation, by a process so cheap as that 
of fencing in the prairie, before the cattle had sobdoed 
the natoral grass, and preserring it with a Tcry little care, 
in a perfectly natural state. 

But this notion was entirely incorrect. To prrdoce 
timothy with success, the ground must be well cultivated 
in the summer, either by an early cn^, or by fallowing. 
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ftnd the seed sown abant the 20th of September, at the 
rate of ten or twelve quarts of eiean $eed to the aere^ and 
lightly brushed in. 

If the season is in any way favourable, it will get a ra- 
pid start before winter. By the last week in June, it 
will produce two tons per acre, of the finest of hay. It 
then requires a dressing of stable or yard manure, and 
occasionally the turf may be scratched with a harrow, to 
prevent the roots from binding too hard. By this process 
timothy meadows may be made and preserved. There 
are meadows in St. Clair county, which have yielded 
heavy crops of hay in succession, for several years, and 
bid fair to continue for an indefinite period. Cattle, and 
especially horses, should never be permitted to run in 
meadows in Illinois. The fall grass may be cropped 
down by calves and colts. There is but a little more 
labonr required to produce a crop of timothy than a crop 
of oats, and as there is not a stone or a pebble to interrupt, 
the soil may be turned up every third or fourth year lor 
corn, and afterwards laid down to grass again. 

A species of blue grass is cultivated by some farmers 
for pastures. If well set and not eaten down in summer, 
blue grass pastures may be kept green and fresh till late 
in autumn, or even in the winter. The English spire 
grass has been cultivated with success in the Wabash 
country. 

Of the trefoil, or clover, there is but little cultivated. 
A prejudice exists against it, as it is imagined to injure 
horses by affecting the glands of the mouth, and causing 
them to slaver. It grows luxuriantly, and may be cut 
for hay early in June. The white clover comes in natur- 
ally, where the ground has been cultivated, and thrown 
by, or along the sides of old roads and paths. Clover 
pastures would be excellent for swine. 

Animah. Of tvild animals there are several species. 
The buffalo is not found on this side the Mississippi, nor 
within several hundred miles of St. Louis. This animal 
once roamed at large over the prairies of Illinois, and was 
found in plenty thirty years since. TVohes, Panthers^ 
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and wUd eaif are still Dameroos oo tlie frontieTS, 9md 
tliroQgli the misettled portioBS of the eoantij. Wolves 
karbor ie almost OTery eoaot j, and anboj the fiumer by 
de stfoyin g his sheep aad pigs. There are three ^eciea 
foond ia Ulioms: 

1. The large gray wolf, or earns Impna of Uaneas, is 
nol Teiy pleaty, ud not eommonly fbond in the older aeC- 
tlements. 

S. The black wolf, or eattt %caoft of Linoeas, is scarce. 
Occasionally they are killed by oar hantns. 

3. The cmtia tairamM of Say, or eoioinon prairie wolf, is 
die most common, and foand in considerable nnmbm. 
Thb mischieTons animal is bat little larger than the 
eomflMm fox, barrows in the pruries, and comes forth* in 
the night to attack sheep, pigs, ponltry, ftc Many *of 
the settlers keep hoands to guid against the depiedatioBS 
of this animal. 

Panthers and wfld cats are le» common, bat occasion- 
ally do mischief 

Deer are also Tery nnmeroas, and are Tsloable, particn- 
lariy to that class of oar population which has been ruaed 
to frontier habits; the fledi affording them food, and the 
duns, clothing. Fresh venison bams osoally sell seven- 
tj-five CNits, to one dollar fifty centsa pair, and when pro- 
periy cored, are a delicioos article. Many of the frontier 
people dress their skios, and make them into pantaloons 
and hnnting shirts. These articles are Indispensable to 
all who have occasion to travel ia viewing land, or for any 
other pnrpooe beyond the settlements, as cloth garmoita, 
in the shrnbs and vines, wonld soon be in strings. 

It is a novel and p]pMant sight to a stnnger, to see the 
deer in flocks of dgfat; ten, or fifteen ^n number, feedi^ 
<m the grass of the prairies, or boonding away at the sight 
of a travell^. 

The hramm hear is also an inhabitant of this state, al- 
though he is continnaUy retreating before the advance of 
civilisation. 

Foxes, raccoons, oposeoms, gophars, and squirrels, are 
also nameroos, as are muskiats, otteia, and oecasionaUy 
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beaver, about our tiren and lakes. Raccoons are Terj 
coiiuQon,aod frecjaently do mischief in the fall to our corn. 
Opossums sometimes trouble the poultry. I have a few 
facts reported to me from sources entitled to great credit, 
that the production of the younff of this singular and ex- 
traordinary animal, is different from the ordinary process 
of generation in viyi parous animals. The Icetne is foond 
adhering to the teat, within the false belly, at the very 
fifst stage of existence. 

The^gophar is a singular little animal, about the size of 
a squirrel. It burrows in the around, is seldom seen, but 
its works make it known. It labors during the night, in 
digging subterranean passages in the rich soil of the prai- 
ries, and throws up hillodcs of fresh earth, within a few 
feet distance from each other, and from twelTe to eighteen 
inches in height. I haye seen a doien of these hillocks, 
the production of one night's labour, and apparently from 
a single gophas. The passages are formed in such a laby- 
rinih, that it is a difficult matter to find the animal by dig- 
ging. 

The gray and fox squirrels often do mischief in the com 
fields, and the bunting of them makes fine sport for tlie 
boys. It is a rule amongst the Kentucky riflemen to shoot 
a squirrel only through his eyes, and that from the tops 
of the highest trees of the forest. It is efidence of a bad 
marksman, for a hunter to hit one in any other part. 

Common BabbiU exist in every thicket. These animals 
annoy nurseries and young orchards exceedingly. The 
fence around a nursery must always be so close as to shut 
out rabbits, and young appletrees must be secured at the 
approach of winter, by tying straw or com stalks around 
their bodies, for two or three feet in height, or the bark 
will be stripped off* by these mischievous animals. 

Wild horses are found ranging the prairies and forests 
in some parts of the state. They are small in size, of the 
Indian or Canadian breed, and very hardy. They are 
caught in pens, or with ropes having nooses attached to 
them, and broken to the saddle and harness. The French, 
who monopolise the business of catching, and breaking 
3 
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these hoiMS, Bike Umoi «■ aitidc of tnfie; dwir eoMBoa 
price is horn tveety to thirty dollars. Thejr sre §amm4 
chidlly is the lover cmI of the Aaieriesa BoCMi, aesr the 
jsBctios of the Kssksskis ssd Mississippt rivers, eriled 
ikt Pmmt, Tbejr sie the oflbpris^ of the hoises biosght 
there hj the first settlers, ssd which weressfiBred to ras 
St Isige. The lodisss of the West hsTo ottsy s«eh hor- 
ses, whieh sre eomoHMilT called ladiss posies. 

DomaiU JhumtmU. iSese sre the ssoM ss are fiisad 
isotherpofftiossoftheUsitedStstes. Bst little has hees 
dose to inproYe the breed of horees ssMiogst as. Osr 
cosMMia ridisg or worinsg horees avenge sbost fift t jss 
hasds is height. Hones sre msch bmms sssd here thsB 
is the csst»s states, asd snsy a fumer keeps half m 
doseo or SMire. Msch of the tnvelliDg th ro s g host the 
westers eosstij, both by bms asd wooaes, is p er fo t i ae d 
OS horse bsck ; ssd s Isise proportioB of Ae Issd ea wiags 



\ horse bsck ; ssd s Isige proportioB of Ae Issd ea wiags 
is by mesBS of Isrge wsgoss, with ffon Ibor to six stosft 
horws for s tesou A grest propoitios of the plooghisg 
is perforoed by hone labor. Hones sre man sobjeet ts 
diaesses is this eosstiy thss is the old states, which is 
thought to be oeeasiooed by bad SMSSgeswat, rtther tfasa 
bythedlreale. A good fiusi hone ess be porehssed fiv 
fifty doDan. Bidiog, or eairiage herKS, of s soperisr 
qoality, eost shoot sixty, eighty, or s hsodred doHsnu 
Breedisg snres sre profitable stodL for oyenr foraMr ts 
keiy, ss their ssssal cTpesss is keepisgis-bst trifiiag. 
their Isbor is always seeded, ssd their eoIt8,whea grevs. 
fisd s ready sunket. Sobm fomen keep s stalltoB^ sesi 
eight or tea brood oures. 

HUSes sre rused is Bfissoari ssd fre slso brooght fnm, 
the Mexicsn dotsisioss into Dlisois. They sre hardy 
saiisals, grow to s good sixe^ and are assd by sooao both 
for Ishosr ssd ridtsg. 

Osr mmt eaiUt sre ssoally inferior is sixe to those eC 
the old states. This is owing entirely to bad manage 
raent. Onr cows are not penned np in pastore fields, h«l 
saffiered to ran st large orer the commoos. Hence ail 
the calres are preserred, wiUumt reqiect to qsalitj, is 
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entice the eow9 homeward at evening. They are kept up 
through the day, and oftentimes without much pasture, 
and turned to the cows for a few minutes at night, and 
then permitted to graze through the night over the short 
and withered grass around the plantation. 

In autumn their food is very scanty, ond during the win- 
ter they are permitted to pick up a precarious subsistence 
amongst fifty or a hundred head of cattle. With such 
management, is it surprising that our cows and steers are 
much inferior to those of the old states! 

And yet, our beef is the finest in the world. It bears 
the best inspection of any in the New Orleans market. 
By the first of June, and often by the middle of May, our 
young cattle on tiie prairies are fit for market. They do 
not yield large quantities of tallow, but the fat is well 
proportioned throughout the carcase, and the meat tender 
and delicious. By inferiority, then, I mean the nze of our 
cattle in general, and the quantity ami quality of the milk 
of cows. 

Oomroon cows, if sufifered to lose their milk in August, 
become sutficiently fat for table use by October. Farrow 
heifers arid steers, are good beef, and fit for the knife at 
any period after the middle of May. Nothing is more 
common than for an Illinois farmer to go among his stock, 
select, shoot down, and dress a fine beef, whenever fresh 
meat is needed. This is often divided out amongst the 
neighbours, who, in turn, kill and share likewise. It is 
common at camp and other large meetings, to kill a beef 
and three or four hogs for the S^ubsistende of friends from 
a distance. 

We can hardly place limits upon the amount of beef 
cattle that Illinois is capable of producing. A farmer 
calls himself poor, with a hundred head of horned cattle 
around him. A cow in the spring is worth from twelve 
to twenty dollars. Some of the best quality will sell 
higher. And let it be distinctly understood, once for all, 
that a poor man can always purchase horses, cattle, hogs, 
and provisions, for labor, either by the day, mouth, or 
job. 
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Cows, ia general, do B4t prod«ee die i 
■ilk, Bor of as lieh a qoalitj as ia older statea. Soaie 
tliia^ ia to be attriboted to the aataie of oar pastares ] 
tlie warmth of oar climate, bat i 



I mofe to cauaea already 
signed. Ifereralaad wascharactieriaedJastljas^^iofaF- 
lBg with Bulk aad hoaey,** it ia Illiooia aad the adja- 



ceat states. From the spriogiag of the giaas till] 
her, batter is made ia freat profasioa. It sells at thaft 
a c asoa ia amrket for alraat tareaty eeats, aad ia the iaie- 
lior of the state for twelve eeats per poaad. With pio p m 
eaie it caa be p reser v e d arith tollable aweetaeas for wia- 
ler'sase. IjSte ia aatama and early ia the wiater, some 
tiaMS batter is aoi pleaty. The feed beeoaMS dry, the 
cows raage farther oH^ aad do aoi come ap readily for 
miikiag, aad dry ap. A very little troaUe woold eaahla 
a ftrsMr to keep three or fbar good cowa ia fircsh milk at the 
aeaaoa BMataeeded. 

Che cac ia amde by aiaay families, especially, ia the 
coaaties borderiaar oo the illioois river. Good cheeas 
sells for eiffht aad sometioMS tea eeats, aad fiads a ready 
market. 1^ most impoctaot artaa gem e at for the dairy 
basiaess ia Dliaois, aad ospeetally lor tkietme makiag is 
to persaade a few thoasaad families, from the dairy re- 
poas of New Ba^laad, to emigrate, aad eoaiiaaa thctr 
ladostrioaa habita afker settlisg here. 

Swime. This specws of stock auy be called a staple 

ia the provistoa of Ulioois. Thoasaads of hoga are raiaed 

arithoot aay expeaae, except a few breedera to start with, 

. aad a little atteafloa ia haaiiog them oo the raage, aad 

keeping them tame. 

This kiad of pork is by ao mesas eqaal to that raised 
aad fiitted oa cora, and in a domestic aray. It i? soft, 
oily, and will not bear Inspectioo at New Orleans. It 
osoally sells for three dollars per ha ad red. 

Pork that is made in a domestic way and &tted on corn, 
arill sell for from four to five dollars, according to sixe, 
quality, aad the time when it is deltvered. With a pastors 
of clover or bloe grass, a well filled com crib, a dairy, aad 
slop barrel, and the asoal care that a New Eoglander ba- 
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Stows on his nigs, pork may be raised from the sow, fat- 
ted and killea, and Weigh from two handred to two hund- 
red and fiftj, within twelve months, and this method of 
raising pork would be profitable. 

Few families in the west and south put up their pork in 
salt pickle. Their method is to salt it suffieiently to pre- 
pare it for smoking, and then make bacon of hams, shoul- 
ders, and middlings or broadsides. The price of bacon, 
taking the hog round, is about ten and tweWe cents. Good 
hams command twelve cents in the market. Stoek hoes, 
weighing from sixty to one hundred pounds, alive, usnaTly 
sell for m>m two dollars to two dollars and fifty cents per 
head. Families consume much more meat in Illinois, in 
proportion to numbers, than in the old states. 

Sheep do very well in this country, especially in the 
older settlements, where the grass has become short, and 
they are less molested by wolves. But few are kept. 
The people from the south are more accustomed to cotton 
for clothing, than to wool, which sells for fifty cents 
per pound. Little is said or done to improve the breed 
of sheep, or introduce the Merino, or Saxony breed. Mr. 
George Flower, at Albion, has a valuable flock of Saxony 
and Merino. 

Poultry are raised in great profusion — and large num- 
bers of fowls taken to market. It is no uncommon thing 
for some farmers' wives to raise three or four hundred 
fowls, besides geese, ducks, and turkeys, in a season. 
Young fowls, butter, and eggs, are the three articles 
usually mustered from every farm for the market. By 
these means many families provide their cofifee, sugar, tea, 
and various articles of apparel. 

Eggs, when plenty, as at the close of winter and spring, 
sell for ten and twelve cents per dozen. 

In noticing poultry, I ought not to pass over some of 
our wild fowl. 

Ducks, geese, swans, and many other aquatic birds, visit 

our waters in the spring. The small lakes and sloughs 

are often literally covered with them. Ducks, and some 

of the rest, frequently stay through the summer and breed. 

3* 
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Tlie pnirie fowl k seen n gremt Bomben cMi die fnmes 
ia the smnaier, aad about the eonillelds i« tlie wmler. 
This is the groose of the New York BMifcet. Thej »s 
essilj takes is the wioter. 

Furtridges, (the quail of New Englsad) are t^ies witk 
nets, in the wister, by hondcpils is a day, and famish ■• 
triflisir itea in the loxnries of the ciTf narket. 

rfieei. This laborions and nsefal inseet is to he fiinnd 
in the trees of erery forest. Msny of the frootieff p e n f Is 
nnks it a prominent bnsiness slier the liost has killed 
the Tegelation, to host them fgr the honey and wax, both 
of which fiod a ready srarkei. Bees are proitable stock 
lor the fiumer, snd are kept to a eonsideiable extent. 

SUkworma are raised by a few persons. They are ca- 
pable of being prodoeed to any extent, and fed on the c om 
\ black molbeny of the conntry. 



In die infancy of a state, little can be expected in 
machinery and mannfectnres. And in a region so mnch 
deficient in water power as some parts of Illinois are, siiH 
less may be looked for. Tet Illinois is not entirely de- 
fictest in mannfactoring enterprise. 

The principal salines of this state have been mentiened 
mder the head of minerals. 

Sieam MUlt far flooiing and sawing are becosung ¥ cry 
comiMm, and in general are profitable. Some aie now ia 
operation with foor rans of stones, and which mannfertnre 
one hnndred barrds of floor in a day. Mills propelled by 
steam, water, and animal power, are constantly increasing^ 
Steam mi'ls will become nomeroas, particniarly in the 
sootbem and middle portions of the state, and it is de- 
serring remark that while these portions are not well sap- 
|>lied with durable water power, they contain, in the 
timber of the forest, sad the inexhaostible bodies of bits- 
minons coal, abondant sopplies of foel, while the north- 
ern portion, thongh deficient in foel, has ahnndant water 
oower. 
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A good steftm 8aw*mil] with two saws ean be built for 
d,000 dollars; and a steam flooring mill with two rans dt 
stones, elevators and other apparatos complete, and of 
sufficient force to turn out forty or fiftj barrels of flosr per 
day, -may be built for 6,000 dollars. 

The northern half of the state will be most abnndsntly 
supplied with water power, and ordinary mills for sawisg 
lumber and grinding grain are. now in operation on the 
various streams. Probably in no part of the great west 
does there exist the capability of such an immense water y 
power, as is to be found naturally, and which will be 
created artificially along the rapids of the Illinois and Fox 
rivers, and the Illinois and Michigan canal. Incorporated 
companies with ample means are now constructing hy« 
draulic works at Ottawa, Marseilles, and other points 
along the rapids of the Illinois. Fox river rapids have a 
descent of sixteen feet at Greenes mills, four miles above 
Ottawa, with abundant supplies of water at its lowest 
stage; and the river itself, from thence to McHenry county, 
is a rapid stream with rocky banks, admirably suited for 
liydranlic purposes. On the Kankakee are some fine 
sites for water privileges. Rock river furnishes abnndant 
facilities for hydranlic purposes, especially at Grand De- 
tour and Rockford. A company engaged in the estab- 
lishment of a large town at the mouth of Rock river, has 
been recently chartered by the legislature for the purpose 
of cutting a canal from a point on the Mississippi at the 
upper rapids, to Rock river, by which they expect to gain 
eighteen feet fall and immense hydraulic power. 

It is expected that the improvement of the Kaskaskia 
end Little Wabash rivers, as provided for by the recent 
law of the state, will create valuable water privileges 
along these streams. 

Certainly, in connection with the improvement of the 
Great Wabash river by the joint operations of Indiana 
end Illinois, hydraulic power to any desirable extent will 
be created. Such will be the effect, too, upon Sangamon 
and other rivers within the state. Des Plaines river, and 
also the Calumet, furnish extensive hydraulic privileges; 
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wmA tbe snplM wHer pnmded by tbe tsautameOom of &» 
SliMiis aad Miehigia caaal, aftd whM naj be ttmwtm 
cadj applied to minii£M<miBg pupoMS, is fiilJMrtml t« 
be tqml to tbal required for reeiuBg 700 pain of sitt 
stonee four and balf leei ia diaoi^CT. 
I tw p o t at ioaa for eoaipaiiies ibr ¥aiioas mMtmhttKMim^ 
i bave beea giaated bj tbe legislataie witbia tbe 
'fourorfire jeaiavaoBMof wbieb l^ve beea oigaaiaed 
rnmafarffd opcntioaa. Tbe coadaaioB is, tbai Illi- 
t will laiaiib as gicat fa cilities for anaafaetariB^ par- 
) as sooa as tbe ctreomstaDees aad waots of tbe 
f sbaU call for tbeir opentioo, as caa be foaad ia 
aa J wesleia state. 

Laige qaaatities of carfor ml aie aaaoaDyaaaafoctaicd 
iaIllimNsfroia tbe palattcbristi, or castor beaa. Aaaat- 
ber of pieasesaie ia opoatioB ia Madisba, Greeaevlla- 
eoapea, St. Clair, Raadolpb, Edwards, aad perlnpa oiber 
eoaaties. Tbe BMist exteasiYe establisbmeat is at £4- 
waidsTflle,owaed by Mr. Joba Adaais, wbete from tbir^ 
to forty tboQsaad g^loas of oil are Badeaaaoally. 

CaUm Cw&it A fow foctories for spiaai^ cottoa yara 
bave beea pat iato openlioaia several coaatRS oa a sanll 
acale of froai oae baadred to two bondred spindles eack. 
Thej are carried by anianl power on tbe indiaed plaae. 

Coarse dolhing froB cotton is aiannfacfnred ia tbe 
aoadwra portioa ^ tbe state, wbere tbe artide is rused ia 
sanll qaaatities. Woollen clotb, aad jeaaa, a mixtare of 
wool and cotton. Is made for ordinary wear, as is ckMb 
fpoan flax. 



Ltmi. Ia Jo Davien coaaty are eight or tea 1 
for soidtiag lead. Tbe amoont of this article made aa- 



aoally at tbe raiaea of tbe Upper Mississippi, bas I 
givea aader tbe bead of minerals. 

Boat BmiMmg wUl sooa become a brancb of bosu 
in tlus state. Some steamboats bave beea coastraclcd 
already withia this sUte, along tbe MiasissippL It is 
tboogfat tbat Alton aad Cbicago are conTcnient sites for 
tbis business. 

Tbete is in this state, as in all tbe western slates, a 
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largre amoont of domestic mannfaetnres made by famillM. 
All the trades, needful to a new oountry, are in existence. 
Carpenters, wsj^on makers, cabinet makers, blacksmiths, 
tanneries, etc., may be found in every county and town. 
At Mount Carmeland Springfield, there are iron foondriet 
for castings. 

There has been a considerable falling off ta the manu- 
factore of whiskey within a few years, and it is sincerely 
hoped by thousands of citoeas that this brmch of bost- 
ness, so decidedly injurious to the morals and happineta 
of the community and of individuals, will entirely aedlne. 

Ox mills on the inclined plane, and horse mills by 
draught, are common throughout the middle and seiithera 
parts of the state. 

With the table of the census, taken in 1836, and pub- 
lished by authority of the legislature the saoeeeding win- 
. ter, the following report was made. 

Manufoctories, • • • * 339 

Mills, . . ■ . . . _ . 016 

Machines, 67 

Distilleries, 149 

This report is defective and imperfect. In some coun- 
ties ordinary mechanics* shops, such as tinners, coopers, 
wheelwrights, &c.,-were reported nnder the head of 
manufactories; in others no distinction was made. 



KATDaAL CURIOSmCS AND ANTIQUITIES. 

On the banks of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, and 
the bluffs that overhang the alluvions, are many singular 
appearances. These consist of ledces of rock, which ex- 
hibit the most fanciful forms, and in many places are 
penetrated by caverns of various dimensions. Of these 
the ^^C(we in Hock,'* on the Ohio will be described under 
its own name. The "Devil's Anvil,*' "Grand Tower," 
"Starved Rock," "Buffaloe Rock," "Mount Joliet," and 
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■golar appeanaees wfl] be I 
iMfiictiff amea, ia tiie tkhd part of tbia wofk. 

The /"mm/ TVcr of tbe Dca PUiaea aad to whkk all*- 
aoB baa beea ande alieadj, ia lally daaeiAed bj Mr. 
Scboolcaft. ia a snaoir lead bdion tbe / 
gical Society, ia 18S1. 

B Uea ia a borixoatal poaitioa, Uibedded ia a 1 
if flieia aaadatoae, of a giay eirfoor aad ckiae giua. 
auddle portioa of tiie traak ia iftj-oae feel aix ii ~ 
"k, aad ia eigbteea iaefaea ia diaflKler at tbei 
It ia a apeeiea of tbe/aglBW ff^gra, or Uack 1 
I roMMna to tbe lUiaoia, aad corapletal j pt 
It liea ia Ike bed of tbe Dca Plaaea aboat forty i 
aboTeitajaactioa wiib tbe Kanbabee. 

PeniicaiioBa are way rn«Mna ia Dliaoia. Tbe ■'loat 
lodci,'* or boa k iai a acattered over a aoitee of aa eridcat 
dilarial depoait, are a earioslj. Thej are ia great aaaa- 
ben towaida tbe be beada of tbe Kasfcaakia aad Sai^a- 

deplba ia tbe aoil, aa tbe trerdler ] 




waidaleagtiie great pniiiea. ladeed tbe geologieal 1 



I of tbe whole atate* preaeata a licb ield far iavca- 
tigatioa ia tbat aeieaee. 

Tbe aatiqaitiea of Dliaoia are aiaular to-tboae of oiter 
w catwa atatpa ladiaa gnvea are coaimna, especially 
aloag tbe Mafik Fngareataof boaeaaadaotaafieqacat- 
ly yAsAe ■brirtoaa, ia a tolenble alate of pwacrratiaB, 
are Coaad dcpoaitcd liroai tvo to three feet below tbe sav- 
fiee. Ia aot a lew iastaaeea they are Iboad eaclosed 
widi stoae riaba, aadrened, aad obuiaed linatlieBeigb- 
iagelhb. There are ao proofs of a p^^j race of aborijg- 
iaeaia tbe weatera statea. Gnvea are aot aafteqoeBt 
where tbe leagtfa liroai tbe bead to the loot atoae, does aot 
exceed foar feef, aad yet coataia the akdetoo of aa adalt 
€€ fall statore. Ia sacfa iostances it will'be foaad apoa 
careful exaaunatioo of the poaitioo of the hooes, that tbe 
leg aad thigh hoaea lie parallel, aad that the corpse area 
iaheBMd with the kaees beat iato that posiiioo. Some 
booea of aaBsoal siae hare beea dtscoreied, hot 1 an aot 
^oaiatcd with £Kts to jastify a suppositioo of a race ei 
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S'ants. Bones of a huge animal, but diffBrent ftom the 
ammoth, have been recently found in St. Clair connty. 
About the Gallatin and Big Muddy salines, large frag- 
ments of earthenware, are very frequently found, under 
tiie surface, of the earth. They appear to have been por- 
tions of large kettles, used, probably, by the natives for 
obtaining salt. Small fragments of earthenware, arrow 
and spear heads, stone axes and mallets, and other anti- 
quities, are found in various parts of the state. Silver 
coins of ancient origin have been found at Kaskaskia. 
They were probably brought there by the Jesuits, or 
the early French emigrants. 

Of one thing the writer is satisfied, that very imperfect 
and incorrect data have been relied upon and very erro- 
neous conclusions drawn, upon western antiquities. 
Whoever lias time and patience, and is in other respects 
qualified to explore this field of science, and will use his 
spade and eyes together, and restrain his imagination 
from running riot amongst mounds, fortifications, horse- 
shoes, medals, and whole cabinets of relics of the ^ olden 
time," will find very little more that the indications of 
ittde savages, the ancestors of the present race of Indians. 
Of ancient military works, I have long been convinced 
Uiat not half a dozen such structures ever existed in the 
west before the visits of Europeans. Enclosures of va- 
rious sizes, and perhaps for different purposes, with an 
embankment of earth, three or four feet high, and a tri- 
, fling ditch out of which the earth was dug, undoubtedly 
were formed. In all probability some of these embank- 
ments enclosed their villages; others the residence of 
their chiefs or head men. But what people, savage, bar- 
barous, civilised, or enlightened, ever constructed a forti- 
fication around &ve or six hundred acres, with a ditch in the 
inside! Or what military people made twenty or thirty such 
forts, within two or three miles! At any rate I am confident 
these immense armies of military heroes never visited 
Illinois. 

The remains of Fort Chartres, commenced by the 
French in 1720, to defend their infant settlements against 
the Spaniards and Indians, is probably the most ancient 
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■ilitiiy w«dL widuB this alite^ af wUdk 



Those who «o partiealail j deauoss of isfi 
rraftrraiag the millioM of wankn, aad the Uoed j I 
llee ia which moie was ahoB tkio ewer fisU is ill 
wan of AlezaBder, Caaar, or Nipoleos, with a [ 
lar deacriplioB of their aulitaij woiks, wookl de wcfl t» 
lead the ^Bmkof Mttmn," Made o^ of the _" 
platea** of that diatiagaiahfd aatiqaaiian Joe Smith! 

It ia &r aapenor to a o a ie wM^em prodactioaa oa ^ 
eta aatiqaitiea, beeaase it fiuaiahea aa with the 
aad Mogiaph J of the priadpal mea who weie i 
ii ifleae cateip iia e a , with aaa j of the partacalara of thcir 
waiB for aevcnl ceataries. Bat, amoasl j, the ittrati aa 
of adeatiie BMa ia iavited to thk aalijeet. 

Aad aa a ataitiag qaestioa to aaeh aa iaveati g i t ia a, it 
eagfat to be fiist aettled how loag haaaa boaea wiD ia> 
taia their form aad aoliditj witlMwt deeoa^poaitioa, whea 
eapoaed to the air. eaith, water, aad other eaaaes of de- 
cay, iaimed two or thee foot deep io the caith. Will 
they preaoie their fot» aad aeaadaeaa over two, or aft 
the moat three haadicd ycara? Are aot the lelica of Aa 
early pilgriam of New Kngiaad, aad the fint aeltlen of 
Jaamatowa BMaMered ea&aly to daatl WiU aay mm 
aay that hamaa akrietoai, eatomhed aa thoae are ia tha 
■Mmada of Illiaoia, hat two or three feet below the aai^ 
foee, remaia ia a atate of piiaiaiilloa five er aix I 
jeaial A aoher iaveatigatioa €€ thcae qaeatioaa i 
icaak ia aa eatira oierthrow €€ the hypotheais of 
iag races of ama prior to the Indiaaa, fooaded apoa 



The enaleace of ** Jfewr A'* ia t 
atatea haa beea anaamfil aa aafaataatial proo^ ] 
to deauaatratioB, of a race of awa of eaterpriat^ habits, 
aad foroMire ctviliaed than the preaent race of aborigiaea. 



Bat it is BOW aerioaaly qaesiiooed whether these aioaada 
aie the work of ait. I know aot that aay writer ever 
veatared to atiadc this sappomiioa till John KoSaell, Esq. 
seat forth his essay ia the lUifiois MagaziBe, of Ifarchy 
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1331. Mr. Ratsell is a citizen of this state, aod well 
known as a writer of (alents and literary acquirements. 
He has had an opportunity of examining for himself, many 
of those mounds, of various dimensions. He maintains 
they are not artificial, and offers objections to their being 
productions of human art, not easily obviated.* 

But there are many mounds |n the litest, that exactly 
correspond in thupe with these supposed antiquities, and 
yet from their »ize most evidently were not made by 
man. 

Monk km, in the American bottom, near the road from 

* In the summer of 1836, Mr. Russell made a most interest- 
ing and earioiu discovery, nertaimng to the aotiquities of Bli* 
nois, in the range of bluffs that overhaug Bluffdale, Greene 
GOODty , the place of his residence. 

At an elevation of 80 feet above the valley, in a projeetinr 
cliff, and imbedded amongst a mass of loose rocks, Mr. R. fonnS 
on excavating, three shells, nearly similar, each of which exhl« 
bited the following characteristics. 

1. They were univalve, and had been bisected, the edges 
worked off, and the inside excavated, so as to resemble some^ 
what in appearance the half of a slender, strai8;ht gourd with a 
neck tapering proportionably in size from the body. 

2. Elach had evidently been used as an article of fomitorei 
and had been prepared for the purpose by some sharp instnH'* 
meot, and each heads about three pints. 

3. Thejrare unquestionably of salt water origin, and belong 
to a description of shells not found in the waters of the Atlantic, 
or on any part of the American Continent Similar shells are 
to be found in the South Pacific Ocean and about the Feejee 
islands. 

4. They were most unquestionably deposited in these blu|b at 
the period of their formation. The position in which they were 
found would preclude the idea of meir subsequent deposition 
by human or other means. Thev are not fossU remains, in the 
tense of having undergone any change in their structure^ being 
purely natural shells, fashioned into ladles liy the art of man. 
Verv limited knowledge of the science of Conchology prevents 
me n*om defining the eenus and species of these interesting re- 
mains. The^ are highly deserving the attention of the cunout, 
and are yet in the possession of John Russell, Esq., Postmaster 
at Bluffdale, Illinois. 

4 
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SL Lous to Edwardsrille. is of ibe foDowis^ 
sioBS. Tbe circaaifereoee of its base is sbost 
boodred yaids— iu beigfat 90 fed— Its sbape tbst 
parallelogiraiii. 

Mr. FUnt, wbo bss writtea some fise roasaees aai 
eossiderable ^ Wstafrj smI Geogranb j of tbe Western 
States," describes oae ia Obio, betweea tbiitj aai 
fotij rods la ciieamfiereBcev sad seveatj feet bigb. il 
woold bswell tocs]ca]ate,Dpoa tbe oidiaaij labor of < 
cavatiag caaals, bow aiaaj Inads, witb spades, 
barrows, sad otber aeeessaij implesMats, it woald 1 
to tbrow ap sadi a monad wiibia ai^ givea time. 

t JttUi oa tbe Dca Plaioes, is aboat oae mUe ia 



CTcamfeieaee, aad 150 feet bigb, risiav like a pjiamid 
of saad. Ia tbe aofdiwesleni part o? lUtoois, aad ia 
tbe WiseoBsia territory, aie mooads of mocb laigcr di- 
BMaeioas, aad eompaied to wbidi Moak bill is bat a 
auile bilL Moaat Cbaries, Sioslaewa, aad tbe Bias 
Mooads are oa a eraad scale. Tbe latter laage is tbna 
or foor bnadred feet bigb, aad bss aa area of sereff^ 
boadred acres of table laod oa iti sonimit. Sprii^ of 
water gasb lirom its sides. Mr. Bru^bam bas aa degaat 
fium oa oae of tbese mooads. l^^st of tbe Arkaasaa 
territoij, ia tbe Osage eoaotij, aad aear CleiBMmt*^ 
▼iUage, are a onodier of large, legnlailj fonaed SMmada, 
two boadred feet bigb, raogiog witb eaeb otber, aad 
exteadiag in a liae tor tea or twd^e miles. TWj are 
loTel oa tbe top, and contain from two to iiTe acres of 
table laad, aad tbe sides are so steep as to be isicces 
siUe caceeptiag ia oae or two places. Tbeeoaatiyaroaad 
is aa immense piairie, aearij leveL 

Tbese large BMmads are of tbe same sbape and propor- 
tioasas tbe smaller oaes. Wbo sapposes tbese to be works 
ofbnmanait? WbowUlplaeetbereamoegtbeantiqnitiea 
of aconatiyl 

If any cme wHl aeeoaat for tiie formatioa of tbese sla- 
peadoas woiks of astnre, ia acooatiy of aaqnestionablj 
dOarial formatioo, tbere are mea wbo make no pietea 
sioas to tbe rank of western aatiqaariaas, wbo will ae- 
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count for the formation of the smaller ones, of a few feet 
elevation, without the aid of an^ extinguished race of men. 
Until further evidence of their being the work of men*8 
hands, I shall class them among the natural curiosities of 
the country. 



CLIMATI AND HKALTH. 

The state of Illinois, extending as it does, through five 
and half degrees of latitude, must possess some variety 
in its climate. Its extensive prairies, and its level sur- 
face, give greater scope to the winds, especially in winter. 
Snow frequently falls, but seldom lies long, during the 
three winter months, in the southern portion of the state. 
In the northern portion, the winters are nearly as severe 
as in the same parallel of latitude in the Atlantic states. 
The Mississippi at St. Louis is freouently frosed over aifd 

Eassed on the ice, and occasionally /or several weeks. The 
ot season is longer,, though not more intense, than occa- 
sionally for a day or two in New England. 

During the years 1817-18-19, the Rev. Mr. Giddings, at 
St. Louis, made a series of observations upon Fareuheit*s 
thermometer. 

Deg. Hand. 
Mean temperature for 1817, • . . 55 • 53 
Do. do. from the beginning 

of May, 1818, to the end of AprU 

1819 56 . 98 

Mean temperature for 1820 . • . . 56 . 18 
The mean of^ these results is about fifty six degrees and 
a qibarter. 

The mean temperature of each month during the above 
years, is as follows: 

Dec. Hand. 

January 30 . 62 

February 38 . 65 

March 43 . 13 

April 58 • 47 
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nfg. BwmA, 

May 63 . 66 

Jane . 74 . 47 

July 78 . 66 

AogTQst 78 • 88 

September 70 • 10 

October 59 . 00 

November 53 . 13 

December • . . ^. • • 34 • 33 
Tbe meas tempeffatwe of tiie difieient aeasoos is as 
follows: 

Winter, 34. 53— Spring, 54. 74— Sommer, 74.34— A«- 
tamm 60.77. 

The gf e ates t extremes of heal and cold darisg my le- 
sidenee in the cosntry for ssvei^een years, in the Tieisi^ 
of St. Losis, is as follows: 

Grestesthestln Joly 1890, and July 1833, 100 degrees. 
Gfeatest cold January 3d, 1834, 18 degrees bdow sevsu 

The. forgoing facts will doabtless apply to aboat one 
half of Illinois. This dimate also is snbjeet to sadden 
ehanm from heat to cold; from wet to dry, espect^ly 
from rCoTember to May. Tbe heat of tbe snmmer below 
the 40th degree of latitude is more enenrating, and the 
system becmnes more essily debilitated than in the brae- 
ingatmosphere of a more northerly region. 

The potting forth of Tegetation in f £b spring, famishes 
data for the most correct conelosioos coocemiog the cli- 
mate of a conntry. Some facts gathered from the obser- 
vations of a series of seasons, will be presented in the 
appendix. 

WtnA* Soothwesteiiy winds prerail dnring the spring, 
snmmer snd an torn, at least sooth of the forty-first degree 
of latitude. In the spring, and dnring the rise of the 
Missouri, they are from a more westerly direction, and 
rains are usually more frequent. During the lauer part 
of summer and autumn tbe air is dry and elastic In the 
months of December and January northwest and northerly 
winds often prevail. Northeast storms are extremely raie» 
unless towards lake Michi^n. 
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Weather. There is a great proportion of clear, plea- 
sant days throoghoat the year. Dr. Beck, who resided at 
St. Louis during the year 1820, made observatious upon 
the chants of the weather, and produced the following 
results. 

Clear days, 245. — Cloudy, including all the yariable 
days, 110. 

The results of my own observations, kept for tweWe 
years, with the exception of 1826, and with some irregu- 
larity, from travelling into different parts of Illinois and 
Missouri during the time, do not vary in any material de- 
gree from the above statement. 

The putting forth of Vegetation in the spring furnishes 
some evidence of the character of the climate of any coun- 
try, though by no means entirely accurate. Other causes 
combine to advance or retard vegetation. A wet or dry 
season, or a few days of heat or cold at a particular crisis, 
will produce material changes. 

The following table is constructed from memoranda 
made at the various dates given, near the latitude of St. 
Louis, which is computed at 38^ 3(K. The observations 
of 1819 were made at St. Charles and vicinity, in the 
state of Missouri. Those of 1820, in St. Louis county 
17 miles N. W. from the city of St. Louis. The re- 
maindet at Rock Spring, Illinois, 18 miles east from St. 
Louis. It will be perceived, the years are not consecu- 
tive. In 1826, the writer was absent to the eastern states, 
and for 1828 his notes were too imperfect to answer the 
purpose. 

In the columns showing the times of the first snows, 
and the first and last frosts in the season, a little explana- 
tion may be necessary, A *^ light*' snow means merely- 
enough to whiten the earth, and which usually disappears 
in a few hours. 

Many of the frosts recorded ** light" were not severe 
enough to kill ordinary vegetation. . 

4* 
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The following observations were made at Aucrnsta, 
Hancock county, and kindly furnished by S. B. Mead, 
M.D. 



Gooseberries leav- 
ed out. 
Crab Apple, - 
Thorn, 
Black Hare, 
Elm, 

Forest green. 
Prairies green 

First killing frost, 
First snow. 
Gooseberry in blos- 

eoni. 
Crab Apple, 
Wild plum, 
Shadhush, 
Red bud. 



1834 



April 13 
April 14 
April 14 

April 32 
April 9, 
1&. 

Sept. 11 
Dec. 2 

April 13 
April 26 
April IS 
April 12 
April 19 



1835 

April 11 
April 30 
April 30 



May 16 
April 30 

Sept. 23 
Nov. 20 

April 29 
May 9 
April 29 
April 26 
May 6 



1836 

April 25 
April 28 
April 28 
April 28 
April 28 
May 5 
April 23, 

26 
Oct. .4. 
Nov. 21 

April 24 
May 7 
April 29 
May 6 
May 1, 
16, 20 



The dates are at the time Dr. M. first observed this 
progress of vegetation. Augusta is 108 miles, (according 
to the land surveys) nOrtl) of St. Louis, and is nearly 
equidistant from the northern and southern extremities 
of the state. 

' I have before me also from Dr. Mead, a table of Mete* 
orological observations taken during the years 1834, 1836, 
and 1836, a mere epitome of which I have room to give 
in this place, including the mean temperature for each 
month. The obiservations were made half an hour after 
sun-rise, at two o'clock, P. M., and half an hour after sun- 
set, from FahrenheiCs Thermometer. 
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1834 


Detr-Hnid. 




OcC-H-^ 


January. 


20.88 


Joly, 


77.59 


Febraarjy 


44.48 


Aognst, 


77.40 


March, 


45.30 




64.03 


AprU, 


57.90 


October, 


56.95 


May, 


61.95 


NoTember, 


48.09 


jJe, 


71.10 


DAcember, 


36.76 






Annoaliiiean 


55.32 


1835 


Def. B«04J 




Dec. Hni. 


JaDoary, 


37. «3 


Jaiy, 


72.61 


Febmaiy, 


28.72 


Aagntt, 


70.87 


March, 


43.91 


September, 


62.83 


AprU, 


52.56 


October, 


57.97 


May, 


68.12 


Norember, 


40*55 


Jane, 


71.15 




36.37 






Aonuai mean 


52.02 


183i 


Deg.Hnd. 




De«. H«a4. 


January, 


31 .82 


July, 


75.03 


February, 


31.41 


Aogntt, 


71.59 


March, 


37.39 


September, 


66.00 


April, 


53.08 


October, 


50.65 


May, 


67.40 


NoTcmber, 


44.89 


June, 


70. 11 




24.84 






Annoal mean. 


51.01 




WBAT 








FUrdajs. G 


tomif. MMkmr. 


Bmv. 


1834 


246 


74 42 


3 


1835 


S50 


67 43 


5 


1836 


229 


78 48 


10 



Dutaaet. The more eommoo diaeaaet of Illinois are 
intermittents, frequently accompanied with bilioos symp- 
toms. Those which proTs £ital in sickly seasons are 
bilious remittents. Mfore than one half of the sickness 
endured by the people is caused by imprudence, bad 
management, and the want of proper nursing. Emigrants 
from the northera states or from Europe, will find it ad- 
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Tantageoas to protect themselTes from the cool and ha- 
mid atmosphere at night, to provide close dwellings, yet, 
when the atmosphere is clear, to have their rooms, and 
especially their sleeping rooms, well ventilated, and in- 
Tariablj wear thin clothing in the day, and pnt on thicker 
apparel at liight or when exposed to wet. 

Families are seldom sick who live in comfortable 
honses with tight floors and well ventilated rooms, and 
who npon a change of weather, and especially in a time 
of rain, make a iittle fire in the chimney, though it may- 
be in the midst of snmmer. 

I have seen bat few cases of gennioe consumption. 
Affection of the liver is more common. Plenrisies, and 
other inflammatory diseases, prevail in the winter and 
spring. Ophthalmia prevails at some seasons. Dysen- 
tery is not uncommon. Fewer die in infancy than in the 
old states. 

Finally, I am prepared to speak decidedly in favor of 
the general health of Illinois. 



CIVIL mvisioRS. 

There are seventy connties within the state, in sixty 
of which courts are held. In the others the jndge of 
the circuit where they lie, is authorised to organise them 
by appointing an election for county officers whenever in 
his opinion there are three hundred and fifty inhabitants 
within their boundaries. Their names, dates of formation, 
number of square miles, population of the atate census of 
1835, (with the estimation of certain new counties since 
formed,) and seats of justice are given in the appendix. 

For the purpose of electing representatives to congress, 
the state is divided into three districts, each of which 
sends one representative. 

The first district is composed of the connties of Galla- 
tin, Pope, Johnson, Alexander, Union, Jackson, Frank- 
lin, Perry, Randolph, Monroe, St. Clair, Washington, 
Clinton, Bond, Madison, and Macoupen. 
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The Mcoiid diatriet iodudn tbe eooaties of Wkhe. 
Hamilton, MTemw, WayM, Edwards, Wabash, Liav- 
l e a ce. Clay, Marios, Fayette, MoatgeoMry, Shelhy, 
Yermilioii, Chaai|Mlgii, Edgar, Celea, Clark, I r o q aoi a , 
Crawford, EfliBgfaamaiid Jasper. 

The third distiict is cempoeed of the foUowiBf eoaaties: 
Greene, Morfan, SaBgaafton,Tasewell, Ifacon, MeLean. 
La Salle, Cook, Patnan^ Peoria, Henry, Jo Davieaa, 
Roek Island, Mercer, Warren, Haaeoel^ MeDonoagh* 
Folton, Knoz, Scfaoyler, Adams, Pike. Calhoeo, WiH, 
McHenry, Benton, "Boooe, Kane, Ogle, Whiteside. Ste- 
phenson, Winneb^o, Coffise, Bnreao, and Liringaton. 

For Jndieiary pnrpoees the state is divided iato aersa 
cirenits, in eaeh of whieh acireoit jndge is appointed. 

The /&i^ JWida/C^ranf inelodes the connties of San- 
gamon, Morgan, Greene, Macoopen, Maeon, McLeaa, 
Tazewell, 

The &eoiHr /udtfte/ GircaM/inelodcs the eonnties erf* 1^ 
dison, St. Clair, Monroe, Randolph, Washinctoe, Clin- 
too. Bond, Shelby, Fayette, Montgomery, and Effingham. 

The Tkird Judicial Cireuii^ includes the counties of 
Gallatin, Pope, Johnson, Alexander, Union, Jackaon, 
Perry, Franklin, Marion, JeflSerson, and Hamilton. 
P The Fmtrik Judiddl Ciratii inclndes the connties of 
Edgar, Vermilion, Champaign, Coles, Jasper, Claj, 
Wayne, White, Edwards and Wabasha 

The IT^ JiidiMM/ CSBTowf embraces the counties of Cal- 
hoon. Pike, Adams, Schnyler, Hancock, Warren, Knox; 
McDonoogfa and Folton. 

The Sixik Judicial Cireuii inclndes the counties of Jo 
DaTiess, Rock Island, Mercer, Henry* Potnam, Peoria 
Ogle, and Winnebago. Whiteside is in this circoit; hat 
for jadicial pnrposee attached to Ogle coonty, as are also 
the connties of Stephenson and Boone, formed at the n- 
cent session of the legislature, attached to Winnebago 
coonty. The judge of the circuit has authority by law to 
authorise them to be organised whenerer petition and 
proof is offered that a county contains three hnodred and 
tftj inhabitants. 
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The Seventh Judicial Circuit includes the connties of 
Iroquois, Cook, Will, La Salle, Kane, and McHenry. 

Connties are not subdivided into townships as in Indi- 
ana, Ohio, and the more eastern states. For the conveni- 
ence of holding elections, the county commissioner's court 
ia required to divide the county into ^^ preeinetSf* and de- 
signate the house or place in each precinct, where the 
polls shall be opened. 

Electors throughout the county vote at which preclhct 
they please. 



GOVERNMENT. 

The constitution of Illinois was formed by a convention 
held at Kaskaskia, in August, 1818. It provides for the 
distribution of the powers of government into three dis- 
tinct departments. — ^The legislative, executive, and judi- 
ciary. The le^slative authority is vested in a general 
assembly, consisting of a senate and house of representa- 
tives. Elections are held biennially, as are the ordinary 
sessions of the legislature. Senators are elected for four 
years. 

The executive power is vested in the governor, who is 
chosen every fourth year by the electors for representa- 
tives, hut the same person is ineligible for the next suc- 
ceeding four years. The lieutenant governor is also cho- 
sen every four years. 

The judicial power is vested in a supjeme court, and 
such inferior courts as the general assembly from time to 
time shall establish. The supreme court consists of a 
chief justice and three associate judges. 

The governor and judges of the supreme court consti- 
tute a council of revision, to which all bills that have 
passed the assembly must be submitted. If objected to 
by the council of revision, the same may become a law 
by the vote of a majority of all the members elected to both 
houses. 
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^ymtfmtfike PmbBe Ofieen, Tirms rfStnkt, 



[ Ivy the people, fiDrfiMryeam Salvf 
$1000 peraeBOfli: eligible for oae tern oelj ie i 
Selaij caaeot be dinnieiniied deiiAs lus 



iSeutrmmmi Qp fenwr— Elected bj the people, finr : 
years; paid per daj daring tbe mm ion of the Itgitlif 
$ 6 per daj doriog tbe last seesion. He is speaker of the 
senate, and beeomes GoTemor in case of m Tacancj ie the 
latter oOke. 

Seeretmy of &mie — ^Appointed bj the GoTcmor aed Se- 
nate dorieg pleaseic; Salary $ 1100 peraeeea^iededfaig 
derfc hiies aed $300 per aiinea^ for additioeal cleifc hne 
lor 1837 and 1838. Ofice at Vandalia. 

jimdUcr <4^FmktU Jtnumft Elected by the legidataM 
hicaeiaUy; Salary $ 800; two ckyfcs, g 400 each; with ad- 
ditionl lor clerk hire duiaf 1837 aed 1838, giOOpor 
aaaem. Offiee al Yaodalia. 

g^fMiri Elected by the IcgisUtaie biesaially; Sa- 
lary $ 800; clerk hire $ 800 per aomun. OfficeatYs- 
dalia. 

Jk^rnim^ GcnemI— Appointed by the GovenMr dodi^ 
plearaie;Salaiy j(100. Offiee al yaadalla. 

SmpremteJmdgti Elected by the legislataie dariag goed 
befaaTioor; Salary $800, with ao extra rompratniee lor 
1837 and 1838 of $20a 

Ckrk wfikt JfiyTi ■!■ Cbiwi—Appoiated by the ce«tda> 
iiDi^ good hehavioar; fees. Office at Yaadatia. 

Chaat /e^go— Elected by the legislatBre daring fsoA 
behavioai; Salaries $750, with aa addifioaal aliowaaee 
of $250, daring 1837 aad 1838, excepting the jadge of 
the MXth jMlieial circait. 

Cierkaiftke Ciremi CWr<»— Appoialed bythe< 
daring gmid behavioar; feea. Offieea at the 
aeats of jastiee. 
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Attorney General — Elected by the legislfttore biennially; 
Salary $ 350 and fees. Office to be kept at Vandalia. 

Six State's Altomeys — Elected by the legislature bien- 
nially; Salaries % 250, and fees. 

Agent for the Sale of Saline Zaiub-^-Elected by tbe le- 
gislatare biennially; Salary $ 300. 

Three Canal Commwnbncr^— Elected by the legislature 
biennially; Compensation jl5per diem, while engaged 
io actual basiness. 

Utree Fund Commissioners on Internal Improvement^^ 
Elected biennially by the legislature; pay $ 5 per diem 
while actually employed. 

Seven Commissioner^ of the Board of PubUe Works^^ 
Elected biennially by the legislature; pay $ 5 per diem 
while in actual setrice. 

Warden of the Penitentiary^^Eleciod by the legislature 
biennially; Salary $800. 

Three Inspectors of the /$lci93t«— Elected by the legislature 
biennially; compensation per diem $ 3; but not to exceed 
j^ 50 per annum. 



GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

Number o/i8bfa/or«, 40— Elected for four years. 

Number of Representatives^ 91 — Elected biennially; eom- 
pensation regulated by law each session; j^4 per day last 
session. 



OrnCBBS or the eBNERAL ASSEMBLY. 

Lieutenant Governor^ {speaker of the Senate,) pay last 
session $ 6 per day. 

Secretary of the Senate — pay at last session, $ 6 per day, 
and $ 350 for furnishing a copy of his Journal for the 
press. 

Assistant Secretary of the Senate— ^^y at last session, 
1^ 5 per day. 
5 
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EmroOmg mmd Emgrtmamg Clerk of He Semaie-'fmj at 
last aessioo ^ 5 per day. 

Jhorketparo/Ou Smaie-^^j mt lastsessioD S 4 p^ day. 

Speaker of the Houteof JZyrenw/a/faef— pay al the laat 
aessioo, % 6 per day. 

Principal Clerk of ike Bauae of Btprtaadativet pay al 
the last session ^ 6 per day, and % 350 for pr^aring his 
Joomal for the press. 

JssiMiani Clerk of ike Bouse of JRepieamfaiiwrt pay aft 
last session $ 5 per day. 

BnroUmg and Engroemng Clerk of ike Bauae of Bttrt- 
aentative» — pay at last session, ^ 5 per day. 

Doorkeeper of ike Bouse of BeprefpUativeo^^^^j # 4 per 
d^. 

There is some Tariation in compensation each seaaio a. 
From 20 to 25 per cent, was added by the late legialataie 
to former rates, which does not equal the increased Tslae 
of labor in cTery other branch of business within the last 
two years. The legislature usually sits from 70 to 90 
days. Last session continued 93 days. 

The amount of the pay of the legislature, with the pre- 
sent number of members, at a session of 90 days, at ^4 
per day, is 2 46,080. 

Officers aud Clerks of the legislature, $ 5,380. 

Contingent expenses per session, for fuel, stationaiy, 
repairs, furniture, etc, $ 6,000. 

Public prin^ngof Tarious kinds, including binding and 
distribntiog the laws, journals, etc, $ 12,000. 

Making the biennial expenses for legislation, aboat 
$ 70,000, or $ 35,000 per annum. 

The appropriations for the contingent fund for 1837, 
*38, are jt 4000 per annum. 

Salaries of the ExecotiTe and Judiciary cheers, ^ 18, 
700; making the whole ordinary annual expenditures of 
the state about $ 53,700. 

The rcTenoe of tl» state is deriTed principally from 
land taxes. The tax on lands of residents |roes into the 
county tieasoiies, for county purposes, while the tax oa 
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the lands of Don-residents goes into the stale treasury for 
state purposes. 

The quantity of land subject to taxation on the first of 
August, 1836, was 5,335,041 acres. And the quantity sub- 
ject to taxation 

In 1837 will be 5,674,453 

^ In 1838 6,903,137 

In 1839 6,363,367 

In 1840 6,616,380 

In 1841 7,837,318 

And in 1843 about 13,000,000 

Lands sold by the general goTemment are not subject 
to taxation under five^ears after purchase. 



COUNTY OFFICERS. 

Judges of Probate — Formerly elected by the legislature, 
during good behaviour; hereafter to be elected by the peo- 
ple; fees. 

Sheriffs — Elected by the people, biennially; fees. 

Coroners — Elected by the people,, biennially; fees. 

County Commissioners — ^Three in each county, to man- 
age county concerns; Elected by the people biennially: 
$ 150 per day while employed in court. Regular sessions, 
first Mondays in March, June, September, and December. 

County Clerk — Elected by the people; collector of taxes 
on non- residents' lands, fees; and per diem allowance 
while attending court. 

County Treasurer — Hereafter elected by the people, bi- 
ennially; per centage and per diem allowance, on moneys 
received and services performed. 

County Surveyors — Elected by the people quadrennial- 
ly; fees*. 

County Recorders — Elected by the people quadrennial- 
ly; fees. 

Justices of the Peace — Elected by the people quadrenni- 
ally; fees. 

Constables — Elected by the people quadrennially; fees. 
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Nstana PuM^— Appointed bj the GoTenor md St^ 
Date, doring good behaTioor; fees. 

Smperoimn of Roatb — ^Appcinted by the county eoot- 
miaeioaers aoooally; exempt from military doty and aerv- 
ibg oo juries, but receive do other compeasatioB. 

Fub&e Jdmimdraiar — ^Appointed by the GoTenor aad 
Senate; term indefinite; fees. 

Commissioner of the school funds arising from the aaft 
of the sections oombered sixteen; appointed by the eoas- 
ty commissioners, who fix his compensation. 

The right of snffirage is uniTersal. All white aule in- 
habitants, twenty-one years of age, who have resided 
within the state six months next pfecedii% the doetioaB^ 
enjoy the right of electors. 

Votes are given «n» voce. The introduction of slavexy 
is prohibitod. The eonstitntion can be altered only by a 
convention. 



PLABS or OTTKBHAI. IMPBOVKMEBT. 

. Tbose nndertafcen by the state are embraced in two di- 
visions. The Illinois and Michigan canal, and the iater- 
nal improvement system adopted by the legislature last 
winter. 

The project of uniting the waters of the Illinois riter 
with I^e Michigan was conceived soon after the com- 
mencement of the grand canal of New York. It was 
brought before the legislatore of Illinois, at its first ses- 
sion after the state government was ofganii«d by Gover- 
nor Bond. The legLlature, in February, 1883, appointed 
a board of commissioners to survey the route and esti- 
mate the cost, and make report to the next legislature, 
which was done. These commissioners employed GoL 
Post and Col. Paul of Missouri as engineers. They ex- 
amined five, diflferent rootes for a portion of the distance, 
and estimated the expense of each route They varied 
from about 2640,000, to ^16,000. The estimate of the 
fifth route was upon the project of using lake Michigan 
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alone for a feeder by directing a portion of its waters to 
the Illinois river, and was a fraction short of {2^690,000. 

Upon the report of these surveys the legislatare passed, 
a bill to incorporate the ** Illinois and Michigan Canal 
Company/' in January, 1825. No stock having been 
taken, the legislature, at a special session, the next win- 
ter, repealed the law chartering the company. 

The embarrassments of the state in its finances, grow- 
ing out of the ruinous policy of a state bank without capi- 
tal, prevented any thing further from being done until 
January, 1829, when the legislature passed an aet to or- 
ganise a board of commissioners, with power to employ 
agents, engineers, surveyors, draftsmen, and other persons, 
to explore, examine, fix, and determine the route of the 
canal. 

The congress of the United States had made provision 
by an act passed March 2d, 1827, to give the state each 
alternate section of land, within five miles of the contem- 
plated canal. 

The commissioners were authorised to sell this land, 
to lay off town sites and sell lots, and apply the funds. 

Accordingly they. laid off Chicago near the lake; and 
Ottawa, at the junction of Fox river and the Illinois. 
Town lots and tracts of land were sold, a skilful en- 
^neer employed, surveys were made with more particu- - 
larity, the surface of the earth perforated, the waters at a 
low stage examined, and estimates of tlie expense made. 
It was now ascertained that a supply of water in dry 
seasons, from the streams on its route, was doubtful, 
and that Uie rock approached so near the surface on the 
summit level between the Chicago, and the Des Plaines, 
as to present a serious obstacle to using the lake for a 
feeder. 

• The subsequent legislature authorised a re-examination 
to be made with a view to a railway, and to ascertain 
whether the waters of the Calamic could not be obtained 
in sufficient quantities for a feeder. 

The result was in the report of the engineer to the com- 
missioners; and by them to the legislature, decidedly in 
5* 
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fkwor of m nflwiy. To tfiis p rofe c t i 
itsasseat. 

Two osliiMles of tbe expense of m can] vne 
Bitted. The fist was on the plaa of follown^ the t 
nit tea feet above tbe lerd of 1^» BGckigaa i 
oa stieaais Ibff leedeis. 

Total cost of tbe eathe liae of 95} miles fLjmiJKi 
83. Cost OB tbe same locatioa bj obtaiaiaf a sapflj of 
water from lake Micbigao, bj eattiBf tbroogb dw divii- 
htg ridge between, tbe lake and tbe head waters of An 
Illinois liver, mncb of it rode exeavation, flJMJKK 
50. 

The estimated cost of a rail wa J with a single tmek laid, 
distance 96 miles, is flfiS^^SB 19. 

Daring the sommer of 1833, tbe late Mr. Pngh, vmilid 
New York, to obtaia infonnation of tbe revive cast and 
▼alne of canals and raflways, aad to 
lands eonld be obtained, and on what terms, to ( 
this work. 

Tbe state not having means at its 
session having drawn toward a close, the whole 1 
was pos tp oned^ bj abolisfaing tbe offiee of i 



Ataspeeialsessioaofthelegidatnebeldin thewm- 
ter of 1835-6, an -net wan pMsed for t^ rimitiai tiua 
of the niinois sad Miebigaa Canal, tbe Governor was 
aatborised to negoeiate a loan on tbe futh and credit sf 
the state, not exceeding $500JOO^ a board of three com- 
■M ssionefs was oiganised, with fall power to employ en- 
gineers, let eontracts, dimoae of propertj and carry <m tks 
whole bosiness on befaalf of tbe state. One is styled tfe 
** acting commissioner^ with a salaiyof twelve hnnired 
dollare per annam; the otbcis to be styled ^ President nnd 
**Treasnier,'* and to leeeive co m pensation for the time cf 
thcirserneesat the rate of three dollare pa- day. TIm 
law spectlied that said ** Canal shall cosunence at sr 
near tbe town of Chicago, and terminate near the miaih 
of Little Yermilion in La Salle coonty,and on land owned 
by the state. The law Inrtbeimore provided that ••smI 
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eanal should not be less than for^^five ieet wide at the 
surface, thirty feet at the base, and of suflScient depth to 
ensure a navi^tionof at least four feet, to be suitable for 
ordinary canal boat navigation, to be supplied with water 
from Lake Michigan, and such other sources as the canal 
commissioners may think proper, and to be constructed 
in the manner best calculated to promote the permanent 
interest of the country; reserving ninety feet on each side 
of the canal to enlarge its capacity, whenever in the opin- 
ion of the board of land commissioners, the public good 
shall require it.** 

The commissioners, aftera re-examination of the route, 
and obtaining due information from all sources, ^deter- 
mined to adopt the recommendation of the chief engineer, 
and construct tt of the following dimensions; to wit:-— 
sixty feet wide at the top water line; thirty six feet wide 
at the bottom; and six feet deep. The irregular fluctua- 
lions, or tides in the lakes, occasioned by the action of 
high winds, rendered the depth agreed upon, indispen- 
sably necessary to insure a navigation of at least four 
ieet« 

This stupendous work commences on the North fork 
of the South branch of Chicago river, four miles to the 
southwest of the city of Chicago,, (the river its^f form* 
ing a deep and naturul canal from this point to the bar- 
hour,) and from thence extends to the Des Plaines river 
seven and half miles, at a place called *' the Point of 
Oaks.*' This division presents a cutting 18 feet deep, 
through a substratum of stiff blue day. From thence 
down the valley of the Des Plaines to the running out 
of the lake level, 35 miles, the cutting is from 16 to 18 
feet deep, principally through stratified limestone, in stra- 
ta from two to six inches thick. On section 23, T. 36 
N. R. 70, E. of the third principal division, the commis- 
sioners have laid out a town on state property, one mile 
square, called Lockport, Here are, to be two locks, ten 
feet lift each, placed in conjunction, so as to create twenty 
feet fall, pnd an immense water power from the surplus 
water drawn from lake Michigan. Here, also, will be 
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coostTocCed m hmnn for three fooitlis of m mflet wad H9B 
feet wide. Fiooi Lockpoit the canal proceeds domm Um 
▼alley of Dee Plaiaes, to Juliet whero it croeaes by a dan, 
its lioe roDs past Marseilles, and cn we ca Fox river by 
an aqnedoct betwixt the main bluff and Ottawa. A 
naTigable feeder, will connect it with the rapids of Fox 
TiTcr, foor Biiles above Ottawa, and extend throngh tho 
town to the lllioois river, where a natural basin, oi deep 
water, is at the month of Fox river. Below Ottawa, tke 
canal passes down the right bank of the Ulinois, near the 
bluffs, crosses the Pe-cum-saogan, and Little Vermilia«j 
and enters the Illinois river, in the comer of frarfional 
section 31, in township 33, N. Range one, east of thethivi 
principal meridian. To this point the Illinois is naviga- 
ble for steamboats at all stages of water. A steamboat 
baun, or harbor, is to be constructed, and a laige towa 
laid off on section IS, near the termination of the camd. 

The whole length of the carnal including Fox river 
feeder, will be 100 miles, and 28 chains, to which add 
Chicago river, of 5 miles and 44 chains, gives 105 i 
and 72 chains for the entire length of the navigable ] 

The work has been ananged by the board oi ( 
sioners into three divisions, as given in the follomng 



Croteral Sumumary» 

1. Summit Division, including Chicago 
river, 34 miles, 35, 78-100 chains, es- 
timated cost by the EnsiDe^, $ 5,871,324 97 

2. Middle Division, 37 mife^ 55,80-100 

chains, estimated cost, 1,510,957 4€ 

3. Westerii Division, and Fox river 

feeder, 33 miles, 61 20-100 chains, cost 1,272,055 08 



Total estimated cost ^ 8,654,337 51 

The legislature, at its late session, authorised a sur- 
vey of the Calumet, and the Sauga-nas-ke valley with 



,y Google 



OF lIXINOISk 67 

the yiew of constractingr a lateral canal, to open a naTiga* 
ble communication from the main canal to the Calaroet, 
from which it is expected a water communication will be 
made in the state of Indiana to the Wabash and Erie 
canal. 

JResaurces. The resources of the state to meet the cost 
of this stupendous work, which will connect the naviga- 
ble waters of the Mississippi and Illinois, with the lakes 
of Canada, the gulf of St. Lawrence, and the canals 
and other lines of communication in Ohio, Pennsylvania 
and New York, arise from |he sales of town lots and 
lands along the line of this work. 

Each alternate section, along the line of the canal, and 
ten miles in width, has been granted by coosress for the 
purpose. During last year, 375 lots were sold ia Chica- 
go, for the gross amount of one million, three hundred and 
Ifty five thousand, seven hundred andfiftv five dollars. In 
Ottawa, 78 lots sold for 21,358 dollars. The unsold lands 
for canal purposes, belonging to the state amount to 270, 
182 acrest which. Including the town lots laid off, are es- 
timated equal to the expense of the canal. 

Amount of sales for lands and town lots previous to 
1833, gl8,798 08J 

Sale of lots at Chicago in June, 1836, after deduct- 
ing forfeitures, j(l ,355,755. 

Sale of lots in Ottawa, September, 1836, £^21,358. 

The estimated value of the lots in the town of Lock- 
port, and the town laid off at the termination of the canal 
18 one million and a-half dollars. The remainder of the 
canal lands may be estimated at 20 dollars per acre. 

The project of this canal is a vast enterprise for so 
youn^ a state, but truly national in its character, and will 
constitute one of the main arteries in eastern and westerft 
communication. The work is going forward, and from 
five to eight years is the period estimated for its com- 
pletion. 

Already commerce, in no small extent, is passing along 
that line. Merchants from St. Louis, from along the Illi- 
nois river, from Galena and the Wisconsin territory, and 
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espeeiallj from tbe Wabash riTer as far soodi as Ten* 
Haate, hriog their goods that way. 

Were a commoDicatioD opeDed b^weea the saT ig a hie 
waters, the distance from New Yoi^ to St. Louis woaM 
be passed in from sixteen to twenty days. 

The following resalt is foaoded upon iaforBatiom 
gathered by the commissioners. 

From New York to Bofl^o, 5 days.— From Bcfialo to 
Chicago, by steamboats fitted for lake naTigatioB, 8 dajs. 
—From Chicago to the foot of the rapids on the laOway, 
estimating the speed at 3 miles an honr 33 hoors^ — Fro^ 
the foot of the rapids to St. Loois, by steamboats, 48 boos. 

The whole distance can be parsed oTerin sixteen da]^*. 
bnt giTinv fonr days additional time, and the tfanspiHto- 
tion on this route can be made in twenty days. 

The shipments throagh Chicago in 1832, amounted tm 
300,000 dollars. In 1833, from April 8 to September 10, ?• 
schooners and 3 steamboats had discharged their cargoes. 

In 1835, the arrivals were 9 steamboats, 867 schoonos 
and brigs, with 5015 tons of merchandise, and 9400 bands 
of salt, besides lumber, prorisions, etc 

In 1831), from April 18th to December 1st, the arrivals 
at Chicago were 40 steamboats, 10 ships and barqnes» 
36 brigs, 363 schsoners, and 8 sloops equal to 60,000 toss. 

The commercial and consequently the agricnltiiral is- 
terpsts of the whole Tslley of the Mississippi, are co»- 
cemed in the result of this undertaking. For whatever 
amount of prodncse is thrown off through this channel tm 
the Canadas and New York, it increases the advantai^es 
of a market Cm- the commerce that floats down the Missis- 
sippi. The Missouri, and the Wisconsin territory are ss 
less interested in opening this eoramonication. In accept- 
ing the donation of land made by the general govemmeats 
the honor and credit of Illinois is really pledged for thesse- 
cess of this enterprise. There is then no ground for retrcsU 

I regrpt the prescribed limiis of this work will mx 
permit me to exhibit the important bearing that tbs 
success of this project will have upon the fur busiiiess. 
the lead manufacture, the Indian trade, the rapid settls- 
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ment and improTement of all the northerD portion of the 
state, and the adjacent territory, and upon the prosperity 
of the farming community throughout our whole interior* 
It ought to be noticed that a project is now in progress 
in Michigan to construct a railway across the peninsula 
from Detroit to the mouth of the St. Joseph's rirer, which 
enters lake Michigan nearly opposite and east from Chi- 
cago. This would save the circuitous route by water, and 
greatly lessen the distance and risk. 



GREAT INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM. 

At the late session of the legislature, (1836-7) an act 
was pasted to establish and maintain a general system of 
Internal Improvement. 

It provides for a " Board of Fund Commiasionera,'*^ of 
three persons, and a ** Board of CommUnonera of PubKe 
J^orluj^ of seven persons one in each judicial circuit. 

The Board of Fund Commissioners are authorised to 
Regociate all loans, authorised by the legislature, on the 
faith and credit of the state for objects of Internal Im- 
provement; receive, manage, deposit, and apply all sums 
of money, and manage the whole fiscal concerns of the 
improvement system. 

The Board of Public Works are authorised and re- 
quired to locate, superintend, direct, and construct on 
behalf of the state all works of internal improvement, 
which are or shall be authorised to be undertaken by the 
state (except the Illinois and Michigan Canal, which is 
managed by a distinct Board.) This Board is required 
to hold semiannual meetings in June and December. Each 
member has specific charge of that portion of the works that 
§a\\e within his own district. They are required to execute 
the works by letting out contracts, except in special cases. 

The Fund Commissioners are authorised to contract 
loans by issuing state stock at a rate not exceeding six 
per centum per annum, and to an amount not exceeding* 
eight millions of dollars, redeemable after 1870. 
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1. The Grett Wabash riTer ia co-operataoa wiik Aa 
state of Indiana, in ttial part oTer whieh both states havs 
eoaeoneot Jnrisdistioo; appropriated f 100,000. 

S. Illiaots liTera, {100,000. 

3. Rock riTCT, 0100,000. 

4. Kaskaskia riTor, £50,000. 

5. Little Wabash riTer 2^<>00. 

6. On the Great Western Mail Rovte leading 6oa 
Vincennes to St. Loots. £250,000. 

7. A railroad from the eity of Cairo, at or near the 
ioactioo of the Ohio and Mississippi riTers, Tia Vaadalia 
Sk^byrUle, Deeatarand Bloomiogtoiu — toeross the Dli- 
Dois river, at the termination of the Illinois and Mickigan 
canal, and from thenee, via SaTaana to Galeaa, apfva- 
priated £3,500,000. 

This U called the •* Central RaU road,** by the p eo p lsw 

8. A soothem cross railroad from Alton, Tia Ed waids- 
▼ille, Cariyle, Salem, Fairfield, Albion to meant Car mi I; 
liram whence it is expected a line will be extended tknm gk 
Indiana to New AlbaoT* and become connected with the 
great railroad charterra and sorrejed from the Ohio mar 
to Charieston, Sooth Carolina. 

Alao a railroad from Ahoa to ^lawneetown, to drvcm 
from the aforesaid soothem cross railroad at Edwartt- 
Tflle, and paaa throo|rh Lebanon, Naahrille, Pin^aey- 
▼ille, Frankfort and Equality. 

And farther, a railrou from BeHerille Tia Lrtanon, aad 
to intersect the road from Alton to MoontCann^. This last 
will pass near Rock Spring. Appropriated £1,7 50, 0—, 

9. A northern crosa railroad frx>m Qain^ on the Miaai^ 
aippi river, Tia Colambos, Clayton, Monnt Sterling ,te cioaa 
the Illinois river at Meredosia, and to JacksnoTille, 
Sprigfield, Decatnr, Sydney, Danville, and thence to the 
state line in the direction of La&yette, Indiana, and th«s 
form a line of commnnicatioD arith the great works in !»-> 
diaoa, and to the eastern states. Appropruted $1,850,000. 
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10. A railroad from Alton yia Upper Alton, Hillsboro, 
Shelbysville, Charleston, Paris, and from thence to the state 
line in the direction of Terre Haate, Indiana, where it 
will be connected with railroad and canal communications 
through that state, both in an estern and southern direction. 
Appropriated, $1,950,000. 

11. A railroad from Peoria, Tia Canton, Macomb and 
Carthage to Warsaw, on the Mis8issippi,at the foot of the 
Dea Moines rapids. Appropriated t700,000. 

13. A railroad from Bloomington, to Mackinau, and 
from thence two branches to Uie Illinois riTcr;-— one 
through Tremont i6 Pekin; the other to Peoria. Appro- 
priated $350,000. 

An appropriation of $200,000 was made to those counties 
through which no railroad or canal is made at the c^st of 
the state, to be in a rateable proportion to the census of 
1835, and to be applied in the improvement of roads, 
bridges and other public works by the counties. 



INTBRirAL IMPaOTBMEirr ruiTD. 

The special fund for this purpose shall consist of all 
moneys raised from state bonds, or stock, or other loans, 
authorised by law;— all appropriations made from time to 
time out of the revenue of the state arising from land taxes; 
-^-all tolls and rentsof water privileges ami other tolls from 
the works when constructed; — all rents, profits and issues 
from lands to be purchased on the routes; — ^the proceeds 
of all donations of lands from the general government, or 
from individuals, companies, or corporations;— a portion of 
the proceeds of the surplus fund distributed by congress; 
together with the net proceeds of all bank and other stocks 
subscribed and owned by the state after liquidating the in- 
terest on loans contracted for the purchase of such bank 
or other stocks. 

A subsequent enactment authorised the l^und Commis- 
sioners to subscribe two millions oC dollars stock to the 
State Bank of Illinois, and one million four hundred 
6 
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thousand doDan to theDlinolt bank at SkawneelowB, Vf 
the Creadon of six pa cent, stodc The net proeeeds of 
this etoek, after paying interest on the loans will equal six 
per centom per annnm, or prodooe an annoal revcaae to 
the Internal ImproTement fond of $180,000. 

The interest of the state in all these worin, all dMir 
proceeds, with the fiuth of the state, are invrocably 
]>ledged for the payment d the intoest and the ledeap- 
tion of the principal of all stock and loans lor Inlennllni- 
prorement. 

The iaprorement of the great western nail ronte froa 
Vincennee to St. Loais, and the special appropriation ts 
to the counties, are to be proiided for from the first loans 
Blade. 

The improrement of the riTers is to be for stsam, ked 
and flat boats; to be commenced at their months and eon- 
tinned op as Ctf as the appropriations admit. 

The rail roads are to be commenced at thw intersection 
with nangable rivers, and commercial towns, and as soon 
as &Te miles of any one line is completed the commis- 
sioners are required to place thereon locomotiTes and 
ftcilities of transportation, to establish tolls, etc 

Congress has made an appropriation to improve ^e 
navigation of the Miasissippi at the rapids— n work of im- 
mense inportance to the nOTthem part of this state, and 
the Wisconsin Territoiy. 

The improvement of the navigation of the Mississippi 
should be regarded and urged as strictly a national wcdc. 
There are two rapids in the Mississippi river, whieh, in 
times of low water, impede the proness of steamboats. 
One is near the month of the Des Moines, and adjoining 
Hancock county, where the water descends over sand 
rocks 35 feet 5 inches in about 11 miles. The other 
commences at Rock Island and extends about fifteen 
miles. The descent of the water in that distance is 91 
lieet 10 inches. In both of these rapids there sie ledges 
of rocks, with interval? of de^ water, extending neroos 
the river. 

The harbor at Chicago, nearly completed by the j 
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ral government will be of immense benefit to that place 
and all the northern ))ortion of the state. It will form one 
of the finest harbors in all the northern lake country. 

The National Road is in promress through this state, 
and considerable inprovemcnt lias been made on that 
portion which lies between Vandalia and the boundary 
of Indiana. This road enters Illinois at the northeast > 
comer of Clark county, ^and passes diagonally through 
Coles and Efllngham counties in a southwesterly course 
to Vandalia, a distance of 90 miles. The road is esta- 
blished 80 feet wide, the central part, 30 feet wide, 
raised above standing water, and not to exceed three 
degrees from a level. The base of all the abutments of 
bridges roust be equal in thickness to one third of the height 
of the abutment. 

But little has been done on this road during the last two 
years. About $220,000 of appropriated fuAds now remain 
on hand, and arrangements are in progress to work out 
this fund during the present season. 

From Vandalia, westward, the road is not yet located, 
but the legislature of Illinois with grreat unanimity have 
consented to its passage through the state, only on the 
contingency it shall pass Alton and cross the Mississippi, 
above the mouth of the Missouri. 

Many companies have been incorporated for the con- 
struction oT short canals, rail roads and turnpike roads, 
some of which will be noticed in connection with towns 
etc. 

A railroad from Naples to Jacksonville, now undergoing 
construction ; — another rail road from Jacksonville via 
LynuFilie and Winchester to the Illinois river opposite 
Augusta. A third railway has been commenced from Chi- 
cago to the Des Plaines, twelve miles over level prairies 
and designed to extend across the state to Galena. 

Another railroad is now under contract and working 
from the Mississippi, opposite St. Louis, across the Ameri- 
can Bottom to the coal mines in the bluffs of St. Clair 
county. Governor John Reynolds, George E.Walker, 
Vital Jarroi, S. B. Chandler and Louis Boismenuown the 
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laad wmd hare efMnmeod this riilroad, six nlcs ] 
which will be completed before the doee of the pr 
yesr. They own a strip of Isnd aloD^r the blnffii for three 
miles is exteot, filled wilh c^aastkss beds of hitami- 
Does coal, from which itis expected thataot less than obs 
millioo of boshels of coal will be tran^orted aoaaally te 
the river. 

No state ia the aoioo possesses sodifiMalities for ialer- 
commoaicatioa by canab and railways, at so cheap a rale 
and which can be so eqoally dtstribated to itspopolatkmt 
as Illinois. 



KDOCATUnr. 

The coBgTPSs of die United States, in the act for admit- 
tins the atata of Illinois into the onion upon eqoal footing 
wim the other westwn stales, granted to it the aeetian 
nnmbered mxUen in every towmhip, or one thirty-fl|^th 
part of all the public lands within the state, for the ass 
of schools. The avails of this section are nndeiatood Is 
constitote a fund for the benefit of the fomilies Uinmg 
within the snrreyed township, and not the portioB of a 
common fond to be applied by die state for the genoal 
porposes of edncation. 

Three per cent of the net proceeds of all the pnUie 
lands, lyioflT within this state, which shall be s<M afler 
the Ist of Jannary, 1819, is to be paid over by the general 
government, and constitote a common fond for education 
nnder the direction of the stete aothority. One sixth of this 
three per cenL fond, is to be exclusively bestowed npon 
a college, or university. 

Two entire townships, or 46,080 acres selected from 
choice portions of the public lands, have likewise been 
given to edncation. Part of this land has been sold by 
sute aothori^ and the avails funded at six per cent, in- 
terest. 

The amount of foods realised from these sources, and 
under charge of the state, (independent of the sixteenth 
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sections,) is about ||384,183, the interest of which is now 
distribnted annually to such schools as make due returns 
to the proper authority. 

By a recent act of the legislature, a moiety of the '* «ttr- 
phufund,^'* received from the national treasury, is to be 
converted into bank stock, and the income to be distribn- 
ted to common schools. The income of the three per cen- 
tum from the sales of public lands, will continue as long 
as there are public lands to be sold. 

The unsold lands in this state belonging to the general 
government, may be estimated at 18,000,000 of acres. 
Were this sold at the present minimum price, it would 
produce {^22,500,000, of which three per cent, would be 
67^,000 dollars. 

But it is hiQ;hly probable that this immense domain will 
not all be sold at its present price; we will put the ave- 
rage ^alue at 75 cents per acre, or jS13,500,000, of which 
three percent, belonging to this state,^would give J405.000 
for education purposes. 

The amount of the sections numbered sixteen, and re- 
served for schools in the respective townships, was esti- 
mated by the commissioner of public lands, and reported 
to Congress in April, 1832, at 977,457 acres in Illinois. 

This tract is not usually sold until the township in 
which it lies \3 somewhat populated, and hence commands 
a higher price thsTn other lands. The section in the vicin- 
ity of Chicago was sold in November, 1833, (after re- 
serving twelve acres,) for {^^8,705. Other tracts in set- 
tled portions of the state have been sold for from five to 
ten GoUars per acre. 

Estimating the whole' at two dollars per acre, the 
value is jSl,954,914. 

Present fund at interest, $ 384,183 

Value of Seminary lands unsold, 20,000 

Value of sections numbered sii(teen, 1,954,914 

Estimate of the three per cent, fund on all 
public land now unsold in the state, at 
75 cents per acre, . - 405,000 

6* 552,764,097 
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To this add the moiety of the sorplas fand to be t»- 
▼ested in bank stock and the iocome to be distributed with 
the interest on the school fund, eqnal to 318,500 dollarss 
but as it is liable to be demanded bj the general govem- 
ment, I have not considered it anj portion of the perm- 
nent school fond. 

The fonds and claims of Dlinois for edecatioa poF- 
poses may be estimatnd at Ihrte mUUmu of doihn, 

Bot it is sincerely and ardently hoped that the patriot- 
ism, foresight, intelligence, and liberality of congreasy after 
reducing the price ofthe public lands to the actual se ttler 
and cuhiTator, will be manifested in implying all fntare pro- 
ceeds to the object of common schools, by some equitabW 
apportionment amongst the scTeral states of the Uoiob. 
Hitherto these lands baTC been pledged for the payoient 
of the national debt. That being now accomplished, I 
cannot but hope this question will be settled to the entife 
satisfaction of all parties, by a consecration of the net 
proceeds to the noble, beneficent, and truly national pur- 
pose of educating erery child in the Union. Such a dis- 
position of the public domain would reflect more honor on 
this nation, and tend more to its aggrandisement, thaa m 
hundred wars or a thousand Tictories. It would provide 
for a triumphant conquest of human ignorance, and cany 
joy and gltulness to millions of hearts. 

Notwithstanding the liberal proTision in funds and lands 
for education, little has yet b^en done by the legislature 
in providing a system for common schools. A law was 
framed in 1825, providing for school districts to becooM 
incorporated, by the action of the county commissionenP 
courts, upon a petition of a majority of the qualified voters 
of any settlemenL The voters in each district, by a ma- 
jority of votes, could levy a tax not exceeding one half 
per centum on property, and appoint trustees and otha 
officers to manage the business. 

This feature of the law was soon made unpopular, and 
a subsequent legislature repealed that portion that autho- 
rised the levying of a tax, and made other modifications, 
by which it temains on the statute book as a matter of 
very little value. 
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The preamble to this law e^ablishes beyond controrer* 
sy, the great principles for legislative aathority and aid 
for common schools. It reads thns:— 

** To enjoy our rights and liberties, we must under- 
stand them; — Uieir security and protection ought to be Um 
first object of a free people;*— and it is a well established 
^ict that no nation has ever continued, long in the enjoy* 
ihent of civil and political freedom, which was not both 
virtuous and enlightened; — and believing that the ad* 
▼ancement of literature always has been, and ever will 
be the means of developing more fully the rights of man; 
diat the mind of every citizen of every republic, is the 
common property of society, and constitutes the basis of 
its strength and happiness;— it is considered the peculiar 
duty of a free government, like ours, to encourage and 
extend the improvement and cultivation of the intellect* 
ual energies oif the whole: Therefore, 

*• Be iienaded^ rfc" 

Provision now exists by law for the people to organise 
themselves into school districts, and to conduct the affkirs 
of the school in a corporate capacity by trustees, and they 
can derive aid from public tiinds under control of the 
sUte. 

Upon petition from the inhabitants of a township, the 
section numbered sixteen can lie sold, and the proceeds 
funded, the interest of which ma^ be applied annually 
to the teachers of such schools within the township as 
conform to the requisites of the law. To some extent the 
peo|>le have availed themselves of these provisions and 
receive the interest of the fund. 

A material defect in all the laws that have been framed 
ifl this state, on this subject, has been in not reqniring the 
necessary qualifications on the part of teachers, and a 
previous examination before a competent board or com- 
mittee. 

Without such a provision no school law will be of much 
real service. The people have suffered much already, and 
common school Question has* been greatly retarded by 
the imposition of unqualified and worthless persons under 
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tiMsai»eof 9dioolteidien;aBd were fiuds ever so libe- 
lall J beefaywed^ thej would prove of little real serviee. 
without the reqaiaites of eolmetj, reonlity, mmd aaft- 
ciettt abilitj to teaeh well oe the pan of tboee who get 
the pa J. 
A eoaqiletB eonuBoa aeliool ajatem moat be omaiaed, 

peofrie. The 



' or lam, and will be aoataiaed b j the [ 
edacatioa faada, and wanta of the eoaatiy, call 
lor it. 

Many good piiaBaij adioola now exist, and where three 
or four of the leading faaiilies nnile and ezot their inia 
eoee in fiiTor of the reoavMe, it ia not dificnlt to have n 
good aelKM^ 

In eaeh eoanty ^ school eoauusaioner ia _ 
saperinteod the aalea of the aizteenth aections, Ic 
mon^, reeeive and i^poition the interest reeeivad bam 
this land and from the atate fanda, rseeive aohedale re- 
turns of the number of sefaolars that attend eaeh achool, 
and make report annually to the aeerelaiy of stale. 

The people in any aettlemeat ean organise theaMdvea 
into a achool diatrict, employ a teacher, and obtun 
proportioB of the income from the achool landa. 



,iiemmmkerofdaj^eaikomei»pre9emi,mmdiiei 
~t wmolar Ui' 
etrtiJUd by tie irugUaqfiie duHd^ mni rtbtrmd tm ikt 



fcr of 4mf» eaek weioiar is oiarw/, • copy tf wkitk i 

y " "_ ' _ - - - -^ ^^ ^ 

school eommtMauHun of ike cmmhf ae m ianmu mlfy. 
If the achool is made op from parts of two 
townships, a aeparate achedule of the ach<dara from each 



If the achool is nmde op from parts of two or 
" I separate achedu' 
township must be made out. 



The term ^townahip** in the achool lawa aaerdy ex- 
presses the surveys of 36 aeetiona, and not a civil orga- 
nisation. 

Several aeminariea, and inatitntiona for coUegea, hnve 
been eatablished andpromise success. 

BBmoU CoUtge. This 'institution is located in the vi- 
cini^ of JacksonviUe, and one mile west of the town. 
Its situation is on a deliglltliil eminence, fronting the east, 
and overiookiag the town, and a vast extent of beauttlul 
prairie coontiy, now covered with well cultivated fiums. 
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This ingtitation owes Its existence and prosperityt 
under God, to the pioas enterprise of several ^onag men, 
formerly members of Yale College, Conneeticnt. Most 
of its foods have heed realised from the geneioos dona- 
tions of the liberal and philanthropie abroad. 

The buildings are as follows: a brick edifiest 104 ftek 
in length, 40 feet in width, fire stories high, including 
the basement; containing 32 apartments for the accom- 
modation of oflkers and students. Each apartment eoB- 
sists of a sittin? room, or study, 14 feet by 13, two bed 
rooms, each ei^t feet square, two dress closets, and one 
wood closet. The basement story embraces a boarding 
hall, kitchen, store rooms, etc for the general acconymo- 
dation. 

To this main building are atta^ed two wings, each 
38 feet long, and 38 feet wide, three stories high, includ- 
ing the basement; for the accommodation of the families 
of the Faculty. 

The chapel is a separate buildinflr, 66 feet long, and 36 
feet wide, two stories high, including rooms for public 
worship, lectures, recitations, library, etc. and eight 
rooms for students. 

There are also upon the premises a farm house, bam, 
workshops • for students wno wish to perform manual 
labor, and other out buildings. 

The farm consists of 300 acres of land, all under fence. 
The improTements and stock on the farm are rained at 
several thousand dollars. 

Students who choose are allowed to employ a portion 
of each day in manual labor, either upon the farm or in 
the workshop. Some individuals earned ||150 each du^ 
ring the year. 

The library consists of about 1,500 volumes. There, 
is also a valuable chemical and philosophical apparatus. 

The year is divided into two^ terras, of twenty weeks 
each. The first term commences eight weeks after the 
third Wednesday in September.. The second term com- 
mences on the Wednesday previous to the 5th of May; 



,y Google 



70 A OAZBTTBSR 

leaTio^ eight weeks Taeation io the fall and fo«r in the 
spring. 

There are 43 stadente conneeted with the college 
classes, and 33 stadeots in the pieparatorj depaznient. 
Of this nnmber, sereral are beneficiaries, who are aided 
by edneation societies, with a Tiew to the goqpd minis- 
tiy. A considerable nomber more are pioos. 

Tlie tmstees ni the college are ficT. Edward Bee^et^ 
President, Hon. Samnel D. Lockwood, John P. Wilkiin 
son, Esq., William G. Posc^, Escj., Rct. Messrs. Ths- 
Ton Baldwin, Jchsk F. Brooks, Elisha Jennej, William 
Kirby, Asa Tnmer, John 6. Bergen, and John Tilteoa, 
Esq., Rer. Gideon Blackbnm, O. D, Got. Jos^h Dnn- 
can, Col. Thomas Mather, Winthorp S. Gilman, Esq^ 
Frederick Collins, Esq., Nathaniel Coffin, Esq., Tkc»- 
snrer and Agent, Rer. J. M. StnrtcTant, Secretary, Jere- 
miah Graves, Snperintendant of the Farm. 

Faculty, Bob. Edward Beeeker^ A. M. President, aid 
Profisssor of Moral and InteUectnal Philosophy and Po> 
litical Economy. 

jBeo. /. H. ShtHemmi, A. M. Professor of Mathe- 
matics and Natural Philosophy, and lecturer on Chem- 
istry. 

Truman M. Po§t^ A. M. Professor of the Greek sad 
Latin Languages. 

Jonathan Bafdwin Tumar^ A» M. Professor of Rheto- 
ric and Belles Letters. 

Beuben Gaylord^ A. B. Instructor in the preparatory de- 
partment. 

Clo Mtu , Senior, 3; — Junior, 11;— SophtMnore, 13;^*- 
Freshman, 16. Total Collegiate department, 4A 

In the Preparatory department, 83 

64 

The course of Instruction is intended to be equal to the 
first rate colleges .in the eastern states. 

ShurtleffCaiegeofMon, nUnau, is pleasantly situated 
at Upper Alton. It originated in the establishment rf 
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a Seminary at Rock Spring, in 1827« and which was sub- 
seqaently removed. 

At a meeting held Jone 4th9 1833, seven genilemen 
formed a written compact, and agreed to advance funds 
for the purchase of aboot 360 acres of land, and put up 
an academical building of brick, 3 stories with a stone 
basement, 40 feet long and 33 feet wide. A large stone 
building for a Refectory, and for Professors' and Students* 
rooms has since been erected. The Rev. HubberLoomis 
commenced a Preparatory school in 1633. In 1835 build- 
ing lots were laid off within the corporate bounds of the 
town, a part of which was sold, and a valuable property 
still remains for future sale. 

The same year funds to some extent were obtained in 
the eastern states, of which the liberal donation of ten 
ihousand doUari was received from Benjamin Shnrtleff 
M. D. of Boston, which pyea name to the institution. 
Of this fund 5000 dollars is to be appropriated towards a 
College bailding, and 5000 dollars towards the endow- 
ment of a Professorship of Oratory, Rhetoric and Belles- 
letters. 

Regular College classes are not yet organised. The 
Preparatory department is in regular progress and con- 
tains about 60 students. 

Bev* Washington Levereit, A. M. Professor of Mathe- 
matics, and Natural Philosophy. 

Bn. ZenoB B, Newman^ A. M. Principal of the Prepa- 
ratory Department. Measures are progressing to put up 
a large college building, and to complete the organisatioa 
of the College Faculty. 

AUon Theological Seminary is an organisation distinct 
from Shurtleff College. Rev. Lewis Colby, A. M. is 
Theological Professor, with seven or eight students, li- 
centiates of Baptist churches, under his charge.' 

Me Kendreean College^ under the supervision of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, is located at Lebanon, St. 
Clair county. It has a commodious framed. building, 
snd about 50 Students in the Preparatory Department, 
under the charge of two competent instructors. 
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JUb Dtmm^ CoBi^ at ICaeooib, hm josl < 
opentiou. It ib identified with the iat ei e eti of ikm 
«*old adiool'' Pieebytariiiit, m the lUieoie eolkee at 
JaekeoBTille is wiih the «* New Sehool'' Pieeb y te ri— . 

CmOm CoOtge in Fnltoo eoan^ has leeeatl j hesa 
bartend as a eolle^ hj the lefisliian, and is ai 
able aeadeaueal lastitntioo, and has 70 or 80 st 
BoT. 6. B. Pony A. M. fonnsrij pastor of the 
stieet Baptist Choreh Philadelphia, has leeeatlj' 
eleeted president of this Institntioo. 

A Litafvj laslitntioo, modeled sooMwhat 



^anof the OmmIb isitftlii/e in the state of New York, is 
in progress at Galesboro, Knox eoaaty, nnder ths napes- 
isionofihar 



mion of the Rer. Mr. Gale and oAer i 

Behiiere rtfty,in Winneba^ eoantjr, has 
eeatlj chartered, and an effort is ahoat bonf mnde te 
estahliah a napeetahle literary institntion in thin 
and interesting portioo of the state. 

Sereral re^eetahle aeadeoiies and seainariea are 
in operatioo, established chiefly by indiTidoal 
where good sehools are tanght. Amonnst these we n^ 
ties the fi^owing, thoogh some of equal importanee msy 
heoreriooked. 

The J&dtmmmUe Jrainmy eondoeted by Measrs. Chades 
£. Blood, and Charles B. Barton A. B. is established for 
the eooTenienee of thoee whose stodies are not safllrieat 
ly advanesd to enter the Pr^aratory Department of Illi- 
nois College. 

The fcaJM i H i fii JtamJrAoJeaty is a flonrishing ins^ 
tation. 

A lespeetaUe Academy is ia opentioa at SpriagieM, 
another at Princeton, Pntnam eoonty, a third at Grig^ 
▼ille, and a foarth at Qniney. 

The Jtton JVsmlr Srmimarj f is an inatitotion prsfselsd 
fo afidland isnfnl rrnnn nf inirtrnrtinn, nn ■ lirra scnli. 
towards the establishinent of which Benjamin Godfiay, 
Esq., will eontribnte fifteen Or twen^ thoosand doUan. 

It is located at Moatiedlo, a little more than fear aulea 
from Alton, on the borden of a delightfal, elevated prairie. 
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and is desired wholly as a boarding aehool. l^e basinets 
of iostracUon will be in the hands of competent ladies. 
The system of instracUon will be extensive. The Rev. The« 
ran Baldwin will exercise a general soperFisioo over the 
' iAStitation, and lecture on scientific and rdigions subjects; 

The project of eslablisbing a Seminary, for the equca- 
tioQ of teaehera at Waverley in the southeastern part of 
Morgan county, is entertained by seyeral gentlemen. 

A Seminary is about being established in a settlement 
of Reformed Presbyterians in the eastern part of Randolph 
county. 

The *' Reformers/' or Campbellites/as some term fhem, 
bavQ a charter and contemplate establishing a collegia at 
Hanover, in Tazewell county. 

Thus abroad and deep foundation is about being laid in 
this state for the promotion of education. 
* Several iycenmis and literary aasaooiations exist in this 
state, and there is in almost every county a decided 
expression of popular opinion in favor of education. 



BKLI0lO^ DaNOMIVATlOirS. 

The Methodist Epiicopal Church is the most numerous. 
The Illinois Conference, which embraces this staU and 
a portion of Wisconsin Territory, in 183& had 61 circuil 
pmachers, 306 local preachers, and 16,097 members of 
society. They sustain preaching in every county, and 
in a large number of the settlements. 

The Baptist Denomination includes 23 Associations, 
^ churches, 160 preachers and 7,360 communicants. 

The Preehyteriana have one Synod, 8 Presbyteries, and 
about 80 churches, 60 ministers, and 2,500 loembers. 

There are 13 or 15 Congregaiionalist churches, united 
in an association, and several ministers. 

The JUetbodiat ProUeiomi Denomination has one confer^ 
ence, 33 ministers jind 344 members. 

The Befurmers^ as they term themselves, or *J Campbell- 
ttes,^ as others call them, have several large, and a num- 
7 
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WrofsaaD tocielies, m avaber of pmdwrs, »4 1 
liaiidrcd OMOibers, indadina the CkriaHmm W>dj wiik 
which they are ia aaioa. Thej iauaerae all wlw prafrca 
to belieTe ia Chriat for the reeii M iow of tiaa, hat Aftr 
widely frooi orthodox baptiate oa aomepoiata ofdoctriaa. 

The Cua A e r lamd FnabyUrimu have 8 or 3 Pi ca bj le i i t a, 
12 or 15 preachers, aad aereral haadred eoonaraaicaaAa. 

There are two cfaarehes of RHhnmed PrtAyUnamM^ m 
Cmemmmim^ 1 miaisler, aad aboat 980 cooiBBaaicaata, 
with a few feauliea aeattered ia other parte of the staieu 
There are also two or three aocietiea of tfiianaff Rt /mm ed 
.cnrcsMfSBnaaSf or atotmtn* 

la MeLeaa coaa^ is a aoeie^ of UmUd 
assooM call them, Dateh Methodists. 

The IhiwiarA hare five or six soeietic 
preachera ia this state. 

There are aeveral Latheraa coagragatioaa m'A \ 



The Fniaimd EpiMCopml Ckmrtk has aa 
dioeese, 8 or 10 congiegatioos, aad 7 or 8 oiioisters. 

There are aoiall societies of /Vmdb or Qmmkttt im 
Tuewell aad Crawford coaatie^ aod a few Mtrmama^ 
aeattered throagfa the state. 

The JIawaa Odkdka are aot aaaKfoas. Thej haw a 



doiea eoagregatioaa, 8 or 10 priests, aod a popalatioa he> 
tareea five asid six thoasaad laclodias^ ^ ^"^ 7<>**f^ ^ 
eooveat aad boardiB|r eehool for yoaag ladiea ia ia apaea- 
tioa at Kaskaskia. The Rooiaa Catholica are Mosdj 
aboat the old Preach villafea, aad the laboran aloag ihia 
liaeofcaaaL 

There is eoasiderable ezpreaeioB of good feeliap 
aflMNigat the differeat religioaa deaoaiiaalioaa, aaii tka 
membera Ireqaeatf j hear the preachera of each other, aa 
there are bat few coagregatiooa that are aapplied every 
l^bath. Tbeqaalific^oaa of the clergy lea are varieaa. 
A aaaiberof thcai are awa of taleata, learaiag, iaJagaca, 
aad aableoiiabed piety. Others have had bat few adv 
tagea ia aeqpiriag either literary or theological 
tioa, and yet aie good speakers aod aadlal aMa. 
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Some are very illiterate, and make utter confa don of the 
word of God. Sach persona are usually proud, conceit- 
ed, fanatical, and influenced by a spiri^t far rerooTed from 
the meek, docile, benevolent, and charitable spirit of the 
gospel. 

In general there are as many professors of religion, of 
some description, in proportion to the population, as in 
most of the states. The number will not vary Air from 
40,000, or one to ten. 



PUBLIG LANDS. 

t 

In all the new states and territories, the lands whicH 
are owned by the general government, are surveyed and 
sold under one general system. In the surveys, '* imm- 
dtarC"* lines are first established, running north from the 
mouth of some noted river. These are intersected with 
**6iMe" lines. 

There are five principal meridians in the land surveys 
in the west. 

The ** First FrineiptU Meridian'^ is a line due north 
from the mouth of the Miami. 

The ** Second Frineipal Meridian*^ is a line due north 
from the mouth of Little filue river, in Indiana. 

The ** Third Frineipal Meridian^* is a line due north 
from the mouth of the Ohio. 

Th(3 Fourth Frineipal Meridian*^ is a line due north 
from the mouth of the Illinois. 

The *^ Fifth Frineipal Meridian^* is a line due north 
from the mouth of the Arkansas. Each of these meridians 
has its own base line. 

The surveys connected with the third and fourth meri- 
dians, and a small portion of the second, embraee the state, 
of Illinois^ 

The base line for both the second and third principal 
meridians commences at.Diamond Island, in the OMo, 
opposite Indiana, and runs due west till it strikes the 
Mississippi, a few miles below St. Louis. 
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All the UfwmJ^ in Illiiiois, sootk tod eist of the IDi- 
nois riTer, aiB numboed fitom this base line either aoitfa or 
8oath« 

The third prioeipal meridiaa teiauoAtee with the Mnrth** 
era boondarj of the state. 

The Ibiirth principil Beridian com mo iiece on the ri^t 
hank* and at the flMoth of the Illiiiois riTer, hoi iraeMl^' 
atelj Gtoeses to the eaai ahore^ aad pasaea op oft that aide, 
([and at one place neail j foniteeo milea distant,) to m point 
in the channel of the riTer, serentj-two miles from its 
month. Here its base line commences and extends across 
the p^iinsnla to the Miasissqipi, a short distance abore 
QoiDej. The fourth principal meridian is continued north- 
waid through die nfuitary tract, and aezose Rock tiTor, to 
a eorre in the Misassippi at the upper rapids, in township 
eighteen nortb*^ aad about twelve at fifteen niile» above 
Bock Island. It here erosses and passes up the toeaf aide 
of the Miaatss^pi firer fifky-ihnee miles, and recroases 
into Illinois, and passes through the town of €Salena to 
the nOTtheni boondaiy of the state* U is thence continued 
to the Wisconsin river and made the principal mmdian 
for the surveys <^ the territory, while the northern boun- 
dary line of the state is constituted its base line for that 
lenon. 

Havin? formed a prindpal meridian with its oorrespondl- 
ing baseline, fM* a district of country, the next operation 
of the surveyor is to divide this into tracts of aix miles 
aqaare, called ^^icmntkipt.^ 

In numbering the townships eoH or toett from a princi- 
pal meridian, they ere called ^ fwigef,'^ meaning a range 
4>f townships; but in nnmberin^ norlA or jdmCA from a base 
line, they are called ** townahtps.^^ Thds a tract of land ia 
said to be situated in township four north, in range three 
east, from the third principal meridian: or as the cane 
m^ be. 

' Townships are subdivided into square miles, or tracts 
of ^0 acres each, called «' tectums J* If near timber, trees 
are marked and numbered with the sQBtion, township, and 
range, near each sectional corner. If in a la^ prairie, a 
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mound is raised to desigrnate the corner, and a billet of 
charred wood buried, if no rock is near. Sections are 
divided into halves by a line north and south, and into 
quarters by a transverse line. In sales, under certain con- 
ditions, quarters are sold in equal subdivisions of forty 
acres each, at one dollar and twenty-fiVe cents per acre. 
Any person, whether a native born citizen, or a foreigner, 
may purchase forty acres of the richest soil, and receive 
an indisputable title, for fifty dollars. 

Ranga are townships counted either east or west from 
meridians. 

IhumskipM are counted either north or south from their 
respective base lines. 

FraciionM are parts of quarter sections intersected by 
streams or confirmed claims. . 

The parts of townships, sections, quarters, etc made 
at the lines of either townships or meridians are called 
excesses or dejieieneies. 

Sections^ or miles square, are numbered, beginning in the 
noriheast corner of the township, progressively west to the 
range line, and then progressively east to the range Une, aU 
temately, terminating at the southeast comer of the town^ 
ship, from one to thirty-six, as in the following diagram: 
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• Appropriated for sehools in the township. 
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IlnvebeMi tins putieelarui tysacdontoftkei 
ireys of pdrfk laa^ to ekUbit the sniplkitj of « Mi 
tbat tD fltnafOBy «ueq«auited with the mttkod of m 



Iwring the — cti o o«, and tfaoTiriooot 
peqilexiBf aod eoofoaed* 

. A 1 vge tnet of eoutij in the norths sod aoil h o M t i ii 
portiOB of this elite is jet aesarrejed. Thie does atl 
pwTCt the Jaidy pioeeen of die west frost ""f™? F**" 
sessioD, where die Isdian title is extinet, ss it is bow ts 
^ Isads withis this state. They lisfc theehsBeesf pv- 
cbwoBg it when brooght into market. 
' JQMaBmmdl&iruiM. T 



\{fgkmmmdI&iridM. TheiesrstenlsW ofiees is 
minois, in as many districts, open for the sale or sniiysf 
pnblie Hsdti 

TV Lamd Didrui sf Skawmifimm esabiaees tkaftpsv- 
lion of the stats, bonaded north by the base Mne, east sisd 
Sooth by the boondaries of ths state, and west by tksthiil 
principal meridian. 

CMfiee lor the entiy and side of lands at Shawneelwa. 

ntLmi Didriii rf Kntkmkiti is bonnded nerlh by 
the base line, and comprefaeade all diat part of tks stsit 
that lies b et w e en the thiid principal msiidisn and the 

Land office at KadEadoa. 

ne Land DUtrid of EdwaritnUt extends sooth to ihs 
bsse line, east to the thifd principal meridian, north ts 
the line that smrates tte thirteenth and fourteenth town- 
riiins nwth, and west to the MississlppL 

Land office at EdwardsriDe. 

T%e Lmd Digirut of Vtmdidia extends sooth to lbs 
bsse line, east to the Ins batp e en langes eight and nine, 
east of the third princTpd jaiferidian, north to the somh 
line of SpringfiM district, and westio the vaase Hne be- 
tween lanfes neeond and third west of the thiid principol 
BMridian. 

Land office at Vandalia. 

The Lamd DuirUi of PaktOnt extends sondi to lbs 
northern boondaiy of the Shawneelowo district, west ts 
the easton boondaiy of Vandalia distriet, north to tbe fi- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF ILLINOIS. 70 

▼idiogr line between townships sixteen and seventeen 
north; and east to the boundary of Indiana. 

The Land DUiriet of Springfield extends sonth to Ed« 
wardsvilledistriet, east to fhe Palestine and DanTille dis- 
tricts, and norUi and west to the Illinois rirer. 

77ie Land District of Quiney embraces all the tiaet of 
conntiy between the Illinois and Mississippi rirefs to the 
line between townships 13 and 13 north and west of the 
third principal meridian. 

The Land Dieiriet of Ikumlk includes that part of ike 
state to its northern boundary, which lies north of Pales* 
tine, to the line between T. 30 and 31 N« of the 3d meri- 
dian and east of Springfield district. 

Northwest Diatriet is in the northwestern portion of 
the state^ and bounded south by the line between town- 
ships twelve and thirteen north, on the military traet, and 
east by the line between ranffes three and four east of the 
third principal meridiani and north by the northern boun- 
dary of the state. 

liand office at Galena. 

Northeast Disiriet is in the northeast portion of the 
state, and bounded south by the line between townships 
thirty and thirty-one, on the third principal meridian, 
east by lake Michigan, and north by the boundary of the 
state. 

Land <^oe at Chieaffo. 

The officers in each land district are a register and re- 
ceiyer, appointed by the president and senate, and paid 
by the general government 

The land, by proclamation of the president, is first of* 
fered for sale at auction, by half quarter sections. If no 
one bids for it at toe dollar ahd twenty-five cents per acre 
er upwards, it is subject to private entry at any time af^r, 
upon payment at the time of entry* No credit is al- 
lowed. 

In special c^ses congress has granted pre-en^ption 
rights, where settiements and improvements have heen 
Blade on public lands previous to the public ^sale. 

Preemption Bights confer the privilege only of purw 
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Aatumg the tnet tomtuoimg iM p m ff €« ti at oae 4Mm 
and tweotj-iTB eeata per aeie, bj the p o ie eit e 
the risk aim pablic sale. 

AH lawla ia this state, p w c hae ed of the geawali 
Dt« are exempted frooi taxatioe for five jeais after ] 



All lawla ow e d h j private fcitiaeee ar co r p^ a te be dita , 
aad BoC cseaipied as shove* are divided h j law iete tm 
classes for tazatioa, called **Jb^ mmd tttmmi fates.** Ffaat 
rate leads we taxed three dollars aad tweatf < 
qaarler seetioaofoaehaDdredaBd siz^ acres, pcri 
Seeood rUe laada are taxed two dollars aad forty < 
per qaarter sectioa, be sides a eooatj tax for reads. B 
sideai aad aoa leeideot laadbolders are taxed eqaallj. 

~ " ' : leads ia the d igfeieii t 



list the sasM aad pay taxM m the eoaatiea where they ve- 
r ia the aamtor's < 



side, or ia the aaditor's ofiee, st their eptioa. 

Nob nsideau orast list their huds ia the aadilor^ 
oflice. 

Taxes of aon lesideats ate reqaiied to be paid lata the 
state tieeeny, aaaaally, oa or before the first of Asgasi, 
If aot paid at that tiaw, a delia^aeat Kst of all iMids, 
owaed by aea lesideats, OB which taxea have Boc beea p^id, 
is seat to the dark of the coBBty coraiaissioBets' coait of Ae 
coenty where the lead liea, aad a tracscript of tbia liat Is 
to be peblisked ia aoaw aewspaper, priated withia the 
state, at leest sax^ days p i c v ioas to sale. 

If the taxes are aot paid to the clerk of the eeaaty by 
the first M oeday ia March, so Biaeh of the lead, aa is 
BBfBSiify to pay taxes aad eosis, is sold at the aeaft of 
jastiee of the coaaty. 

La ad r sold for tsxes wtmj be led e ee a ed withia twoyeart 
Irosithe tiawof ssle,by payiaf^tothe derkof the< 



for the ase of the pasehaser, doaUe the aoMoat of taxas^ 
ialeffeat, aad costs for which the ] 



may have 



Leads bdoagiag to miaor heirs any be 

say time before the expiiatioa of oae year from \ 
theyoaaseat of said heirs shall beeome of lawfol 
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MiUtary Jaunty Lands. The lands which constitute 
the Illinois military tract, given as a bounty to the soldiers 
in the last war with Great Britain, are included within the 
peninsula of the Illinois and Mississippi rivers, and ex- 
tend on the fourth principal meridian, from the mouth of 
the Illinois, one hundred and sixty miles north. This 
tract embraces the counties of Calhoun, Pike, Adams, 
Schuyler, McDonough, Warren, Mercer, Knox, Henry, 
Fulton, Peona, and a portion of Putnam. 

For a particular description, reference may be had to 
each of these counties in part second. 

In general terms howeyer, this tract contains as much 
good land, both timber and prairie, as any portion of the 
state of equal extent. About three fiAhs of the quarter 
sections have been appropriated as military bounties. The 
remainder is to be disposed of in the same manner as other 
public lands. South of the base line, which passes 
across the tract throuorh Schuyler and Adams counties, 
the public lands have been oflTered for sale. North of that 
line there is much excellent land yet for sale. 

The disposition of so much of this fine country for 
military purposes has very much retarded its settlement. 
Most of the titles have long since departed from the sol^ 
^iers for whose benefit the donations were made. Many 
thousand quarter sections have been sold by the state for 
taxes, and are past redemption. Much of it is in the 
hands of non residents, who hold it at prices too exorbi- 
tant to command sale, ^ome have doubted the legality 
of ihese sales at auction for taxes, but able lawyers, and 
those who have investigated the business, have express- 
ed the opinion, that ** tax titles," are valid. Within the 
last two years the military tract has received a great ac- 
cession to its population. A large quantity of these mili- 
tary lands are now owned by a company, who have a land 
office, opened at Quincy, and offer tracts from three to ten 
dollars per acre. 

The following particulars may be of use t<? non resi- 
dent landholders: 

1. If persons have held lands in the military tract, or 
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IB the State, med kare net atttended to psyu; taxes far 
BKNe tliaa two jearm, the laad is sold aad past ig^iptise, 
aaless there are miiior belrs. 

2. Ererj soa resideot landbolder shoald eaiipl«iy aa 
agent within the state to pay his tases, and take the OTcr> 
s^t of bis property. 

3. All deeds, eoavejanees, BM>rtfages» or title pipcn 
whatscerer, nost be recorded in the ^ rttrndertr^etT in 
the coonty where the land is sitaaled. Dei^ and ti%e 
papers are not in foree notil^/CU in the reeoidef's oiire 

4. The words ^grmmi, hargmim amd mU^* whatever nnf 
he the speeifie form of the iostroaeat in other reaptcti, 
eonvey a fall and bioa fide title, to warrant and drfcai, 
naless ezptess provision is made to the conliafy hs ihn 
instmsMot. 

[See revised laws of Dlinois, of 1833, ait. ' 



Abont 1670, the notion prevailed amongst the FVeach 
that visited Canada, that a western passage to the Pkciic 
oeean existed. They learned from the Indians that frr m 
the west there was a great river; hot of its eoorse or ter- 
mination they eonid leim nothings They anpposed that 
this river eommooicated with the western ocean. 

To investigate this ^oestion, K M arqoette,a jesnit«aad 
Joliet, were appointed by M. Tdon, the intendantof New 
Fruce. Marqaette was well aeqoaiated with the Caan- 
das, and had great infloeaee with the Indian tribes. Thsy 
eoodoeted an expedition throngh the lakes, np Green hay 
and Fox River, to the Portage, where it approaehes the 
Wisconsin, to which they p as t e d, and descended that 
river to the Mississippi, which they reached the 17th of 
Jane, 1673. These were the first Europeans that ever 
visited the ^Cither of waters.** They fonnd a river mnch 
larger and deeper than it fhA been represented by the In- 
dians. Their regular jooraal was lost on their retaim to 
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Canada, bat from the aecoant afterwards given by Joliet, 
they found the natives friendly, and that a tradition existed 
amongst them of the residence of a ** Mon-e-to,** or spirit, 
near the mouth of the Missouri, which they could not 
pass. They turned their course up the lilinois, and were 
highly delighted with the placid stream, and wood- 
lands and prairies through whieh it flowed. They 
were hospitably received and ktndly treated by the Il- 
linois, a numerous nation of Indians who were destitute 
of the cruelty of savages.* 

Marquette continued amongst these Indians with a 
view to Christianise them; but Joliet returned to Canada 
and reported the discoveries he had made. 

Several years elapsed before any one attempted to fol- 
low up the discoveries of Marquette and Joliet. M. de 
La Salle, a native of Normandy, but who had resided 
many years in Canada, was the first to extend these early 
discoveries. He was a man of intelligence, talents, en- 
terprise, and perseverance. After obtaining the sanction 
of the king of France, he set out on his projected expedi- 
tion, in 1678, from Frontenac, with Chevalier Fonti, his 
lieutenant, and father Hennepin, a Jesuit missionary, and 
thirly or forty men. 

He spent about one year in exploring the country bor- 
dering on the lakes, and in selecting positions for forts 
and trading posts, to secure the Indian trade to the French. 
After he had built ^ fort at Niagara, and fitted out a small 

* The word ** Ulim," from whence it deriyed the name 
**Oillinois," or ** IlliDois," as it Vas variouslj written by the 
French explorers, is said by Hennepin to signify ** a full grown 
man." This nation, or confederacy, appears to have possessed 
originally, the Illinois country. The confederacy was formed 
of seven tribes: — the Illinois, Michigamies^ Mascotans, Kaskai- 
kias, Kahokias, Peorias, and Tau-roar-waus. 

Their country was subjugated by the Iroquois or Mohawks 
about the close of the seventeenth century, who held dominion 
over the soil by right of conquest In 1701 the Iroquois ceded 
aU that part of IlUnoii that lies south and east of the Illinois 
river, to the Britiah government 
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▼esiel, be tailed thioi^ the lakes to Cviee» baT, tba 
called the '« Bay of Paants.'* From thence he ^rocee^ei 
with his men ia caooes towards the soath eod of lake Mi- 
ehigaa, and aniTed at the aooth of the ** nwex of the 
Miamis" in Norembar, 1679. This is thoaght to be 
Chieapow Here he bqilt a fort, left ei^t or tea awa, aad 
paMed with the rest oif his compaojr across the coaatrf 
to the waters of -the Illinois river, and deaeeeded that 
riv^ a considerable distance, when he was stopped €m 
want of snpplies. This -was occasioned by the loss of a 
boat which had been sent from his post on Green bej. 
He was now compelled bj necessity to baUd m fbit, 
which, on account of the anxie^ oi mind he eiperieseed, 
was called Grene-eancr, or hniken heart. 

The position of this f»t cannot now be aaeertaiacd, 
bnt from some appearances, it is thoaght to haTe bem 
near Spring bay, in the northeast part of Taaew^ eoaa^. 

At this period the Illioois were engaged in a war wU 
the Iroonois, a nomeroos, warlike, and cmd nation, wnh 
whom La Salle had traded, while on the boidas of Ca- 
nada. Hie Conner, acccnding to Indian notions of fniwd 
riiip, expected assistance from the French; bnt the inter- 
est and safety of La Salle depended upon tenninntii^ 
this wadare, and to this object he directed his stramons 
efforts. The snspicioos Illinois constrned this into 
treacbeiy, which was strengthened by the malicions and 
perfidioos condoct of some of his own men, aniLpfo- 
nonnced upon him the sentence ci death. Immediatdy 
be formed and executed the bold and hazardoos project 
of going alone and unarmed to the camp of the ^'■fim, 
and rindicadng his conduct. He declared his innnr^ffi^ 
of the charges, and demanded the author. He nrged 
that the war should be terminated, and that the ho^e 
nations should live in peace. 

The eocdness, bravery, and eloquence of La SaDe fillei 
die Indians with astonishment, and entirely changed their 
purposes. Hie calumet was smoked, presents mutnalhf 
exi^anged, and a treaty of amity concluded. 

The original proj^t of discoToiy was now pmssed. 
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Father Hennepin fetarted on the 28fh of PehniaTy, 1680^ 
and having passed down the Illinois, ascended &e Mis- 
aissippi to the falls of St. Anthony. Here he was taken 
prisoner, robhed, and fearrfed to the Indian vHlages, from 
\rhich he made his escape, returned to Canada by thd 
tray of the Wisconsin, and from thence to France, vher6 
he published an account of his travels. 

£a Salle Tisited Canada to obtain supplies, returned 
to Crere-ccBur, and shortly after descended thi' Illinois, 
and then the Mississippi, where he built one or two forts 
on its banks, and took possession of the country in the 
name of the kin^ of France, and in honor of him cialled 
it Louisiana, 

After descending the Mississippi tb its ihouth, he re** 
turned to the Illinois, and on his way back left some of 
fais companions to occupy the country. This is supposed 
to have t>een the commencement of the Tillages of Kas- 
ikaskia and Cahokia, in 1683. La Salle went to France, 
fitted out an expedition to fDrm a colony at the month of 
the Mississippi, sailed to the gulf of Mexico, but not 
being able to find the mouths t)f that river, he commenced 
an overland journey to his fort on the Illinois. Oh this 
jonrney he was basely assassinated by two of his own 
men.* 

After the death of La Salle, no attempts to discover 
the month of the Mississippi, were made till about 1699^ 
bat the settlements in the Illinois country were gradually 
increased by emigrants from Canada. 

In 1712, the king of France, by letters patent, gave 
t)ie whole country of Louisiana to M. Crosat, with the 
commerce of the country, with the profits of all the mines, 
reserving for his own use one fifth of the gold and silver. 
After expending large sums in digging and exploring for 

• La Salle appears to have discovered the Bay of St Bernard, 
and formed a settlement on the western side of the Coldrado, in 
1685. This fact constitutes our claim to Texas. See J. Q. 
Jidanu^w CmretpondencevithJDon Ordb, Pub, Doc.firet teedm 
I5th Ctrngresay I^IS. 

8 
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the preeioiis medals wiikoat ctccc— , Ciont gave vjp Ui 
privilega to the kiii|r« io 1717. Soon after, tbe eol«af 
was panted to the Mississippi cosipsBy, projected hf 
Mr. Law, which took po ssets ioo of Looisiaoa, sad a^ 
poiated M. BieoTillecoveraor. la 1719, La Harp < 
Banded a Fort with Freoeh tioc^ not larffoas them 
of the Missoari river. 

Shofftlj alter, sereral forts were hoOi within the pee- 
sent limits of Illinois, of which fort Charties wns the 
most considerable. Bj these means a chain of rommn 
nication was formed from Canada to the month of the 
Mississippi. 

The oldest record or docnment in the state is at Kn»- 
Icaakia, dated 1785. It is a petition to Lonis XT. kimg 
of France, asking a grant of common fields, commons, 
etc; stating their great sufferings the preeedimr jcm, 
£1724] from the great flood which swept awaj aJl their 
improvements and oblieed the people to flee to the hlnfi 



improvements and obliged the people to flee to the 
opposite the Tillage, aM across the Kasksskia river. 

At the termination of hostilities between the Ficach 
and English, in 1763, the Diinois conntrj, with Canada, 
was ceded to the British government; and in 1765, Cape 
Sterlii^, of the royal Hi^landers, took po ssessi on of Il- 
linois. He was snoceeded by Major Farmer, who was 
lelkved by Col. fieed, in 1766. The principal militaiy 
post and sent of government d oring these changes, wan aS 
fort Chartres. The administration of Col. Reed was ex- 
tremely nnpopniar with the inhabitants, and is said to havn 
been a coome of oulitary oppression. In 1768 he was 
succeeded bj Lient. Col. Wilkins, who established a 
court of justice amongst the people, and appointed nevca 
judges to settle all matters relatuig to debts and prooei^. 

They met for the first time at fort Chartres in Decem- 
ber following, and contin ne d to meet for bosiness month- 
ly. Still the people were dissatisfied, and demanded the 
ngfat of trial by jury, which was denied them. 

Affurs continned in this posture till the revolutionary 
war, when the Yircinia militia, under command of Gen. 
George Rodgers Cluke, made an ercuimim thros^ tks 
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Indian country, subjagated fort Cbartres, Kaskaskta, and 
other posts on the Mississippi, and then condncted a sue* 
cessful expedition against Port Vincent, now Vincennes. 
This was in 1778. 

The same year the legislatnre of Virginia orsfanised a 
connty in this remote region, called '* ///moM,*' and ap- 
pointed a magistrate over it with extensive powers styled 
lientenant governor. Timothy Demonbrun was appointed 
to this office. 

This territory was afterwards ceded by Virginia to the 
United States^ and formed a portion of the Northwestern 
Territory, by whose authority the county of Illinois was 
divided, and the names of St. Clair and Randolph given. 
In 1800, it was included within the limits of Indiana ter- 
ritory, and at that time the country tliat forms the present 
state of Illinois contained about 3,000 inhabitants. 

Many of the officers and soldiers that accompanied Ge- 
neral Clarke in his expedition became enamored with the 
country, returned with their families and formed the early 
American settlements. Other persofis settled in Kaskas- 
kia about the same time, to engage in the Indian trade. 

In 1786, the Kiekapoo, and other bands of Indians, 
commenced their predatory warfare, which greatly har- 
assed the American settlers for the succeeding ten years. 

After 1800, the population increased considerably from 
emigration. In 1809, a territorial government was form- 
ed, and the population the next year amounted to 13,383« 

During the last war between Great Britain and the 
United States, Illinois, in common with other frontier 
districts, felt the calamities of warfare. The defence of 
the long line of frontier from the mouth of the Missouri, 
across the territory to Shawneetown; depended upon the 
energy and vigilance of the citizens, under the able and 
indefatigable governor, the late Ninian Edwards. 

In 1812, the territory, which had been under the govern- 
ment of the governor and judges, entered upon the second 
grade of territorial government, with a legislature, and 
a delegate in congress. . * 
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In 1818, tin eoostttottoa wwm famed aai lllivois 
raoeiTed ioto ibe Unioo as the tweotj^cecood state. 



IflSGBLUUBOIIS BOIASKS. 

1. This state pieasots maDj indneemeots to those whe 
are emigratiDg to the west. It is now leeeiTiv laigs 
aeeessioiis frwD the north, the sooth, and frosi Euopeu 
Manj Gennans have aliead j enteied it, and many 
El ■ 



are shortly expected. An English colony was i 
AlhioB, in Edwaids coontj, 4»y Messis. Biibeck aad 
Flow<»s, in 1818. 

Morgan eoon^ contains many Engtish fanitlieei w%m 
caaM»thieeorA»v jears nnce. In gen«»ai they hanm pav- 
chased lands, and an doio^ w^L 

Emigrants from New England, New York, Peaasyl- 
'vanta* and Ohio, poor into iht middle and northern cnan- 



From the sonthem states them are hundreds vrriting 
Illinois monlU^, to find eooTenient lesidenoes, and a s»- 
treat from the inconveniences of slaveholding. 

3. Farms, partially caltivated may be porchaced, ai. a 
reasonable price, in almost svery county. The prions 
Tary from local situation, or £Ktitions circnmstancen. 
From thvee to ten dollars per acre, indnding improvi^ 
meets, is the common range of prices. 

a. In no part of the United States can uncultivated lead 
be made into farms with less labor than in Illinois. A« 
emigrant may purchase a quarter section for f 900, n pv»> 
port'cmate supply of timbered and prairie land, and have a 
large farm under cultivation in a short time- His cutting 
horses, and hogs will run npon therange around him, and 
find feed nine months in the year, and a small amonnt of 
labor will provide a supply of winter food. Hundreds of 
families, who have not the means to puichase, settle on 
public lands, make their fiums and live unmolested. Any 
laboring man, wMi reasonable industry and economy, with 
a £unily, may arrrive here without any capital, and in 
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half a dozen years be the owner of a good farm, with stock 
in abundance. The prairies and woodland would furnish 
range until his farm was made. 

Those who have one or two thonsand dollars to com- 
mence with, have peculiar advantages. 

4. Mechanics of every description, for the ordinary pur- 
poses of life, find abundant encouragement. ' 

I could name common mechanics, whom I knew when 
apprentices, and who commenced business without a cent 
of capital, but who now own property valued from ten to 
twenty thousand dollars. They have gained it by steady, 
persevering industry. And yet, no one makes money ra- 
pidly, and grows rich suddenly. The great secret of the 
aceamulation of property in any part of the ** West,*' con- 
sists in the gradual rUe of property^ by the advantaztous 
application of manual labour. As a general principle, with 
exceptions to particular places, this rise of property in Illi- 
nois, the last ten years, has equalled from twenty-five to 
thirty per cent, per annum. About some of our rising 
towns the rise has been 1000 percent, in three years. 

5. Good school teachers, who will follow the employ- 
ment, are much needed. The usual method is to pay by 
the scholar per quarter. Prices for ordinary branches in 
the country settlements, including board $2 50, and $3 
per scholar. Female teachers for schools, are inquired 
after. 

6. The people of the West, and of Illinois, have much 
plain, blunt, but sincere hospitality. Emigrants who 
come amongst them with a disposition to be pleased with 
the people and country— -to make no invidious compari 
sons — to assume no airs of distinction — but to become 
amalgamated with the people, where, of course every 
thing is different to what they have been accustomed , 
will be welcome. 

8* 
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PART SECOND. 

GENERAL VIEW OF EACH COUNTY IN THE 

STATE OF ILLINOia 

41ERAN0ED IN ALFHABETICAL OHPER. 

V ADAMS COUNTVt 

V 

Adams County was organised from Pike county, in 
18*25, and is thirty miles long, with an average width 
of twenty-four miles— containing about 610 square miles« 

It is bounded north, by Hancock; east by Schuyler and 
a corner of Pike; south by Pike; s;nd west, by the Mis- 
sissippi river. 

Its streams are Bear creek and branches. Cedar, Tyrer, 
Mill, Fall, and Piseon creeks, on the western; and the 
north and west forks of M*Kees creek on its eastern bor- 
der. 

For quality of soil, well proportioned into timber and 
prairie, it is second to none in the state. Few tracts of 
country are equal, and none superior to the one on Bear 
creek. 

Its productions are similar to other coonties in the 
military district. The people in general are enterprising 
and industrious farmers. The population is about 8,500. 
Adams county is attached to the £fth judicial circuit, and 
sends one senator and two representatives to the legisla- 
ture. 

The seat of justice is Quincy. 
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• Camdy lies al the soa A eadV the i 
the forks of the Ohio sb4 Mississippi riveis, vkidk wmk 
its western, soathera, and a portioo of itseastcni liniJiiB 
More thaa nxtj miles of its westera side are ahw^ Ac 
enrres sad windings of the latter rirer. It has a iestfla 
sol^ covered with a heavy growdi of fishes^ aBsajgai 
which are oaks of varioos kinds, especially white aak, 
eypresB, poplar, walnat, hickory, aooM cherry, ei», ete. 
and a tract of yellow pine in the northwestern part. A 
reef of rocks of limestone, int^mized with sand atsae, 
Ibrminf the grand cbain of the Ohio, six mSes 




America, is sanpoaed to extend ncroes this eonn^, (helaw 
the sar^ce of the earth,) to the M isnssippi river. At 
least one third of the conniy is allnvion. On Cash ifvcK, 
and near the month of the Ohio, the land is f 
times of4high water. Along the Missiseippi is 
tensive tract of allnvial land, entirely ahove high ' 

The streams in this conn^ are Cash river and 1 
8exton*s creek, and Clear ctetk. Cash rivers 
at the northeastern part, pasaes ia a ci icnitm i s 
through it, and enten the Ohio six milea ahove itai 

Alexander coanty n ahoat twenty>foor miles kmg; and 
apon u average width of eighteen aalea — eontainsig 
about 375 sqaare milea. 

Alexander coaoty is attadied to the third indicial dr- 
cait, and sends one member to the bonne of reprenenia- 
tives, and, with Union eoan^, one member to the aenaln. 
Population nboat 9350. It was formed from Union coan- 
ty, in 1819. 

The seat of justice is UmUy. 



Bomd CNmfjr wasorganised from lladiwm, in 1817. it 
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then embraced an extensive district of country, bat has 
since been reduced to an area of twenty miles long, and 
eighteen miles wide, or 360 square miles. It has Mont- 

f ornery on thenorthi Fayette east* Clinton south, and 
ladison on the west. 

Shoal creek and its branches pass through tba middle, 
and Hurricane fork waters the eastern portion of this 
county. 

It la duly proportioned into timber and prairie. In some 
parts the latter is rather too level for convenience* but is 

food second rate land. The population generally are in* 
ustdous, frugal* ^nd intelligent farmers. 
Bond county sends one mepaber to the house of repre- 
sentatives, and with Montgomery one to the senate. It 
belongs to the second judicial circuit. Population abou( 
3,980. 
The seat of justice is Greenvitie, 



BOOHS COUNTY. 

^oont County was formed from Winnebago and Me 
Henry counties in February, 1837. It is bounded north 
by the Wisconsin territory; east by McHenry; south by 
Kane, and West by Winnebago county. It is about 24 
miles long, and 21 miles wide; containing about 500 
square miles. 

It is watered on the western side by the northern and 
main branches of the Kishwaukee, and on its eastern side 
by branches of Fox river. 

Its tihiber, scattered over the county, is found chiefly 
in groves and oak openings, with a large proportion of rich, 
Undulating prairie. Its representative and its jndicial con- 
nection is with Jo Daviess county. The aeat of justice 
not yet located. Most of the land in this and the adjoin- 
ing counties is unsurveyed and of course not in market* 
but is rapidly settling. I estimate its population at 600. 
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CALHOUV COCVIT. 

Calkomm Coumty wis wganised frooi Pike^iwBty; m 
1885. It is m lon^ sad narrow strip of cowrtij Iji is fc m 
the Tories of dM Illinois sad Misnssippi rivcis. It is 
bofiiMled OB three sides bj those rirers, sad OB the Bonhcn 
eod, bj Pike coantj, and is thi rty - s ctcb sad a half ■Oes 
long, sad from three to ten nUes ia width firosi oae nscr is 
the other— ffiskiofr aboat 860 sqasre miles. The SMoth «f 
Bay cre^ is ia the aorthera part of Ais cooaty, 
affords a haibor aad aaTigatioa for 
miles. There are no other creeks worth aasuaf . 
lal fine prairies lie at the foot of the blaffii oa holh sidfs 
of the eoanty, amongst which are niiaois, Sah, Bellevirw. 
Ob the rivers considerable tracts are saliject to iaaadatieai, 
aad ia the iaierior are hlnfls, rmnes sad siak holes. SUA 
there are considerable tracts of good land aaoeeapied. 

The bottoms famish excellent range fioc stock. Caft- 
tle, beel^ pork* com, hooey, and beeswax are Its i ■pmii, 

ForaMny hooey Irom the trees was obtained ia pniftas 
qaaatities. It grows more scarce as the popalatioB ia- 
creases. Calhooa belongs to the fifth jodicn] drcait, aal 
is c o nnec t ed with Greene, in electing a re pt e sea tative, aad 
senator.' Popniation aboot 1800. 

Surronnded by rivers and low bottoms, CalhoQa coaaly 
is less healthy thaa others on the military tract. 

Coal, ia large bodies, is fonnd oa die MisAssippi ia ths 
sooth part of the connty. 

The seat of justice is GuUfyrd. 



rktm cxNnrrr. 

Cost Comiiy was formed from die north part of ths 
county of Morgan at the late session of the te gislatai e, 
aad decided by the rotes of the people of Morgaa coaaty 
OB the third Monday of April, 1837, as the law provided. 

It is boonded north by Sangamon connty and river, eait 
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by the same county, south by Morgan, and west by the 
Illinois Tirer which separates it from Schuyler county. 

It is 27 miles long, and about 12 miles broad, contain- 
ioff about 256 square miles. 

It is watered by various branches that fall into Sanga- 
mon river on the north, with the head branchea of Indian 
and other small creeks that fall into the Illinois river, on 
the west and south. It is proportionably divided into tim- 
ber and prairie, the surface undulating, and the soil gene- 
ally very rich. 

The population is estimated at 6,500. Its representa- 
tive and judicial connection is still with Morgan county. 

The seat of justice is JBeardaiown. 



CHAMPAIGN COUNTT. 

Champaign County was organised from the attached 
part of Vermilion county, in February, 1833. It is bound- 
ed, on the north, by a strip of country not belonging to 
any eountv; on the east by Vermilion; on the south by 
Coles; and on the west by Macon and McLean counties. 
It is 36 miles long, and about 28 miles wide, and contains 
. aboat 1008 square miles. The streams, are the Salt Fork 
of the Vermilion of the Wabash; the Vermilion of the Il- 
linois, the Kaskaskia, and the North Fork of the Sanga- 
mon; — all of which take their rise in this county and run 
in opposite directions. Here are extensive prairies, in- 
dented with beautiful groves of fine timber, of which fiig 
Grove, at the head ol Salt Fork, is the largest. Around 
these groves the prairies are undulating, and very rich soil. 

The settlements are not yet extensive. As an interior 
county, it will be further from market than those situated 
either on the Wabash or Illinois, but is well adapted to the 
growth of stock, and will be undoubtedly a healthy region. 

Champaign county belongs to the fourth judicial circuit, 
and sends one representative and, with Vermilion county, 
one senator to the legislature. Population about 1250. 

The seat of justice is Urbanna* 
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dark County was fonned from CrawffM cooBtj, %m 
1819; and is boanded on the north bj Edgmr; oe tbe eait 
bj Indiaiia and the Wabash rivei; sooth bj Cmwibvi: 
and west by Coles. 

It is twentj-foQr mfles longr, east and irest; and twea- 
tf-one atiles broad-^-«ontaining abont 500 sqnare adles. 

Its streams are, the North Fork of the Bmbarras, which 
crosses the northwestern part of the eoon^ Mill cnek, 
and Bi^ ereek, whieh cross its northeastern part. 

Walnot, Union, Dolson, and Parkei's pranies are feaad 
in this eoontj. 

At York, in ths'sootheastem comer of the coob^, is a 
steam saw and flooring mill. 

Its exports are com, pork, and beef cattle. From GO,00t 
to 100,000 boshels of com are sent oot annoallj. 

Clark connty has 4,000 inhabitants, sends one member 
to the boose of representatiTes, and, with Coles, oae 
member to the senate. It belongs to the foorth jadiciil 
cireoit. 

The seat of jostice is Danmn. 



CLAY conirrr. 

day County was fonned from portions of Wayne, Law- 
rence, Crawford, and Pajette, in 1824. 

It is bounded on the north, ^ Effingham and Jaspci; 
east, bj Lawrence; sooth, bj Wayne, ud a comer of Ed- 
wards; west, by Bfarion, and a comer of Fayette. 

Its medinm length is thirty miles; width, twenty-one 
mfles— containing aboot 080 sqnare miles. 

It is watered by the Little Wabash, and brandies. 

Probably two diirds of the snrfiice is prairie of an infe- 
rior quality. The streams nsoally oTerflow their banks la 
freshets. 
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Clay connty belongs to the fourth judicial circuit, aud 
sends one member to the house of representatives, and also 
with Fayette and Effingham sends one member to the 
senate* 

Population, at the last census, 1648; increase since, 
probably about twenty per cent. 

Its seat of justice is MayniUe. 



CLINTON COUNTY. 

CKnion County was formed from Washington and a por- 
tion of Bond, in December, 1624. 

It is bounded north by Bond; east by Marion; south 
by Washington; and west by St. Clair, and a comer ot 
Madison. 

It is thirty miles long, and eighteen miles wide — con- 
taining about fourteen townships, or 504 square miles. 

It is watered by the Kaskaskia river, which passes 
through it, and its tributaries — ^Crooked, Shoal, and Sugar 
creeks; and is about equally proportioned into timber and 
prairie. 

Much of the land in this and the adjacent counties is not 
ejual m quality to that further north. This is true espe- 
cially of the prairies. The soil is thinner, the surface id 
less undulating, and farmers are subjected to greater in- 
convenience from wet seasons. 

The timber, where it abounds, is generally of a good 
quality. 

Clinton county belongs to the second judicial circuit, 
and sends one member to the house of representatives, and, 
with Marion, one to the senate. 

Population about 3,000. 

The seat of justice is Carlyle. 
9 
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C0LB8 couimr. 



CidtM County was organised, in 1830, firom Claik aai 
Edgar eonndes. 

It lies in the eastern part of the state, and is boonded 
north bj Champaign; east bj Edgar and Clark; satA. 
bj Jasper, and a comer of Effingham; and west bj Shel- 
by and Macon counties. It is forty-eight mUes lonfti ^om 
north to sonth; and twenty-six miles wide on a mi <?!■■, 
—containing about 1.348 sqoare miles. 

The Kaskaskia river passes throogh four townships u 
its northwestern part; the Embarras mns its whole length, 
with scTeral branches: and the heads of the Little Wifinih 
afford fine mill streams, and settlements, in its soutkwen- 
tem portion. 

This county contains much excellent land, equal in q«a- 
11^ to the country on the Illinois riTer. 

The northern, and a tract through the middle poftkias 
of the county are prairies of considerable extent; bet 
the other parts are duly proportioned into timber aad 
prairie. 

The timber is similar to the borders of the Kaskaskia; 
and much of the prairie land is moderately undulating 
The southeastern part is rather wet or broken. 

The streams are not large; they generally ran over m 
bed of sand, and afford many good mill seats. 

Most of the settlements are of recent formation, hot its 
agricultural productions soon must exceed those of aaj 
other county near the Wabash, and will find their way to 
that riTer for market. 

It belongs to the fourth judicial circuit, and sends two 
members to the house of representatiTes, and, with Clark, 
one to the senate. 

The population is equal to 5800. 

Pork, beef, cattle, and h(»8es,*will be the staple pro- 
ductions. 

The seat of jnstice is Charlaicm* 
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COOK COUMTY, 



Cook County was orffanised JaDnary 15th, 1831, and is 
bonnded liorth by McHenry county, east by lake Michi- 
gan; soatb by Will coanty; and west by La Salle. It is 
about 42 miles long and 36 miles wide, hot irregularly 
shaped on its eastern and southeastern sides. It has about 
1330 square miles. 

It is watered by the Des Plaines, the north and south 
branches of the Chicago, the Du Page, Hickory creek, 
and some smaller streams. 

Its surface is tolerably leyel, of a rich soih with large 
prairies, and the timber in groves. There is a fine body of 
timber on the north fork of the Chicago, and along the 
lake shore. 

This county, and those adjacent, differ in several re- 
spects from the country below. The small streams run 
perennially, over rocky and gravelly beds through the 
prairies. The timber is not confined to the banks of the 
streams, but exists in groves and strips, often on the di- 
viding ridges between the water courses. The summers 
are comparatively cooler, and the winters longer and more 
severe. 

Cook county is rapidly settling, chiefly by emigrants 
from the northern states; and wiU be both a stock and 

grain growing region. Its market will be through the 
ikes to New York and Canada. 
This county belongs to the seventh judicial circuit, 
and sends one senator and three representatives to the le- 
gislature. 
The seat t)f justice is Chicago. 



CRAWrORD COUNTr. 

Crawford County was formed, in 1816, and lies north 
of Lawrence, east of Jasper, south of Clark, and west 
of the Wabash river, that separates it from Indiana. 
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It is twenty two mQes long, and twentj mOes broad, 
— eootainiDg436 sqaara miies. 

RaeoooTHatson, Sagv, and La Motte creeks, aie 
small streams, tbat rise in tkis eoenty, and nu east i 
the Wabash; its western border is watered bj ' 
of the Embarras. 

La Motte prairie is a level and lieh tract, adauraUj 
adapted to the gtowthof com. Its exports are similar Mm 
those of other eoonties along the Wabash, cossistisg ckiaf- 
1 J of com, beef, poA, and cattle. 

Crawford coontj with Jasper sends one member to tLs 
boose of representatiTes, and with Lawrence, oas to the 
senate. It is attached to the foorth judicial eiicsit. 

The seat of justice iaPnlaft'se. 



EJgar Caurnhf was formed from Clarfc, in 1833, aod is 
bonnded north bj Vermilion; east, bj the stale oflndjisa; 
sooth bj Clarfc; and weat bj Coles coaatf. 

It is twentj-eeven miles long, from north to son^ aad 
twentj4iTe miles wide, from east to west— coni ■inisg 
eighteen townships, or abont 648 sqaare miles. 

Edgar connty^ is watered bT Big Clear, and Bra- 
letters creeks, which are sanll streams, and ester the 
Wabash. Little Embarras heads in the w es tern and 
soothwestem parts of this coonty, and rans soathwast 
into Coles. 

The sonth and east sides of this conntj are well timber- 
ed with all the Tarieties foond on the eastern side of the 
state, inclnding poplar. 

The soil in general is rich, adapted to the Tarioos pre- 
doctions of this state. Pork and b eef e specially the 
former— are its chief exports, which find a ready nuikst 
at Terre Hante and Clinton, Indiana. 

It belongs to the fonrth jodidal circnit, and sesds twe 
members to the boose of rep re s e nta t ives, and one to the 
senate. 

The seat of justice is Porit. 
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EDWARDS COUNTT. 

Edwards County was organised from Gallatin, in 1814. 
It lies on the Little Wabash river, and has Lawrence 
county on the north; Wabash county east; White coun- 
ty south; and Wayne county west. 

It is twenty-two miles loogt from north to south; and 
an average width of eleven miles — containing about 183 
square miles, proportionably divided into timber and 
prairie. It is the smallest county in the state. 

The prairies are small, high, undulating, and bounded 
by heavy timber. The English settlement formed by 
Messrs. 3irbeck and Flowers is in this county. 

Edwards county is watered by the Little Wabash 
river which runs along and near its western border; and 
the fion Pas, which forms its eastern boundary, and their 
branches^ 

Its prairies are Boltenhouse, Burnt, Long, Bon Pas, 
Village, Bush and Mills, in all of which are flourishing 
settlements. A settlement of about 60 families is iu the 
timbered country, in the south end of this county. 

Edwards county is attached to the fourth judicial cir- 
cuit; sends one member to the house of representatives, 
aod, with Wabash and Wayne, one member to the senate. 
The seat of justice is Albion. 



Et'FlNGHARI COUNTY. 

Effingham County was laid off by the legislature from 
Fayette county, in 1831, but did not become organised hj 
^e election of officers and the possession of county pri- 
vileges till the commencement of 1833. 

It is bounded north, by Shelby, and a comer of Coles; 
^8t by Jasper; south by Clay, and a corner of Fayette; 
<ind west by Fayette. It is twenty-four miles long, and 
about twenty-one broad— containing 486 square miles. 
It is watelred by the Little Wabash river and its branches, 
9* 
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and contiiiis food aeeood rate Hml, tolerabl j leri^ 
boctom lands oa the Little Wabuh are rick, aad heevOj 
tambefed, bat aie iaiiodated for a daj wbee tbe river riaea 
ao as to ovedkfw ita baaka. 

Efiagbaai eoaa^, ia oakm witb Fafetta, asads t«e 
■M^aihnn to tbe booae of ifpieioaHtifaa, aad wiik Fi^ 
ette aad Claj, one to tbe aeaafta. It beloaga to tbe I 
Jadieial eiieait. 

The aeat of jastico ia EwgrngUm, 



WAYWTTK COUVTT. 

#^e<fe C^Milgf was fimMd froai Bead, Edwaida, Gov- 
find, aad ClariL, in 1831, eaibtaeinf a brgs iiiiil af 
tanitenr, ertcndiwg Bortbwaid to tbe illiaois ii p m. 



wfaieb ina aiaee besn fe raMd iato aeveral iwntiea k 
is sitoated on tbe Kaskaskia river, and is boondcd aartb 
bj Sbdbj; eaal bj Kffingiiani; aoadi bj Marion, anda 
eoner of Cliatoa; aad weat by Bond and MoatfonKiy. 
it ia aboat twe nty -aev ca milea long, aad tweatj fcai 
bnnd, witb additional towaabipa at tbe 
aoatbera coraers, aad eontaina aboat 790 
Vandalia tbe preaent aeat of |iofBffa»tnl te^ i 
aitnated towarda tbe eootbwestera part. 
Kaakaskia river, wbicb paaaea tbioagb Fftyetta, it ii 
watered by Harrieaae fork, Higgin's, Raina 
Be^s eredu on the west, and by Big and 
creeks on tbe 6ast. Tbeie ia a beaVy growtb of t 
la aevetal parte of this eoanty, especially along tbt 
Kaakadda, aad tbe HarricaBe fork. Beaidea aoae pni- 
liea of coBveaient aixe, intersected witb pointe of liaifcii, 
about twelve Bulea ia widtb of tbe easteni side of Fkyeiii 
is in tbe Grand prairie. 
The bottoai leads of tbe Kaskaakia are low, aa^ecft to 



iaaadatioa, and contaia maay aonll lakee and pooda. Tbs 
eoantry aronnd Vaadalia ia undulating and wol tisibc 
nnd the soil is second rate. 
The priacipal aettleaicnte ia Fayette am 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 




ojr ILLINOIS* 109 

Seminary township, Buekmaster'f, Hall's, Brawn's, 
WakMeld's, Haley's and Bigf creek. 

There are sereral grist mills propelled by water power 
in the eoanty, and a valuable steam saw mill at Vandalia* 
Fayette belongrs to the second jadicial circuit; and with 
Effingham, sends two members to the honse of represei^ 
tatires, and with Effingham and Clay, one to the senate 
The population is estimated at 4100* 

The seat of justice is Fandaiia. 



FBANKLIN OOVNTT. 

FrankKn County was formed out of Gallatin, White, 
and an attached part of Jackson county, in 1818, and is 
situated in the southern part of ^e state. It is bonnded 
north by Jefferson county; east, by Hamilton and Gallatin; 
south, by Johnson and Union; and west, by Jackson and 
Perry counties. It is thirty-six miles long and twenty- 
four miles wide; making 864 square mim. Fraaklm 
county is watered by Big Muddy rirer and branches, and 
and the south fork of Saune creek. The pr^ies are gene- 
rally small and fertile, but rather too level; the timber is 
good and in abundance; the soil rather sandjr* Its pro- 
ducts are similar to those of the counties adjoining, and it 
is capable of being^made a rich agricultural county. 

Franklin sends two members to the house of represen- 
tatires, and with Jackson county, one member to the se- 
nate. It is attached to the third judicial circuit 

The county seat is Frankfort. 



rCLTON COUKTY. 

Fulton County was formed from Pike county, in 1835, 
and is bounded north, by Knox, and a corner of Peoria; 
east by Peoria, and the Illinois rirer; south by the llli- 
Bois river, and Schuyler county; and west b^ Schuyler 
and MoDonough and a corner of Warren counties. 
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The niioois 
it IB imgiilar slnpe. The Spooe mer [ 
it; ud Otler creek w^us the ^ee^hfr e■tea ^ sad Cef- 
pens creek the Boitheesleni pordoiis. 

It is from tweety-lbor to liortj-two milee 
■erth to aoeth; mmd from twdre to thiitj ■ulee I 
eoetuning 874 eooare miles. 

Nesrlj one half of Fultoa coooty is heacrO j 1 
with the Tsrielies that aboood oo the aulitaij ti 
raoch both of its prairie and timbered laod, is of aa a- 
eellent quality. It Is is geoeral well watered; the streams 
vsiiall J flow orer m giawell j bottom, and faraish maaf 
good mill seats. 

Its prodiietioiis are and will eootiime to he similar is Aii 
mjioa of eooatry; and the lUiBois and Spooe riven wiC 
a£id fiMilities to market. This whole regioe ea te 
lUiaois mest shortly become a wealthy agricutual esas> 

Foltoo eom^ bdoags to the fifth jodicisl citeut, sad, 
with Ksox aed Heary, seeds two nwsibere to the hsem 
of representatives, aed one meniber to the seaate. Pape 
latioiiahoet7000. 

Cooatyseat Lewutm, 



oAiXATnr csomnr. 

GeOsfm CbMly joiae the Wahaah aed the Ohio, m te 
sootheasteni eoraer of the state, aed was orgaaieed ia 
1819. It is booeded north by White eonaty; east hy 
the states of Indiana and Kentucky; soeth by Pope eoon- 
ty; and weet by Pope, and Franklin coantiee. 

It is from thirty to thirty-six miles long, and with a 
mediam width of twenty-seven miles— containing ; ' 
760 sqaareiailes. 

Its eastern boondsry is washed by the Waberii 
Ohio rivers, and the interior watered by the Saline < 
end its tribntaries. 

Sand predoBunates in the soil of this part of the i 
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The basis rock cenerallj is sandstonot lyuig probably 
vpoD a stratnm of clay slals. 

This cdUDty is mostly eoreted with timber, amoogst 
which are various kinds of oak, walnut, poplar, mulberrv, 
hickory, beech, cypress, and the other kinds found in this 
part of the state. 

The salines, in the ricinity of £<jua1itT, are sources 
of wealth; and furnish large quantities of salt for home 
consumption. 

Other articles of export, are horses, beef, pork, cattle, 
lomber, some tobacco, etc About one half of the salt 
aanafactnred at the salines is exchanged for com, con 
meal, flour, beel^ pork, potatoes, and cTery species of pro- 
duce raised in the country, to support the establishment. 

This part of the state is well adapted to the growth of 
stock. r ^ 

Gallatin county contains about 9,750 inhabitants. It 
is attached to the third judidal circuit, and sends three 
members to the house of representatives, aod one member 
to the senate. 

Shawneetown is an important commercial town on the 
Ohio. 

The seat of justice 19 Equality* 



OEBIKK OOfTlTTr. 

Greene County was formed from Madison, in January, 
1831; and is bounded on the north by Morgan; east by 
Maeoopio; south byj Madison ^and the Mississippi river; 
and west by the Illinois river, which separates it from Cal- 
houn and Pike counties. 

Its medium length is thirty-eight miles; width, twenty- 
font miles; superficial contents 913 square miles. The 
UUnois and Mississippi washes its western and a portion 
of its southern borders; Apple and Macoupin creeks pass 
tbrough it. 

The banks of the Mississippi in the southern parts of 
this county are generally composed of perpendicular cliffs, 
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ywtjJDg in hriglit Crooi 80 to gPO feet, f niiiriig oT 1 
xoDtal stntm of lime and sandetoae; freq— Uj udl 
witkeoaL The latter does sot ebow itaelf at the 1 
the diiby bat is foood is great abaodaoeea siiofft i 
froan it. These tAiSi coBiseaee ^t Altos, sad 
aloog the Ifiasiasippi and IlliocMs riTCfs to the i 
psrt of the eosDty; soowtiBMS, however, leeedisg 
miles east, lesfiag a low asd fertile allsTios which issas- 
ally timbered on the banks of the nTer, and a ] 
fece towasds the bhiflb. 

Greene coontj has sraeh ezedlent- Isnd, 
and ]»airie; the sufece apfiosehes nearer to a knrai il 
the eoontiea fiuth» north, with prayortionifc f ■sii 
of timber and piaine. The popnmtion abont 13^M. 

Greene conitfj is attarbed to the int jndieiai < ~ 
and aends three memben to the boose of i 
and one to the senate, and unites with Calhoim 

[ons additional representttive and i 
t seat of jnstiee is CflrraOten. 



HAMiLiKHr comnr. 



^Thei 



ffi*— *'^^ Conn/jf was fermed from White covnty, is 
1831, and is boonded north bj Wayne; east by White; 
south by Gallatin; and west' by Franklin snd Jefienm 
eonnties. It is twenty-^Dor nules long, and e^tecn 
brand— area 433 aqoare miles. 

This coenty is watted by bian^esof the Saline creek, 
and Little Wabash rirer, and eontaios a large piopettim 
oftindieiedland. The soil generally is second snd thiid 
rate, with a considerable tract of swamp in the ■octhen 
part of the coonty. 

Hamilton coonty belonga to the third jsdicial cocsii; 
sends one member to the hoase of represeoUttres, sad, 
with Jeffcnon eoan^, erne to the senate. 

l*he seat of joslice is Jfc XoDoforo*. 
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HANOOOK OOUNTT. 



Haneodc County was fonned from Pike ooontj, in 1835* 
It is thirty miles in lengtli, and from twenty-four to thirty 
miles broad — containing about 775 square miles. 

It lies north of Adams, west of MeDonough, south of 
Warren, and is washed by the Mississippi on its western 
side. 

Hancock prairie, from twelve to twenty miles in width, 
niDs from south to- north through this county. On the 
east, it is watered by the branches of Crooked creek; 
and on the southwest, by Bear; and on the northwest, 
by Camp creek. This county in the aggregate is defi- 
cient in timber. The banks of Bear creek furnish a sup- 
ply for that portion of the county. A strip lines the bank 
of the Mississippi, in some plaees of considerable width 
y^ of excellent quality — in other places narrow and of 
inferior quality. A tolerably dense settlement extends 
along the line of this timber* Crooked creek furnishes 
a due proportion of timber and prairie, and a body of ex* 
cellent land. 

Hancock county belong to the fifth judicial circuit, 
and sends one representative, and with McDonough one 
^nator to the legislature. 

The county seajt is Carthage* 



HBIVRY C0UNT7. 

Senrjif ConrUy was formed in 1825, but not organised 
^ judicial purposes till recently. 

It is bounded north by Whiteside and Rock Island; 
^ast by Putnam; south by Knox, and west by Mercer 
and Rock Island conmies. It is thirty miles long east 



and west, and about the tame broad — area 840 square 
jniles. It is watered by Edwards, and some of the head 
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tranches of Spoon river, Rock river, Green river and the 
Winnebago swamp and outlet. 
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Abovt Uie Big Grmre, FrakePs setdeamt, aai on Ei- 
waids liTO' is couMenMe good land, bat-ni ^Hoi 
HcmycowBty is no* eq«al to the cowUiu eoan^nft. 
Tte Winiwliign swamp sprBads sloag Us ■orthsn alic 
and Acre is eoosidaaMe level, wet, iia—pj lead fca- 
twesQ the waten tint fidl iato the 
tint flow to tlM Dliaeis. 

Thero is good laad eoeagh wMiia its kwdcn to aikt 
a fcspectable eoantj. It bdoogs to the ilUi jadidil cw- 
cait, aad with Knox aad Wanea, sends oae meahs li 
eaeh bnnch of the legialataie. Its eoaa^ aeat est U- 



T^OB eoaa^was laid off hy die legialataie, ia ttSl 
It is boaaded oa the aoith bj Will coaaty; east by At 
slate of lodiaaa; aoedi bj VenailioB coaaty; aad wcrf 
bj aa inc g alai sH^ of coaatiy, att a eh a d to Terafta 

It is about 48 oiiles long aad thiitj-fbar 1 
tnaiag aboat 1438 aqaaie aiOea. 

Kawkabee, Iioqaois, S^ar, Spiiag aad Beavar < 
aie its water cooraes. A large prcqMwtioB of Ala < 
is piairie; the timber is io grorea, aad ali^ 



( hsTo beea fivraied to some exieat 
qoois aad Sogar eiedES. Theie aie ottay aaad 
aiad plaias ia thb leeioo, bot coasideiable 
pnine are veiy rich. Iio^aois is atiMhed to tte i 
jadieia] circoit,aBd aenda oae lepicaeata tife, aa 
JLa Safle, Kaae and Boeae, one seaator to the 
tare. P^alatioB aboat 1800. The aeat of jastice is ail 
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JACxaoir oowTT. 



Jatka^n County was foraied fron Raiid#lpk tftd Jobii> 
son, in 1816. It is sitoaled on tho M itsissijMM, tod has 
Randolph eoanty on the north, Franklin east. Union south, 
and the Mississippi river and aportionof Randolph west. 
it is twenty-foor miles Drooi north to south, and from 
eighteen to twenty-eight miles from east to west — its 
area is abont 576 square jailes. This county is WBt«red 
by Moddy river and its tcibatariM. 

Oa tbis stream, near Brownsrille, is a saliae wkem 
ceosiderable quantities of salt are manuCactured. 

JackaoB eoanty is generally a timbered tract of ceoa* 
try, except towards its northeastern part where are soma 
$aie prairies. The timber in (ins eoonlry and aloa|: ^^ 
Mvbdtdy, is of the Tarions Jtiads common to tbis portion of 
ttte atate, as oaks of sereral species, hicicory, elai, poplar, 
waJaat, sugar maple, ete« 

Ita exports are salt, coal, pork, beaf, homes, «le« 

Jackson oonnty belongs to the third judicial oireait, 
and* sends oae member to the bouse of lepreseatati^es, 
and with Frai^lia, one member to the senate. Popular 
tioa about Z^^* 



Jiuptr Ccmnfy was leroied out 9i Crawford, and amatt 
portions of Lawrence and Ciay« in 183(1 • 

It is bounded north by Coles; east by Crawford; 
sooth by Lawrence and Olay; and west by a corner 
of Ofoy, and Effingbam. It is jtwenty-three miles long, 
and twenty-two wide — and contains about 508 square 
lailes. The Gmbarras runs through it, and tbe Muddy 
Fork of the Little Wabaab waters its western sMew 
Mjucb of the prairie, and timbered land of this oooAty is 



,y Google 



level, weC, aai of m iafierior q^aiSij. IW i 
are Mali Mo atif to il^ or «z^ ftfliOieo. 

€>■ tke North Fork aai the mu EmkmwM 
food tndB of feitile aoO. 

TIm eooatj om is cdM . 




Jeiiiiio eontr io wolorei Vy 
Bw MoMy, w&h kmi m tte 
bnMhoftlwlHtlo Wr - 

TIm oofl io lolenble 




^oUofwhichniiiii m 
idoo'o, M ooi ~ *~ ~ 
Aniof Gnu^aai'Loospioirip. Ilo 

i»aai WcalFodEi 

lofSkUlotFoifc. 



:;awj'a, Jof4oo*o, M oore'a, Wi 
MiMK aai Weal Folks of Bif MoMy rivof^aDd 




* Bowa i C i— #j waa fomsd ia 107, b^_ 
Wea redaeed to al»oa 



tdwfiiUoviB^ezleat. Prass o^ 
19 to 34 aiOfla, aaf firoa aoi^ to aoS* 
37 awhs, aai fTtisrisj hj Iha canra of Iha 1 
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in a triangular form nearly to a point at its northwsstem 
eorner;^-containingr about 734 square miles. 

It is bounded by Wisconsin territory on the north» Ste« 
pbenson on the east, Whiteside county south, and the Mis* 
sissippi river west. 

It is watered by Fever ri? er, Apple, Rush, and Plom 
creeks, and some smaller streams. 

This county is rich, both for agricultural and mining 
purposes. Lead and copper are in abundance here. Like 
all the neithern part of Illinois, timber is scarce. The 
surface is undulating — ^in some places hilly^well water- 
ed, both with springs and mill streams. 

The timber is in gro? es, and upon the margins of the 
streams. 

The county was named in honor of the late ffeneral Jo- 
seph H. Daviess, of Kentucky, who gallantly fell, in the 
disastrous battle of Tippecanoe, in 1811. It was bad 
taste, however, in the legfslature, to affix the appellation 
of ./b to a name that has received marked respect in the 
western states. 

Tlie chief export of this region is lead; but it is a fine 
coontry for both grain and stock. . 

Jo Daviess county is attached to the' sixth Judicial cir- 
cait, and, with Mercer and Rock Island, Stephenson, 
Winnebago, Ogle and Boone, sends two represents- 
tiyes and one senator to the legislature. 

The seat of justice is Galena. 



JOHNSON COUNTY. 

Johnson Countif was organised from Randolph in 1813, 
and is situated in the southern part of the state. It is 
bounded north by Franklin; east by Pope; south by the 
Ohio river; and west by Union and Alexander coun- 
ties. 

It is from twenty-five to thirty miles long; breadth, 
eighteen; its area, about 486 square miles. 

The interior of the county is watered by Cash river and 
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BifBaj creek. 

Biles §nm the Oluo riwv wUch 



, is m Mas sf f os J i, 
of liekbii^ a^ Mk^ 




iSBt passes sat of Bi^ Bay tsto Cash river. 

Ob the aoaik aide af thetts poa^ is veiy rick la^ viA 
a ama^ oi aemeaMaiai aan aa aaaaai^iy legia^ .^i^ 



tiaa tnet aai tke Okio river, ia a tract af I 

a tolerMj good aoil, kai aei Back papa- 

ikniaak tke coaatr. 

- aft»« 



iatkisfC!gioa,iac 



Jokaaoa eoaatj coal 
Ind, tolecMy fe««i, w^ 
aaad J aoO. TW 




to Ike koaae af ae- 
aail wiik Pope, ooa to tke aeaHa. It to- 
itaAiidjadicialciiml. 
taeMofJasiieaia Faflaaa. 



JSbk Gnaifp was fafBMd frsBi the 
La Salle, Jaaaaiy, ]836w It ia boaaded aor«b hj 
aad McHeaiy, eaat^bj Cook, aoaA ky LaSilla,ai 
ky OgleeoaBtj. 

It ia tkiitj-aix aulca a^aaic, aad coataiaa 189€ 
Bilca. 

It ia vafeied by Fox rirer ia ita aoatkeaatera 
aad ladiaa creek, SeaMiaaak, RoA aad Blackkcny; W; 
koasic, M efgaa aad Mill creeks tkat eater Fort riwr, aa 
oa ita a eai ei a aad aoitkweaten poitioa, aevanl area 
atiraaii, aad tko aoaA aad aiaia kraaekea of tke 
waakce or Seyareore, tkat ealm Rock river. 
aUexcdleataullatresres, aad abcady aawaad 
reilla are kail t ar ia ptofreas. 

Tke tiiaker is ia grevea, of vkick Aa Sakle. Bi|^ 
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Little-woods and Tarioos others are thickly settled aroand. 
There is white, black, retl, yellow and bar oaks, sapir 
maple, linden or basswood, black and white walnut, hick- 
cry, ash of yarioQS species, white poplar, iroowood, elm, 
some cherry, and occasional dumps of cedar along the 
cViSa that overhang Fox river, and other streams. 

Population from twelve to fifteen hnndred and rapidly 
increasiog. 

JCano county belongs to the seventh judicial ciroait and 
is represented in connection with La Salle, and Iroquois. 

The seat of justice is not permanently located. 



KNOX COUNTY. 

Knox County is bounded north by Henry; east by Peo- 
ria, and a comer of Putnam; south by Fulton; and west 
by Warren, and a corner of Mercer. 

It is thirty miles long, and from tw.enty-four to thirty 
miles broad— containing 793 square miles. 

It is watered by Henderson and Spoon rivers, and their 
tributaries. 

The prairies in this county are large and generally of the 
beet quality; and there are several larffe and excellent 
tracts of timber on the water courses. The soil in general 
is of the first quality. 

Kqoz county was laid off by the legislature in a gene^ 
ral distribution of counties on the military tract, in Janu- 
ary, 1825, though not organised for judicial purposes till 
about five years after. 

It belongs to the fifth judicial circuit, and with Warren 
&nd Henry sends one meo^ber to each branch of the legis- 
lature. 

Population about 2000. 

Seat of justice^ KwxviUe, 
10* 
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£«4UfcCbMfywwfanMd n 18tl. Him 
BOftk bjKaM,eMt bf WHl, womik hj Liv' 
M'Lflu, Md vest bj Pmmb. Iik^Saih 
•Hft t0 vwi, aad 9S bHm wUe, with M aMniaa «f J 
toviMhip« pnijectM^ SMtk finMi its SMtlii 
csstMMBf abovt 18M MIVUV BflM* 

BwiJet fb« DHmIs tH«r, wloeh 
Fox riw, Bigwad lilde Vefaaiaa. < 
Ue, lAdiu ciedE, Masom Toonhm vk, aad i 
streaas water tkis covalj. la geaenl, the atna^M m 
lUs part ef the stale raa snar a wAj or pvnUj bad, aaA 
iMve bat few alloTial bo tt oo M aear tbeak 

Ukm tbe ad!|aeeat coaatjea. La Salle is iiiiriiBi i» ■■- 

lie, iae ■ill iIhibmi, s»Haii»e eeal bc4a,aa4aBaat case- 
taally ttPOMB a neb eoaalj. Ita ■iaitiw wiO aaafcir 
tbe popalatioa toaead aCtbeir pisisn siibar byihsBi- 
~ invar ta a aoatben bmiWi, or bjtbe hkam aaibK 



ditioa of In^aoia* oaa 
Tbe aeat of j< 




Ci— #j was fsTMsd ia 1881, §nm a pai 
Sdwai^ ani Cnwlbrd, aad 4s sitMed aniba sm 
side of tbe state, opposite Viaeeaoea. 
Itisboaadedaonb bj Crawfind, aad aesracraf . 



K; east bj tbe Wabasb riven soatb by WsbMb sal 
waids eoaaties; aad west bj Claj. 
It is twca^ aules aeniaa, aoftb aad soatb, aad a aMdna 



Sdwaids eoaaties; aad west bj Cla; 
It is twca^ aules aeniaa, aoftb aad 
leagtb of tweatj-eigbt aules— coataiBia|raboot 
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It is watered by the Embarras river, and Racoon creek* 
which pass through it, and Fox river on itt western bor- 
der. The banks of these streams are low and subject to 
inundation. 

In the low prairies, near tfie Wabash, are swamps and 
slougrhs, known by the name of *^ purgatory," which, in a 
wet season, are miry, and extremely unpleasant to iii« 
traveler. Over some of these, bridges and levees are now 
constructed. In a dry season, the water evaporates, and 
the ground becomes firm. 

Lawrence county contains about an eijual proportion'of 
timber and prairie, some of which is inferior land, and 
other portions of an excellent quality. 

Its exports are corn, beef, pork, cattle, etc., much of 
which is sent down the Big Wabash in flat boats to New 
Orleans. 

This county belongs to the fourth judicial circuit, and 
sends two members to the house of representatives, and, 
with Crawford and Jasper one to the senate. 

The county seat is LawrencetnUe* 



LIVINeST6N COUNTY. 

Livingston County was formed from La Salle, McLean, 
and an attached portion of Vermilion county, in February, 
1837. It is 36 miles long, and about 30 miles wide; eon- 
taining about 1040 square miles. 

It is bounded north by La Salle, east by a atrip of coun- 
try attached to Vermilion, south by the same tract, and 
McLean, and west by McLean and La Salle counties. 

It contains some rich tracts of timbered land, and a 
large quantity of fine rich undulating prairie. It is wa- 
tered by the Mackinau and its branches, and by the Muddy 
^ork, Otter Fork, and other small strieams. 

Limestone and coal are its principal minerals. Livings- 
ton county belongs to the first judicial circuit, while one 
portion is represented in the legislature by the represen- 
tation of La Salle, and the other by that of McLean. 

Its seat of justice is not yet established. 
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Maemm Cmmhf was foraMd froa tke 
Shelby, !■ 18», asd m bouacd nonh I 
hj ClMipugB a^ Coksi; aoatk bj Shelby; 



Ii is thiftj-UBe miles loBg^, aai thirty-six 
tauue^ 1,404 sqaaie Bules. 

The soatheasters ponioa is ■ a t uu l by the ] 
sad its tiibataiics; the auUle a 
iha North Fork of the SaagMoa; aad the abrthi 
part by Salt creek. 

There is onieh ifsl late laad ia 
of the pniiies aie lanse, aa^ ia the iateiior, 
wet; bat geaeially diy, rich, aai aadalttiag asar tte 




Mam coaaty is attaehed to tha ifst jaficial cii 
aad aeads oae refreseatative, aad with Mel^aa caa 
oae seoator. The popalatioa is estiawied at S^fiOt. 

The eoaa^ aeat is Aeafar. 



Cmmtdy was ofigansed ffoai St. Clair 
ia 18ia, aad theacBibrargd a laige portioa of the si 
is aow booaded north by Gieeae. Maeoapia, aad a 
of MoatgoaMiy coaatiea; east, by Bead, aad a 



Cliatoa; aoath by St. Clair; nd vest by the 1 

Itis^aulesfroa aorth toaoad^aadfroai»to9SaBlBB 
fraai cast to weal — aad eoataias aboat 759 aqaaie ■!!■■. 

It is watered by Silver aad Cahokia creeks, aad W«ad 
river, aad their braaehea. 

A portioaof thb coaa^ lies ia the Aaericaa boiiavb 
hat Bach of it is high, aadaUtiag, aad proportiaBaUy 
divided iato tiaiber aad pfaiiie. 

SettlcflMott were fbrawd ia this eoaaty aboat thii«f- 
five years siace. Coal, aad baildiav stoBe,are ibaadat. 
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Aroond Alton, and along Wood riyer, and Cahokia creek, 
is one of the finest bodies of tirabeor in this part pf the 
state. 

The prairies are very adyantageonsly sitttated for set- 
tlements, and will soon be covered with well eultivated 
farms. Wheat, corn, beef, pork, horses, cattle, and al- 
most every production of Illinois, are raised in this county, 
and find a ready market. 

Madison county belongs to thr second judicial cireiiit^ 
and sends one senator and two representatives to the l«gl9* 
lature, and unites with St. Clair and Monroe in another 
senator. 

The seat of justice is Edwardsviik. 



MACOUPIN COUNTY, 

Macattpin County was organised from the attached por- 
tion of Greene county, in 1839. It i^ bounded north by 
tSangamon and Morgan; east by Montgomery; south by 
Madison; and west by Greene. It is thirty-six miles 
Ion jf, from north to south; and twenty-four oiilas broad — 
containing 864 square miles. 

The Macoupin creek and its branches water the middle 
and western parts, the Cahokia creek the southeastern, 
and the heads of Wood river and Piasau, the south- 
western parts of the county. 

Some of the prairies on the eastern side are large, level, 
and wet; but a large portion of the county is excellent 
soil, and well proportioned into limber and prairie, and 
rapidly settling. About one-third of the county is tim- 
bered land. It is an excellent agricultural county, and 
will soon produce large quantities of pork, beef, wheat, 
etc., which will naturally reach the market at Alton. 

Macoupin county sends one member to the house of 
Tfpresentatives, and one to the senate. The county seat 
is CarUnville, 
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I CmmUy lies \m the iatecior of the etela^ waA ii 
boeeaedeonh b j Fa jette; eest bj Clay, ea4 a e«Mr ef 
Wajee; soeth bj Jefimoe; ae4 West bj Ctialoa, a^ a 
coraer of Fa j^ie. 

It was foimed frooi Jefferaoe aad Fajetle cnMBtita. m 
1833, is tweatj-lber aulee ie exteat, aini fefaiae 5TS 
sqaaie aules. 

Marios coaaljembfaMS the soatlMfa part of the Gtasi 
arairie, aad is vatered bj Crooked cieefc, aad the Bast 
Fork (rf* the Ka^lraskia, ca ito vestcra, sad SkUIci FsA 
SB itseastera side. 

It has eoasiderable lead of aeeoad qaalitj; a h o at sas 
third tisber, aad the lest piairie. Coa si dciable post esk 
tiaiber is fooad ia this coaalj. 

Mariea eoaatj is sttached to the thifd jodieial cii«aii» 
assds oae aeaber to the InNiae of re p wif a t a ti iea, aad, 
with Cliatoa, oae SMSiber to the i 

The eoeatj aeat is Smkmu 

Popalatioa,3/MW. 



MeDommigk Cmmiy was fo n a cd horn Pike eoaa^, m 
18SS, hot aot orgaaised till 1899. It is sitaated ia tU 
eeatfe of the aulitaiy tract; is booaded aorth by W«- 
tea; east bj Faltoa; soath bj Sehojler; aad west by 
Hsaeoek. 

It is tweatf-foar sulea aqaare, with aa area of timsa 
towaships, 576 sqaare aules, aad 368,640 aerea. 

Crooked cieek aad its braochea water Mostof this tncL 
Hm sMt e r a side of M eDoaoofh coaatj for eight sr ks 
niles ia width is prairie; the resniadtr is saitaUy m^ 
portioeed iato timber aad pnirie of the riehest ^mIi^. 
A tract of eoaatry, fifteea or tweoty aules sqaare, lakia 
frooi the sastera side of Oaaeoek aad the westeta half if 
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'McDonoQgh, is not excelled for agiicultaral purposes by 
any portion of the great ralley. 

Most of the streams have good mill seats for a portion 
of the year. 

McDonoQgG county is attached to the fiAh judicial cir- 
coit, sends one representative, and, with Hancock, one 
senator to the legislature. 

The seat of justice is MaeomL 



MeHENRY COUltTT. 

BkHenry County was formed from Cook county, Janu- 
ary, 1836, and is bounded north by Wisconsin Territory; 
east by lake Michigan; south by Cook; and west by 
Boone county. 

It is about forty miles long and twenty-four miles wide, 
containing about 960 square miles. 1 his includes only 
its land area. Its legal boundary extends east to the 
middle of Lake Michigan. 

It is watered by the north branch of the Chicago, Des 
Plaines, Fox river and branches, tcmtber with Cache 
Mere, Crystal and other small lakes. Some of these lakes 
have limpid water, gravelly beds, with ridges of gravel 
and sand around them. 

East side of Fox river, the soil approaches to a clay, 
white on the western side it is a rich, sandy loam. Tim- 
ber abounds along the lake shore, and near the streams, 
with many beautiful groves and oak openings in the in- 
terior. It is similar in quality to Kane and Ogle coun- 
ties. Limestone is plenty. 

McHenry belongs to the seventh judicial circuit, and is 
connected with Cook and Will counties in its represen- 
tation. 

The seat of justice is not yet located. ^ 
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McLemm, Commiy has LtTuigsUM aad La Salle aA 
BOfftkiu inegiiUrstnpofeoaBtiy,aBdaeanKrof 
paiga cooatj, east; Macoo, sooth; S^agMmam toacfea 
oa Ike aoathvest; and Taxevell lies vesl. 

It is from tven^-eioht to fbrtj-eivht ailes lea^« 
Ibity-cwo to tvelve bmd, hsTiDg 1,675 sqaare wlca. 

Ooe third vi the eastera, aad a porttoa of the aoril 
side of this coaa^ is oae Tast prairie, aad yet it has fa 
traets of the fiaest timbered laod io the stale. TW 1 
her is beaotifiillj ananged in poYes of varioas 
aad sixes, fitom those of filteea or eighteen s^a 
down to those of a few acies. 

M cLeaa coon^ is wateied by the Kifhapoo>. SsfV 
creek, aad Salt creek, ail vhieh lake their rise la ihs 
prairies oi this coeatj. The heads of the Ye 
liver of the lllioois are fbond ia the 
aad thoae of SaagaoKNi are oa the eirtara skiita. 
streams foiaish ^od aiill seats whea the water is aaciaa 
lov. 

The coaatry is derated, modentdy aadalalii^. aadtf 
aiichaoiL Where tlraberexisuit is asoalljof exceflaft 
quality. Here are to be fooad oak of varioaa iperift, 
walaat, hickoiy, ash, sagar maple, dm, haekhcny, lia- 
dea, cherry, aad auay other kiads. Papav is fieqacadf 
amoagst the smaller growth. 

Of the miaerals, liatestoae is foaad oa ^e 1 
the Yenailioa. Graaite, ia detached miwri, or i 
called by the settlere ** lost rodu,'* aad ased for mift 
stooes, are pleatifally scattered over ^e eoaatiy. Ceri 
is fooDd ia several setllemeais. 

Mcfieaa coaaty scads two ic pie s eatat i vca, aad, wilh 
Maeoa, one aeaaftor to the legistatare. 

The seat of jasliee is Bhommglmu 
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MERCER COUNTY. 

Mareer Cmtnty Ijes north of Warren; wett of Henry; 
mnd sonth of Rock Island counties, and has the Mi8«it« 
sippi on its western side. 

It is about thirty-two miles long and eighteen miles 
wide, containing about 550 square miles. 

It is watered by Edwards and Pope rivers, and the 
northern branches of Henderson river, along which are 
excellent tracts of timber, as there is on the borders of the 
Mississippi. Its middle and eastern paru have extensivd 
tracts of prairie. 

It is said that the seasons are more uniform, the win* 
ters more severe, and the summers more pleasant than in 
the counties further south; but the frosts of spring do not 
injure the labours of the husbandman. 

The soil is rich, undulating and excellent for (arming. 

Mercer is attached to the sixth judicial circuit, and 
unites with Rock Island and Jo Baviess counties, in 
sending two representatives and one senator to the legis* 
latiire. 

The seat of justice is New Boaim. 



MONROE COUNTT. 

Monroe County was formed out of Randolph and St. 
Clair counties, in 1816. It is bounded north by St. Clair; 
east by Su Clair and Randolph; south by Randolph;, and 
west by the Mississippi. Its shape is quite irregulai*; 
its average leujgth is twenty miles; average width eighteen 
miles, containing about 360 square miles. 

It is watered by Horse, Prairie de Long, and Eagle 
creeks. The American bottom, which is alluvion, runs 
through the county adjacent to the Mississippi, and is 
divided into timber and prairie. On the bluffs, the 
country is hilly and broken, with sink holes. Around 
Waterloot t ttd New Design, and on the eastern border 
II 
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of tfce eom^t is rnMiiifiblc good la»i, aai a i 
tnaber aad pniiie. 

M owoe cooo^ is attaehed to die l e c nai )i 
cait»aad oeadaoao wmemher to tke iMaaoaf i 
tifaavaad oae totfac otaitt, 

ThaaeataTjaaticeia Wkialm, 



Bia Wiaadad aoi^ hj 
Fajf«ta; aoatk bj Bond; 

B ia tUitf-fear auica loaf, with i 
tveatv-aevea aulea, and has aboat M 

It tt watered br Shoal cnekaaditol 
the heada of the Ifaeoafia, a bnaeh of the 
of the SeagaaMia, and the Hanieaae ForiE, aad ia ] 
tioaaUj dirided iato^iBber aad pfairie. TWi 
feaeially high aad aadalatiaf • 

Mamiiommw eoaa^ beloaga to the i 
cait, aad aeada oae aMaiherto the hoaaeef i 
tivea, aad, ia coaaectioa with Boad oae to the i 

The aeat of jastiee ia JSllrfwo*. 




\ Cb — fj , oae of the i 
the state, lyiaf oa die aaat Mde of the lUiaoSi nvar, waa 
fofsisd bom the ittoehed part of Gieeae, is ~ 
18S3. 

It is hoaaded aorth hy Caas; east hj 
aoadi bj Maeoapia aad Gieeae; aad wast bj the 1 
river, which sfp siate s it fiw Pike aad Sehaylcr. It is 
thifty-lbar oules loaa; Mediae width, t 
918 aqaare sulea. 

The llliaoia river 
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Madvaiseterre, Apple, Sandy, and sdTeral smaller creeks 
rise within its borders, and pass throagh it, famishing 
many good mill seats. 

Morgan county is destined to become one of the rich- 
est agricultural counties in the state. In 1831, the tract 
of country embraced within the limits of this county, con- 
tained only twenty families. In 1825, its population was 
4,052; in 1830, it was 13,281; and now, is estimated at 
20,000, without Cass county. 

It is well proportioned into timber and prairie, well 
watered, and contains many eztensiTe and well culti?ated 
isnns. io this county are more than thirty mHls for 
wwing and grinding, propelled by animal or water power. 
Seven large steam mills are in operation, and two more 
have been commenced, and will be finished the present 
year. 

ImproTed farms, in the populous parts of the county, 
sell for from ten to twenty dollars per acre; several towns 
and villages have been commenced besides Jacksonville^ 
^Ijjch are in a thriving condition. 

Emigration, attended with industry and enterprise, in 
a few fleeting years, has changed a region that we have 
P^n in all the wildness of uncultivated nature, into smil- 
ing villages and luxuriant fields, and rendered it the hap- 
Py a*>ode of intelligence and virtue. 

Morgan county belongs to the first judicial circuit, 
^nds six members to the house of representatives, and 
three to the senate. 

The seat of justice is Jacksonvilie, 



OGLE COUNTY. 

Ogk County was formed from Jo Daviess, and a part 
?f the attached portion of La Salle, January, 1836. It 
js from 36 to 42 miles long, and 36 miles wide; — contain- 
tog about 1440 square miles. 

«pck river passes diagonally through its northwestern 
portion, Winnebago Swamp and Inlet, and several other 
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•WBflips aro u Ha soathem pot. Vimit, heai, «■ 
nvers, 9a4 aeveial saaller sirauM, all of w^aA 
theaaelT€a iato Rock river, fttraiak food rnSH 
Tbe tuBber ia cbieij ia grovea, anaj tdwkaA an 
Hari J hemutlfnU awl of varioaa akapea aa^ aiaea. 
of the aarfaee ia aadalatiag, the aoil caic are o aa , 4i 
iiek« aa^ the caaoliy ia rapidly aettliag . TWe 
popalatioa any be eatiaMted at 1^00. 

Ogle coqnty belongs to tbe aixth jaficial cira 
lepieaeBtatiTe eoaaeetioa ia with Jo Davieaa aad 
Ita coofta aie held iBBpoiarilj at 
dtj, bat ita 



Ptmim Cammiy liea ea the weat aide of 
river, aboat two haadied aiilea bj arater, aad a 
aad Mtf bj laad, above the Jaactiea of the 
This eoaotj coataitta eoaaiderdble tiacta of 





Ita prioeipal aettleMeata aro Peoria, Kirln i Mi e 
La Salle piairie, Seaaiehwiae, Priaee*a aad 
aettleaMSta. 

It is watered bj ^e Kickapoe, ^e hrada of 
river, Coppesas creek aad the Seaaleharioe. Oa ih 
kapoo, aad oa the shore of Peoria lake, for aemal i 
the timber is good bat the prairie predoniaaiea. 

Peoria coaoty was formed firoan Pike eoaaty^ia 
aad is boandcd aorth bj Potaaoi; east bj 
aoath bj Folloo; aad west bj Kaox. It is aboat f eaty - 
aevea aiilea loeg, aad has aa average width of t ai iaij ' 
foar nilfis— cootainiog aboat 648 sqamre lailea. 

Oae of the priocipal mads lo Galeae piaara d»aagh 
this coaaiy. 

The serfaee of the land is Bodetatelj reHiag; ea Aa 
KicUupoo it d^eoerates into blafe aad raviaea. Ia the 
wesiera and north.weatem portioB there ia aaeaici^«f 
timber. Between Peoria and La Salle piairie is ~ 
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timber, from two to five miles in width, and ia pl&ces 
beyoDd the bluffs. Id the bottom land adjoining the 
lake, are spots that overflow; but, in ^neral, it is fit for 
caltivation. The bottom timber consists of oaks of te- 
rious species, white and black walnut, ash, hackberry, 
locust and some hickory, buckeye, coffee nut, and grape 
vines. 

Peoria County belongrs to the sixth judicial circuit, and 
sends one representative, and with Putnam, one senator 
to thelegislature. 

The seat of justice is Peoria. 



PERRY COUNTY. 

Perry County was organised from Randolph and Jack- 
son counties, in 1827, and is bounded north by Washing* 
ton; east by Jefferson and Franklin; south by Jackson; 
and west' by Randolph. It is twenty-five miles long, 
frooi east to west, and eighteen miles wide— containing 
447 square miles. 

The Big Beaucoup and its tributaries run through the 
middle of this county, from north to south, and the Lit- 
tle Muddy touches its eastern border. 

About one third of Perry countj is prairie, tolerably 
level, good soil, and susceptible of immediate cultivation. 

Its productions are corn, beef cattle, pork, tobacco, and 
some cotton. This little county has sent to market many 
fat steers and fet hogs per annum. 

Perry sends one member to the house of representatives, 
and with Washin^ton,one member to the senate. It belongs 
to the third judicial circuit. 

PinckneyviUe is the seat of justice. 



PIKE COUNTY. 

Pike County is the oldest county on the military tract, 
&nd was erected from Madison and other counties, in 
11* 
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18S1. It dM 

vwt of the DHmis riTer; b«t by the 

tioe of eev eoeeties, it ' 

about tvca^-tw# 





It is boeedcJ Mffib, by A^sm; flwt. by ScWyWc ] 
the IHieois river; sosth, bj that river mmi Cilbi— ; i 
w t Ml by tbe MisfissippL 

Bendes the Miem^ ppi wmi Dlieoie li w m, m h k b wi 
tero sides, it bae tbe SByemriee sloefb nmia; the i 
Icsgtb of iu vesten border, vbi^ 
■•▼igatioe to Atlas at a finll stage of water. Pifce i 
ty is waicfrd by tbe Pigeoa, Hadley, Keys. Black, P 
Cbarrb, SU Mile, aad Bay eneka, vbicb &U ~ 
Mississippi; aad Big aad Little Blue, aad tbe Nenfc aad 
West forks ef McKee's creeks, vbick < ~ — ~ 

Good auli ssals aie farsiibcd by tbc«e i 

Tbe laod is varioas. TWesecdoa of < 
iriawl betveea tbe Saycartre sloagb 
flpfi, is a eaady soil, bot aMStly ' 
a|HiBg foods, k foraisbes a great 
lange for stoeks, afibidiBg ec 
wilb skirts of bcavy bottos 
Aloag tbe blafls. aad for two ar 
iMd is ebieiy tiaibefed bat cat i 
^aits lolliBg. la tbe iateiior, a 
tuaaty, excelleat ptaiiie aad tiaibfnd apliadi asa iaavl 
cspecttlly aboat tbeBlae rivera a^ MeKeelscaBak. Thim 
Bast eveotoally beeone s ricb aad popaloas 

la PIcanat Tale, am Key's cicek, is a* a 
twea^ ieet ia d iaie ter, wbaeb bails bom tbe 
throws offa streann of soase siie fiirauag a aalt 
Tidaity. Salt has been aade here tfeoagh m 
^aaatities. 

Pike eoaaty is eoBiiected srith Adaas aad 
aeads two repieseatativea aad oae seaator U 
tare, aad beloags to the fifdl jadictal dicatt. 

The aeat of jaaike is /^ttf^UUL 
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POFB GOUITTT. 



Pope Cottnty wa« formed from GalUtin and Johnson 
eoantiefi, and is situated in the southern part or the state« 
and is bounded north by Gallatin, east and south by the 
Ohio river; and west by Johnson county. 

It was organised as a county, in 1816, by the territo* 
rial goyernment; and, after having been subsequently 
reduced, is now thirty-six miles long, with a mediofli 
width of about sixteen miles, and an area of 576 square 
miles. 

The Ohio makes ajbend so as to wash its eastern and 
southern sides, and project into the interior. Big Bay 
creek rises towards its northwestern comer, and, after 
entering Johnson county, turns again into Pope, and 
runs a southeastern course to the Ohio* Lusk's creek, 
and some smaller streams, give it the character of a well 
watered county. It is generally well timbered with the 
varieties that abound on that side of the state; the sur* 
face is tolerably level; the soil of a good quality, bnl 
rather sandy. 

Corn, beef, pork, oats, potatoes, horses, etc., are artidee 
of exportation in considerable onantities. 

Pope county sends one member to the house of repre* 
leotatives, and with Johnson, one to the senate. It be- 
longs to the third judicial circuit. 

The seat of justice is Crokondcu 



PUTNAM OOUNTT. 

Putnam County was formed from Pike county in 1825, 
but not organised for judicial purposes till 1831, when 
the boundaries were altered. 

It is now situated on both sides of the Illinois river* 
and 18 bounded north by Ogle, and Whiteside counties; east 
by La Salle; south by Tazewell and Peoria; and west by. 
Henry and a portion of Knox counties. 
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its 

It is tluity-«ix aOes Um^, aa^ tkirtj i 
baad w m fiaeticNnl poctiiHi la ili mr"^ ~ 
coatuBS aboat 1,340 aqaare auka. 

Tbe miaois nwm eaten this roaly ea lla 
bonder, makes a Ism bead mmi passes eat aft its* 
side. Tbe Bareaa, Crow, aad soase SBsDerstiaaa 
^e niiaois withia tbis eoaaty, aad Spoo* mcr wi 




SoaeoT ^e iasst laads ia the staM 
bcaatilal groves el* tiaiber, aad rieb, aa d ala l ia^ aad diy 
pniries. 

There are a aaadierof laige setdif an of iadasuimi 
aad thrif^ fiuiMfs, amongst whieh are Bareaa Gn««, Qk 
Bow Pniiie, Kaox*s settkamat, Spooa mar seidb- 
meat, aad Stnwa's settlemeat Popalatioa abort 4 

There aremaaj iae spriags ia ^e eoaaty, aad excdli 
Bull aeats oa the streams. 

Besides oaks of sevenl species, there areaMmtof i 
▼arieliea of tiaiber cooimoa to the state, as Uack t 
white walaat, sagar maple, bloe, white, aad hoop ai 
elm, chenj, aspeo, iroa wood, baduj e, ~~ 
malbeiTj, etc. 

Laawstoae, saad stoae, fieestoaeaadi 
are its priacipal miaeral prodac ti sm 
qaaatities. 

Prodoes will bs seat dowa the niiaois mcr la stmm 
boats from Heaoepia. 

A few traets of pfairie ia this coaatij are levd aad wi^ 
aad there are soore SBiall poads aad swasips ia the Bortb- 
era part. 

Ia this coaaty are three Presbjteriaa, two Baptist, est 
Coagieea^donal, aad three or fbar Methodist sorieties, a 
eoaoty Bible socie^ thst has twice aopplied all tim dm- 
titate with Biblea, a tempetaaee society, aeoaa^ gsaiif 
School UnioB, tea Saad^ schools, a eoaa^ IjCMif *■■ 
sereial other pbilaatbropie societies. 

Pataam cooatj bdoags to the sixth jadicial eifcait, mi 
aeads oae repffi s e a t i i iye, aad with Peoria oae n a iim tsibi 
Wislatore. 

The seat of jastice is Rhmepin. 

Digitized by \^00Q[C 



ov nxmoif. m 



BANDOLPH CQUNTT. 



Randolph Catmitf was formed before the orgtnteitton 
of the territory of IHinoit« and is the oldest eouoty, ex* 
cept St. Clair, in the state. 

It is bounded north by Monroe, Si Clair, and Wash- 
ingrton counties; east by Perry; south by the Mississippi 
river and a corner of Jackson county; and west by the 



Its medium length and breadth is about twenty-four 
miles, thongrh from curvatures of the Mississippi, it con- 
tains but about 540 square miles. 

It is watered by the Kaskaskia river, and St. Mary, 
Horse, and some amaller creeks. The soil is of various 
kinds; from first rate to indifferent, and has a diversity of 
surface, from the low alluvion, and tfie undulating prairie, 
to the niffged bluffs and abrupt preei pices. 

Randolph county belongs to the second jndioial cironit, 
sends two members to the house of representatives, and 
one to the senate. 

County seat, Kaakaakia. 



ROCK ISLAHD. 

JRodc Jsland is a small irregularly shaped county, foroi- 
ed from portions of Mercer and Jo Daviess counties, in 
1831, but subsequently organised by the judge of the fifth 
judicial circuit. The boundaries of this county, as defined 
by law, begin ** at the middle of the main channel of the 
Mississippi, where the north line of township fifteen north 
intersects the same; thence east, to the fourth principal 
meridian; thence north, with said meridian, to the middle 
of the main channel of Rock river; thence up said chan- 
nel to the confluence of the Marais d*Ogee slough or creek; 
thence along said slough to the middle of the Missis- 
•ippi river, and doi/vn that channel to the place of begin- 
Ding.*' It contains about 400 square mile^* 
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RoA river, and some nieor 
Rock Island, IB the Missisnppi, is iedededie this 
The soil aloog the Mississippi for tweaty^m Bales b 
lerioe, sisdj, mmi rich, incladiogthe site of the oM 
▼illase. Thine is noch good laed is the iaicrier «f 
eooD^ between the riTeil 

This eoontj dects m seaaior aed 
jeeetMNi with Jo Daviess aad Meieer, 

The eowity seat is Hirpkemtm, 




I Opm/y is one of the largest a 
ishii«7coaBtiesia the state. Itisbooaded 
hy 'Haewell; east, bj Maeoo; aonth hj 
aad Maeoopia; and west bj Cass and Morgan 
Hie northwestern eomer mns down be t w e e n 
nmon river, which separates it firom Ca 
Tnewell eonntj, to the Illinois river. 

It is forty-eight miles long, besides the eomer 
ed; and fortj-ive miles wide containing, ' 
an area of abont 1,870 square miles. 

Sangamon eonntj is watered bj the SangasHm riveri 
its nnmeroQS branches. Those which take their rise wi 
ifl the linuts of the coonty are Clary'a, Rock, ffirhlMd, 
Prairie, Spring, Lick, Sogar, Horse, and Brnsh Cfeekai. 
on the sooth side, proeeemnv npward in the anangenKnt; 
and Crane, Indian, CantriU's, Fancy, Wolf, and_Clcar 
credcs, which enter from the opposite side, 
branches which rise without the coonty,andyet ran a« 
^erible distance within it, are Salt creek and F 
North Fori^ and Sooth Fork. These streama not oaiy 
furnish this coooty with an abundance <^ excellent wmcr 
and a number of good mill seats, but are lined wbh ex- 
tensive tracts of first rate timbered land. 

Here are oeks of various species, walnut, sugar i 
elm, linden, hickory, ash, hackberry, honey locnst, 
berry, sycamore, cotton wood, sassilias, etc, 
with the various shrubs, common to the country. 
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The size of the prairies in Sangramon county is seised 
upon as an objection, by persons who are not accustomed 
to a prairie country. But were the timbeir a little more 
equally distributed with prairie surface, its supply would 
be abundant. The prairies vary in width from one to eig^ht 
or ten miles, and somewhat indefinite in length, being con- 
Dceted at the heads of the streams. 

Much of the soil in this county is of the richest qua- 
lity, being a calcareous loam, from one to three feet deep, 
intermixed with fine sand. The point of land that lies 
between the Sangamon and the Illinois rivers, which is 
chiefly prairie, is divided betwixt inundated land, dry 
prairie, and sand ridges. A. stranger to observations upon 
the surface of Illinois, upon first siffht, would pronounce 
most parts of Sangamon county a level or plane. It is 
not 80. With the exception of the creek bottoms and the 
interior of large prairies, it has an undulating surface, 
quite sufficient to render it one of the finest agricultural 
districts in the United States. These remarks are not 
meant exclusively for Sangamon. They a])ply with eoual 
propriety to many other counties on both sides of the Illi- 
nois river. What has been heretofore known to persons 
^broad as the Sangamon country, may now be included 
in a large district, containing a number of large and popu- 
loQs counties. 

This county contains a larger quantity of rich land than 
Any other in the state, and therefore can maintain a larger 
agricultural population, which is the great basis of na- 
tional Wealth. A distinguished writer, speaking of the 
state pf Illinois, and particularly of this portion of it, re- 
marks in a letter to a friend from Springfield, Illinois, — of 
March 2d : 

\^ Our ' far west ' is improving rapidly, astonishingly. 
It is five years since I visited it, and the changes within 
that period are like the work of enchantment. Flourishing 
towns have grown up, farms have been opened, comfort- 
able dwellings, fine barns and all appurtenances, in a 
country in which the hardy pioneer had ^ at that time 
sprinkled a few log cabins. The conception of Coleridge 
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4e9lwj of the U. Stales as m satiss si a bssAsd 




•r fuMMi stwiuhiiig frosi the Atlsatie to the 1 

fivisf aa^er tlM laws of AlfM, aa4 1 

of Sfaakspeaie aa^ Miltoa, ia aa aa««st < 

sbooM we set wish to see it reslise^ Oa the i 

iaienal improretoeato tito jvmmg giaat ef Ike 

toskifi^ Hetealeaa effbito— a bUI ' ^ 

last wiater appropriatia^ eight faillioaa ef^cJbn §m i 

roads* eaaals* fte., worn which, 

eosi tareotj nlllioas. A hill siso | 

seat of goverasMat fkoai Vaadalisv ia Fajcoe 4 

thb plaee, Spriag€eld, which is ia tito teitile iiiukt rf 

SaagSBioa coaaty, aad as aeaf as smj he to the gi uy ifti 

eal eeatss ef the state, wii aoea will be the csaiBrf 

aopalatiea* 

••ThestatooT Dliaobhas pfobablj Aeiaealhs|yrf 
feftile lead of aaj state ia the Daiea^aadthe ii||in ■ 
Ilea for specaiitioa aie aaaM ro ae pio p eitj will essoasi 
to advaaee— adtoiiahie fsnas sad towa loto wkkj he » 
chaaed with a eertaiatj of lealisiap laige piniis. Tie 
eoa au y here is beaatifal e^mti m aacive aunctitoi 
ia cisawf leco M e ctto a s to the aeeaes I wmimi 
adaured ia Italy. The vale ef Ano is Bai i 
soOgr tfSmmgumtm^ with ' 



•Ohlhly. 

The tent kedbHBgihf 

Thoa but s mal ia ihis 




The int aeldetocm oa the watois ef ^e 
■nde by whito people for a peranaeat abode, was a 1819^ 
the eoaa^ was oifaaiaed ia 18S1, aad dMa csbiaeei s 
tiaet of cooatiy ISS aulee loag, aad aeveaty-ive \ 

The pablie toads ifoie iist oft red §mx ' ' 
her, 18S3, by which tine, however, fsrais of c 
siae.evea to lOOaeiee of ealtivated lead, had hcca aais. 

At the pteseat tisie, the boidsn of the pniiies sis cs- 
vwsd with haadieds ef I 



,y Google 



or iLUMOlfe. lat 

toimetod wiHi dioiMnds of ^mestf^SDvoitts. *flM rough 
and unseemly cabin is gifing place to comfortable franied 
or briclt tenements, anttplenty every wliere smiles upon 
t)ie labors of the hosbaod man. 

This coettfy is in thegeogrephk^l- centre of the statei and 
Will fVentoafly he in the centre of popalation. 

Its river market and deposit le Bearasiown; bat much of 
its imports will be received and its eiperts sent off* by its 
own river, which has already been navigated by steam to 
Ike vieiBity af Sprivgfield, and wben'some of its obstmc- 
liens ere removed, will afford convenient navigation fo>t 
steamboats of the smaller otass. Its exports now are beef 
cattle, pork, wheat, flour, eom meal, hatter, cheese, etc, 
and soon will include almost every article of a rich, agri- 
cultural country, 

Sangamon county belongs to the first judicial circuit, 
sends seven members to the house of representatives, and 
tnFo raembevs to the senate. 

lu popuUtion, at the last ccmos, was 17,673, itaiMm* 
\m now wonld exi^eed 90,000. 

Villages and towns are springing«p, sen* of which may 
^^ecome ptaeea «f note, as Athens, Hew Salem, Eiohland, 
Salisbury, Greenfield, Rochester, etc. 

The seat of Jwstice ia i%)rtii^/eft^. 



scHUYLia' oocunr* 

Schtylet CWni/y waefortned from Pikeeonnty, in td^S, 
and lies on tfie Ulineis river, opnosite Morgan oonntv. It 
is bounded north by MeDenoogh,ttnd a eorner of Fulton; 
east by Fulton, and the Illinois river; south by the Illi- 
nois river, and Pike; and west by Adams and a comer of 
Hancockr^ 

The southeastern tide is washed by the Illinois, the 
hrt^rior is watered hy Otodced andOrane eteeks, the south 
Western by MdKee's cre^, and the novtheastem part by 
Sugar ereek* 

SdiuyleT'ceantyitof %n irregular shape, thktyiailea 
12 
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864 a^on bUm. 

Alomg the lUisois river is eoMdetaUe 
at higb floods, geaenlly heavil j tuebeie ' 
Mebalfoftliecim^. ThtmSddlemti 

ue divided JBtotuKber sad piaiiieefaB< ^- 

Alomg Cwockedcmk is as ezteasive bedy of 
Segar cnek also fanithw aaotker body of ^ 
or tea ouleawide. 
, Sehoyler eoao^ is attad^d to the ifth jadidal ciii 
aod aoMls two mewbera to the hoase af irpwf tarti 
aad oae member to tbe aeaala. 

JBmdmlk is tbe coonty aeat. 




AeOy Ctfoa/y was fonaed 6am Facile, ia iaS7, 
ia boaaded oa tbe aoitb by Aiaeoa; eaet by Cola^ m 
by Efliagfaam aad Fayette: mid weal by Me 
a eoraer of Kaagamoa 

It is tbifty-aijL aulas loag aad thii^ I 
oqaaiemilea. 

It is watered by the KasHsbia aad i 

Shelby eoaa^ eoataiasa laf]ge amoaat of exeeDeat land, 
both tiaiber aad pnirie* aad is oae of the beat f ' 
lieoltaral eoaatiea ia the atate. 

Sbdby aeads oae BMaiber to the boase of i 
tivea, aod oae to the aeaate. It bdoafs to the i 
dicialeiiciiit. Tbe popolatioo is aboat 5^500. 

The aaat of jostiea is Ac^aOfe. 



8T« CLAia OOUVTT. 

A. CInr GMMi^ is the oldest eoaanr ia the 
was foroMd by the legislataie of the Nortfaweaien Tst- 
litory ia 1794 or 'SS, aad thea iaeladed aU the 1 
OB ^e easteia side of the Miamnpai. It 
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that river opposite St. Lome, and Is boanded north by 
Madison county; east by Gtinton and Washington; and 
south by Randolph and Monroe counties— containingr 
1,030 square nailes. 

The land is varions, much of which is good first and 
second rate soil, and is proporti6nably divided into tim- 
ber, prairie, and barrens. The prairies are distingaished 
as Looking Glass, Twelve Mile, Ogie^s, Ridge, Bottom, 
and Du Pont prairies. 

The strearms are Oahokia, Prairie dn Pont, Og1e*s creek. 
Silver creek, Richland creek, Prairie de Long, and the 
Kaskaskia river. 

Its timber comprises the varieties (bund on the western 
side of the state. 

The exports are beef, pork, flour, and all the varieties 
in the St. Louis market. 

Extensive coal banks exist in thia county, along the 
bluffs, from which St. Louis is partially supplied with 
fbel. The quantity hauled thlp.re in wagons, in 1836, 
amounted to about 300,000 bushels. A railroad is now 
making from these mines to 4he riTer, opposite St. Louis, 
by a private company. 

There are five steam mills in this county, besides a 
number propelled by water and animal power. Belleville 
and Lebanon are4t8 principal towns. Cahokia and Illi* 
nois are small villages. The people of this county are a 
ni'ixture of Americans, French, and Germans, about 10,000 
in number. 

St. Clair county belongs to the second judicial circuit, 
and sends one senator and two representatives to the le- 
gislature, and, with Madison and Monroe, an additional 
senator. 

The seat of justice is Belkvilie, 



STEPHENSON COUNTIT. 

Stephen9oit County was formed from Jo Daviess and 
Winnebago counties, in February, 1837, and is bounded 
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toatli hj Ogle aad Jm OavieBS, Mi wst bf J« P ~ 

«WBtJ. 

It is 37 miles loof , and 21 miles wid«.c 
Ml 9q«sm miles. 

Il is wmteiBd 1^ the PedoUmokes sad in 
BBtks BOitb,sBd the iMsds of Plm mm \ 
fUesms ie the eomliwestero psrt. 

The timb^ is mostly io groTos; the piaines geBcraDj ■»- 
deUtiog mmi rieh, with trsets ef hillj hsne— aei edk 
epeoiegsr The pofmlatieo is aet leifs« het i 
tlin^, as aie all dbe northero coeoties. 

For Mkial Mmi fapiesesiative pwpeaas k is 
to Jo DaTiess county. 




Tlizapefl Cmadw wm fonnsd from Peena eonty, is 
1837. It m boeaaed north hy Pt—a; easi by Mrli—^ 
teeth by SaagamoQ) aed has the BUimhs mm ilsmrif 



by SaegamoQ) aed 
Borthwestera border, whieh gives it a iriaagalir i 
. its ejatmm Isagth is for^eight oulca^ aad its 
width Ibny-tve milea mJetiiaiBg ahoeft MM 




It is walerad by the lUineia river, whieh 
whole knigth of its eotihwesterB sMe, Maehiaaw, i 
branehesy Tea Mile, Farm, and Bine eveeks, all 
eeieff the lUinoia, with sobm of the heml biaMhes of Am 
SeBgamon. 

A strip of this eooBtj, coBaistiBg moedy of sbbIt 
prairies, puts dowa the lUinois river, end betweea thaftaaii 
Sangamon eoonty. On the bloib of the If aehieae aed 
the other atreams, the lead is brokea, aad the timber chia^ 
ly oak; ia other portions of the coaaty it has I 
apMsrsneeand hae ameh good lead. 

Below Pekia, end to*rards Havanaa, aie 
peads, aad saad ridges. Thcseatheastani pertieaef ^ 
eeaaty is walewd by S^^ ereek aod ita I 
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Tkis will soon be a rich agricnltiiral county* Pleatant 
Grove and the adjacent country is delightful. 

Tkzeirell eennty belonga to the first judicial circuit, 
and sends one senator and two representatives to the legist 
lature. 

The couDtyseat is Tpenvmt. 



UNION OOUNTT. 

Union County was formed frbm Johnson county^ in 1818» 
and is bounded north by Jackson; east bv Franklin; 
South by Alexander; and west by the Mississippi rhrer. 

It is twenly-four milealottg, and from twenty to twenty- 
six mi)e» broad, eootataing above 396 square miles^ and 
is watered by Clear ereek« some of th«» south branches of 
Big Muddy^ and the heads of Cash river. A large bend 
of the Big Jduddy projects a> few miles' into the county 
towards its northwestern portion, and some alougfas and 
ponds are found on the Mississippi bottom. Much of this 
county is high, rolling, timberea land. Here are found 
oaks of various kinds, hickory, white and black walnut, 
poplar, some beech, and other species of timber common 
to the country. There is considerable German population 
in this county. 

Union county belongs to the third judicial circuit, and 
sends one member to the house of representatives, and, 
with Alexander, one to the senate. 

The exports from this county are corn, beef, pork, 
horjees, etc. Large quantities of produce from this county 
g6 down the river to' New Orleans in fiat boats. 

The county seat is Jimeaboro^ 



YBRMILION COUNTT. 

Vermilion County was formed from Edgar, in 1826, 
&nd lies north of Edgar and Coles; east of Champaign; 
south of Iroquois, and west orthe state of Indiana. 
12* 
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It is ibffty-lwo mSam loaf* sad 
wide, contaioisf wktmi 1,080 a^i 

Vemilioa coaatjis wmteie^ bf dM Bi^ 
Milioa riven, aad Ihbaiariai* aad coatui 
of excelleot land. la the easten part of tke 
timber predomiaalesv amoogtt vhwh ' 
beecb. Along tbe streams are oaks of varices 
bickory, walnut, lindeo, backbeny, asb, elm, aad 
ocber kinds comoioo to Uliaocs. Tbe mnI of tbe 
is a cakareoQS loam, from ooe to tbice feci decf. 
•■riace is geaerally dMj aed oadelatia^. 

Tbe exports me pork, beel^ coro, e^ t, ctc^ 
a tsawuiiieat mmktt at tbo towas oa tbe W; 
dowa tliat liver to New Orleaas. la dae lime 
^e pi MiaSL of tbe Venaiiiea isaatrf wiH paseby 
of Cbieaga aad tbe labea; aad ap tbo W; 
tbreafb a caaal to Lake Erie. It 
matter to opea a 
besbaadUtii 

prodeetioas of tbie part of Iba stale ia every 
PopalaiioB aboat 9,50t. 

It is attaebed ts tbe Ibartb jatieial ctieait, 
Ibiae BKmbets to Ae boaee of 
Cbampiigw, eae to tbo eeaala. 

The seat of justice is DmmmOt. 





WAmk CmmOy was fonsed firom Bdwavdaeaaa^ 
1834, sod is boaaded aottb by Lawieaee; east by 
Wabash river; soetb it termiaalea ia a peiat ben 
Ae Boo Pas whieb divides it from Edwards eoaa^, i 
Wabash river; aad west by Edwards coaaty. 

It is eighieea aules loa^ aad firom tea to SAeea mi 
broad, with tbe eastera side irregalariy earvaled by 
Wabash river. It has aboat 180 square miica. 

Wabash eoaaty is watered by lbs Wabasb river ea 
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MitCcni, aid Bon Pas cr^ek on itft wcBtara border^ and 
Cnwfiali, Jordan, and Gofee creeks, fVom its interior. 

It oootaios cjonsiderable good land, botk timber and 
prairie, and a full proportion of industrions and thriTtag: 
iarniers. Thtaoounty sands tnm mambet to tl&s boasa 
of lapraseotatiTCBf.and, with Edwards and Waynevoaai 
to thaseastoi ' It beloags to tha fonrth Judicial eirooife. 

The aeafr bf jnatioe is i&yn/ ComicA 



WARftVH COtTNTT. 

Warren County was formed from Pike conoty, in 18S5« 
^t ao( organised till 1830/ It ooat*inB> extebstTe tfa^ta 
sr first rate land, eo<i several fine settlaments. It Itea 
fs the Misaiasi^,, north of Hancoek had McDonoogb, 
west of Knox, and south of Meioier. 

Its promt a«el strasm is Headarson river and branches; 
Ellison, Honey, and Camp creekd are ia Wiinrea. The 
land oq these straams is gaoeialiy s iit4la aadalattog, rich, 
and where timber exists, it is eabeUenl.- A aambai of 
good mill seats exist. 

Much of the bottom in this eounty that lies on the rirer 
is low, subject to iouodation, and has a series 9f sand 
ridges back of it, with bold and pointed blnffs further in 
the itsnr. 

^ North of Henderson river is an eoBtensiva pimirie, wkiofa 
divides it from Pope and Edwards rivera. 

Warren county is about thirty mUea in extent, and 
contains about 900 8<^oare miles. It belongs to- the fifth 
Judicial <:ircuiitt and^ with Knox and Henry eountka, sends 
one member to each branch of the jeglidatitrSk 
. Tha seat of )i|8tiea ia AfsMmou/Ak 



w^svinoTON ootTirry. 

i! Wa^ingtofk Cim^y was formed from St« Claity ii^ ^^ 
l)Wyrl8i9»«Bd U .bounded north by Clinton; east by 
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bj Sc Clak. it » tUi^ mOm Ih^ «^ fan 



Elttan 



OflMMDBfl CfC8k« MM 9MBO M 

pottiow. CoBMiiefible pni 
pontt of tlw Gnad pnirie, is fovad ia dus eooEty, «■» 
of wUdi is rather lev«l sad wac. Md of as iafenor jm- 
lity. A luge body of tiaber lines t~ 




Tkepndoee of tUs cova^ is poikf 1 
oAer snides eSMiaoa to the aijaeeat par 
is oak of T sri o as liadi, hiekofj, da* aih,i 

WMhingtna ceaaty is sliar fce i to tlie i 
caJt^sadsM iist ir o ai a Bi t i i totlielMiaasofiqwaaeataiiw, 
sad aailss dso widb Plenj ia i ~~ 

The eoaaty aeaiis . 



WATR CUUVIff* 

Wm^fme Ctmmig was fiDraied from Edwaris, ia 1819, 
issitaaaed ia the aoatfaiemia part of the elate, wm 
hooadcd oa theaorth bjChj: seel hy Edwards; ai 
hy HsttfltOB, aad a eoiaer of White; aad west bj ~ 
sad Marioa. 

It is thirty BiSes loag^ twea^4bar 
tales 790 sqaaie miles. 

The Little Wabash aaoaea thioagh its 
aad Blsi ri«er aad Skillet fofk water the 
of Ae eoaaty. It is p ropoi ti o aa bly 




with maifie aad woodlaad, geaoaily of a 

ty. The prodoetioBs of this eoaaty lor e 

beef; pork, cattle, aad eooM p^try, whieh aro i 

the Little Wabash ia iat boaia to New Oileaas, or Sad a 

maiketoror laad to Shawaeetowa. 
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Wayne coanty belong;8 to the fourth jadicial cirenit, 
and sends one member to the houio of representatives, 
and, with Edwards and Wabash, one member to the 
senate^ 

CooBty seat Fait^fiM, . . 



WBITie COOIItT* 

Whiit ComUy was orgranieedl &om GailatMioiMiiifi|rt in 
1815* It is situated lb tke soiUih eAstem side ol ths 
9Cale. Its form it nearly aqoara, abeut twenty-two 
miles in extent,— containing an ace* of aearly 48<> a^oMt 
iDiles* * . 

It it boaoded aorth, by Wabash, Edw*dO|i aii4 Wayiio 
eouoties; easit by fho Bi^ Wsbaafa liveiv Moth h|^ <Mp 
latin, and west by Hamilton coHattea. 

The eastern Me of this county^ia vasliod by Ihei Big 
Wabash, along which is a low hottoM, subject to loiiBda* 
tion; the iutenor is watered by the Little Wabash and 
its tributaries,. The banks of these streams are heavily 
timbered, among which are oidlis of several species, 
hickory, walnut, hackberry, elm, ash, and poplar. Be- 
tween thq stieamai vf fine pntiries most of which are tul- 
tivaled; the pdacipai of which ate the Bif, Borot, and 
Seven Mile. 

The exports of White county are pork, beef, and 
beef cattle, corn, floor, venison hams, horses, and soma 
tobeceo. Horses and cattle ai^e sent ia droves to the sooth, 
and produce descends tlio river to New Orleaaa from 
this and the adjacent counties, in lar^e quantities.. 

Tttete are three water mills in this county foe flooimg 
and sawing, which do= good basineiis. 

Whito county is attached to ttio fourth judicial eireuitt 
has a population of between six and seven' thousand iA^ 
haAiitants, and sends two members to the houat of repre- 
aeotatives, and one to the seaaibe* . 

The soat of. jnstioe is (krmi. 
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WkUaidt CmmOm w» Ibrmed horn Jo Dsvicfls is bm- 
wiy, 1836, — d U bomdcd aortk by that fwtj, — it bf 
Osle; wmtk bj Hevj and Pataam, wmi west bj £adk 
Maad eoaalj, aad tbe Miasiaaippi ihrer. 

It ia firoai 97 to 36 aulea loof^ aad aboat 84 1 
■ 7701 



li is waland by Rode river, wbieh paaaaa £aMaaCy 
timMfb H, Littlo Rack, Ifania d* (%iM lake a^Sva^ 
tbit^vide it fioaSocfc lalaad coeaty, Cat4ail i 



It baa aoaM tiaels of beavy tiadwr aloaf So^ mm 
aad litde Rock, hetiiea ^[roves, copaaa, aad hi 
iwaaiin 8eaM of ila pnine iaad ia iat, vbile 
portioaa aie beaanlelly — dalatwgaad lieb. Iia|M, 
lioBiayetaaaIl«aadia ita jadiciJ aad m p tea i aiail ■ ■" 
it ia ittacbad to Jo Darieaa 



Wm Cmady waa fomad ham poftioM of Cook aai 
Ifo^iaoia ooaali ea ia Jaaoaiy, 1836, mber ineg o U i ly 
abapedoBiiaaoftbenaide,aBd ia boandod aoitb by Coafc; 
eaat by tbe ataie of Indiaaa; aootb by Iroqeoi^ ud ^ 
by Le Salle. 

It ia fnm 30 to S4 ailea fnm Bortb to aoodi, aad fin 
IS to 38 Bulea froa weat ta eaat; and eeMaiMaboM 11 



Iti tiadber ia IB detaebed portionaia grovea sad aleop 
tbe water eoeiaea of tbeatraaoM; — nsaae porta aealaifa 
bodiea; ia ocber porta are cmaaiie pialriea. Mocb ef 
Will eooaty ia eaedleM, €rat rata land. 

It ia watered by tbe Kaakakee aod biaMbea, Ae Dot 
Plaiaea, De P^ie, Hickory, Forked, Roek, Kaldiir, 
Hawkiaa aad Deaaia creeka, aad aoaM of tbe iritafiia 
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of the Calumet. Tbe Illuioie an4 MIohigui Ceaal will 
pass along the Valley of the Des Plainet* 

Will county belongs to tbe.seTenth joJdicial oivcoit and 
is united with Cook eoonty in its represeatatiou to the 
legislatare. 

The seat of jastice is Juliet, 



WimflBACK) COUIITT* 

Winnebofifo County was formed from Jo Dariess and 
the attadied portion of La Salle county in Janoary« 1836, 
from which parts of Stephenson and Booae counties have 
since been detached. It is bounded north by Wisoonsia 
territory, east by ^Boone, south by Ogle, and wesi by 
Stephenson. 

It is 34 miles long and 21 miles broad, h^Tin^ about 
604 square miles. Rock river passes throu^ it from 
north to south; the Pe^atonokee comes in on its western 
border and enters Rock river in township 46 north; Kish- 
waukee waters its southeastern partaad enters Rock ri?er 
io township 43 north, besides some smaller streams. There 
is much excellent land in Winnebago county ;—4he timber 
is in groires and detached portions, and the prairies undu- 
lating and abundantly rich. Rook river furnishes im- 
mense water power, especially at Rockford, and all the 
streams abound in good mill seats* The Polish emigrants 
receive their lands, granted by Congress, in this countjr* 

.Winnebago coenty belong to the sixth judicial oireuic 
and is attached to Jo Daviess county in its represent- 
ation. 

The county seat is not yet permanently located* 



NIW COUVTIIS* 

Besides several new counties formed at the last session 
of the legislature, and which are placed in alphabetical 
order, provision was made by law for the formation of the 
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Mki w i a g ow m iii <» mo m iU b m that a ■■jwilj «f Ai 
▼olen ik the co w ti M froai viMck thej i^efv 4i ' ~ 
•■ destHMi pi afWtd I* to heM «iteeq«eatty, i 
«i4e in fk ^aii r of 8«eb ofgMi iBH i M a, 

d;!^ Cotmty to be fonned cfaidi j firooi 
two towBsbips fnm Kiiox« aad oae Umm Rcmj < 
aod will be boomied ob tbe aonh bj Pataam aa!4 lliaij, 
east bj Potaaia; sooth by Peoria, aad west by Kaoa «i 
Heory; beiov 18 miles aqnaie, aad eoataiaiag 3S4 afaBBt 
Biles. 

It m w alei a J by S^mms rivo- aad ila bi a a ihfts , aad csa- 
4aios exeellaat land— ^talaableiiaiber oa the lart^ataaiHr 
aad ia gio a ta , aad nch, oadalalia^ fiairiea. M a ih of ifca 
coaaty wfll adait of a 4aaae popolatioa. 

BtMUh Cmmi^^ to be Ib i aMd froai the was fcra part of 
Kaoe eoonty, will be booaded oorth by Booa c; eaat kf 
Kaae; aooih by La Ssile, aad weat by Ogle cdaaty. b 
wOl be36 aiflos loaf.aad 18 broad, coetaiaiagMB aa aaa i 




auiea. It ia waierad by the aoath btaa^oa of tha J 
-araakaa. Wabooaie, Moigaa aad IHaiibtiij caaaka, ; 
aooie ■■sllsf t 

Thet 
liiagiwfea,a 
aaifaee gaaifilly is aadalatiaf , aad the aeil lich. 

Jff iti g a a C0tmt§^ to bo fonaed fipdai ^o wo m wa part off 
Cook eomy, wdl he booaded aorth by MeBeaiy; oast hf 
Cook; sooih by WH, aad west by Kaao eoaa^. Mi " 
he 90 auiea lobg^ aad 94 lailea bfoad, with 
tBWBsi^atils soathoMMtia ooraer« Fez 
hnaehca win water its western aad aonhwcoteta poitia 
the beads of tlie Do Pago its sootiiwestera, Dea ] 
wfll raa thraagh ita aoathaastera eofasr, aad Salt aeak 
aad Flag cieek its eastera side. 

The ooatheiB poitioa of this eoao^ is a saperioriagisa 
with sooie laige povaa of tinbcr aad rich, 
piaiiio. Aloag Fox river ate eedar cliflb. 
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PART THIRP; 

CONTAINING A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION 

OF EACH TOWN, SETTLEMENT, STREAM, PRAIRIE, 

BOTtOM, BLUFF, &c 

ALPHABETICALLY ARRANGED. 



Jlpakeeaheek Orave^ in La Salle county, lies three miles 
north of Holderman^s grore. 

Adami's Fork, a branch of the Skillet fork of the LiUle 
'Wabash. It rises in the prairies of Marion county, pass- 
es southeast, across the comer of Jefferson, and enters 
the Skillet fork in Wayne. The land is well timbered 
and of a good quality. 

Jildbama SeitUment, in the northeastern part of Union 
eounty, of about thirty families. The timber, chiefly 
white oak, with a thin soil. 

Albion, the seat of justice for Edwards county, situa- 
ted in section (wo, of township two south, in range ten, 
east of the third principal meridian. It was laid out by 
Messrs. Birbeck and Flowers, in 1819, and settled prin- 
oipally by English emigrants. The situation is high and 
healthy. It contains three stores, three houses of enter- 
tainment^ an ox flouring mill, a cotton gin, and thirty or 
forty families. The court house is of brick, forty-four 
foet square, two stories, and finished. Albion is forty 
miles southwest of Vincennes. 
13 
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MaCt PrmrU and Settlement, in Grerae comlj, 
tweWe miles nortbeasterlj from Carrollton. Tbe Uai 
18 ^oody the pnirie large, with good timber on the waicr 
eoorses. 

jUUmnU PrmrU, (sometimes improperly spdt EBbtm) 
In Lawrence eoon^, five miles northeast from Lawrcaee- 
Tille. It is ten miles long, and five broad. Tlie easlen 
part towards the Wabash, eontains some wet land and 
pargatory swamps, bat the principal part is a dry, saady, 
and very rich soil, covered with well cultivated forms. 
Few tracts in Illinois are better adapted to eora thaa 
this. The population equals 200 families. This prairie 
was settled in 1816 and '17, by enugrants froai Ohio and 
Kentacky, and mostly of the religions sect known la the 
west by ihe name of Ckristimu^ -and the sectlemeat is 
sometimes called by that name. In a few years death 
had thinned their aombers. The purgatory swamps, as 
they are called, around the prairie, had a deleterioos ia- 
fluence, and retarded the progress of population. In later 
years hoi little sickness has existed, and this scttlemeat 
nimishes one of many evidences that upon the snJbjaga- 
tion of the luxuriant Tegetation with which our rich pru- 
nes are clothed, and the cultivation of the soil, si^iy 
places will be changed to healthy ones. 

dflJStoa, an Incorprnted town on the bank of the Miasaa- 
sippi, is thought by many to possess advantages for coi 
meree equal to any in the st'ite. It is ^tuated on firae- 
tional sections thirteen and fourteen, in township fiva 
north, in range ten west of the third principal meridian. 

It is two imd a half miles above the mouth of the Ifin- 
sonri, and at the place where the curve of the Mississip- 
pi penetrates the furthest into Illinois, eighteen milas 
below the month of the Illinois river, and at the poiat 
where the commeree and business of the wide spread ra- 
gions of the northeast, north, and northwest must arrive. 

The legislature of Illinois have memorialised < 
repeatedly to have the great national road, now et 
ing through Ohio, lodiana, and Illinois, cross the Mii 
sippi at this place, and sangnine hopes are natrrtainid 
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that the rights of Illinois in this parlicolar will be duly 
re^rarded. 

Lower Alton has the best landing for steamboats on 
the east bank of the Mississippi, hailing a rock of level 
surface, of suitable height, forming a natural wharf. 
The state penitentiary has been established here, and 
many are sanguine that it will be the future seat of go- 
vernment. 

One of the finest bodies of timber in the state surrounds 
it for several miles in extent, from which vast quantities 
of lumber may be produced. Bitujninous coal exists in 
great abundance but a short distance from the town. In« 
exhaustible beds of limestone for building purposes, and 
easily quarried, are within its precincts. A species of 
free stone, easily dressed and used for monuments and 
architectural purposes, and that peculiar species of lime, 
osed for water cement, are found in great abundance in 
the vicinity. 

The corporate bounds extend two miles along the river, 
and half a mile back. The town plat is laid cut by the 
proprietors upon a liberal scale. 

There are five squares reserved for public purposes, a 
large reservation is made on the river for a public landing 
and promenade. Market street is 150 feet wide, other 
streets are one hundred, eighty, and sixty feet, according 
to the situation and public accommodation. 

Alton, contained at the commencement of 1637, 20 
wholesale and 32 retail stores and groceries, 8 attorneys, 
7 physicians, 7 clergymen devoted to their calling, (be- 
sides several preachers of the gospel, who follow secular 
business during the week,) 4 hotels, 2 of which have 
large accommodations, a large steam flouring mill, four 
large slaughtering and packing houses for putting dp 
pork, which do a large business, and mechanics' shops of. 
various- descriptions. 

There are three printing offices which issue weekly 
papers, the Spectator, Telegraph and Observer; besides 
the Illinois Temperance Herald issued monthly. There 
is a large temperance society, that holds monthly meet- 
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un a 1 jceoi tkat holds wa^lj 

The poblie baiUu^ ue Umr hooMt fm piAfie mm- 
alup, aod two oclien expedetLto be cieciad aoi 
BapCisi efaneli has a laige stoae odiliee, wickal 
•pbe, bdU dock aad orgaa. The baaeawat 
thiee atoia rooas ia froat tor nut, aad a 8Badaj i 
looai, and a comailttea room ia the rear. The 
riaa chanch has a aoder^e siaad stoae edifiea with a\ 
I aad beU^aad a haaeaieat Soad^ school i 




list Eaiseopal .efaaich has a aeat 
with a atoae ossosieotaad a copola. The 
teataalehafehhaaasBnllstoaehoildiBp. The F 
Bp ii c op a l ^aich* the Uoitsriaa efaareh, aad the 
Bvaagelieal chaich, each oMeC ia Rivals 
lor the paipoaa. 

Amoag the pablie iastttatioas are a baak, (a 
the stale baak of Illiaois,) ao iasaraace oftee, a 
lodge of iadopcadoat odd fieUowSyaljesaaiaBda 





Dnosilocies of the niioms Bible, Saaday adtool^Tkaei, 
aad Teanpenaee soeidies are kept ia this towa §m the 
aapplj of the state, and a spseioos ediiee, Ibar saonsi 
high, with a froat of hewa stoae, is aboat to be tiictfd 
by the citiaeas, by sabscriptioa, 16r whieh paipoae twa 
libeial and wedthy geaticaMa have givea a lei af the 
▼aloe of Biore thaa 5(ra0 dcdlare. A large propoftaoa ef 
the foods ton thecreetioB of the baildiaghas beea maie d. 

lo BO westera towa of the siie, popalatioa, aad baa- 
aess, has an eqaal aaioaat beea givea by its ririitai §m 
reKgioas and beneroleat porpoaes withia the laat twa 
yesis. 

The state peaiteattary is located ia Altoa. It haa the 
warden's hoaae, gaaid boase, tweaiy-fonr edls, aad the 
exterior wall aroond the yard erected. 

The rapidity with which Alton has grows ap fraai aba- 
siness stale to its present prosperoos coaditioa has hem 
hardly equalled in the eni^prising West. Menaatile ba> 
siness was co mmenc ed here ia 1831. Ita fe^JJ^W sm 
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now great. Real estate has risea here more than 1000 
per cent, within two years. 

The prices of lots depend upon their location. The 
hest stands for business near the riTcr sell from 300 to 
400 dollars per foot front. Lots more retired, for pri- 
vate residences, from 100 to 50 and 35 dollars per foot. 
Stores rent from 1500 to 400, and dwelling houses from 
600 to 200 dollars. Some of the large wholesale stores 
do business from 250,000 to half a million of dollars an- 
nually. 

Seven or eight steamboats are owned here in whole 
or in part, and arrivals and departures occur every day 
and at all times in the day during the season. Alton 
DOW commands a large proportion of the trade of the 
Upper Mississippi and Illinois rivers, and of the interior 
country for one hundred miles. Besides the public rail- 
roads that concentrate here, noticed under the head of 
** Internal Improvement,'* a survey has been made and 
the stuck taken for one from Alton to Springfield, 72 miles, 
which will open an important line of communication with 
the interior, and eventually become connected with the 
great line t^ the Atlantic cities. 

The naturlil surface of much of the town site of Alton 
is broken by bluffs and ravines, but the enterprise of its 
citizens and the corporation is fast removing these in- 
conveniences by grading down its hills and filling up its 
ravines. A contract of 60,000 dollars has recently been 
entered upon to construct a culvert over the little riasaa 
creek that passes through the centre of the town, over 
which will;Boon be built one of the most capacious and 
pleasant streets. Since its settlement the citizens of 
Alton have enjoyed as good health, as those in any river 
town in the West. Its population is about 2500. 

We close this article with the following extract from 
Beck's Gazetteer of Illinois and Missouri, written in 1821. 

*' Alton, although yet small, possesses natural advan- 
tages rarely equalled. Situated as it is, at the junction 
of three large and navigable rivers; possessing a fine, 
commodious harbor, and landing for boats at all seasons 
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of the yen; mmmadti by m fiertile 
tlinff, it bids Cur to beeone m fo f wlomw, wcattbj, 
aaltowB.'* 
jam' 

DixaaTiUe 

liDor sottll groyeo, and tbir^ fuiilieo. 

JtmBritAt tbe fonner eowity seat of Alezaadcr 
ntoated oo tbe west bank of tbe Obio, oa tbe im 
landy and twelve miles abore its aootb. Tbe 
Ibis plaee is moeb iojared bj a saad bar. 

Ap— corf, a towD site and post irffeeoadw 
ia Hancock 



JKkmU Grmt^ in Ogle eoenty^lies in^ ahIcs wwibeMt 
' Oregon eitj, and east of Roc^ river, oa ibe nmk §am 
ixoa^lle to Piineeioo and Peoria. . Hen am ibsee m 



eoonty, lea niiles above 
eighteen oniles noctbwesl from Cartbage. 

Apple Cieek post office. (&e Winirkg.) 

Jfypk Creek Prmrie^ in Gieene connlj, lies 
Apple ereek, to tbe left of tbe rand fipoa Can 
JacdLsoDville. It is ten miles long, and fipoa two in frsa 
miles wide, of good qoality, and spread over wiik Ismgt 
fums, and popnloos settlemeots. 

Jtpfk iZmer, in Jo Daviess county, rises near Ae bemni- 
ary line, where its brsnches interlock with tbe wnteis ef 
the Pee-ka-too-o-kee, rans a soathwestcm eowan abnat 
forty-five miles, and enters tbe Mississippi f eij mfles 
below Galena. It is a rocky and rapid sticam, w^k psnd 
mill seats, and fifty yards wide at its moatb. T%m ban- 
loms are excellent land. Tbe uplands billy and bmkan 
Large bodies of timber are on iu banks. Towavds am 
beads is a fine nndalating conntry. 

JppleCneknmB near tbe botdera of Sangamon rsnily, 
mns a southwestern course tbrougb tbe aeatbeastem 
part of Morgan iato- Gieene coonty, and enten tbe Dlinsis 
river In seetiootbirtf-siz,fiactiooal township eleven I '' 
fonrieen wesu It basseveral tribotariea, which are r 
vnder their lespeetive names, and which water a ^ 
irad of country, with a large population. 

Arm efUu GrarndPrmne^in Jefferson coanty, lies ci^ 
miles northwest from Mount Yemoo. Tbe sofl is tsta^ 
ably good, and the settlement cootains abont fil^ 
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JSrmntrong Post Office is in Wabash county, seven miles 
above Mount Carmel. 

J3trrow8mitlCa Settlement is towards the east side of Mer« 
oer county. 

Jtshmore's Settlement^ in Coles county, fifteen miles 
north of Charleston, and on the east side of the Embarras. 
Timber and prairie good. 

Jbhlon, a post office and town site in Adams county, 
nine miles south of Quincy. 

Mhena^ a village in Sangamon. county, on the east side, 
and four miles from the Sangamon river, and fifteen miles 
north from Springfield. It has' several stores, one steam 
mill for sawing and flouring, and about seventy-five fami- 
lies. It has timber of the Sangamon on tlie west, and the 
prairies east, with a large settlement around. 

jStkeru, a town site on the left bank of the Kaskaskia 
river, in St. Clair county, known as HilPs Ferry. 

Mkerton'8 Settlement^ in Alexander county, two miles 
east from Unity, containing about one-hundred families. 
The upland tolerably good. 

Jiilas^ a small town iu Pike county, situated on the north- 
west quarter of section twenty-seven, township six south, 
range five west. It is on a handsome tract of ground, 
under the bluffs, half a mile from Snycartee Slough, which 
is navigable for steamboats to this place, in high water. 

Auhuehon^ a passage firom .the Misjsissippi to the Kas- 
kaskia river, about four miles above the town of Kaskas- 
kia. 

Augusta^ a town site and post office in Hancock county, 
on southwest section twenty-three, township three north, 
range five west, sixteen miles southwest from Carthage. 

It has several families, and a respectable school. 

Jtugusta, a town site on the west bank of the Illinois 
river, in Pike county, ten miles east of Pittsfield, and 
twenty-two miles from Jacksonville. It is opposite the 
termination of the Jacksonville, Lynnville and Winchester 
railroad, which is now under Contract. Another company 
has been chartered to extend this line from Augusta, by 
Pittsfield and Atlas to Louisiana, Mo., from whence 
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aaother line of railroad 

gnmted by the le^slainre of M is8owi« - 

bta and ibe Misaoori rtrer. 

JiuifurtL, a towo aite, ia SaagasMM eoaatj, oa Ike i 
akie of So^r eroek, oo tlie atage rood, and eoi 
railroad roote from Alioo to Springfield. It has t 
one groeerr, one taTem, and ten or tv^vo fiiHiffaj i 
roonded wiib a beantifol piairie. 

A» SMt, [Fr. mmd if g iait /y^ ,] a a«all sirena ia 
eaatem part of La Saile.cooaty. It riaes aear tW m 
fork of Do Page, raas sooth niustl j throagh pfabie, 3 
eaters the lltioois three miles below the jnactioa af 
Des Plaiaes, and Kankakee. 

dfa Sabk Gmwe is in the nortbeaslera part of 
coonty, at the beads of the An Sable creek. Ucva is a 
fine body of timber sorroooded with an cartgaaiTcaad ncfi 
prairie. 

MUium^ a town site and post office, ia Cliatoa eamalT, 
oa the Viocennea and Su Loois atage road, with a ^aaea 
houses. 

Bad^Ma^M Grete, in Cook coaaty, eighteea mile* aiiaA 
west of Chicago, contaias aboat two aectioas of ' 
aad a laige aeulement. 

Badgky'* SeUiamemL, ia St. Clair coaaty, five ■ 
Borthwesteriy from Bellerille, oae of the oldest Amen 
settleoMnts in the eonnty. 

BmUff* Pomi^ a branch of the Veraulion, aad a 
tlement In La Sal le coonty, foartoen miles soatha 
from Ottawa. Here is a snaall tract of ezeelleat t 
sarroaaded with the choieest prairie. The i 
coatains aboat twenty fiuailies. 

Bmkt^M Ciaaf, in Ogle eoonty, lies bordering < 
river, bet w een Grand Detoor aad Oregon city. It 
miles long aad three miles wide; timber good a 
excellent. 

BatUaiam^M F^mi^ in Gallatin coaaty, rises u 
terior, mns a soatheastera coarae, aad eaters tl 
Fork of Saline ere^ foaneea miles above Eqaality. 
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It has a fine country on its borders, and a large settle- 
ment. 

Banning*a Settlement ^ in Shelby county, near the Kas- 
kaskia river, twelve miles south of Shelby ville. The land 
is good, and plenty of timber and prairie. 

The bottom on the opposite side of the river is over- 
flowed in high water. 

Bamey^a Prairie^ in Wabash county, seven miles north 
of Mount Carmel, is a good tract of land well cultivated* 

Barhee^a Settlement^ seven miles northwest of Palestine, 
in Crawford county, with timber and prairie. 

BartUtVa Settlement^ in the southwestern part of 
McDonough county, on Crooked creek, fifteen miles from 
Macomb. The land is good, and the settlement exten- 
sive. 

Bath^ a post ofiice and settlement on the south side of 
Cass county, on the road from Jacksonville to Beards- 
town. 

Batcheldoraville post office is on the east side of Coles 
county, seven miles from Charleston. 

Bay Creek rises* in the prairies towards the eastern part 
of Pike county, and running westward enters Calhoun 
county, and forms a kind of bay at its mouth, which is 
navigable for some miles. 

The land on its borders is generally good, except about 
the bluffs, where it is broken. 

Beardatown^ the seat of justice for Cass county, is situ- 
ated on the Illinois river, twenty-five miles northeast 
from Jacksonville, on fractional township eighteen north, 
and twelve west. It is on elevated ground, sandy soil, 
and entirely above the highest floods. It has thirteen 
stores, four of which do commission and forwarding 
business, three groceries, two druggists, four physicians, 
one large hotel, and several boarding houses, two bakeries, 
two shoemakers, three tailors, two olacksmiths, two cabi- 
net makers, one silversmith, one watchmaker, four car- 
penters and housejoiners, three cooper shops, one painter 
and glazier, two tinners, two brick iind one stone masons, 
one carriage maker, two steam flouring mills, with six 
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pain of atones, oae steaa aawaulU ome ttwi ^itilloy, 
aad m large brewerj, ofee lawyer, one wi ii ilei of tke j 
pel, and about 1,000 iahabiiants. There is a T' 
and mm Epiacopalian coagrBf^aUoa, bat so I 
ship. 

CmmdpnjeeU A eoaipaay baa beea < 
Teys made piepaiatory to the coostraetMa of a i 
HSm plaee to Saaganoa river, at Horoo, aad fioaa i 
to improve tbe river bj slack water Ba¥i|ralioa to tke bead 
And it bas beea asceftaiaed tbat a water eoomaoieaiMe 
maj be opeaed at moderate expeaae ; 
tbe Fermilioo of tbe Wabasb. The < 




portioa of tbe canal from Beaidstowa to tke 
river can be easil j effected. 

Bew Cnek, a small branch of tbe Maeoopia, tweiia 
miles west from Carliaville. 

Bnr Creek beads in String piairie, and enteis dpph 
creek, in Greene coontj. A' consideiable 
on its borders. 

Bnr Credk, a soull stream and branch of the 
fork of Shoal creek, and a settlement in M o _ 
county. Tbe land is rather lev^ and inclined to he wv^ 
bat fertile. 

Bear Creek, a small stream in the aoatbgnlun psit 
of Saagamoo coaoty, with a consideiable SitfUf nl It 
enters Ste Soatb Pork of Sangamon from the sooth saie. 

Bear Creek, a small stream that rises in the north port 
of Gallatin coooty, rans sooth, and enters the North Fssk 
of Saline creek, ten miles above Equality. Here is mach 
good land, aod a large settleawnt. 

Bear Credc, is a fine stream in Adams coaaty, wkh tmn 

Sriocipal forks. Soath Fork rises in one north, six nm 
lortb Fork rises in fkwe north, seven west, in fTnactk 
coooty, and interioeks with tbe western branch of Crookod 
creek. They nniie in aeetion thirteen, two north, eight 
west. After passing throogh tbe blnl& into the MiBSJa 
sippi bottooi, this stream divides into two prongs; saa 
rnns a northwest course and enters the Mississipf ~ 
other prong bears a little sooth of west, receiving ( 
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small streams, and enters Boston Bay, one mile above 
Quincy. 

This stream is about forty yards wide at its separation, 
and has a number of mill seats. Few bodies of land in 
the state equal that which lines its banks. 

Large settlements extend along its timber. 

Bear Prairie is a small tract in Wayne county, five 
miles east of Fairfield, with twenty families. 

Beaueoup is a large settlement on Beancoup creek, in 
Washington county, south of New Nashville. The land 
is a mixture of timber and prairie, and good second rate 
soil. 

Beaueoup Settlement is in Jackson county, twelve miles 
northeast from Brownsville, between the Biff Beaueoup 
creek and Big Muddy river. The land is rich, heavily 
timbered, with a considerable settlement. 

Beaver Creek^ called also Stinking creek, rises in Bond 
county, runs south into CUnton county, crosses the Vin- 
cennes and St. Louis road, four miles west of Carlyle, 
and empties into Shoal creek, in the tiortbeastern part of 
township one north, four west. It is about twenty-five 
miles in length, is a sluggish, muddy stream, and waters 
a fine tract of country. 

The settlement extends its whole length. 

Beaver Creek fises in Boone county, runs southwest 
and enters Kishwaukee, twelve miles above its mouth. 
It is sparsely timbered with walnut, linden, oaks of va- 
rious species, and oak openings. Soil, sand and clay; 
prairies, rolling; fine springs. 

Beaver Creek, a branch of Iroquois river in Iroquois 
county. 

Beek^i Creek heads in the western* part of Shelby county, 
runs southeast, and enters the Kaskaskia in the northern 
part of Fayette, eighteen miles above Vandalia. It is a 
mill stream, has much good land on its banks, and 
rolling prairie adjoining. 

The timber is oak of various kinds, walnut, locust, cof- 
fee nut, cherry, elm, etc. 

Begg*8 Settlement, in the soatheast part of Union coun- 
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^, OB die wnten of Cash ri^er. It is a iae, 
timbered regioo, and eootaios aboot 120 laarilirs. 

BeOrfommimtte^ a large sprug asd aettleaea ' 
cooBty, near Waterioo. In tlie Ticiiu^ of 
•BTeral attacks wme made bj the ladwiii, fivlj 
doee; some of the iahabitants vera killed aai 
taken prisooers. 

BdkvUlt, the seat of jostiee for St. Clair 
ntoaled oe sections tweotj-two, tweaty-threep 
seTeo, and tfreatj-eigfat, of township one MKth, is 
eight west of the thud principal meridian. It is a 
floorishiog Tillage, on high ground, six miles ftoM ihe 
American bottom, and thirteen miles east southeaaft fiam 
St. Loots. The public buildings are a hindwiair eaatt 
hoase of brick, finished in a sopoior sljle, a brick jaO. 
a derk*8 c^ice, a public hall belonging to a Khraiy cam- 
pany, and a framed Biethodist house of wor^ip. U 
two select schools; one for boarders half a mile 

There aie two large merchant iteam flouing nulla, 
tax pairs of stones, a brewery, a steam distiUeij, a 
cardiag machine, eight carpenters, one cabinet 
twe blacksmith's shops, one tinner's shop, two 
smiths, three wasoo makers, one turner and 
Wright, two shoemakers' shops, one millwright, two enap- 
er», two saddlers, two tailors, one hnkoy, one ^gh 
school, one common school, a Predijtmaa, Baiplist aai a 
Methodist congregation, and about 700 iahabitania, aff 
wbich about 100 are Germans, twenty French, and iha 
residue Americans. There are three lawyers, fonr phy- 
sicians, and four resident ministers of the gospd. 

It is surrounded with a rich and extensive agri 
settlement, and a fine body of timber. BdlevUle i 
a printing office, which issues the ^ & Cimir GmxeUe^ 
and is a place of considerable business. 

BdUtiew Prmrit, is a rich, dry, prairie, at the foot af 
the blnfis, in Calhoun county. It Is six miles long-, and 
three fourths of a mUe widct, with a jgjadnal deaeeat fram 
the blu&. BelleTiew post office, ts in thisr — * 
which contains about forty funiUes. 
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Bdvidere^ a village of a dozen families, two stores, 
a post office, saw and grrist mill, and rapidly increasing, 
in the western part of Boone county on the stage road from 
Chicago to Galena. It is situated on Squaw prairie, and 
has a delightful appearance. Near the town site is a 
moqnd, fifty rods long and about thirty rods wide, ele- 
vated seventy feet above the bottom lands of Rock river. 
On the top of. this mound is the cemetery of an Indian 
called Big Thunder, He died about the period of the 
Sauk war in 1831 or '32, and was placed in a sitting pos- 
ture on a flacr mat, wrapped in blankets, his scalping 
knife by his side to cut the plugs of tobacco that are offer- 
ed him. Over the body is constructed a covering of 
Wood and earth, with an opening in front, where Big 
Thunder may be seen sitting with his tobacco lying 
before him. The Indians still visit the place to replenish, 
his stores of tobacco, whiskey, &c. 

The citizens of this region are about to erect a College 
edifice on this spot, in a vault under which the bones of 
Big Thunder will repose unmolested. A charter was 

ffraated for the purpose at the recent session of the legis- 
ature. The Rev. S. S. Whitman, formerly Professor in 
the Hamilton Literary and Theological Institution, New 
York, is engaged in the enterprise. 

Btman*8 Mill and settlement on Apple creek, in Greene 
county, seven mites northwest from Carrollton. 

Bennington^ a post office in the western part of Fulton 
county. 

Berlin^2L town site and post office, in Sangamon county, 
on the west side of Island Grove, seventeen miles west 
from Springfield, on the main road to Jacksonville. 

BernudoitCy 9. ^town on Spoon river, in Fulton county, 
on section nineteen, five north, two west, 12 miles south- 
west from Lewistown. It has une sawmill, one flouring 
mill with three runs of stones, three stores, two groceries, 
one tavern, and a common schnol. ' ^ * ^ 

Spoon river can easily be made navigable to this place* 

Berry^s Settlement is in the forks of Crooked creek, in 
Clinton county, eight miles southeasterly from Cariyle. 
14 
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Bethels a popolods settlement in St. Chir cocdit, tn 
miles north of BeileTilIe. Here is a Baptist iDe«tii|r 
house and conorn^gation, and a mora), leligioas scctelj oif 
indnstrioQS farmers. 

Bethany^ a post office and seulementp in SansWBOB 
coantj, twenty-one miles southeast from Spricg^eid, oa 
the road to Shelbyfille. 

Big Barren. Gmt is in the western part of Puttam 
and eastern part of Henry coonty, 25 miles loo^, ai4 
from 2 to 3 miles wide; and forms the diridingridge be- 
tweeo the waters of Spoon river and the Winoehaso 
Swamp. The timber is scattering, resembling banros, 
with Tarioos kinds of oaks, hickory, &e. The west end is 
called Black Oak Ridge where a colony from Wethetsfiekl, 
Con., is settled. 

Big Bay Creeks a small stream that rises §■ the Bonk 
eastern part of Johnson county. It takes a soatheastefa 
direction, receiriog Cedar creek in that cdantr,aiNl Lmle 
Bay creek in Pope county, and enters the Ohio about six 
miles below Golconda. Its bottoms are wide, aod the 
bluSs rather broken; aod towards the Ohio the bottom laad 
produces large quantities of cypress with other growth. 

Big Boitom is a settlement in the northwest corner of 
Alexander county, on Clear creek. The soil is first rate 
allovion. 

Big Beaueoup Creek, one of the four heads of Big Mad- 
dy riTer. It rises in the soatheasSero part of Washia^ 
too county, township three south, in range two west, rsas 
a sooth coarse through Perry county and enters the Big^ 
Maddy in section thirty-fire, eight sooth, two west, eight 
miles aboTe Brownsrille. It has much good land oa its 
borders, some excellent prairies, and fine timber, coosist- 
log of oak, hickory, ash, poplar, elm, walnut, etc Tbe 
bottom land is rather wet. Big Beaoeoop is naTigable for 
flat boats. 

Big Creek, in Pope coonty, rises in the oortberD part of 
the coonty, runs sooth, and enters tbe Ohio, fifteen miles 
abore Golcoiida. 
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BlgCreeh^ in Crawford county, a small stream that enters 
the Kmbarras is the southwestern part of the county. 

Big Creek is a small stream that rises on the Grand 
Prairie, in Edgar county, runs a southeast direction, 
passes through a corner of Clark, and enters the Wabash 
near the point at which the dividing line of the two states 
leaves that river. The land through which it passes is 
good, well timbered, and densely settled with a farming 
population.^ 

Big Creeks in Effingham county, a branch of the Little 
Wabash, running a southeast course through Brockett*8 
settlement to that river. 

Big Creek, in Macon county, a branch of the North 
Fork of Sangamon. It is formed from Long creek, and 
Findley's fork. 

Big Creek, a stream in Fayette county, which rises in 
the Grand prairie, northeast from Vandalia, crosses the 
national road twelve miles east of that place, runs south- 
west, and enters the Kaskaskia in the lower part of the 
county. 

Big Creek, in the western part of Crawford county, runs 
south and enters the Embarras. 

Big Creek, in Fulton county, a small stream that rises 
near Canton, runs southwest, and enters Spoon river one 
mile above the road from Rushville to Lewistown. A con- 
siderable settlement and good land towards its head. 

Big Grove, in Champaign county, is on a branch of the 
Salt Fork of the Vermilion river, and is about the centre 
of the county. It is a btjdy of heavy timbered, rich land, 
twelve miles long, and of an average of three miles in 
width. The^country around is most delightful, the prairie 
is elevated, dry, and of a very rich soil, the water is good, 
and the country very healthy. The population at Big 
Grove must now exceed 200 families. 

Big Chrovc, in Kane county, is on the South Fork bf the 
Kishwaukee. The surface around undulating, and the 
soil a black sandy loam. 

Stratified limestone, flint, pebbles and coal abound iu 
this region. 
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Big Grvot^ ID Lm Salle coanty, twenty miles oortfceait 
from Ottawa, is about three miles io dianiPtef. Tlie laad 
in the timber is wet, but the SQirounding prairie is dry, 
ondalatiiior and rieh. « 

Big &ntt^ a timbered tract, or rather seTPral ffr>vcSp 
conni*€ted. for twelve miles in len^h, in the soathwest- 
em part of McLean county, on the third principal meridi- 
an, and township twenty-one north. It is a fine tract of 
cooptry, rich in s^'il and well timbered, on the Kickapo« 
ereek. Bloomington, the county seat, is eivhteen miles 
from the heart of the settlement, which contains frooi ooe 
hundred and fifty to two hundred families. 

Big Groee^ a beautiful, high, undulating; and rich tracC 
of timber, near some of the heads of Spoon river, in Heoiy 
cou< ty. It is twelve or fifteen miles long, and abot.t three 
miles wide, surrounded with extensive and rather levei 
prairies. 

Big Mound Prairie, in Wayne county, is five miles west 
from Fairfield, three miles in extent, undulating sor^Me, 
thin soil, and has about fifty families. 

A larve mound gives the name to this prairie. 

Big Muddy river, (called by the French who discover- 
ed it. Riviere au Vote, or Vaseux) a considerable streaiB 
in the southwestern part of the state. 

It has four principal heads, which, rising in Wash:ii«^ 
ton, Jefferson, and Hamilton counties, and uniting in Jack- 
son county, form the maiq stream. 

They are the Beaucoup, Little Muddy, and Middle 
Fork. The general course of the stream is^ southwest, 
and it is navioabie some il:$>-tance above BrownsTille. Be-> 
low Brownsville it turns south to the county line, makes 
a short bend, and enters the Mississippi near the north- 
eastern comer of township elevec south, in range four west 
of the third principal meridian. 

Its bluffs treqerally are abrapt, tlie land along its (xuders 
and branches is unrlulatino-, and for most of its length well 
timbered. Valoahle salines exist on its banks, and are 
worked about Trownsville, where there is an inejLhausti- 
ble bed of bituminous coal. Native copper has bees fbaad 
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on its banks in detached masses. It rans tbroagh a fine 
agricultural and gazing country. 

Big Neck is a settlement in one south, six west, at the 
head of the South Fork of Bear creek, in Adams ooanty: 
a tract of good land. 

Big Prairie, in White county, between the Little and 
Big Wabash, about three miles in diameter, and nearly 
all in a state of cultivation. The soil is sandy, but of 
great fertility. 

Big Rock Cre^kf is a branch of Fox rirer in Kane 
county. 

Bi^ Woods, a large tract of timbered land, lying on the 
east side of Fox river, in Kane county, and provided' the 
surveys were run it would lie mostly in townships 38 and 
39 N., range 8 east. It is about 10 miles in length and 
from 4, to 5 miles in width. The timber consists chiefly 
of white, black, yellow, and bur oaks, sugar maple, lin- 
den, black and, white walnut or butternut, hickory, ash of 
various species, poplar, ironwood, elm, cherry, etc. The 
soil is generally a dark sandy loam; sometimes approach* 
es to clay, generally a little undulating, but in some places 
quite level and a little wet. The Big Woods are thickly 
settled on all sides, as is the prairie country adjoining. 

Bethels post office and town site with a dozen families 
in Morgan county, 12 miles west of Jacksonville. 

BetJusda, a post office in Coles county, 8 miles west of 
Charleston. 

Birch Creek, is a small stream that rises in Morgan 
county, and enters Apple creek in Greene county. The 
settlement contains about twenty-five families. 

Blackberry Creek, in Kane county, rises in the central 
part of the county, runs south and enters Fox river near 
the south line of the county. Groves of timber, barrens, 
^nd rich undulating prairie along its course. 

Black Creek is an insignificant stream, in Pike county, 
that enters the Snycartee. 

. Black Partridge Creek, a post office, and a small stream 
in the upper part of Tazewell county, that enters the Illi- 
nois river. 

14* 
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BkomJIM^ m tows and port oflir« n Ugv cmrt^, M 
■iiles Dortb of Paris, wiih tbree stoces, tvo gmenics. mmm 
tavera, one pfajrsictaB, Twiotts tcka aica, aad ah o^ t 99 

Bhomumg Grun^ atnct of timbered laad aad a large act* 
tleii»<*ai, ia Mf Lcaa coantj, adjoioiav Bloosife^toa. Il 
is about SIX miles loo^ fren iMHtbvest to ao^tbesl, and 
Tatyiav §■ width froa o«e to r«««r aiilca* eaaiaiaa ag afc—l 
tvelve square miles of beaoiifal timber, aritk a laf)^ art* 
tlefaeat of iodastriocs ^^imef% arooad h. Nearij all the 
laad is already occtipi*^ viih settlefs, a maicritj of vfca^ 
are from Ohio. VcHh timbered laad aad piairie aie iisK 




• is the locality of a coloaj ia Tb 
coontj. 

IMDOMM^tai, is the seat of josticp for McLeaa coanty aad 
is hraatifiBliy siiaatpd os the aurvia of a iae prairie aad 
Borth side of BloofBinv-Grore, oo gecii oa Ibar, t 
twenty amth* ranve two east. It has ci«ht or trm i 
three vroeerics, two taTeras. two lawyers, three phy 
a haadsome acade&y buildia*, ▼arioos ■erhiairi, tww 
steam mills Cor sawio;, a Prnbyieriaa aad a Mefho&t 
■ectiag hoase, aod ministers, a^ abont 700 { 
1 he sarroanoiDg eoantry is most deli«htfal. 

Blodk HomM^ a name giTra to aa AmeriraB 
fenaed aboot foity years sinre, ia the A a ie r k aa 
ia the sooth western part of St. Clair eoooty. At 
loot of theblnfis, nearihis, is a spring that regalaily chha 
aad Oows, oaee ia tweaty-foat hoars. 

Bbu Creek, ia the apper part of Taaearell eoaaty, liaca 
la the prairie, raas west, aad eatera the llliaois hcWw 
Spria^ bay. 

iUWJUK4,asettleaMBtia Gfceae eoaaty, lea arilcs wcM 
of Carrolltoa, aad ander the blaffii that overhat^rihe Dli- 
Bois bottom. The laad is rich, dry, aad braatifally wkm- 
atMl for six miles in exteat, oaderoTerfaaag^ia^ Maib aad 
preeipiees from whieh spria^s of •« eiystal araiars" gwA 
forth. The settlcmeat is geaerally anaaged aloofr tha 
htdEilfoiD Apple cfeek to the Maaoapio, fraa thna la 
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four miles from the Illinois river, and consists of fifty or 
sixty families. 'I^he setlleiiient of Bliiflfdale has two stores, 
one grocery, one tavern, one lnini^«ter of the gospel, and a 
Baptist congregation, one post office, one school, and vari* 
ous mechanics. 

Blue Point, a point of timber projecting into the prairie, 
in Effingham county, five miles norih we^t of Ewington« 
Biiie River, There are two small streams of this name 
in Pike county distinguished as Big and lAttte Bhit, They 
rise in the middle of the county, run a southeast course 
and enter the Illinois, in three south, two west, about six 
miles apart. The land through which they pass is fertile. 
Belive, a town site in the forks of Sangamon river, ten 
miles southeast from Springfield, surrounded with a large 
and flonrishing settlement. 

BoHvnghouse Prairie^ lies sonth of Albion, in Edwards 
tsoBRty. It is about four miles long and three broad, dry, 
undulating surface, and good soil. 

Bon Poi {Bumpau,) a small village near the creek of 
the same name in the northeast part of White county. 

^071 Pas^ a creek that divides Wabash and Edwards 
counties. It rises near the Vincennes road, fifteen miles 
west of LawrenceVille, aiid taking a southeasterly course, 
enters the Wabash river in section fourteen, township 
three south, range fourteen west of the second principal 
meridian, at the comer of Wabash and White counties* 
Its banks are low and swampy. 

Bon Paa Prairie, four miles northeast from Albion, tn 
Edwards county, and about two miles in diameter. It con- 
tains ^ood land, and a settlement. 

Bon Pas Settlement, near the southeast corner of Ed- 
wards county, between the Bon Pas creek and Little Wa- 
bash river. It is a limbered tract, good land, and contains 
about »ixty fa^ulies. 

Boston Bay is an arm of the Mississippi, above Qnincy 
in Adams county, which, at a tolerable sta^e of water, fur- 
nishes a fine harbor for boats. 
BostoUf a town site in Canaan settlement, Shelby county 
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tvdve miles wirtk of Slielb5rTille. tovaaUp 
ooffth, ibur east, oa the west fork of ibe Kaska^ia. 

Botiwiek'8 SfiiUmmi^ is three niies aonai. ■■ fin^ 
HiJIsboffo' ia Moaigomefj cooiitj, a diy, roUing', fenye, 
prairie. 

BaUom SettlfmemK coouBeooes ia tbe Bortfawciliia part 
of U&ioD coontj, aod exteads doim tbe Misstssippt. Tkis 
bottooi is timbered, and is firoai tbiee to four Miles vide 
bat pan <»f it is vet aed ioondated. 

Tbe settleneat liea cbieflj aloof tbe baak of tbe 
met. 

Bottom Settlamemt, io Alexander e(Mintj;-lies iloag Ae 
Mississippi, oo ricb altorial land, beavilj timbcned, and 
coBtaios sixty or seveatj iunilies. 

Bradley^ Settltmrmi is at tbe bead of Kiacaid 
ia tbe aorth part of Jaekson coantj. It is a ttsbcsed \ 
gioo, tolerable land, aod bas tveotf-five or tbiity itmi- 
Ues. 

BrattUnJU, a post c^ice, in Carter's aettleaeat, ie Ho- 
DoQoagb countj, tvelve miles sootb of Mynrm^, aad ok 
tbe mail road to RosbTille. 

Brii^9 Sdiiamad^ in Jobnson coontj, tea miles mat 
from Tienna, eooraias %ime tolenblj ^skA land. Pay 
latioa about six^ Amities. 

Brightm^ a tovn site aad post oflieeia Biova's pnioB, 
tbesoatbvestcoraerof Maeoopiaeoaatj, ISouleaeanbaf 
Altoa. It bas tvo stores, a castor oil ^Ktoiy aad a de- 
sen £unilies. 

Broad Bmn^ a small sHeam in Coles cooatj. It rises ia 
tbe Grand prairie, and raos soatbvest iato tbe Kasioskiau 
Settlement small. 

Broduf* SdOamemt oa tbe vest side of tbe Little Wa- 
basb, eigbt miles soathvesterij firom Eviagtoa, ia E^ 
fiogbam county. Tbe sarfaee is tolerably lerel aad ibe 
aettlement contains forty or fifty fomilies. 

Bnaldym, a tovn site laid off on tbe bank of tbe Mia- 
sissippi riTcr, in St. Clair coonty, opposite Nortb Sc 



BnmmU Fotmi^ a settlement at tbe bead of timber ie 
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a large prairie in Morgan county, ten miles soath of Jack* 
sonviile. 

Brown's Prairie^ in the corner of Macoupin and Greene 
counties and extending into Madison county, between 
Wood river and the Piasan. It is rich, dry soiU and is 
about twelve miles north fVom Alton. 

Bro'vnsville, the seat of of justice for Jackson con nty, 
is situated on the north side ot Big Muddy river, on sec- 
tion two, nine south, and three west of the third principal 
meridian. It is twelve miles hv land, and twenty-five by 
water from the Mississippi, and is surrounded by hills. 

The Big Muddy Salines and coal banks are near this 
place, llie population is about twenty families. 

Bruktte*s Creek rises in the north part of Edgar county, 
and runs eastward across a portion of Indiana into the 
Wabash. The timber on its banks is chiefly oak. The 
settlement is in the forks, and along the north fork of the 
creek. The land is good. Prairie predominates over the 
timbered land. The post office is called B/oomfield, 

Brush Creek rises in the east part of Shelby county, 
runs a southwest course, and empties into the Kaskaskia 
river, in the south part of the county. The timber is in- 
different, and the prairies are level and wet. 

Brush Creek rises in the prairies in the south part of 
Sangamon county, runs north and enters Horse creek, a 
little above its junction with the Sangamon. 

Brush Hill post office is in Cook county, in the north- 
east corner of township thirty-eight north, range eleven 
east, and sixteen miles west of Chicago. 

Brush Prairie Creek,, a trifling stream in Franklin coun- 
ty, rises in a prairie of the same name, runs west, and 
enters the middle fork, of Muddy river. Good timbered 
land. 

Brushy Fork, a small branch of the Embarras on the 
east side, and in the northern part of Lawrence county. 
It runs a south course, and enters the main stream six 
miles above Lawrenceville. 

The settlement is new, containing twenty-five or thirty 
fomilies, and. a portion of the country barrens. 
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Brushy Fork, m small stream that rises \m Um pniiiea 
near the borders of Edgar coaoty, and taking a soaihvest 
eoorse, e&ters the Emharras in Coles count j, fo«rti«a 
miles abore Charleston. On the east side the laad is 
rolling and fertile, and there is a settlement of filteea or 
twenty families; on the west side the land is leTel 9mk 
imtherwet. 

Brtuhy PrmrU, on the east side of the Little Waba^ 
in Wayne coaoty, eleven miles east of Fairfield, and cos- 
tains about fifty families* 

Buek-^uart Prairie, in Folton coonty, is northeast froa 
Lewi&town, and joins Canton prairie. It is six or etgfat 
miles in extent, and has a considerable settlement. 

Butk-heart Creek rises near the South Fork of the Saa- 
gamoo riTer, runs northwest, and enters the North Fofk. 
It has a considerable settlement. 

BuA-htari Gnrce^ at the head of Bock-heeit creeks 
in Sangamon county, fifteen or twenty miles southeast 
from Springfield. It is a fine tract of timber, about 1000 
acres, surrounded with high prairie and settlement. 

Bulk Pratrie lies in Edwards county, six miles north- 
east from Albion, and is about two miles and a half 
across. 

Budk-iorm Prairie is in Morgan county, six or eight 
miles south of JacksouTille. The soil is rich, but its sar- 
fi^e is rather level and wet. - 

BuekJe*s Grove, at the head of the north branch of Sah 
creek, in McLean county, contains about twelve sectioas 
of timbered land, surrounded with rich prairie. It is in 
twenty-two north, four east, and is about six or eight 
miles east from Bioomingtoo. 

Timber principally oak, with some sugar maple, and 
the land around it rather level. 

Buffaioe Grace, in Jo Daviess county, twelve miles 
north of Dixon's ferry, and on the road to Galena. It 
contains four or five sections of timber, surrounded with 
the richest prairie, a post ofiice called Bufialoe Grove, 
and a town site called St. Marion. 

Buffaloe-htart Grove lies in Sangamon county, foortem 
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4 
miles northeast from Springfield and six miles south- 
easterly trora Elk-heart grove, which it resembles. It 
is about three miles long^ and one mile and a half wide, 
containinor about four sections of timber and twenty-five 
or thirty families. The rushes, which cover the prairies 
around^ furnish winter food for cattle. 

Buffaloe Jtbck, a singular promontory on the north side 
of the Illinois river, in La Salle county, six miles below 
Ottawa. It rises fifty or sixty feet nearly perpendicular 
on three sides, and contains on its surface about six hun- 
dred acres of timber and prairie. 

BuHard^s Prairie^ sometimes called Gardner's prairie, 
in the western part of Lawrence county, sixteen miles 
from Lawrenceville. It is eight or ten miles long, and 
two miles wide, second rate soil, and has considerable 
settlements on its borders. 

BuUhona Grove in sixteen north, eight east, in Putnam 
county. Prairie rich and undulating. 

Buncombe Settlement^ in 'Johnson county, eight miles 
northwest from Vienna, contains forty families; soil rather 
broken, thin and rocky. 

Bunker Hill, an elevated town site in the south part of 
Macoupin county, section fourteen, seven north, eight 
west, in a large undulating prairie. 

Bureau Creek rises in the northern part of Putnam coun- 
ty, runs southwest, receives Little bureau, turns thence 
southeast, and enters the Illinois river nearly opposite 
Hennepin. It is a fine mill stream, with a bold current, 
rock, gravel, and sand in its bottom, and receives a num- 
ber of branches. About the bluffs of the Illinois the sur- 
face of the land is broken, but in general it is excel- 
lent the whole length of the stream. Between its branches 
are fine prairies, undulating, rich, and dry, and along its 
borders is much excellent timber. 

Burnsidt^a Settlement^ in Clinton county, five miles 
north of Carlyle, called by some the Irish settlement. 

Burnt Prairie, in the northwestern part of White, and 
extending into Wayne county, is about two miles in di- 
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uueter, coataiBS some i^od lasd »nd « ^ease i 
Here is a post office and towo site. 

BttnU Prmtric, \m Edwards coontj, §o&t miles Borth- 
west fron Albioa. It is about six niles loo^ and tvo 
■liles wide, ioterspersed with small groves a»d poiats of 
timber. The soil is good, and tbe popolaiioa d fig. 
Heie is a windmill erected bj a Mr. Clark, aa Ee^Ksk 
geatlemao, which does frood basioess as a ffitt mill. 

^,yrMt, atown site in Champaign coontj in Big Grove, 
three and half miles northwest from Urbanna, with tkm 
or four fomilies. 

Cmeke Mrrl, -a small lake in McHenry conn^. 

CmAueWt B/wtek, a small branch of the HaavaiselefTe, 
which it enters from the south, ten miles below Jack«o»> 
▼ille. It is a mill stream and rockj. 

CakoktA, and old French Yillave, and ooeof thecariiest 
in Illinois, situated in tbe American bottom, in 8t. Clair 
countj, five miles sooth of Wiggings Ferrj, and tea miles 
•orth olf west from Belleville. 

The Cahokias, (or according to the orthography af tim 
earl J French explorv^rs, the Caoquics^) one of the trihcs of 
the lereat nation of lliini; had made this a resting pbca 
for a long lime pfevioos to ttie disroverj of tbe liisai»- 
sippi« probablj on acconat of the game which abo^ndr^ 
In the vicinity. It is probable that th# first aettlcmeat 
was made here bj tbe French, sbortlj after La Salle de- 
scended the Misstsstppt, in 1683. 

Charlevoix, who visited the place in 1721, 
his astonishment that bis i^untrjmen had pitched 
so inconvenient a situation, being ^ half -a leagne" from 
the river. He sajs, however, the people told him that 
the Mississippi muse washed the foot of the village, bat 
that in three jears it had receded half a league, and thM 
the people were talking of removing to a mora-cligibia 
sitaation. 

In 1766, it contained fortj families; and at the 
mencement of the revolationary v^ar thej had ii 
to fiftj. This is about their present oambcr. Iti 
tbe seat of a 'considerable fur trade. 
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Both the Spanish end Fretich goTeniments, in form* 
lag settlements on the Mississippi, had special regard to 
convenience of si^cial intercourse, and protection from 
ihe Indians* All their settlements were required to be 
in the form of villages or towns, and lots of aeonyenjent 
size for a dooc yard, garden and stable yard were pro«- 
vided for each family. To each village were granted two 
tracts of land at convenient distances, for ** commonjkida^* 
and *' commons.^ 

A commmi field is a tract of land of several hnndred 
acres, enclosed in common by the villagers, each person 
furnishing his proportion of labor, and each family pos* 
sessing individual interest in a portion of the field, mark- 
ed off, and bounded from the rest. Ordinances were 
made to regulate the repairs of fences, the time of ex- 
cluding cattle in the spring, and the time of gathering 
the crop and opening the field for the range of cattle in 
the fall. Each plat of ground in the common fieM was 
owned in fee simple by the person to whom granted, sub- 
ject to sale and conveyance, the same as any landed pro- 
perty. 

. A eommwfi is a tract of land granted to the town for 
wood and pasturage, in which each owner of a village lot 
has a common, but not an individual right. In some cases 
this tract embraced several thousand acres. The ** com* 
mon*' attached to Cahokia, extends up the prairie oppo- 
site St. Louis. 

Cahokia cr,eek rises in Macoupin county, runs in a 
southwesterly direction through Madison into St. Clair 
county^ and empties into the Mississippi two miles be- 
low the ferry at St. Louis. Through the American hot- 
tomf the course of this stream is very sluggish, and 
meanders greatly. A mill dam backs up the water fif- 
teen miles. Near its borders are several l^kes and 
ponds rendering this portion of the Amerttan bottom 
unhealthy. 

Formerly this creek passed Cahokia village, and en- 
tered ttie Mississippi farther down, but a mischievous 
Frenchman, from some pique against the villagje* cut a 
15 
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diannd from tiMereek to theiiTer, sod formed Hs] 
oatlet. AloBgr its bordos are sixty or sereatj i 
▼srioas shapes and sixes. 

Cairo is located near the laootli of like Oliio and « 
across the point of land Irom river to river. The i 
nation of the great central railroad is to be at or near tte 
Kte of Cairo. 

Cmlamuc, a stream at the soatli end of lake Mirhigia. 
It rises in Indiana, mns westward into Ulinois, tnras mbA 
and eaters the Iske. Blachof the eoantrj near the lake is 
low and swampj. Forther op sre rapids and Idls im Ika 




Caledoma, a town laid off on the UnffiB of the Ohio In 
Alexander coanty, three miles above AsMrica. A wharf is 
here constmcting to secore a good landing for boats which 
is wanted at America. 

It has two or three stores, a doiea families, sad is 
thooght to be an important site forbnsiness. 

C^flM^, a large stream that rises in Indiana, wiafc 
into Illinois, toms again and enters the Iske Mlchifaa, 
near the bonndarj line. Maeh of the coontiy near the 
lake is low and swampj. Forther np are rapids, and good 
water power. 

6alMMf,a town site with 8 or 10 booses and a posted 
fice near the month of the Calumet. 

Cmmdem^n town site at the mooth of the niinois river In 
the sooth west part of Green coon^. 

Camavn's Sei ikmen t^ in Fulton coantj, eight mfles 
northwest from Lewistown, is in a tract of good bad, a 
-mixture of timber and prairie, with a considerable ] 
lation. 

CamabdTt Uand^ in the Mississippi, ten mOes 
Rock uland, in the upper rapids of the Mississippi. 

Comtp CredL, a small stream in Randolph conntj, that 
enters the ffsskaskia river on the west side, in ^^e soath, 
eight west. 

Cmmp Credk is an insignificant stream that rises in the 
prairies which divide UancodE from Warren conntj, and 
runs west into the Mississippi. 
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Camp Creek in Mercer county, rises in the interior of 
Henry county, runs west and enters Edwards river in 
township fifteen north, range one west; high, rolling 
piairie, and Richland grove. 

Camp Fork, a branch of Crooked creek in McDonongh 
eonnty, rises in Hickory grove, on the north side of seven 
north, two west, runs south, aiid unites with Drowning 
fork. The land on these creeks is of the first quality. 

Canaan is a rich settlement in Shelby county, twelve 
miles north of Shelbyville: a very superior tract. 

Canaan^ a post office, in Rock Island county, 20 miles 
north of Stephenson. 

Canteen Creek rises in ridge prairie, in the south part 
of Madison county, runs a western course, and enters the 
Cahokia creek in the American bottom. Little Canteen 
creek rises in St. Clair county, and enters the main creek 
{kbout the hlulfs. 

Canteen Settlement^ in Madison county, about six miles 
south of Edwardsville. 

Canton^ a pleasant town in Fulton county, on the borders 
of a large prairie, fifteen miles north of Lewistown on 
section twenty-seven, seven north, four east. 

It is a respectable town, has eight or ten stores, a large 
academy and a charter for a college, and a population of 
five or six hundred. The country around is high, undu- 
lating, fertile and healthy, with a due mixture of timber 
and prairie. 

Canton Prairie, in Fulton county, commences near 
Spoon river and runs northward, dividing the waters that 
fall into Spoon river on the left, from those that enter the 
Illinois on the right, till it becomes lost in the interminable 
prairies on Rock river. At Canton it is from two to three 
miles in width, dry, undulating, and inexhaustibly rich. 
Further north it becomes inferior. 

CantrilPa Creek rises on the eastern side of Sangamon 
county, runs west, and enters Sangamon river about fifteen 
miles above Salt Fork. The land on this creek is rather 
level, the soil rich, and about equally divided into timber 
and prairie. 
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Ct^mtGrU. A fliiiall Fraodi setdaomt of tkis i 
(wbi«h nesos Cape •/ Grii «r Ci imtftJtmr, fion Ike i 
neu-,) was formed oo the Mississippi, above die aHN 
the Illioois, at the most soatheni bend of the river m Cal- 
hoan coootj, aboot forty jears slaee. la 1811, it co m 
listed of aboot tveotj fomilies, Trho had a village e« Ik* 
baak of the river, and calttvated a comraoa ieM of aha«t 
five hoadred acres in the prairie, one mile fmn the river. 
Tbej were driven off by the lodiaos dorinv the last war 
with Great Britaia. The American popalation began m 
eater this coontj, in 1818. 

Cabuhvuxs, the seat of jastice of Macoupin co^rtif, 
is sitaated on the north side of the Lake Fork of the M>> 
eonpin, in a beauttfal prairie. 

It is on secU*m twentj-eight, ten north, seven went of 
-the third principal meridian. 

Carlioviiie has several stores, one grocery, two lawyers, 
two pbysiciaas, and aboot 80 ^untlies, and is improviag 
rapidly. The state roads from Yanddia to Carrolltna, 
and from Springfield to Alton, intersect at this place. 

It is fifty-five miles northwest from Fandalia, fK^-fiv« 
miles southeast from Jacksonville, forty-five miles novtk* 
west from Springfield, thirty-five east of CarroHtoo, thir- 
ty-five miles north from Ed wardsvillp, and thirty-five noit^ 
east from Alton. The country aronnd Cariiavtlle tsprapop- 
tionably divided into timber and prairie. 

A theological Seminary, ood<>r patronage of the P i eshy* 
terian Synod of Illinois is aboot to be established at this 
place, and the railroad from Alton to Springfi^d win pass 
through it. 

Casltlb, the seat of jastice for Clinton eoonty, is at- 
tnated on the west side of the Kaskaskia river, 915 m il e s 
by water above its months and on the Yineenncs and St. 
Louis road. 

It was laid oat as a town site, in 1818, on section eigh- 
teen, two north, two west, on el(»vated ground, on the bor* 
der of a large prairie. The iBtersectioa of several pnhlie 
loads from different parts of the stote, gives it an nn>esr- 
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ance of life and basinoBs, rarely to be seen in a place so 
remote from commercial advantages. 

Cariyle contains fiire stores, three taverns, a ^ist and 
saw mill by water power, and forty families. The court 
house is of wood. 

Carmi, the seat of justice of White county, situated on 
the west bank of the Little Wabash, and nearly in the 
centre of the county. It is surrounded by lands of a good 
quality, and an extensive settlement, and is in latitude 
thirty-eiaht degrees five minutes north, eighty miles south- 
east of Vanidalia. It is now in an improving condition, 
has four stores, a saw and flouring mill, and a neat brick 
court house, forty feet square, with a cupola, the whole 
painted and neatly finished. 

Carmi has many good framed houses, and about fifty 
families, 2 lawyers, and 3 physicians. 

Carolus, a post office in Vermilion county, about twen« 
ty miles from Danville, west of south, and on the mail 
route from Vincennes to Chicago. 

Carrollton, the seat of justice for Greene county, is 
a flourishing and pleasant village, situated on the borders 
of String prairie, nearly equidistant from Macoupin and 
Apple creeks, and on the dividing line of sections twenty- 
two and twenty-tbree, ten north, and twelve west. 

It has 17 stores, 6 groceries, 2 taverns, 7 lawyers, 6 
physicians, 4 ministers of the gospel, 2 male and 2 female 
schools, 2 steam flouring mills, 2 steam saw mills, one 
tannery, and about 1000 inhabitants. 

The court house is4ieatly built of brick; forty-four by 
forty-six feet, two stories, with a handsome spire. 

Around Carrollton is a beautiful country, tolerably lev- 
el, rich soil, suitably proportioned into timber and prai- 
rie, and densely populated with industrious and thriving 
farmers. 

Here are Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist and Refor- 
mer societies. 

Houses of worship for the Baptists, Reformers, and Me- 
thodists are erected, and the Presbyterians are preparing 
to biiild. 

15* 
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Improred Cums aramid CanolUoD sell for ten, fiftafla. 
and twentj dollars per aeie. The bosses inestlj an 
framed, or of brick, baili ia a plaki bat coBTeaieiit atjle. 

CttrUrU SaUamemU oear the sooth part of MeDoaloaigb 
coQotj, twelve miles from Macomb, on the read to Eaab- 
▼ille. Tb^laod is genii joadalaliiig, soil rich, tiadwraad 
prairie proporticMied, aad aa ex&eosiTe settlement. 

It is iu the sootb part of foor north, two west, b et w c c a 
the beads of Sugar creek and Grindstone fork. This is 
the oldest settlement in the coontj. 

CAaTHAGB, the seat of justice for Hancock cooatj, ia 
situated in the prairie, one mile from timber betweea tba 
bead waters of Bear and Long creeks, aad sine aules firoaa 
the Mississippi, on the northwest qaarter of seetioa aiae- 
teea, township five north, ia range six west. The tovn 
was laid off bj commissioners in March, 1833« aad aboat 
one hundred lots sold the followiag June; averagyy aboat 
thirtj dollars each. It now coouins three stores, ooe giw- 
cerj, three carpenters, one blacksmith, two cabinet luik- 
ers, ooe wheelwright, ooe tatera, ooe brick maker, aaa 
pbjsician; hot no lawyer. 

The adjoiniog prairie is dry, and beaotifollj ao^la' 
tiog. The timber adjaceot ia excellent. Good waier ia 
all this regioo is obtained bj digging wells from fiftrea ta 
twentj-fi¥e feet deep. Cral is near aad in abaadaaee. 
Since the sale of lots, property has risen in valaa a h sa t 
fifty per cent. 

Cott Post Office is in Cook conoty, 33 miles ftom Chi- 
cago, on the road to Ottawa. ^ 

CoMeyt €hove ia fifteen miles aortbeaat firoai Jachiaa 
▼Ule, on the read to Beardstowo. It is a aoull giove of 
from fire to six hoodred acres on Clay creek. 

CaMy*9 Prmrief ia Jefferson coonty, adjoiniag M oast 
Temon, is five miles long and two miles broad; aaifecn 
tolerably IcTei, soil second rate, aad the popalaiiea eo»- 
sists of about 130 families. 

CoiA; riwa-^ a stream in die soothem part of tlM state, 
which is formed from several branches, and a aariea af 
ponds that exist in Union and Johnson connties. Tlwnn 
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unite in Alexander eonnty, through whieh the nrain 
stream follows a devions course, at one time approaehing 
within a mile and a half of the Mississippi, and again ap-^ 
proaehing near the Ohio, till it empties its waters iatotiie 
latter river, at Trinitjs six miles above its mouth. 

One of its principal branches^ rises in Union coontft 
and forms the ** Scatters of Cash,** which see. 

Another source of its waters is in Joluison county, in 
a series of ponds which are eonnected with the waters of 
Big Bay creek, in Pope county. The outlet of thess 
ponds is known by the name of Pond Shugh. 

The alluvions of Cash river, where not inundated, are 
wide, of a rich soil, and heavily timbered. 

Cai(h a post offics on the west side of Clay county, an4 
on the Vincennes and St. Lonis stage roads. 

Col Tail Swamp^ is in Whiteside county, and eonneota 
the waters of the Mississippi and Rock river. It is navi- 
gable for small craft at some seasons. 

Cav&-in*JRock. This natural curiosity, well known to 
all the navigators of the Ohio river, is situated on the 
bank of the Ohio, where the dividing line between Pope 
and Grallatin counties strikes the river. Such caves and 
piles of rook, as are described in the foUowinfir sketch, 
are called by the Indians Afon-£-/o--*a name spelled Man^ 
i-teaUi by the French, and sometimes Mori'it'io by other 
authors. It signifies '* ike raidenct of a spirit^'** either 
good or bad. 

There are several Mon*e-toes in Illinois, Missoari, and 
other western states. One is at the precipices of the 
Mississippi adjoining Lower Alton. Two more that give 
names to streams in Boone and Coles counties, Missouri* 
The Indiana relate some wild and extravagant legends 
of the freaks of these imaginarjr beings at their *^ resi« 
denees,** and they usually propitiate the fovour of the 
Mon-e-to, by liberal offerings, and the firing of guns, at 
they pass his habitation. 

The one at the head of this article, known to Americans 
l^ the name Cave-in-rochy was long theTendezvons of m 
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t of beiagBv fiu OMWB fiMnyaUe u 
wbites, thmm the Indiao Bfon-e-Coes. 

ia 1797, It was the plaee of resort and ■ e caiUy to li»- 
wtm mad hSm eaog of robbere; wbo ploadflfed aad ■»idere4 
the Clews ofboitt, wliUe desceadiof the Okio. It stifl 
aaswen as a tomponry resideaee lor those wko metd 
shelter while oa the liTer. The rock is iiafslsafi ahoaB4> 
ing with shells. 

The foUowimDr de8eri|»tioa of this cave is eii« hy 
Thaddeos M. Harris, an Eaglish toarist, made ia the 
spiiogof 1803, a writer wbo has doae jastiee to the West 
io his deacriptioas feaeially. 

"■ For about three or four miles before joa come to this 
place, joa are preseoted with a seeae tral j remaatir Oa 
the Illiiiois side of the river, joa aee lar|re poa ' 
locks piled ooe apoo aaother, of differeat colooia, i 
and sixes. Some appear to have goae threogh the,! 
of the most skilful artist; some represeat the raiae of a»- 
cieot edifices; othen throwa promiscooosly ia aad oat of 
the riter, as if aatore ioteaded to show as with what ease 
she coold haadle those nMmotaios of solid rock, laaome 
places, jou see parHo|rftfeamswiBdiog their coarse dowa 
theb ragged liroot; while ia others, the rocks proieet sa 
far, that they seem almost disposed to leave thw d oa h s 
fill sitoatioas. After a short relief from this seeae, yea 
cooie to a secood, which is somethiag similar to the fesi; 
aad here, with strict scrutiny, yoa cao discover the cave. 

•• Before its oMath staads a delightfal grove of cypmas 
trees, airanged immediately oa the bank of the river. 
They have a fine appearance, aad add maeh to the cheer- 
fitlaesa of the place. 

^ The month of the cave is bat a few feet above the 
ordinary levd of the river, aad is formed by a aemictrca- 
lar arch of aboot eighty feet at its base, ami twea^f-fiva 
feet ia heiffht, the top pn^iecting considerably over, form- 
ing a regaUr concave. From the entrance to the ex- 
tremity, which is aboot 180 feet, it has a regalar aad 
gradoal asceat. On either side is a aidid beach of rock; 
the arch coming to a point about the middle of the cave. 
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where yon diseoverM opening saffieietitlylargre to receird 
the body of a man, tbronfirh whieh comes a small stream 
of fine water, made ase of by those who ttsit this place* 
From this hole, a seeondcave is discoTered whose di* 
mensions, form, eto., are not known. The rock is of lime* 
atone. The sides of the cave are covered with ifiaorip- 
tions, names of persons, dates> etc.'** 

The trees have been cut down and the entrance into the 
cave elcposed to view. 

Cedar Creek post office h in Warren coufify^ aeetioti 
thirty-five, township twelve north, range three west, and 
about seven miles northwest firom Monmouth. 

Cedar Creeks in AdamS' county, which rises in one south, 
eight west, runs west, and enters Boston bay. 

A saw and grist mill has been erected oti this stream 
and the land contiguous is good. 

Cedar Creek, in Johnson county, rises in the northeastern 
part, runs south, and enters Big bay oreek. It has largey 
abrupt blufis, covered whh eedar, and a settlement near 
it. 

Cedar Creek, a branch of Big Muddy river in Jackson 
county, rises in Union county, and runs first north, and 
then a westerp course, and enters Muddv river twelv6 
miles above its mouth. This creek has high bluffs to- 
wards its mouth, which abound with cedari 

The country is broken, timbered, well watered with 
springs, and contains about one hundred families. The 
main settlement is six miles from Brownsville. 

Cedar Fork, a branch of Crooked creek, in the north-* 
west corner of Schuyler county, runs through a dry and 
rather hilly tract ol country . 

Ced£^ Fork of Henderson river rises in the great prairie 
between Henderson and Spoon rivers and taking a north- 
western course, enters the main Henderson. The land 
along its borders is first rate, and begina to receive culti- 
vation from an industrious settlement. 

CenUrviUe, called also ** Virginia Centerville,** a settle- 

t Harris*! Tour, etc., Boston, 1805. 
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meat at theintaseetioB of the base Use of the fboith pria- 
cipal meridiaD, with the booodary line betwixt AiIimb 
and Schojler eeonties. Exeelleot prairie and timboed 
land* nndolatiofir, healthjs and wateied bj the head 
bnncbea of McKee*8 and erooked creeks. 

A poet office is here called Dnittan^ withia Scha^cr 
cooQ^, twenty-fiTo miles from RushTilie. 

Ce$tUrwUUs a post office in Wabash county, aitaaied 
five miles northwest from Moont Carmel. 

CHAausTCMi, the seat of jostiee for C<4es coaatj, is 
situated on the border of the Grand prairie, two and a kdf 
miles from, and oa the west side of, the Embanas liver, 
OB seetioB eleven, township twelve north, nine east. The 
snHace aronad is tolerably lord, the soil fertilet and the 
settlements already considerable, will soon be extensiYe. 
It baa three stores, three groceries, and aboat twenty-five 
^■ffp'^i*^ . It was laid oot in 1831, and the firat sale of 
lots took place in that year. 

Charter'9 Grooe^ a small tract of tisiber on the watera af 
Kishwaokee in Kane county. 

Chatham i a post office in Sangamon- county, north of 
Sangamon river, and on the road from Springfield to Ha- 
vanna. 

CktyntyU Grove, a settlement near the bead waters of 
the Sangamon, on the east of McLean coooty, twenty-three 
north, six east. This timber is an island in the great prai- 
rie, of three or four sqoare miles, twenty<4ve mUes east of - 
Bloomington, and on jthe road to Danville. The popnlatioa 
is Silaimlies. 

Chary Grove, a settlement in St. Clair county, eight 
miles northeasterly from Belleville, vith a dense popu- 
lation of Germans. 

Cherry €!rotfe, a post ci&oe, in Jo Daviess county. 

ChegtoTj a town on the bank of the Mississippi rivn, 
in Randolph county, and about two miles bdow tlie mouth 
of the Kaskaskia river. It is situated on an elevated strip 
of bottom land at the foot of the blnfls and is a commas 
cial depot for the country back. 

Exports by steamboats for 1836, ^ISO^OOO; imports. 
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130,000. It has fire storoB, three groceries, one tavern^ 
one physician, two ministers of the gospel, four ware- 
houses, one steam saw and grist mill, one castor oil fkc- 
toiT, and 280 inhabitants. 

Chicago, the seat of justice for Cook county, is situated 
OD a riTcr or bay of the same name, at the junction of 
NorUi and Sooth branches, and from thence to lake Michi-* 

fan. The town is beautifully situated onlerel ground, 
at Sufficiently elevated above the highest floods, and on 
both sides of the river. 

Its growth, even for western cities, has been of unpar- 
alleled rapidity. In 1833 it contained five small stores, 
and 250 inhabitants. In 1881, there were fonr arrivals 
from the lower lakes, two brigs and two schooners, which 
was sufficient for all the trade of the northeastern part of 
Illinois, and the northwestern part of Indiana. In 1835 
there were about 267 arrivals of brigs, ships and schoon* 
era, and 9 of steamboats, and brought 5015 tons of 
merchandise and 9400 barrels of salt. The value of mer- 
chandise imported equal to two and a half millions of dol- 
lars, besides a vast number of emtj^nt families, with 
their furniture, provisions, &c. Owmof to the vast influx 
of emigration, the exports have been but small. There 
are about 60 stores, 30 groceries, 10 public houses, 23 
physicians, 41 lawyers, five ministers and about 5000 in- 
habitants. 

The Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, Episcopali- 
ans, and Roman Catholics, each have houses of worship. 
The harbor constructed by the United States government 
is now nearly completed and will afford one of the safest 
and best on the northern lakes. 

C bicago is now an incorporated city, under the usual mu- 
nicipal regulations. It has one or more insurance com- 
panies, fire companies, water works for the supply of the 
city from the lake, several good schools and a respectable 
academy, three printing offices that publish weekly papers 
and meciiamcs of every description. 

The natural position of the place, the enterprise and 
capital that will concentrate here, with favorable pros-. 
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« pects for bealdi, must soon makB this place the 
of trade aod bosiDese for all the nortbero comitry.' 

Baek of tbe town, towards the Des IHaiaes, is a fiwtils 
prairie, and for the first three or foar silcSy iAmwwtmd wad 

Along the north branefa of the Chleagai, aad the lake 
shore* are exieoslTe bodies of fine tioiber. Laree yaa- 
tities of white pine ejust in the regions towam GiacB 
bay* and about Grand river in Miehigan* fion which los^ 
her iiT an j qoantities is obtained and coavejed hj ship* 
ping to Chicago. Yellow poplar bonds and plbak «• 
pronght across the lake from the St. Joseph's river. 

T^ mail in post coaches from Detroit, aniTes imsa 
tri-weeklj, and departs for Cralena, forSprtngfieid, Ahea, 
and St. Loiiis, and for Danville and Vincennes. 

The United States owns a strip of elevated gcond be- 
tween the town and lake, aboet half a mile in width, ee 
Which Fort Dearborn and the light bonse aie sitoated* baft 
which is now daimed, as a pre-emption right, and is mem 
in a coarse of jodiebl investigation. 

Ckicmgo^ the stream or baj* on which the town of Chi- 
cago is situated. It is made bj Nm4k and Smith braach- 
es, which form a junction in the upper part of the town, 
about three foQiths of a mile from the lake. TheChitagu 
lesembles a vastcanal, from fifty to seventy-five yards wide 
and from fifteen to twenty-five feet deep. Northerly aed 
easterly storms throw the cool waters of thelake into this 
channel, and raise it aboat thrse feet. 

North Bnmeh, which Is the largest, rises a short dis- 
tance above the boundary line, and near the lake, and raes 
parallel with the lake shore a southerly course, aod is ■»» 
▼igable for small boats, its hanks are well timbcfed, aod 
the land fertile. 

In spring fioods, its waters, in one or two plaeea, lev 
across the prairie and commingle with those d Des 
Plaioes. 

^ South BranA rises in an opposite direction, in the ptai* 
ties towards the Saganaskee swsmp, runs a northera 
diieetioa about twenty miles, and forms a junMioe wilk 
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the North branch, in the town of Chicago. The timber 
is rather scarce on Sooth branch. 

ChUlicothe^ a town site and 20 or 30 families, in Peoria 
county at the upper end of Peoria lake. 

Chippewa^ a town site in Madison county, directly op- 
posite the mouth of the Missouri. A steam mill and seve- 
ral buildings are going up. 

Choteau*8 Island^ is in the Mississippi river, in the south- 
western part of Madison county. It is four miles long, 
and a mile and a half wide, and has several families and 
farms on it. In extreme high floods the water of the river 
nearly covers it. 

Christian SBttlement, sea AlHsorCa Prairie, 

Chris(y'*8 Prairie, sometimes called Lewia'a Prairie^ is 
in Lawrence county ten miles west of Lawrenceville, 
moderately rolling, and good second rate land. Popula- 
tion 150 families. 

Clary^s Chove is a beautiful tract of timber and flour- 
ishing settlement, in Sangamon county, eighteen miles 
northwest from Springfield, and surrounded with excel- 
lent prairie. The timber is three or four miles in diameter, 
consisting of oaks, sugar maple, walnut, hickory, linden, 
elm, locust, and various other species. Clary's creek 
issues from this grove, runs northwesterly, and enters the 
Sangamon river near the corner of Morgan county. 

Little (xrove is a smaller tract contiguous to Clary's 
Grove; timber and prairie of the same quality. 

Clayton is a town site on the east side of Adams county, 
on section thirty-five, township one north, range five west. 

Clay Creek rises in the prairies in the northeastern 
part of Morgan county, passes through two lakes in the 
bottom, and enters the Illinois river below Beardstown. 

Clay Lick, a branch of Cedar creek, in Union county. 
The land is hilly, and heavily timbered. 

Clay Prairie, in Clark county, lies west from Union 
Prairie, and eight miles southwest from Darwin. It con- 
tains a large settlement. 

Clear Creek, a small stream that rises in the prairies 
near Paris, Edgar county, and leaving the county at its 
16 
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•oothetst eornar, pastes across a strip of lodiaoa, aai 
enters the Wabash. It is a mill stream, and the land ob 
each side is good. 

Clear Crtdc^ a small stream io Patnam conaty, lea 
miles soeth of Heonepio. Aloog its banks are fine liaa- 
ber, and the adjoining prairies are ezeelleat. 

Clear Creeks a stream that rises in Union county, mas 
sooth and enters the Mississippi in the northwestern part 
of AJexander coonty. One branch rises in the nortbera 
part of Union, the other in the neighbourhood of Jooea- 

Clear Cred^ in Sangamon coonty, rises in the prairies 
between Salt creek and the North Fork, runs a soalfa- 
western course, and entera the Sangamon rirer near the 
junction of the North and Sooth Forks. This is a good 
mill stream; the country on its borders rather level, tiaiH> 
ber good, considerable prairie, and a population of 200 or 
300 fiunilies. 

CUar Oredk,a small stream in Morgan coonty, diat 
passes throogh the narrows and enters £e Dlinois liTer 
below Beardstown. 

Clear Credk^ post office, is at Mecfaanicsbnrg, 14 miles 
east of ^ringfield, and on the road to Decatur. 

Clear Lake, an expansion of water in the American bot- 
tom, St. Clair county, about ten miles westerty firona 
BellcTille. 

Clendemn^t Settiememii in Greene county, six milea 
southwest m Garrollton. 

CUfUm, a post c^ice on Sonr creek, Clinton county* 

CHflaih on the bank of ue Mississippi, four miles 
aboTS Alton. Here is a landing, a steam aaw mill, as 
excellent free stone quarry, and a quarry of water ce aa e st 
lime stone, and a town aite. 

CUnUm, a town nte, post offices and half a dosen &bbI- 
lies, in the north^n part of Macon coonty, 84 miles frooi 
Decator. 

CUnian Mil is three miles north of BelloTille, in Sc 
Clair county, and the residence of John Messenger, Esq. 
It is an elerated timbered tract, containing some excel- 
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lent springs, and a valuable stone qaarry. The Rich- 
land Baptist church have their house of worship here. 

Clio, a post office in the northwest corner of Pike county, 
22 miles northwest from Pittsfield. 

Coal Banks, in the bluffs of St. Clair county, east side 
of the American bottom, and seven miles from St. Louis 
ferry. 

Several beds have been opened along the bluffs, with* 
in three miles. The coal is bituminous, burns well, and 
appears to be inexhaustible. About 300,000 bushels are 
now taken to St. Louis%nnua]ly, and the demand for it 
is rapidly increasing. 

Coal Creek, in Schuyler county, heads near Crane creek, 
runs east, and enters the Illinois, four miles above Beard»> 
town. 

Coal Creek, in the northwest part of Putnam county, 3 
miles west of French grove, and runs into swamps. 
Here is coal in abundance and a beautiful grove of timber. 

Cochran's Grove, a post office and settlement in Shelby 
county, ten miles east of Shelby ville. 

Coffee Creek, an inconsiderable stream in Wabash 
county, that enters the Wabash river, six miles below 
Mount Carmel. A settlement of the same name is alonr 
its course. It is a timbered country, undulating, and 
broken. 

Cold Prairie is in the American bottom, in St Clair 
county, on the road from St. Louis to Belleville. 

Coli Spring Settlement and post office is in Shelby 
county, on the road from Vaudafia to Shelbyville, twelve 
miles south of the latter place. The land is second rate, 
and proportioned into timber and prairie. This was for* 
merly called fVakeJUlcTs Settlement. 

Collinaville, a village, post office, and settlement, in the 
south part of Madison county. 

Here is a store, a large mill for sawing and grinding, 
and several mechanics. A meeting house and Presby- 
terian church of fifty members, a large Sabbath school, 
and a body of sober, moral and industrious citizens, ren- 
der this an interesting settlement. 
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Columbus, a town nemr the centre of Adams cooBtj, eC 
40 or 50 families. 

Cchambo Creek rises io Perrj coootj, rans a sovtbeast 
coorse, and enters Big Beanconp, in Jackson eooatj. 

CobumbuMj a town site in Randolph coantj, near the 
Flat prairie, eighteen miles east of Kaskaskia, on sectioa 
one, five sooth, six west. Here is an aeadem j, a coagie- 
sation of Reformed Preshyterians, and an indnstrioos and 
large s^tlement. 

The post office is called «« Skaiuum's SUre.^ 

Commercej a town, landingami post office on the Miaaia- 
sippi, in Hancock coontji 16 miles northwest of Carthage, 
and at the head of the Lower rapids, in seren north, oee 
west. It has two stores, onegTocery, and 12 or 15 fiiailies. 

CompUmU Prairie, in l^bash conntj, twelve miles 
west of Meant Carmel. This is a small, rich, lerel 
prairie, inclined to be wet, and has twentj-ire or thirtj 
families. 

Concord, a post office and settlement, sometimes called 
** 81oeomb*s,^ in White coonty, between the Little and 
Big Wabash, below Big prairie. 

Comeard, a town site on the Iroquois rirer, opposite Iro- 
quois town. It has a steam aaw and grist mill, and two 
or three families. 

Coon Creek, a branch of the North Fork of the Kisb- 
waokee in Kane county. It rises in township forty north, 
range four east, and runs west. 

CoonsviUe, a small creek and settlement, on the soeth 
side of Apple creek, in Greene Coonty, and six miles 
northwest from Carrollton. 

Coop's Creek, a branch of the Macoupin, in Macoupin 
county. It rises in the prairies towards the head of Ca- 
hokia creek, runs a northwesterly course, and enters the 
main stream below the forks. Timber and prairie, nnds-> 
lating and rich. 

Copperas Creek, in Fulton county, towards the eastera 
part. It rises' near Canton, runs a southeastern coarse, 
and enters the Illinois river in six north, five eaat. 
Much of it is a timbered tract; some good prairie, and a 
large settlemeut. 
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Cott(mberger*9 SeitkmenU on Salt creek, in the nortli- 
west pait of Macon county, eighteen miles north from 
Decatur. 

Cotton Hill Prairie is in Sangramon eoonty, between 
South Fork and Horse creek, tweWe miles south of 
Springfield. 

Court Creek runs through Knox county, from north- 
west to southeast, and enters Spoon river. 

Covington was formerly the seat of justice of Washingr. 
ton county, but after its division in forming Clinton, this 
place was left in the northwest corner of the county, 
and now contains half a dozen families. It is situated 
on the left bank of the Kaskaskia river, in section thirty- 
three, township one north, three west. Should the con- 
templated, improvements of the Kaskaskia river be carried 
forward so as to be navipted by steam, Covington may 
become a place of some importance. 

It is fourteen miles from Nashville. 

Cownover^8 Branchy in Morgan county, rises at the head 
of Jersey prairie, and enters Indian creek near Smart's 
mill. 

Cox's Crroof, a small body of timber on the line of Cass 
and Sangamon counties. 

Cox*8 Prairie^ northeast of Brownsville, in Jackson 
county, near Big Beaucoup, contains about four sections 
of good rolling land. 

Crab Orchardy a small creek that rises in the south part 
of Franklin county, passes into Jackson, and enters the 
Big Muddy, fifteen miles above Brownsville. The coun- 
try adjoining is level and good, and the settlement has 
forty or fifty families. 

Crawfish Creeky a small stream in Wabash county, that 
enters the Wabash river six miles above Mount Carmel. 
The adjacent country is sterile and broken. 

CrawfonPa Creek is an insignificant stream in Adams' 
county, containing excellent land and timber. It enters the 
south prong of Bear creek. 

Crane Creek, a small stream in Schuyler county, which 
rises near Rushville, runs south through a timbered re- 
!§• 
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fnoo, and enters the DliDois a few jaids abore the i 
of Crooked creek. 

Crane Cretk, a triflinor stream that enters the SaagasKMi 
riTer firom the north side, l>elow Miller^s ferrj. 

Crane Crttk, ia Whiteside coantj, rises near the aoatit 
fork of Plam creek, roos west, then sooth, and eaters Roe^ 
rirer fifteeo or twenty miles below Dixon*s ferrj, near the 
foot of the second rapids. Its length is about twentj-five 
miles. The timber near it is in vrores, and the ooeDtiy 
generally the finest for farming parposes. It is a good 
mill stream. 

Crooked Credfc, on the military tract, from its sixe,lengtk, 
and namber of its branches, should be called a river; hmx 
it is not ourproTince to make or alter names. The tenn 
** creek'' is applied to this stream on the maps, and in the 
▼ocabniary of the country. It rises in numerous braochev 
in McDonoogfa and Hancock counties, and near the bor- 
ders of Warren, runs a southern course through McDos- 
ough and Schuyler counties, and enters the lilioois in src>- 
tion thirteen, one sooth, one west, six miles lielow Beards- 
town. It can easily be made navigable some distaaee. 
No liett^ land can lie found in Illinois than the coaatiy 
in general watered by this stream; and the many ^naU 
tributaries emptying into it from the east and west aoc 
only afford many mill seats, but apportion the timber and 
prairie so nearly equal as to render almost erery tract ca- 
pable of immediate settlement. It is to l>e regretted that 
much of the land in this section of the country is owaed 
by non residents, and that it is held at prices much too 
hiffh to suit the circumstances of settleis, or the relatiYe 
Talue of land iii this state. 

The country generally on Croirfced creek is gentJy an- 
duladng, dry soil, inexhaustibly rich, and where tinaber 
exists it is of excellent quality. Here are found oaks of 
different species, walnut^ sugar maple, linden, hackber- 
ry, hickory, cherry, honey locust, mulberry, elm, ash, and 
various other growth common to the state. The soil is aa 
argillaceous mould, from one to four feet deep. Near the 
mouth of Crooked creek is aa extensive bottom on the H- 
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linois, inundated in high water, but affording an extensive 
range for stock during the greatest part of th^ year. 

Bi|uminou8 coal is found in great abundance along this 
stream and its tributaries, with several quarries of free 
Btoue. 

Crooked Crtek^ in Marion county, rises in the Grand 
prairie near Salem, runs a southwesterly course, and en- 
ters the Kaskaskia river above Covington. 

Crooked Creeky an insignificant stream and branch of 
the Little Wabash, in White county, eight miles above 
Carmi. 

It is a timbered region, and the settlement is large. 

Crow Creek rises in the north part of McLean coun- 
ty, passes through the southwestern part of La Salle, 
and enters the Illinois river in Putnam county below 
Hennepin. 

There is ar fine skirt of timber and much good prairie 
along its borders. 

Crow Creek, a small stream in Putnam county that' en- 
ters the Illinois river from ttie west side. It rises in Crow 
grove, (Boyd*s) and runs an east course. 

Crow Grove, or fioyd's settlement, forty miles above 
Peoria, on the stage road to Galena. It is a beautiful 
tract of country, in fourteen north, eight east from the 
fourth principal meridian, and thirtoenmileswest of Hen- 
nepin. 

Crow Meadow post ofilce is in Putnam county, on the 
road from Peoria to Ottawa. 

Crow Prairie lies near the Illinois river, in Putnam 
county, on the east side, twelve miles below Hennepin. 
It is six miles long and three miles wide, good soil, and 
timber around it. 

Crow Prairie is in Putnam county, on the west side of 
the Illinois river. It is twelve miles long, four miles 
wide, and dry, rich, farming land. 

Cumberland, a post office on the National Road, 6 miles 
east of Vandalia. 

Curran, a post office iu Gallatin county, 13 miles north- 
west from Equality. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



188 A GAZBTTSSK 

Cutla^t Settkmad^ in Coles coantj, eiglit miles aofftk- 
east from Chsriestoo, os the esst side of the EmbvrasL 
The soil, both of the timbered land mod prsirie, is goo^ 
mud the settlement contains from forty to fif^ ^nilies. 

Cypress^ a sloggish creek in Gallatin county* Iwit w c e a 
Equality and Shawneetown, which rans into the Safine 
creek. 

The land in the vicinity is generally good and besTily 
timbered. 

Cryttal Lake^ a beaotifnl sheet of water in McHeary 
coonty, with gravelly banks and a delightful prospect. 

Dad JotU Gro9t, so called from Joae|£ Smith, bat iMsre 
commonly known to the people, by the eophooioos Bone 
of ^ Old DadV It is in Putnam county, section fo«r, 
einhteen north, nine east. 

Dahtuxb, the seat of justice for Vermilion coontj, in 
situated on the Vermilion rirer of the Wabash, on sectioai 
eight, in township nineteen north, and in range eterott 
west from the second principal meridian. 

It is on a dry, sandy, and elevated surface, surrowided 
with heavy timber oo the east, north, and west, but opea 
to the prairie on the south. 

It has fourteen stores, three groceries, three taverMi» 
live lawyers, six physicians, various mechanics, a pnUie 
land crffice for this district, and a printing oflice ft oia 
which issues weekly the ^ DanmlU Enquirer, and 700 i»- 
habiunts. 

The Methodists, Baptists, and Presbyterians each kav% 
congregations. There are about 120 families. The cooft- 
try around is populous, and rich land. 

Dabwot, the seat of justice of Clark county. It is siK 
uated on the Wabash, in section twenty-seven, tea north, 
eleven west from the second principal meridian, adjoiaing 
Walnut prairie, and contains about twenty families. 

Dmisicn Poti Office is at the place whero the hnm 
line of the fourth principal meridian crosses the dividing 
line of Adams and Schuyler counties, twenty-five miles 
sooth of west from Rashville on the road to Quincy. 

/Isioton'f Crnwe, called sometimes ** Old T\mm TMer^ 
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ID McLean county, twelve miles east from Bloomington, 
and at th& heads of Kickapoo and Salt creek, in twenty- 
three north, and three and four east. The road from 
Pekin to Danville passes through this grove. It is long, 
and intersected with some harrens. Timber principally 
oak with some sugar maple. The prairie around it is very 
rich. 

Dead MarCs Chove, in Coles county, six miles west of 
Charleston. It is almost circular, about two miles in 
diameter, and contains three or four sections of indif- 
ferent timber, surrounded with a rich and undulating 
prairie, and is monopolised by two or three families. It 
receives its name from the circumstance of a man perish- 
ing here with cold several years since. The old Kickapoo 
towns were adjoining this grove. 

BecUorCa Mill, one of the first settlements in Morgan 
county, on the Mauvaiseterre, three miles northwest from 
Jacksonville. Here is a steam mill and a large and flourish- 
ing settlement. 

DeaiMi^, a trifling stream, and branch of the Kas- 
kaskia river, in the southeastern part of St. Clair 
county. 

Decker*8 Prairie, a small tract of second rate, undula- 
ting land, in Wabash county, twelve miles northeast from 
Mount Carmel, with about twenty-five families. 

Decatur, the seat of justice for Macon county, is situ- 
ated on the west side of the North Fork of Sangamon 
river, and on the borders of an extensive prairie. It is 
on the northeast quarter of section fifteen, in sixteen north, 
two east from the third principal meridian. It is dry, 
elevated, and bids fair for health. The country around is 
elevated, rich, and has a fine settlement. 

Decatur has three stores, several mechanics and about 
thirty families. 

Delhi, a post ofidce and town site in the south part 
of Greene county, 22 miles from Carrollton. It was form- 
erly<called "Zfttr/on'*." 

bcs Plcdnes River \^R%viere des Plaints, Fr.] rises in 
the Wisconsin territory, a few miles above the boundary 
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line of niiiiois, mod about six niles frooi lake Mldufaa. 
It raos a sooth eooree, geoerallj over a bed of li«M^<it 
lock, aod forms ooe of Uie promtneot braocbcs of tbe Dli- 
oois river, bj its jonctioD with the Kaokakee. 

Groves of timber are foood oo its banks, aod ioterapersed 
throogh tbe vast prairie regioa. The eoontij aloag its 
borders is .rapid ly popuiatiog, Dotwithstaodio* the appaicBt 
defieieocy of timber. 

Id mdaj places aloo^ the Des Plaioes roek on j be easily 
obtaioed both for feociog aod boildiog. The eouUy is 
well watered, the streams peieooial, ami the soil rich, aod 
eoreied with loxoriaot herbage. It is freqoeotlj wiitlco 
aod proooooeed Aux Plamta or CP Plant* 

DuiPs JbuU is a siogalar rock, of coonderable elero- 

tioD, and the top jotting over its base, oear the rood frooi 

Eqoality to Golcooda. The sorrooodiog coooUj is my 
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hiJly, with rocky precipices, and exhibits all the 
tioo aod wildoess of a moontaiooos regioo. 

DeoiTs Oven is a singular promootory of saod ro^ that 
projects into tbe Mississippi, io Jacksoo coooty, oae aile 
above the Chrand Tbwtt. It has a cave resenbliog ths 
month of a mammoth oreo, to be seeo from the river. 

Diamo nd Grovt, a most beaotifol tract of timber io 
Morgao county, two miles soothwest from Jacksoirrille. 
It is elevated above the sorroonding prairie, ood coo- 
tains 700 or 800 acres, and sorronoded with beootilbl 
farms. 

IXamond Gnat Pratrie, io Morgao coonty, sooth aod 
adjacent to Jhcksooville. It is fonr miles io exteot, rich 
soil, ondnlating, dry sur&ce, and mostly covered over with 
fine fiums. 

Dickenon'* Lake is in the Illinois bottom, to Moifoo 
coonty, oear the bloffs. 

BiUanTe is a large settlement in Gsllatin coooty, eight 
miles oorthwest of Shawoeetowo. The land geoerolly is 
good. 

DiUonU Po$t Office is in the town of Liberty, TanweU 
coonty. Here is a large settlement called Diiloa's. 
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Dixon^s Ferry^ and post office in Ogle connty, on Rock 
river, on the stagre road from Peoria to Galena. 

The country around is excellent, but there is a deficiency 
of timber for dense settlements. Formerly called G'Gee^t 
Ferry. 

ZHxonmtie^ a town site at Dixon's Ferry, on the south 
side of Rock river, in Ogle county. It contains 3 stores, 
3 taverns, 1 groceiy, a steam saw mill, 10 or 13 families, 
and is a pleasant site. Here the stage roads from Chicago 
by Napiersville:— from Ouawa by Troy grove; — and from 
Peoria by Windsor and Princeton all concentrate, and pass 
into Galena. Rock river here is 306 yards wide and is 
crossed by a rope ferry boat. 

BolwtCs Prairie is on the west side of Clark county, 
six miles \wide, and twice as long, level, considerably wet 
and a rather thin and clay soil. 

Ihnohue'* Settlement is in the northeast comer of Jef- 
ferson county, on Adams's creek, ten miles from Mount 
Vernon. Itls mostly a timbered tract, and has twenty or 
thirty families. 

Iknvnin^'*s Settlement^ in Bond county, nine miles sooth 
of Greenville. It is on the waters of Beaver creek, and 
is well furnished with timber and prairie. 

DtmglasSf a post office on the east side of Macoupin 
county fifteen miles northeast from Carlinville. 

Dresden^ a town site near the junction of the Des Plaioes 
and Kankakee, and on the line of the canal. It has one store 
and two or three families. 

Drewry^s Creeks a branch of Crab Orchard. It rises 
in Union County, runs a devious course northeasterly ' 
into Jackson county, and has- a settlement of fifteen or 
twenty families. The land timbered, and second rate 
soil. 

Drifltvoodj a post office in Iroquois county, on the road 
from Danyille to Chicago. 

Drowning Fork, in McDonough county. It rises in the 
prairies six north, one west, mns'^a southwestern course, 
and uniting with other branches, forms Crooked creek. It 
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has a large body of exoelleot dmber, smxoiiiided witk 
extensiye prairies. 

Dry Fork, a small stream io Macoapin coaoty. It rises 
towards Cahokia creek, mns a northwesterlj course, and 
enters the Macoupin above the forks. 

Dry Fork^ a branch of Shoal creek, in the northwest part 
of Bond coonty. 

Dry Grave is a timbered tract in McLean coontj, in 
twenty-foor north, one east, six miles north of west 
from Bloomington, and lies at the head of Sagfar creek. 
It is about ten miles long, from east to west, high, dry, 
and undulating, and contains a settlement of about fifty 
families. 

Dry Poml^ a small branch of Lake Fork of the Ma- 
coupin. The head of the timber is well known on the oM 
road from EdwardsTille to Springfield, and is nine Donh, 
six west, nine miles southeast from CarlinTiile. 

Duck Grovct a small body of timber north of Holdermaa** 
Grove in La Salle county. 

Dudley*^ SdtUmeni^ in Coles county, seren or eight 
miles east from Charleston. 

Including Riekwood's^ a fine body of timber south, it is 
an excellent tract of country, and contains more than ISO 
fiimilies. 

DuneanUm^ a post office in Mantoa settlement, in the 
southwestern part of White county, on the mail road fnm 
McLeansboro* to Shawneetown. 

Dunwoody^s Miil is on Indian creek, Morgan county, 
eight miles north of JacksonYille, 

Du Paget IRiviere du Page^ Fr.] a beautiful stream in 
Cook coonty. It rises in two forks, which unite in the 
settlement of Fountaindale. One fork rises near the Des 
Plaines, and runs a western course, and forms a junctioa 
with the other fork, which rises towards Fox river. After 
the junction it runs a southwestern course through groves 
and prairies, and enters the Des Plaines three miles above 
its junction with the Kankakee. There are larse settle- 
mente on this stream at Walker's grove and Fountain- 
dale. 
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Dutch Church Creek, in Pike county, takes its name 
from a bluff of a singular shape resembling one of the an- 
tiquated buildings of New York in Knickerbocker's days. 
It rises in the interior, and enters Snycartee. 

Dutchman's Creek, a small branch of Cash river, in 
Johnson county. The land on this creek is excellent, and 
the settlement extensive. 

Dutch Hill, a settlement in the southeast part of St. 
Clair county, and east of the Kaskaskia river. The land 
is good, and a mixture of timber and prairie. 

Dutch Settlement, in Union county, lies south and in 
the vicinity of Jonesboro'. The land is good, rolling, and 
"well timbered. The settlement contains probably 200 
families and is watered by Clear creek. 

Balm's Mill, is noticed as the name of a settlement in 
Jasper county, near Crawford, on the west side of the 
North Fork of the Embarras. 

Eagle Creek, a small stream in Gallatin county. It 
rises in the interior, runs south, and enters the Saline creek 
near its mouth. Some broken, and some good land, and 
a large settlement are on this stream. 

Eagle Creek, or VAigle creek, in Monroe county, see 
Fountain Creek, 

Eagle Point, a post office in Macoupin county, 16 miles 
nprthwest from Carl in vi lie. 

East Fork of Cash River rises in Johnson county, 
twelve south, three east, runs south, by Vincennes, and 
enters the main stream below the *^ Scatters of Cash,^* 
The land on this stream is excellent. The timber con- 
sists of cypress, cedar, walnut, oaks of various species, 
etc. 

East Fork of Kaskaskia River rises on the north side of 
Marion county, near the waters of the Little Wabash, 
runs west along the north part of Marion, crosses the 
northeast corner of Clinton, and enters the Kaskaskia, in 
the southwest corner of Fayette county. It has a heavy 
body of excellent timber on its banks; the prairies ad- 
joining are undulating and rich, and the settlements along 
this water course are extensive. . 
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EoMi Fork of Skoal Credtj a stream and a seUleaeat ia 
tiM eastern part of Montgomery conntj. Tbe stmm 
fises in a lar^ prairie in the northern portion of tbe eonaAj, 
rnns sonthwestwardlj, and enters the main creek near 
the aoath side of Bond eonntj. The settlement cxtcads 
along the timber which lines its banks and the laad is 
tolersbly level and fertile. 

Eaai Fiotk of SUoer Crrdk rises, in die northeastern part 
ef Madison county, and unites with tiie West or main feik 
a short distance below the Marine settlement. 

E£mh%trgf a town site in Sangamon conoty, in Uiirteen 
north, two west, S8 miles southeast from SpringMd. 
Three stores, one grocery, one tavern, and a doxen families, 
surrounded with an excdient country along the soath fwk 
oi Sangamon river. 

EdmommnU Prmrie^ in MeDonongfa county, six miles 
southwest from Macomb, is from one to two miles wide, 
ten miles long, and contains twenty-five or thirty £Mni- 
lies. 

EBWAaDtmxB, the seat of justice for Madison coonfy, 
is situated on sections two, three, and eleven, of toam> 
ship four north, in range eight west of the third principal 
meridian, twenty-one miles northeast from St. Lonts, on 
tfie Springfield road, and twelve miles southeast fhnn 
Alton. It has a court house and jail of bricic, a land o^ 
fice for Edwardsviile district, seven stores, two taverns, 
two physicians, four lawyers, a castor ml factory, various 
mechanics, and about seventy families. Here is also an 
aeademy and a commodious building. The Baptists and 
Methodists each have honses of worship. The inhabi- 
tants are generally industrious, intelligent, moral, and a 
larve proportion professors of roligioo. 

The locatioB of Edwardsviile is pleasant, on high 
ground, healthy, and in the centro of a fertile, wdl wa* 
tered, and well timbered country, settled with enterprising 
farmers. It is in latitude thirty-eight degrees forty-fiva 
minntes north. 

£Amv^« A^Oemai^ is in the Bordi part of Pike eonnty, 
on Mcfianey's creek. 
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EduHtrda Mver rises in the prairies of Henry coanty, 
fifteen nortii, four east, runs west through Mercer coun« 
ty, where it turns south and enters the Mississippi near 
the Upper Yellow Banks. The country on this river is 
undulation, the iimber in skirts and groves, the prairies 
large, and a supply of good water. 

Sight Mile Prairie^ in the southwest corner of Frank* 
Hn county, eighteen miles southwest from Frankfort, 
level, and has a dense population. It is from one to two 
miles in diameter. 

Elbridge Post office, in Edgar county, 10 miles from 
Paris, on the road to Terre Haute. 

Eigin^ a town site on Fox river, in the south part of 
McHenry county. 

Ellisvjlkf in Fulton county, on the west side of Spoon 
river, near the north side of seven north, two east. It 
has three stores, one tavern, a mill and a dozen families. 

A large prairie lies west. The land on the river ia 
rather broken and timbered. 

Situation twenty miles northwest from Lewistown. 

Ellison^ a small stream that rises in the prairies of War- 
ren county, runs west, and enters the Mississippi six miles 
below Henderson river. It has a fine settlement, and a 
rich body of land on its banks. 

Elkheart Crrovty in Sangamon county, north of Sanga- 
mon river, and about twenty miles northeast from Spring- 
field, in eighteen north, three west. It is a beautiful 
ffrove of timber, containing six or seven hundred acres, on 
the right hand of the great road leading to Peoria, Ottawa, 
and Chicago. The timber is oak, walnut, linden, hickory, 
sugar tree, etc. 

The prairie adjoining is rich soil, rather wet, and fur- 
nishes fine summer and winter range for cattle. 

Several families are settled here. 

Elkhom^ a stream that rises in Washington county, 
south of Nashville, runs norUiwest, and enters the Kas- 
kaskia river. The country on its borders is tolerably 
level, and has a largo settlement. A post oflice is here. 

EUchom Grove is in Jo Daviess county, west of Buffa-. 
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loe groTe. It is nine miles long, and from one to 
miles wide. A beaotiful prairie sorroands it, and Elkhora 
creek passes through it. 

Eikkunt Crtek^ in Jo Dariess coantj. It rises sear 
Red Oak groTe, passes throogh Elkbom grore, rsos scwik- 
west, and enters Rock riTcr twenty miles below Dixos's 
fciTT. 

Here is a beaotifol coontry, and the timber is grores. 

Elk PrmrU lies between the little Madd j and Beascssp 
creeks, in Perrj coaotr, and is aboat five miles in extcst. 
It is dry and tolerably level; soil second rate, and Iks 
settlement contains aboat twenty-five families. 

Elm Bher^ a branch of the Liule Wabash. It rises is 
two heads, in the Twelve Mile prairie, in Claj cossty, 
north of the Yincennes road, and taking a sootlieastna 
direction, enters the Little Wabash in Wayne eossty. 
The west branch of Elm river bears the name of Rscoos 
creek. 

Embarras JZn«r, (pronounced Embrmf In Fr.) a roosi- 
derable stream in the eastern part of the stated It rises 
in Champaign coonty, eighteen north, nine east, sear the 
eonrces of the Kaskaskia, the two Vermilions, and the 
Sangamon rivers. It rans south through Coles cosntj, re- 
ceives several smaller streams, enters Jasper, torvssooih- 
east across a comer of Crawford, passes throogh Lav 
county, and enters the Big Wabash, about six miles 
low Yincennes. The country on the Embarras is varic 
though there is much good land. Towards its head the 
prairie greatly predominates, the timber being in groves, 
and narrow strips along its banks. In Coles county, notik 
of Charleston, the timber is from two to six miles wide. 
Below that place it gradually widens to the disunce of 
eigtit or ten miles. 

It consists of the varions qcalities common on this side 
of the sute. Generally the prairies through which 
it flows are second rate for more than half its lenaih 
from its mouth. Its bottoms are inundated in very high 
floods. Xhe main stream and its branches afford many 
^ood mill seats. From the vicinity of Lawreoceville to 
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Vinceimes, in high freshets, the Embarras and Big Wa- 
bash unite their waters and spread over the country for 
seven or eight miles in extent. Hence, from this occa- 
sional obstruction to travellingr on the old *^ Fincennea 
traeej'*^ as the obscure path through the prairies ta Kas^ 
kaskia was then called, the early French explorers gave 
the name ^^ Embarras*^ to this stream. 

JEmbarrc^t a town site in Coles county, one half mila 
east of the Embarras river, at the junction of the national 
road and the road from Palestine to Shelbyville, twenty 
miles south of Charleston, and fifty-two miles east of 
Vandalia. Good springs of water, high, rich, undulating 
prairie, and abundance of fine timber are said to belong to 
the conveniences of this location. 

Embarraa Settlement^ in Coles county. I have given 
this name to an extensive tract of country thinly populated, 
extending along the west side of the Embarras, and north 
of Charleston. The quality of the land is on a medium 
with the rest of Coles county. South of Charleston, and 
OQ the same side, the country is thinly settled. 

Eminence^ a town site near Sugar creek in Tazewell 
county. 

Emmettsburg^ a Roman Catholic Irish and German set- 
tlement, or hamlet, on the line of the canal, eight miles 
above Juliet. 

English Settlement is in Morgan county, west of Jack- 
sonville, on Cadwell's, Walnut and Plum creeks. There 
are about one hundred fiimilies, mostly from Yorkshire, 
England, and farmers. They appear to be well pleased 
with the country, and to be accumulatinjpr property. 

English Settlement^ in the east part of Monroe county, 
is on Prairie de Lonof creek, in township three south, 
eight west. It contains about forty families, amongst 
whom are a number of English Catholics. 

Equality, the seat of justice for Gallatin county, si- 
tuated on the north side of Saline creek, on section fifteen, • 
Bine south, eight east. It has nine stores, four groceries, 
two taverns, a brick court house forty feet square, two 
stories high^ and neatly finished, a number of mechanics 
!?♦ 
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of different trades, and aboat seventy or eighty fiuulKS. 
It is sitaated in the Ticinity of the salt mannfariorica^ 
fonrteen miles sooth of Shawneetown. 

The adjacent coortry sooth and west is brokca sad 
Toovh; north and east is moch ^ood land. 

Elvira Settlement ^ in Johnson coonty, on Liek ertdk^ a 
branch of Cash riTer. It is about fifteen miles northwest 
from Vienna, and contains thirty or forty femilies. Tte 
land is rich and level. 

"Eatexi Settlement^ in the forks of Spoon river, §■ tW 
western part of Potnam county, townships twelve nk 
thirteen north, in ranve six east from the foorth prioetpal 
meridian. The surface is nndulating, excellest timWr, 
rich prairie, i^ood water, stone quarries, a saw and grist 
mill, and about fifty families. The post office is calM 
Wyovnn^. 

E^es*9 Prairie^ in Franklin county, fourteen miles •ertk 
of Frankfort, is level, dry, and has a thin popnlatioB ob 
its borders. 

Emm's Settlemuntj on the north side, and near tbe bead 
of Cash river, and on the eastern border cf Union coaaty. 
It has about forty families. 

Ewnreroff, the seat of justice of Effingham eoeaty, is 
situated on the national road, twenty-nine miles from 
Vandal ia, in a northeastern direction, on the west bssk 
of the Little Wabash river, and oo sectios Axm^ aevea 
north, five east. The site is elevated, and ssnossded 
with timber. Opposite is the bottom land of tbe Little 
Wabash, about one foorth or a mile wide, and is hi^b 
Hoods oeeasionally inundated. Ewinvton will probably 
become a pleasant village, though but little improveawst 
is yet made. 

Ewimg*9 Fa*j a branch of the Middle Fork of tbe Bi« 
Muddy river, in Franklin eonnty. 

Exeter, a town site and post office on tbe MaovsiselefTe, 
in Morgan county, fourteen miles west of Jacksosville. 
It has a large flooring mill, two or three stores, aod sbost 
fillees fiuniliesy and is surrounded with a Ivge seltis- 
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Eyman's Settlement, in St. Clair county, four miles 
southwest of Belleville — a mixture of timber and prai- 
rie. 

Fairfield, the seat of justice for Wayne county, is on 
the border of Hargrave's prairie, on section six, township 
two south, range eight east. It contains three stores, one 
tavern, a handsome brick court house, and about twenty- 
five families. Large quantities of castor oil are manufac- 
tured at a press located here, belonging to Messrs. Leech 
& Turney. 

FcUrJield is a .small but pleasant settlement in the 
northwestern part of Hancock county, in seven north, 
eight west. 

Fairfield ?i town site in Adams county, on section eleven, 
township one north, range eight west, and has 10 or 13 
families surrounded with a large settlement called Bear 
creek. 

Fair Mount, a pleasant siuation in the Macoupin prai- 
rie, Greene county, sixteen miles a little west of south 
from Carrollton. 

Fall Creek is a small stream in Adams county, eight 
miles long, which enters the Mississippi a few miles be- 
Jow Quincy. 

Fancy Creek, a small branch of the Sangamon river. 
It rises in the prairies, takes a westerly course, and enters 
the river below the junction of the North and South Forks. 
The country is level, and the population considerable. 

Fancy Farm, a poet office in Franklin county, 9 miles 
east-southeast from Frankfort. 

Fanning*8 C^eek, a small branch of Apple creek, eight 
or ten miles long, in Morgan county, and has a dense 
population of about two hundred families. 

Farm Creek, a small stream in Tazewell county, that 
runs wedt and enters the Illinois river opposite Peoria. 
Its bottoms are rich, bluffs broken, with white oak timber, 
and occasionally cedar. It is a mill stream. 

Farmington, a town site and post office in the northeast 
corner of Fulton county, on the road from Canton to 
Knoxville. Elegant, rich, and rolling prairie aroubd. 
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FkydU, a towB site and post oQke is Gntmm eo^rtr. 
adjoiaiog Macoopui coobij, on aectioBS twetve mmk tkff- 
teeo, township teo north, ten west, and on the road fwmm 
Alton to Jacksonville. It has two stofes and aevcnl fift- 
■lUies. 

FoytiUmlU^ a town site on the west side of tke Kasfcsn- 
kia riYer in St. Clair county, 16 miles s on t b ea s t firaa 
BelleTille, lon^ known as Polliam*s ferrj. It is ob cln-> 
fated groaod and a good situation for a town site. 

Fteer Baerj in Jo DaTiess coootj, rises near tW Plane 
Mounds in two branches, the East and West forks, rvns 
a southwesterly course past Galena, and eaten tke Mis- 
sissippi seven miles sooth of that p-ace. It is navigaUn 
at all times to Galena by steamboau of any siae, aad in 
high water, two miles above. For this distance it is dety 
and sluggish. 

The stream abore Galena runs with a swift cniw n ft 
over a rocky and gravelly bottom, is foil of lEne fisb,aad, 
like all the streams in this r^on, it is fod with pens- 
nial springs. 

In the East Fork settleoMat, which is twelve oulcsnnaK 
from Galena, the timber is s^rce, but there is mneh cb> 
cellent prairie, and the lead mines are the beat in Illinois. 
PopnlatioB of farmers and miners about fifty families. 

On the West Fork or main creek is a considefable aeS> 
tlement, and some good &rms. The allnvkm os the 
stream is fine, and a tolerable supply of timber. This 
settlement is eight miles in a direct course, and twelvn 
miles the travelled way, northeast from Galena. 

Fever river has been incorrectly called ffiwn nrer 
(Riviere as Feve, Fr.) We have given its proper saans 
from two naditionary aeeonnts. 

The first is, that in early tisM the Indians were ear- 
ned olT by a mortal sickness, supposed to be the mmaM 
pox. This circumstance gave rise to the name of another 
creek now called SmtaB Fox. The other tradition, asid 
the correct one is« that it derived iu nasw from a French 
trader bj the name of Xc /ore. who settled dcv Hb 
month. 
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Finek'^8 Settlement is on a branch of .the South Fork of 
Spoon river, in the southwestern part of Knox county. 

Five Mile Grove is in the south part of Cook county, 
on the road from Hickory creek to Kankakee and Dan- 
ville. 

Flag Creek, a triflingr stream in Cook county, that rises 
in the prairie between Du Page and Des PJaines, runs 
easterly, and enters Des Plaines below the road from 
Plainfield to Chicago. The land on its borders rather 
"wet. 

F'lat Branch rises, in Shelby county, runs northward, 
and empties into the South fork of ^Sangamon, in the 
northwest corner of the county. The country prairie 
and timber, and a settlement of seventy or eighty fami- 
lies. The bed of the stream is rocky. 

I'lat Prairie, a well cultivated prairie and large settle- 
ment in Randolph county, twenty miles east of Kaskas- 
kia, settled chiefly by Reformed Presbyterians, or Cove- 
nanters, who have a resident minister and a respectable 
society. 

Fiora, a post office in Edgar county, 8 miles east of 
Paris. 

Floria, a town site and settlement in Putnam county, 5 
miles east of Hennepin — a delightful situation. 

ForcTa Ferry, in Gallatin county, on the Ohio, twenty 
miles below Shawneetown, and twenty-five miles south 
of Equality. It is on the great road from the southern 
parts of Kentucky and Tennessee to Illinois and Mis- 
souri. 

Fitrked Creek, a small creek in Will county, and branch 
of the Kankakee. 

A post office of the same name is on it. 

Forks of Sangamon is the name given to the settlement 
near the junction, and between the North and South forks 
of the Sangamon river. It is eight or ten miles south 
of Springfield. The surface is rather wet, level, consi- 
derable prairie land, with large bodies of timber on both 
streams; Here is a large settlement, and a town has 
been laid off, called Bolive. 
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Fork PrmrU^ io Bond roootj, WivefB the Mm mi 
Shoal creek, and from two to eight miles Dorth ol ( 
Tiile« It is geadj uad>ilatiag, aod surrobo^ed victt 
tlemeots. 

Fork SeiiUmumt^ in Clinton coantj, b^veea 
creek and the Kaskaakia riTer, tvelye miles aoaihwcsft- 
erlj from Oarijle. 

Forka ofSpoom. Biter, These are two principal }»Trhti 
that form the heads of this stream, and which fbr fiiiiue- 
tioo I shall call the EaM and We^ forks. 

The EaU Fork rises in fifteen north, six c^Et, rans 
south, through townships foorteeo, thirteen, aad twelve^ 
of the same range, where it tons west, and mirani ihm 
West fork, receiTiog in its coarse a nombcr of ■■■r<i 
streams. There is mnch excellent land on this fbtk: aad 
its branches; prairie predominatHt, bnt it is ^ewoailly 
dry and rich, with groves and points of timber, aad mamj 
fine spriogs. 

The Wtal Fork^ rises in the southeast part of ] 
cocntj, in township foarteen north, five 
S€Hitheasterlj coorse, and anites with the East fork 
the township line between four and ^^^ east. Thei 
try adjoioing is similar to that on the East fork, < 
that the sar&ee is more nodulatin^. Hie timber is | 
and in considerable bodies. Near the jonction of i 
streams is much exceileot timber, with a strip of fertiSs 
prairie between. Here is a considerable settle 
grist and saw mill, and a post office. It is 
called Essex'i Sdtltmad. 

Fort Ckarfra was a large stone fort, bnilt by the Ficach, 
while in possession of Illinois. It is situated half a wis 
from the Mississippi, and three mi'.es from Praiiie d« 
Rocher, in the northwestern part of Randolph eonn&y. 

It was originally built by the French in 1730, to ilffrad 
themselves against the Spaniards, who were then fiki^ 
possession of the country on the IfississippL It mas 
rebuilt in 1756. The circumstances, character, form aad 
history of this fort are interesting, but I have not tomm 
in this place to give them. Once it was a most fnnnidi 
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We piece ofmasonry, the materials of which were brought 
three or four miles from the bluffs. It was onsrinally 
an irregular quadrangle, the exterior sides of which were 
490 feet in circnmfference. Within the walls were the 
commandant's and commissary's houses, a magazine for 
stores, barracks, powder magazine, bake house, guard 
house and prison. 

This prodigious military work is now a heap of ruins. 
Many of the hewn stones have been removed by the people 
to Kaskaskia. A slough from the Mississippi'approached 
and undermined the wall on one side in 1772. Over the 
whole fort is a considerable growth of trees, and most of 
its walls and buildings have fallen down and lie in one 
promisonons rain. 

Fori Edwards is situated on the Mississippi in the 
southern part of Hancock county, five miles below the 
foot of the Lower rapids, and directly opposite the mouth 
of the river Des Moines. This was a military post till 
within a few years past, situated on a high rocky bluff" of 
sand stone, which does not show itself on the surface. 

The country back is well timbered for a short distance, 
is of good soil and is now partially settled. Native alum 
is said to be found in considerable quantities near this 
site. Opposite the water is deep, the current gentle, and 
affords a good landing. When the river is low this will 
be the place to which the produce of the interior will be 
Brought. A town called Warsaw is near this place. 

Fort Massac^ formerly a militanr post, situated on the 
Ohio river, on the dividing line of Johnson and Pope coun- 
ties, eight miles below Paducdh at the mouth of the Ten- 
nessee. ** A fort was erected here by the French when in 
possession of the western country. The Indians, then at 
war with them, laid a curious stratagem to take it. A 
number of them appeared in the day time on the opposite 
side of the river, each of whom was covered with a bear 
skin and walked on all fours. Supposing them to be 
bears, a party of the French crossed the river in pursuit of 
them. The remainder of the troops left their quarters to 
see the sport. 
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** In the mean tine a large body of waniorSv vW wiv 
concealed in the voods near bj« came sileatlj behud Ae 
fort, entered it without opposition, and vefj few of the 
French escaped the massacre. Tbej aRerwards bw^t 
another fort on the same gronnd and called it Maaame, nn 
memory of this disastroos event.''* 

In 1750 they abandoned the position. After the icvn- 
lationary war the Americans lepaiied or rebniltiuaBd 
kept a garrison here for several years. The b«i^cin^ 
are now desUoyed. According to Ellicott, the htin^ 
of Fort Massac is 37 degrees 15 minoles north. 

Foater*9 SetUameni^ in the southeast comer of M cl>»- 
Boogh county, on the head of Sugar creek. 

FotUr*9 Setiiememij of sixty or seventy families, lies «k 
Mounse's creek, five miles south of Dentnr. 

Fountain Cretk, a small stream in Monroe cnaaty. H 
rises in New Design seulement, mnning first nwibfiwi, 
then northwest, and finally bending round to the sosth- 
west it enters the Mississippi river in section seven, tksrm 
south, eleven west. It is also called Eagh, and by tb» 
early French explorers, UJhgk creek. 

Foumimm Biuff^ frequently called the ** Big^HUi^ m 
Jackson county. It is a singularly formed esainence, ss 
locky bluff on the Mississippi, six miles above the month 
of the Big Muddy river. It is of an oval ^ape, ei gh t 
miles in circumference, and with an elevation of 300 fiecc 
The western side is on the river, and the top is I 
foil of sink holes, with shrubs and scattering 
The north side is nearly perpendicular rock, but the \ 
side is sloping, and ends in a fine rich tract of soil, « 
ed with Sums. East is an extensive and low boUom i 
lakes and swamps. 

Fine spriiigs of limpid water gnsh ont from the foot «f 
this bloflToo all sides. 

North, and along the bank of the Mississippi, is dij 
and rich alluvion with a line of farms, known by the naann 
of the ^Settlement under the filnC" 

•Sec BedL«k Gaxetteer, Art. /W< 
Sketches of LooiMM. 
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Fountcdndale, a floarishin? settlement in the forks of 
the Du Page, Cook county, thirty miles west of Chicagro. 
Here are perennial springs, beautiful timber, rich soil, 
extensive prairies, and good society of industrions and 
enterprising farmers. The Methodists and Presbyterians 
have congregations and constant preaching. 

Fountain Green^ a town site and post office in Hancock 
county, on section twenty-eight, township six north, range 
five west, ten miles northeast from Carthage. A flourish- 
ing settlement. 

Four Mile Prairie^ in Perry county, adjoining Pinck- 
neyville, is seven miles long, and four miles wide. It is 
an elevated, dry, undulating, and fertile tract, with a 
dense settlement, and lies between the Big Beauconp and 
Little Elm creeks. 

Fourteen Mile Prairie^ in Effingham county, receives its 
name from its distance along the national road. It lies 
east of Ewington, is generally level, but has some dry land 
and good points of timber. 

B^ River^ one of the principal branches df the Illinois. 
It rises in the Wisconsin territory, passes through a 
series of small lakes about the boundary line, and enters 
the Illinois river at Ottawa. 

- Its general course is south. At the boundary line its 
width is forty-five yards. 

Several bodies of fine timber line its banks, especially 
about the mouth oi Indian Creek and the Big Woods. At 
the rapids, five miles above its mouth, are most extensive 
water privileges. 

Here the river is from eighty to one hundred yards 
wide, with the bed and banks of coarse grained sand 
stone. The rapids are sixteen feet descent, and both 
sides of the river will admit of mills and machinery for 
three-fourtblB of a mile, with inexhaustifaie supplies of 
water. 

The deficiency of timber near this spot is the only draw- 
back upon it; but inexnaustible bodies of coal are to be 
found but a few miles distant. 

It furnishes a vast amount of water power, and can be 
18 • 

Digitized by Google 



206 AOAXfTISBK 




easily made mmgMe bj damm and sladk ^ 

Uie towB of Eigin war the soQtk put of McHewj f 

it U m deep slogfish stieani* eoaoeeied vitk a snui^ «£ 

lakes, and is aavigable within fifteea miles of Jiiii 

kee. Hence, wiiii saall czpesse, a savigaUe < 

cation maj be opened firon Lake Miebifas bj T' 

and Fax liver. 

/or iZncr, a tribotarj of ibe Little Wabasb, « 
tbe coandes of Claj and Lavieaee. It fises 
coantj, nins soath, and enters tbe Little Wabasb near ifee 
line of Edwards conncj. Tbe land aloaf^ its ei 
aboot second qnaliij for tbis portion of tbe Mate. 

/or iZncr, ia tbe nortbeastem part of Wbiae 
It is a bayoo tbat pou oot from the Bi^ Wabnek* maaTa 
few miles, and again enters tbat rirer. Tbe laie Monm 
Birbeek, Esq., known as one of tbe Engtisb eaaignnts 
to Edwards connty, and antborof **Xc<lcr> yi — TUT — " ■ , * 
was anfortnnately drowned in attempting In swim ibii 
stream on borsebacfc. 

Ihr Biwer post oftce, is near Fox riser in Wbiic < 

/VBbefs,a small settlement between tbe forks of S 
river, and tbe boiden of Uenij eonn^, tbirteea 
foar east. 

/rmdUuK Gfsne, in Ogle eonn^, lies between Grand De- 
tonr and Winnebago inlet witb seven or eigbft ' 
nettled aroond iu 

FnASKFonr is tbe sent of jnsties for Franklin < 
on section twenty, seven sontb, tbins east of tbe 
principal meridian. 

It is sitnaled on elevated groand, and baa iva alanes. 
two groeeties, one tavern, witb a bbekaaattb, wag na 
maker, saddler, and tanyaid, togalber witb a bone anill, 
a distillery, and 150 inbabitaata 

FramkUm^ a towa site aad poet oflfee ia Moignn i 
thirteen miles sootbeast 6am Jacksonville. It I 
atoref, one grocery and twenty fomiMes. 

Frmaa^a Cwttk rises near tbe base line, ia 
connty, mns west, and foils into tbe sontb pron^ of 
creek* Alongitaielineformsandabeantifoli 
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Frtf^s Seiihmtnt is on the borders of a handsome prai- 
rie, in the southeastern part of St. Clair county, be- 
tween the two Mud creeks, eighteen miles from Belle- 
Tille. 

Frendi. Qrove^ in Putnam county, sixteen north, seven 
east — a small grove settled around; prairie dry and undu- 
lating. 

French Qrove, a small settlement in the northwestern 

ftart of Peoria county, on the branches of Spoon river, 
t contains three or four sections of excellent timber 
in groves, with abundance of rich, dry rolling prairie 
around it. 

French Settlement, in the southeastern part of Lawrence 
county, ten miles from Lawrenceville, is a timbered tract, 
and rather broken. Of the population, which consists of 
sixty families, about one half are French. 

French Ftiiagc, in St. Clair county, called formerly 
LittU French village, was formed by settlers from Ca- 
hokia about forty years since. It lies on the bottom, 
near the blufis, on the road from Belleville to St. Louis^ 
and contains fifteen or twenty families. 

Friends Creek, a branch of the North fork of Sangamon, 
in Macon county, sixteen miles northeast from Decatur. 
The land is good, and the settlement large. 

FunkU Grove, a settlement in McLean coAnty* twelve 
miles southwest from Bloomington. The grove is ronnd- 
ish in form, contains about eight square miles; and lies 
on the main branch of Sugar creek. It has an excellent 
soil, fine water, and is monopolised by a family connec- 
tion of the name of Funk, from Ohio, who raise large 
numbers of cattle. 

Fulfer^s Creek, near the south border of EflSngham 
county, enters the Little Wabash below Brockett's set- 
tlement. There is a considerable quantity of good land 
on its banks, and a settlement of twelve or fifteen fami- 
lies. 

Fulton, a town site at the mouth of the Ohio river, 
where it is contemplated to erect a monument to the me- 
mory of Robert Fulton, whose inventive powers in the 
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applicatioB of steam to mmgxiioB is last 

the iiDmeiiae regions of the vallej of tke Misniisippi iato 

the gardeo of tl^ vorld. 

Mereaotile enterprise will nadoabtedly jei trioapk 
over the obstroetioos of oators, mad eiecl a Bf acio a i city 
at the moath of the Ohio rirer. 

Gagme^ a slaggish stream that nus soathwest iato tWs 
Mississippi, and forms the hooodaiy lioe bctveea Jtaa- 
dolpb aad Jackson eoonties. 

Galkha is the seat of jostiee for Jo Davieas esvaCy, 
and the principal totni in the lead mine coaatry. It is 
pleasantly simated on Ferer river, and cm the fosrik 
principal meridian. It has eifhteeo or twenty stsrea. a 
doiea groceries, four taverns aind hotels, a printing oAe» 
that publishes the ^ Gtaidit^ a weekly paper, fow law- 
yers, three physicians, two schools, two prcachera, a 
pipe and sheet lead manofactoiy, a floor and saw miiL, 
a gunsmith, silTersmith, saddler, tailor, sereral cafpcsten* 
blacksmiths, brick and stone masons, etc 

There are aboat three hnndred ^milies and tss as 
twelve hundred inhabitants. Fever liver is navigahln 
for steamboats to the town. 

G^ Gnmt^ lies in Ogle county, to the north of the iiiai 
from Dixonville to BniEdoe grove. Three sectioMS of 
timber. 

Gardai Prmine^ between Richland and Rock cre^s, in 
Sangamon coun^, is a level, rich, beautiful prairie, tw» 
miles wide, and six or eight miles long, fooiteeB milaa 
north wesleriy from Sprii^;field, and contains a popolifisB 
of one hundred and fifty nmilies. 

GersMmjr, a settlement of Peonsylvaaia Germans, in 
Sangamon county, four miles aOTtheast from Springfidd* 
smI near the mouth of Sugar creek. 

Citnt9a is a post oflice and town site in Morgan conaty, 
about ten miles southwest from Jackaonville. 

GmrgtU Creek heads in the interior of Johnson coonty, 
runs sooth, and eoten the -ponds b^ween the Big Bmj 
creek and Cash river.* The land is tolerably rich, aad 
the settlement contains twenty-five or thirty fag ^il^f!^ 
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Georgetown, a post town and Tillage, containing about 
twenty families and three stores, situated on the north 
side of the Little Vermilion, in eighteen north, eleven 
west, in Vermilion county, ten miles south of Danville. 
A fine country, and flourishing settlements around it. 

Georgetown, a town site in Sangamon county, twenty 
miles northeast from Springfield, between Lake fork and 
Salt creek, in section nineteen, eighteen north, two west. 

Georgetown, in the eastern part of Randolph county, 

contains one store, two groceries, a mill, and seven or 

-eight families. The post office is called " Steele^s Mill,'* 

Gilead, the former seat of justice of Calhoun county, 
is situated at the foot of the bluffs, three-fourths of a mile 
from the mouth of Salt Prairie slough, on section eight, 
eleven south, two west. 

It has two stores, and a dozen families. 

Gilham'*8 Settlement is in Bond county, nine miles east 
of north from Greenville. 

The land is of inferior quality, consisting of ^th timber 
and prairie. 

Gitmore^s Settlement is on Crooked creek, in Clinton 
county, on the road to Shawneetown, twelve miles south- 
east of Carlyle. 

Crirard, a town site in the northeast part of Macoupin 
county, on the road from Alton to Springfield. 

GoLcoNDA is situated on the south side of Lusk's creek 
and north bank of the Ohio. It is the county seat of Pope, 
and has three stores, one grocery, two taverns, and about 
twenty dwelling houses, chiefly framed and brick. The 
court house is of brick, thirty-six feet square, two stories, 
with a neat cupola. It is situated on the fractional town- 
ship thirteen south, in range seven east of the third prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Goose Creek enters tfie North fork of Sangamon, in 
Macon county, twenty-five miles northeast from Decatur. 

Goshen is the oldest settlement in Madison county, 
along the bluffs, west aud so'ithwest of Edwardsville, 

Grable*8 Settlement, in Gallatin county, is sixteen miles 
west from Equality, on the road to Frankfort. 
18* 
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It is a larse settlement, with eoasidenbletneto of good 
farming Und. 

Grakam'^t SeUlement, in Alexander coootj, oo tko 
north side, twentj-6ve miles northwest from America. 
The oplaad is thin soil, hot there is a rich bottom oa a 
branch of Cash river, which raos through this settle- 
ment. 

Grafion is a town recently laid of^., two miles below 
the month of the Illinois, in Greene county. It is si- 
tuated on a strip of elevated land, under the blefls, aW 
on the banks of the Mississippi, and has a good land- 
ing. It is on fractional section fifteen, township eight 
north, in range twelve west from the third princi|nl meri- 
dian. 

Several Islands in the Mississippi make this point tlw 
real junction of the Illinois and Mississippi rivers, as to 
navigation. 

The country a few miles back is rich, and becoasing 
densely |mpulated. 

Graftoins twenty-four miles from Carrolltoo, and tea 
miles from St. Charles, in Missoori, and must sooa bc c oi e 
a thoroughfare for travelling from the Sangamon country 
across the Mississippi to St. Charles, and the regioBS 
along the Missoori river. It has a post office, several 
stores and warehouses, 400 or 500 inhabitants, and pro- 
mises to be a place of considerable business. A charter 
for a rail road from this place through Carrolltoo to Spr ing 
field has been obtained, the company organised aod a pof>- 
tion of the stock taken. A chartered company are aboaC 
to erect a splendid hotel, and a printing office is to be es- 
tablished here in a few weeks and a weekly paper issaod. 

Grand Coic, an eminence in a large prairie, in the eastern 
part of Randolph county. 

Grand Detour^ a singular bend in Rock river, in Ogle 
county, five miles above Dixonville.*^ Here a town of the 
same name, has been laid oflr,and by cutting a canal across 
the neck of the bend for a short distance, a valuable hy- 
draulic power will be gained. An enterprising company 
are engaged in the project. 
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Grand Maraia^ called also Clear Lake, in St. Clair 
county in the bottom, between the French Village and 
Cahokia. 

Chrand Pa8$e, two lakes in the Illinois bottom, at the 
southwest corner of Greene county, so called by the 
French explorers of Illinois, from the snccessive flocks 
of geese seen flying from the one to the other. They 
are connected with Apple creek by a stream called 
Fishing creek. 

Granger's Prairie is in the northwest part of Adams 
county, and is three miles long and from one and a half to 
mile wide. Very rich land. 

Grand Point, a small stream and settlement in Wash* 
ington county, six miles northeast from New Nashville, 
and contains dbout twenty families. The creek runs north 
and enters Crooked ceek. 

Grand Prairie, Under this general name is embraced 
the prairie country lying between the waters which fall 
into the Mississippi, and those which enter the Wabash 
rivers. It does not consist of one vast tract, boundless 
to the vision, and uninhabitable for want of timber; but 
is made up of continuous tracts, with points of timber 

Srojecting inward, and long arms of prairie extending 
etween the creeks and smaller streams. The southern 
points of the Grand prairie are formed in the northeastern 
parts of Jackson county, and extend in a northeastern 
course between the streams of various widths, from one 
to ten or twelve miles, through Peny, Washington, Jef- 
ferson, Marion, the eastern part of Fayette, Effingham, 
through the western portion of Coles, into Champaiffn 
and Iroquois counties, where it becomes connected with 
the prairies that project eastward from the Illinois river 
and its tributaries. A large arm lies in Marion county, 
between the waters of Crooked creek and the East fork 
of the Kaskaskia river, where the Vincennes road passes 
through in its longest direction. This is frequently called 
the Grand prairie. . 

Much the largest part of the Grand prairie is gently 
undulatipg; but of the southern portion considerable tracts 
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mre flmt, a»d of rather iaferior waL No ii 
obstacle exists to its fbtore popalatioo. No portioa of it 
is man than six or eisfat miles distant froa ttoibcr, i 
eoal io aboodaoee is foand is Tsrioos parts. Those y 
hare witnessed the changes pfodoced opoa a prune ssr- 
£m» within twenty or thirty years, consider these exteasi¥e 
prairies as ofleriog no serious impedifliect to the fntne 
growth of the state. 

Grmmd Prmrie, in Crawford connty. The tract €>f prairie 
between the Embarras and Wabash rivers. coiiiflieacsB!^ 
in Cnwford county, and ranning northward throngh Clark: 
and Edgar into Vermilion coooty, is called Grind prai- 
rie, by the dtixens of those coonties. It is not of great 
width, interspersed with long points of timber <m the 
streams, and frequently throwing oat arms of prairie lami. 
between those streams. 

The prairie soil in this region is not eqnal in qnalitj in 
that farther north and west. With the excepiioo of the 
sand prairies along the Wabash, the soil is thinn^, Itam 
nndnlating, and more inclined to be wet. 

Gramd Tbioer, a perpeodicalar saod rock rising fron ths 
bed of the Mississippi, near the Missouri side, and a shtmt 
distance abore the mouth of Big Muddy river. The top 
is lerel, sereojtj or eighty feet high, and supports a strafina 
of soil on which are found a few stunicHl cedara mmd 
shrabs. Here are indications that a barrier of rock oace 
extended across the Mississippi, and formed a graad 
cataract. The bed of the river, at a low stage of water 
still exhibits a chain of sunken rocks. The " Dewih 7hn 
DMtt** ** Back Bontj^ etc are names given by the boat- 
men of the Mississippi to the singularly formed, abrapt, 
and romantic precipices that line the bai&s of that river hi 
the vicinity of the Grand Tower. 

Grand Ftew^ a village in the sooth westera part of Edgar 
county, ten miles from Paris, and on the state road to 
Yandalia. It is on, and sorrobuded by a beautifal, rollinif 
rich prairie, near the head waten of fiig creek. A post 
oflke is here. 
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Crrauy Creek, in FrankliD county, a branch of Crab 
Orchard. Good land. 

GraysvilU, a town of fifteen or twenty families and a 
comreaient landing on the Big Wabash, in the northeast 
comer of White county, and at the mouth of the Bon Pas 
creek. 

It has 3 stores, 1 grocery, 3 taverns, one steam saw and 
grist mill and 100 inhabitants. Exports about jgll 00,000; 
loiports, $30,000 per annum. 

This is a convenient place of deposit for Edwards 
county. 

Qregory^s Settlement^ in Clinton county, fifteen miles 
northwest of Carlyle. 

Crreen Plains, a post oflice and settlement, in Hancock 
county 8 miles southeast of Warsaw. 

Chreenfield, a town site near Lick creek, in Sangamon 
county, fifteen miles southwesterly from Springfield on 
sections three and ten, fourteen north, seven west, Here- 
dith^R mills are in the vicinity. 

GreenJUUL, a town site in Gseen county, in String 
prairie, 10 miles east from Carrollton. It has two stores, 
a carding machine and a dozen families* 

Greenfield, a town site in Putnam county, near the 
head of the Bureau timber, on section twenty-four, eighteen 
north, ten east. It has half a dozen houses. 

Chreenup, a town site and post office, on the National 
Road east of the Embarras, in Coles county. It has 
2 stores, 2 saw and one grist mill and about 20 families. 

Greenville, the seat of justice for Bond county, is a 
pleasant village on the East fork of Shoal creek, on sec- 
tion ten, township five north, in range three west of the 
third principal meridian. 

It has 4 stores, 3 taverns, 3 physicians, 1 lawyer, va- 
rious mechanics, and 2po inhabitants. The court house 
is a two story frame building, unfinished. 

Greenes SetilemerU, in Bond county, seven miles south- 
west from Greenville. The country around is proportioned 
into timber and prairie. 

Green River has its rise in the Winnebago and other 
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swanps IB Ogle aad Henry eiMBtics, rass a ^ 
throagh Heorjr coaoty, and eoteis Roek river n I 
teYeoteen iiorUi« one wesL, It is m deep sleOTiih i 
well adapted to oarigatioa aad below iht ■■■■pi feas 
■aeh iae land bocb timber aad prairie. 

Gnggtmlkf a Iowa site aad post oflke ia Pike caaBtv, 
eigbt aulas Bortbeast from Pittsfield, oa sectioas fcfteea asl 
tweaty-two, foor soatb, diree arest. It is foor aules wcat 
c»f Pbillip's ferry oo the fUiaoia iivar,oa faigb ^isaad.aaJ 
oa tbe bolder of a large, aadalatiB^ prairie, aad aam 
ed witb good settlemeots.^ 

Grcadhtfsne /Me, a braaeh of Crooked cteek, ia the s 
part of M cDoooogli cooatj. 

GriMwMM Pmt OJke is ia Lodnrood*s 
Haoiiltoo eoaatj, tweaty miles aortk of Eqaality. 

Irfvs Pdcaf ia a prosMWtory tbat pats iaio Lake] 
gaB,tweivemilea above Cbieago. Itis twea^ficctkigk. 
■r ojcct a two baa d itd jarda iato tlw lake, rkk, timfcuud 
laaid, aad settled aroaad. 

Gfocefaad; a post offee aad towa site, ia Tasewcfl eoaa- 
tj, oa seetioa tweotj-sevea, toarasbip twea^-five aortk, 
i five west, aad oa the road from Spriagield to Pe- 



r GaiuoBift, the aew eooaty aeat of Calkooa coaatr, is 
aitoated oo the west side of the Illiaois river, ia fi ii tinaif 
towaship elevea sootb, two west, oae aiile below aad a^ 
posite the aioatb of tbe Maeoapia. It has beea i 
laid off aad is said to be well ntaaied for I 



A eompaaj has beea cliartaed to cot a caaal from tka 
Mississippi aear Gilead, the former seat of jostiee, to tke 
Illinois river at Gnilford. The distaace does aot exceed 
three aiiles, aad by tonoeling a short distaace aader tka 
blaii^ it is said the work can be aeeomptished, aad a 
steamboat canal eo usti acted at comparatively small cx- 
peime. This commnDicatioa would save fifty milea aavi- 
gatioa from the Illioois river to the Upper Mississippi, 
aad, as the latter is elevated coosideiaUy above ^ 
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fonner, ereate an imineDse water power, which js the ob- 
ject of the company. 

Crum*B ForL See HendenorCs SettUmtni^ Knox county. 
Crun PrtUrie, in Jefferson county, six miles south of 
Moant Vernon, two miles long, and one mile wide. The 
land is good, and the settlement contains twenty families. 
Hadley^s Creek rises in the north part of Pike county, in 
fo<kr south, three west, and enters the Spycartee slough. 
The land is undulating but good. 

Hadlty^ a post office and settlement, in Will county, 
eight miles northeast of Juliett, and on the road to Chi- 
cago. 

Hamburgh a landing on tbe Missisaippi, in Calhoun 
county, and the residence of John Shaw, Esq., ten miles 
northwest of Gilead. The landing is said to be good, 
and the bank high. Here is a post office of the same 
name. 

Hammei^s Settlement^ in Coles counly>, on the east side 
of the £mbarras, twenty-two miles north of Charleston. 
The land is good, generally rolling, and the settlement 
has twelve or fifteen families. 

Haneqck Prairie commences abaye Bear cfoek, in Ad- 
ams county. This is an extensive tract of rich prairie, 
tolerably level, which runs through Hancock county, 
enters Warren, and stretches between Henderson and 
Spoon rivers indefinitely north. Its width is various, being 
from ten tu twenty miles. 

A principal road to Rock river and northward passes 
through this prairie. 

Hanover^ a town site in Tazewell county, on sections 
seyenteen and twenty, township twenty-seven north, 
range two west, and on the road from Springfield, via 
Tremont, to Ottawa. A steam mill and several buildings 
are in process of erection. A charter has been obtained 
for a college, which is contemplated to be brought into 
operation by the Baptist Reformers. 

HarderCa Settlement^ in the southeast part of Hancock 
county, on the head and along the North fork of Bear 
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ereek. Tbe laad is exoelleat and wdl wwiettd^ 
tolerable sapply of good timber. 

• Hargmt9 Prmrit^ is Wayne coonty, adjoiniBfr Fair- 
field. It is aboat sefea miles loog and two wide: roUiag. 
and thia soil. Popalatioa about one haadred families. 

jHMbmw'« SMemad is on tbe west side of PtooriaeovB- 
ty, adjoining Foltoa, tweWe miles west from Peoria. 

Hmnuf9 Crttk rises in tbe bloib of tbe Obio river, \m 
Gallatin eonnty, runs a nortb eoorse, and entefs Salina 
ereek, fifteen miles below Equality. Mneb of tbe I 
on iu borders is rongb and broken, interspersed witb t 
of good soil. 

ItorrtJORsiOettbe former seatof jostiee of Monroe eo«B- 
^, situated on tbe east bank of tbe Mississippi, and n e arl y 
opposite Hereulaneum. It is a place of Tory little accoant, 
baving not more tban balf a doien families. 

Bnanna^ a town site and landing on tbe Dlinois river, 
directly opposite tbe montb of Spoon river. 

It bas an eligible situation on a bigb sand ridge, fiflj 
feet above tbe highest floods of tbe river. It is on seetioa 
one, township twenty-one north, in range nne west of dSs 
third principal meridian. 

Havanna is well sitoated to receive the produce aad 
direct tbe trade of a pretty extensive eonntiy on both 
sides of the Illinois river, and is on the great thorongbtee 
from Indiana, by Danville and Bloomington to tbe i 
ties that lie to the west and nortb. 

Bbod Ontk is a branch of Spoon river, twen^ 
long, that rises in the middle part of Knox county, 
east, and enters Spoon river. 

The oountry on its borders is first rate for i 
whieb are forming fast. 

It bas some good mill seats. 

BmwiMu IVnrte, in Greene eoun^, on tbe south side 
of the Macoupin, and nine miles east of south from Car- 
roUton. 

BBzePtSri t i et memt is in Pope county, on the road to Yi- 



Ueodof Jlpplt Crttk is an extensive settlement in the 
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sonflieasteT^ part of Morg;aii coanty, eigliteeti miles fVom 
Jacksonville. 

It is a fertile tract, tolerably level, and has about three 
hand red families. 

Head of Apple Rivet is a settlement in Jo QaviesS 
county, Bootbeast of Gralena. 

Head of Rich/and is a fine settlement of fifty or sixty 
f&cnilies in Sangamon coonty, seventeen north, seven 
west, on Richland creek, fonrteen miles northwest from 
Springfield. 

The land is high, dry, nndtHatin^ and rich. 
Here is an excellent frouring mill by ox power, and a 
carding machine and clothier's works, for dressing cloth. 
Headof Siher Creek^ a settlement in the northeastern 
part of Madison county^ sarrounded with large prairies. 
Head of Wood River, a settlement in the south part of 
Maconpin county. It Is a good tract of land, and the Set- 
tlement is considerable. 

Henderson River rises in Knox connty, takes a soiltb- 
western coarse through Warren, and after receiving 
several branches, enters the Mississippi in ten north, five 
west, through a low and iciundated bottom. * 

It is a beautifal stream, furnishes some good mill seats, 
and has a fine body of timber on its banks. The country 
on Henderson is considered one of the finest bodies of 
land in Illinois. 

Its principal branches are South fork, and Cedar fork*. 
The timber is oaks of various species, hickory, walnut, 
ash, elm, sn'gar maple, linden, etc. 

South Fork of Henderson river rises in ten rtorth, five 
west, runs through an exeetlent body of land and fine set- 
tlements in Warren county. The heads of all the streams 
in this part of the state are in rich and dry land. 

Herukrson Settlement MeS in Knox county, on Hender- 
son river, ten miles north of west from Knoxville. Here 
is a large body of rich timbered land, surrounded with 
dry, ferule, first rate prairies. • The settlement is some^ 
times called Gum's fort. 

H§nder8on*s Creek^ in Greene county, a small stream 
19 
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&at rises new Um Iim of Moifsa eowiftf , i 
eoorae, and empties into Apple creek. 

HnoRpiH, the seat of jsstiee Ibr ] 
silaated is Uie frest bead, sad os Um < 
niiaois river, sod the border of De Pi« pcsiiiev s« aee- 
tioD niiiev towsship thirtj-Uro sortie is rsage tv« waft 
of tbe thUd ptiseipsl OMndiss. Its situsliai is dsfvai 
llie soriaee gestlj aseebdiog firosi tbe nwm^ witk aa 
teosive bodj of rich Isnd adjseesL 

The boctooi opposite is sbost oos nule sad skalf y 
sad oToflowed is hich water. 

This towB was laid off in 1831« andcoataifisteai 
4 groceries, 3 taveras, 3 lawyers, 4 ph js 
teriaa aad Methodist eoagiegations, coort I 
m good school, aad 475 inhabitants. Steai 
to diis place at a moderate stage of water. 

JBtmm*» PrmrU is ia the soathwestera paitof Fo 
coanty. 

Ikrrimgim^U Prmtne^ derea miles aoithi 




Fairfidd, is Wayae eonatj, is ei^t aifles loag, hmm 
two to foor miles wide, sarfiee rolliag, soil aeeoad it^t. 
aad has a settlesBeat of fiflj families 

JSdbry Cndk^ ia Coles csoatj, rises ia the Graad 
prairie, raas soatheast, and eaters the Enahama fiws 
miles bdow Chsriestoa. It is a good adU stresm, wmd 
the laad throagh which it passet is aadalatiag aad nch; 
the settlesMsts coetain 180 Cuulies. 

Hidtanf Creek rises in Cook eoaatj, raas a ■iiiirijf 
coarse, sod eaters the Dee Plaiass aearij opposite Mooaft 
Joliet. Oa its bsaks sre large bodies of eicdleat tim- 
ber, intennized with good prairie laad. The aettlemsata 
are exteasiTe. 

Hukonf Crttkt a staall stream ia Fa jstta eoaatf • It 
rises shoot aiae miles esst of Ysadalia ia the piaiiies, 
nws soathwest, aad eaters the ¥askaskia five nules be- 
low Vandalia. The soil is thin, timber post aad olhsr 
apems of oak^ 

Odmry Creek Fott Ofetj is in Fsjetta eooa^, ia As 
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centre of a large settlement, four and a half miles toath- 
eaat from Vandalia, and on the road to Salem. 

Hickory Chrove^ in Champaign county, on the north 
•branch of salt fork, and 13 miles east of Urbanna. The 
timber is from half a mile to one and a half miles wide, 
and the soil and prairie round first rate.. 

Hickory Chovc^ a post office, and large settlement, on 
the borders of Shoal creek prairie, in Bond countr, nine 
miles south of west from GreenTiUe. The prairie is large 
undolatin?, and rich. The timber adjoining is exeeirent 
and abundant. The settlement contains seventy or eighty 
families and a store. Many European Germans are set- 
tling in the prairie. 

J^ckory Grooe, a settlement near a point of timber in 
the Macoupin prairie, Greene county, twelve miles south 
of Carrollton, and on the road to Alton. The settlement 
is spreading over a fine, rich, prairie, moderately undu- 
lating. 

Hickory Chrove, in McDonou^h county, in seyen north, 
two west, is a small and beautiful tract of timber, on the 
head of Camp fork. This is sometimes called WahkU 
grove. The prairie around it is undulating and rich. 

Htdcory Hill Settlement, in Wayne county, eighteen 
miles west from Fairfield, and on the west side of the 
Skillet fork. It is a mixture of timber and prairie, soil 
second quaility, and population about fifty families. 

Higgins^s Creek, a small stream in Fayette county, that 
enters the Kaskaskia from the west, three miles above 
Vandalia. 

Higgins^s Settlement^ in Crawford county, is five miles 
80«ith of Palestine. 

Highland, 9, town site in the Looking-Glass prairie, 
Madison county, 16 miles southeast from Edwardsville. 

An extensive settlement of Germans is in its vicinity. 

Highland post office and settlement is in Pike county 
between Pittsfield and Atlas. 

High Prairie, a beautiful prairie and fine settlement in 
St. Clair county, eight miles south of I^elleville. 

Highemith^B Settlement, in Crawford county, ten miles 
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ionth of Palestine. Here ere eoneideraUe 

timber is oak, hickory, etc, the soil a medium fsali^, 

thepopolatioo tweoty or twenty-frf e families. 

Hiu^BBoao'v the seat o/ justice for MoBt|enier7 cses^, 
is situated tweiity-ei||[bt miles aorthwest firom Vudalii. 
It has six stores, two taTeras, three biacksauths, thiat 
earpeoters, oae cabinet maker, two pL jsieians, tve Im- 
nenes, one shoemaker, two tailors, o&e tuaer, a pert 
office, 70 families, and about 350 inhabitants. 

K is situated in an elevated lefion, near middle faikef 
Shoid creek. 

The Presbyterian society in this place has built a sast 
brick edifice, in the modern style, for a houae of worship. 

Hillsboro* is a healthy and flourishing town. The 
principal road from Yandalia to SpriagMd, 



belbyrille to Alton, pass through this place. 

ICtemtfe, a town site and poet office on the cmuhmim 
of Coles county, 13 miles from Charleston. . 

HUU^9 Gnm€^ in Tuewell county, lies between littb 
Hackinan and Sugar ereek. It is four miles kmg and tvt 
miles wide, and surface IcTcl; the adjoining ptairie «- 
dulating. 

I£$dge*M Cndkf in Greene coan^, rises in Pntt's pra- 
rie, runs southwesterly, and entere Grrand P an s a . It ii 
also called Hunieanc 

Bodg^9 Fork, a branch of the Macoupin .from the north 
side, which unites with the main stream twelve miles 
east from Carrollton, and near the line of Greene eeesif. 
Towards its head it is called Otter creek. See JM 
fatk ofikt MaffmfJM. 

Hog FrtdrU is in Hamilton county, a lew miles wnt 
of McLeansboro'. It is about two ndles in diimeiiT, 
level, and rather wet. 

HaUerman't Grove^ in La Salle county, is sixteen miks 
northeast from Ottawa, containing about 500 acres ef 
timber, and a seUlemeot of several frunilies. Here is t 
town site and poet office called Lisbon. 

BoUamTM Grove^ a settlement on Farm creek, in Tns- 
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well county. The timber and prairie are first rate. It 
adjoins Peoria lake. 

HoilantTa Grove post office is in the town of l^aMng- 
Um^ which see. 

Honey Creek is a stream that rises in the prairies of 
Warren county, mns west twenty miles, ^ving name to 
a low bottom, and enters the Mississippi, below Ellison. 

Horse Creek rises near the centre of Monroe county, 
r«ins a sootheasterly course into Randolph county, and 
enters the Kaskaskia river, in five south, eight west; 
seTeral settlements lie along this creek where there is 
good timber and prairie land. 

MfToe Creek^ in San&ramon county, rises in the prairies 
towards the head of Alacoupin, and enters the South fork 
of Sangamon about section twenty, fifteen north*, four 
west. 

Horse Prairie, in Randolph county, on Horse creek, a 
rich undulating tract, and eontains forty or fifty families. 

Horse Shoe Lake, in Alexander county, eight or ten 
miles long, and from half a mile to one mile wide. Its 
name indicates its form, and its outlet is into Cash river. 

Horse Shoe Prairie^ is in the Virginia settlement. Mo 
Henry county, 7 miles west of Fox river. 

HowartPs Ssttlement, in Pope County, on Big creek, 
fifteen miles northeast from Golconda, comprises excel- 
lent land, and about seventy or eighty families. 

HowarcTs Settlement, in Madison county, on the borders 
of the Looking Glass prairie, thirteen miles southeasterly 
fjroAi Edwardsville. 

Howard's Settlement, near Potatoe creek, in Fulton 
eoonty, twelve miles south of west from Lewistown. 
The soil is good, of the description called barrens. 

Uoxey^s Settlement, in Madison county, on the West 
fork of Silver creek, nine miles northeast from Edwards- 
ville. The prairie is undulating and rich. 

Hudson, a settlement of New England people in Me 
Lean county, ten miles north of Bloomington, south side 
and in the bend of*Mackinau river. 
19* 
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Hmimm'M Cntk ism tMall Mitmm ia Cmwfivi vmmtttf^ 
that flows ioto the Wabasli. 

Bmimmviiie^ s SBsll t«ws sad^post ofies, •• Hvtssa'^ 
creek, nine miles sorth of Psiestuie, in Cnvlbid eoaa^. 

&^*« SrUlnmnU ob the west sMe of the Giud foi- 
■e, is Clistos eosstj, tlnee aiiles east of Cailyku ▲ 
aek tnet of pisirie, bonieied with hmwj timfcsr 

Mmgk'a atttlumad^ is Alexander cou^, os the wmm. 
side of Cssh river, s e v e s te en niles soith frass Ansnsau 
Mill creek, s brssch of Cssh river, rsss thiosfh it. 

The hottosi end the aplaodsre both good, sW the ssft- 
tlement hss forty or fifty families. 

Burmt^ a town site is Ssagsaon eoanty, oa the aaatk 
side of the SanganoB river, aboat thirty laUea aerth I 
east from Sprii^^d, oa the road to Fslloa c s sai 

Itisa good Mtoation for atown, sad where the ] 
town csaal is profected lo asite with the Siagsiana nvs 
It wss fofsaerly cdled MiUer^s feny. 

Hmriemme SettiamaU^ is the eastera partaf 
■Mry, sad westers part of Fayette eoaatiea. It i 
aloag the timber of Harricaae fork« has s roUisg i 
whidi isbrokea aear the crod^; the timber is \ 
the soil rather this. 

Hmr F u ame, so exteasive se^eaieBt aloag the t 
that oame aod oa the eastera aide of Bead cosety. 
pisirie is rather wet, the timber ezedleat, aad is laifs 
bodies. 

Bmmeam Pott Qffitt is is HarriesBe settlemeat, Meas- 
gomery eoanty, oo the road lirom Vsadalia to nillahsta\ 
sod eqoidlBtaat from tbeae plaees. 

Hmrriemu FsHft a branch of the Ka^sskia liver, i ~ 
near the liae of MoatgosMry and Shelby eoaatiea, 
soath near the westera liae of Fayette coenty, sad i 
the Kasksskis on the right side, tarelve miles below Vsa- 
dalia. The bsoks-of this stresm sre well timbered, aad 
the low bottoms oeeasionally inssdated. 

aUekauU Crttk, s branch of Clesr creek, ia Uaiea 
.coonty,,ten miles from Jooesboro*. 

UtOekaul'M SOiiemaU^ in Peiry cooaty, live mOca i 
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of Phi«;kney vilk. The tnrfaee is ondulating, the soil of a 
middling <)tiatity, and the eetttement small. 

lUinoia Frairit, formerly called fVolf prairie^ com- 
mences near the mooth of the Illinois riTer, in Calhoun 
county, and extends twenty miles alooj^ the foot of the 
bluffs, adjoining the allavion of the Illinois. Its average 
width is one mile and a half, the soil is good and thirty 
families are settled here. 

liUnoia Bivtr^ a beantifol stream of water that passes 
diagonally throoffh the state, and enters the Mississippi 
tweoty miles atrave the mouth of the Missouri. 

It comroences under its proper name at the junction of 
tlie Kankakee and Des Plaines. From thence it runs 
nearly a west course, (receiving Fox xiver at Ottawa, and 
Vermilion near the foot of the rapids,) to Hennepin, in 
township thirty-three north, and in range two west of the 
third principal meridian. Here it curves to the south, 
^ and then to the southwest, receiving a number of tributa- 
ries, the largest of which are Spoon and Sangamon rivers, 
till it reaches Naples. Here it bends gradually to the 
south, and continues that course till v^thin six miles of 
the Mississippi, when it eurves to the southeast, and 
fmally nearly to an east course. Its length, (withoat 
iieckonin$r the windings of the channel in navigation,) is 
about 360 miles. It is navigable at a moderate stage of 
water to the foot of the rapids, 310 miles; and to Ottawa, 
nine miles further, in high water, for steamboats. 

In going up the river at a low stage of water the fol- 
lowing bars and impediments to the navigation exist: 

1. French bar, gravel, twenty miles above the mouth, 
near Smith's ferry— three feet deep at low water. 

3. A bar fourteen miles further up-^hannel close to an 
island— two and a half feet at low stage. 

3. At Hodge'rwarehonse, seven miles above the mouth 
of Apple creek, there is difficulty in getting a point, but 
no bar. 

4. Six miles belo# Naples is a oeatrs bar-^chaonel 
near the side of the river. 
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5. At Meredo«a« is m unow < 
side, bat no getting to the Issdio^ st wtwj low water. 

6. Three foarths of a mile below BesrdstowB is m hsB* 
•xiesdiog^ like a wis; dam, oearlj actoss As mcr, 
ezeeptiog a aarrow passage aear the west sho te, Aoy^ 
boat that eao pass this bar will reach the port of this 
lapids. 

From this imperfect sketch of the uhaiiaitlimi to ih» 
■arigatioD of this river at low water, it will be sees that 
with the compantiTely trifliag ezpease of 1OO,0M 4al-> 
lars« which the legislamre has provided, Ae aavigaiioa sf 
the Illiaois may be made good at all stages of waiar. 

At high floods this river overflows its baaka aad cum» 
its bottoms for a eoasiderable extent. The IfissiaBipfi, 
at extreme high water, backs ap the Illiaois aboot aevoM^ 
miles to the ssoath of the MaovaiaeteriB. 

Besides several villages aad commercial towas, \ 
are spriaging ap oo tiM baaks of the Illiaois, then 
msay lai^iaga for goods, and deposits for piodaesw wh 
temporary warehouses have been erected. 

The commerce^ this river now is exlsasive, and ia- 
ciaasing. with a rapidity, known only in the rich, i 
taral regions of the western states. Several i 
are coostaatly employed in its trade, aad anay 
amke occasional trips. About thirty-five difieieat boaia 
passed aad laadcd at Beardatowa ia 1836, makiag ^a 
arrivals and departures 450. 

The folloaring aceoant of arrivals of steamboats ai Na- 
ples, from 1838 to 1831, will show the iaeraasa dany 
those years. 

1828, the first year of steamboat 

navigation • . ^ • . 9 arrivals 

1829 3 •• 

1830 ........ £4 •* 

1831 186 •* 

1839, from March 4, to June 19, 106 arrivals by 
oioeteen different boats. 
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lUinoia Tbum, a small yiUmge of a dozra flamilies, in 
St* Glair county, oo Cahokia creek, opposite St. Louis. 

IlliopolU, a town site,4aid off on a magnificent scale in 
Sangamon county, twentj«two miles east of Springfield, 
OB the read to Decatur. It is a handsome eleyated site 
in the praiiie. 

Indian Credb, a branch of Fox river from the northwest. 
It enters the main stream ten mites abofe Ottawa, and 
five miles aboTe the rapids^ 

Large bodies of fine timber lie on this stream; the snr- 
lace of the country is nndnlaiing, and the soil good. 

On the 30th of May, 1833, fifteen persons belonging 
to the families of Atessrs. Hall, Daviess, and Pettigrew 
were barbarously massacred by the Indians near this 
ereek. Two young ladies. Misses Halls, were taken, 
prisoners, and afterwards redeemed, and two young lads 
made their escape. 

The bodies or men, women, and children were shock- 
ingly mutilated, the houses of the settlers burned, their 
furniture destroyed, and their cattle killed-— all in day 
light, and within twenty miles of a large force of the 
militia! This was done by the Indians under the infa- 
mous Btmck Hawk/ A portion of thit band were exter- 
minated daring the same season by the combined forces of 
United States troops and Illinois militia, and the remain- 
der dispersed over the prairies west of the Mississippi. 

Settlements are now rapidly forming on Indian creek 
and Fox liver, and much excellent country remains to be 
possessed in that quarter. 

Indian Creeks a stream in Morgan county, near the 

borders of Sangamon, runs a westerly course, passes 

through a string of Lakes in the Illinois bottom, Until its 

' waters mingle with the Illinois, near the corner of the 

base line and the fourth principal meridian. 

It passes through a beautiful and fertile country, di- 
versified with timber and prairie. 

The French explorers called it La Ballance. 
Indian Creeks in Lawrence county, rises in the prairies 
west, runs southeasty and enters the Embarras five miiea 
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Mow Lawieaeerille. It has modi good Umi io ilB 
▼icinity, both tiiiibeT and prairie, aod m settlaBeat of 159 
ftmilieo. 

ImSam. Credk, a saa!! streaa m MadiaoB eo««tj, be- 
tween Edwaidsrille aad Alton, tint eaten Cihokia 
ereek. 

Jidiioa Crtdkj a small sHeun and pott oAee in GaDafna 
conn^ 11 miles northwest from Eqaali^. 

itJiam Cretk a branch of the Den Plaiaes, naes in 9fe 
Henry conntj, rans sonthensteriy, and enten ike Deo 
Plaioes in Cook coonij. The land along its eoone i mf 
ezeelleot. 

hkdimt Creeft,a small stream that rises In the enstportef 
Sangamon eonnty, and entera the Sangamon river i ' 
Salt creek. The timber adjoining is exedlent, 
prairie is nudolating and lieh. 

hidUtm, Credk a small stream in the northera part of 1 
eoon^. It mns west and enters Shonl creek. 

Imdiam Crtek a name of one of the forks of 
riTer. It rises in Henry eoonty, rans across the 
east corner of Knox, and enten Spoon riv 
north, six east. 

bkiiaM, Credfc, in Coles coon^« and a branch of the Ban- 
barras. It rises in the Grand prairie, rans s o nt h en st, nad 
entera the principal stream eight ariles below ChitUiiton 
The land is gooid, both timber and prairie, and ibe pops- 
lation forty or fifty families. 

jfit^on /Vmrve, in Wayne connty lies ten nules nottb- 
westerly from Fairfield; snrfiMo levri, soQ of an infierior 
onality, with a scattering settlement of fifteen or t wt mt y 
ramilies. 

bddt Grme^ in Ogle connty, lies on the rood from Dix oM 
▼ille to Chicago, 16 nules from the former piaee. Tkm 
inlet is a stream that rises near the heads of the s sa ih 
fork of the Kishwsokee, ions a sonthwesten coone fer 
50 oiiles, part of that distance throogh awamps, nMil H 
is lost in the Winnebago swamp. 

hidk Grewt^ in Sangamon connty, on the rood fion 
Springfield to Peoria, eighteen miTes from the fnimnf 
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place. It 18 two miles from Salt creek, and is tbree miles 
long and one mile and a half wide, and contains a settle- 
ment of about fifty families. The land is good, and the 
timber is ehiefly cmk of yarious kinds. 

Irish Settlement in Randolph county, six miles northeast 
of Kaskaskia, on PI am Creek. 

Irish Settlement, on the Ohio river, in Pope county, aboot 
fifteen miles above Go]conda,ls on a rich alluvial soil, and 
contains about one hundred families. 

Iroquois, a town site and post office, on the south side 
of the Iroquois river, in Iroquois county, in twenty -seven 
north, eleven west. It has 3 stores, 2 groceries, 1 tavern 
and twenty families. Montgomery joins it. 

Iroquois {Miviere des Iroquois, Fr.) a considerable river 
which rises in the northwestern part of Indiana, and taking 
a northwest course, flows into the Kankakee river, and 
thus forms one of the heads of the Illinois. It received 
its name from the circumstance of a large party of the 
Iroquois ludians being surprised and massacred on its 
banks by the Illinois nation.* The Kickapoos called it 
JMoeabella* Others have called it Canawaga. It is pro- 
bably the same stream that the Commissioners for settling 
the boundary between Illinois and Indiana called Pieka- 
minek. It crosses the boundary line in township twenty- 
seven north, where iu width is 175 links. The country 
through which it passes will soon be covered with settle- 
ments, the surface being fine and undulating, the soil rather 
inclined to sand, dry and rfch, and the timber abundant. 
Sugar creek is a principal branch. 

Iroquois City, ?i town site laid out in Iroquois county, on 
section twenty-five, township twenty-seven north, range 
twelve west, but contains no houses. 

IrvinU Settlement lies in the western part of Hamilton 
county. The surface is undulating, the soil second rate, 
and timbered. 

Island Grove, a larf^e body of excellent timber, sur^ 
rounded with rich prairie, in Sangamon county, sixteen 

• Chai'lerois. 
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■ules west of Spt Mg fi el d, wtA mi ttw 
▼ille. 

hiamd Grmt^ a body of tuiber Bear 
M ontsomerj county, oootflniog aboot CtO one*. , 

farrtwi'g Cr owe , a poot office in Foltoa eooaty, mm At 
road from Lewtstowo to Caotoa e^oidistaat hnm the two 
pteees. Here is a ooasidefable traet of tancas. 

,fic*Mn Grmtf in Will coaaty, six wies aoalk of 
Joliet. 

JACKMMnmix is oae of the largest ialand lavas ia lbs 
stale, aad ibe seat of justice for Morfaa eooaty. h it 
sitoated oa elevated groood, ia tbe midst of a aoat de- 
ligbtfbl prairie, oa sediuas twenty aad twenty- 
sbip fifteea aortb, ia range ten arest of tbe tkord 
Meridian. 

Tbe plat of tbis town was laid off in 1895, bat its 
gfoartb did not conaMBce in tbreeor Ibar years. 

Few towns exhibit a finer prospect tbaa does 
▼iUe, froB wbaterer side the tiSTriler apprsoebea. Tbe 
sarronndisfr pmrie coantry, now in a state of calti i a ne a 
is beaotifony andalating, aad onco m monly riA. Tbe 
timb^ in sight is either in groves, or sprnd aleag lbs 
waters of tbe MaoYaiseterre aad S»dy. 

Jaeksoaville has l€ stores, € groceries, 9 d iaggirf i 
shops 8 tavenis orliotels, several lesp e tta ble ~ " 
booses, I baker, 9 saddlers, 3 bateets, 1 oil 
watebBraker,>3 tianers, 3 cabinet ankeis, 1 
boose aad siga paiater, 6 tailors, 9 eordwaineia, 4 
smiths, 3 chair makers, 1 coach anker, 1 wagoa 
1 wheelwright, II lawyers and 10 pbyskiaBS. 

It has 1 steam ioar and 1 saw mill, a 
cotton yam, a distillery, 9 ofl mills, two 
a tannery, aad 3 brick yards, with a propor ti o a of Tarioss 
merhaaics in tbe boildiiig line, aad other trades. 

The pablie boildings are, a spacioos eoart boaae, sf 
biiek, a neat frauned boilding lor tbe Presbyte^iaa buaie 
of worship, a large brick boildiag for the Metbedistsociety, 
and a handsome edifice, also ufbrii^ for tbe EpiseopalM 
dcpom in aiion, another of wood for CongiegatioBalistBt a 
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lyceam, a mechanics' association, a male and a female 
academy, a h rick market house, and a county jail. The 
college edifices are one mile west from the town. 

There are two printing offices that publish weekly pa- 
pers, the " Pfl^rto/," and the " News^^^ and also a book 
and job printing ofi^e, with a book bindery attached, and 
a monthly religious periodical. 

The present population of Jacksonville is about 2,500; 
exclusive of the college students. 

Situated near the centre of the county, and in the midst 
of one of the finest tracts of land, densely populated with 
industrious and enterprising farmers, with the advantages 
of good . water, health, and good society, Jacksonville 
must continue to prosper, and doubtless will attract many 
emigrants who are seeking an agreeable home in the '*far 
west." 

The railroads projected and now working from this 

Elace to the Illinois river, have been noticed under the 
ead of ** Internal Improvements." 
Jacksonville^ a settlement in St. Clair county, on the 
bluffs, eight miles northwest from Belleville. 

Jarvia^s Settlement is near the head of Ellison, in War* 
ren county. Here are about two townships of valuable 
timber, surrounded with immense tracts of fertile prairie. 

Jersey Prairie is a beautiful and rich prairie, in Morgan 
county, ten miles northerly from Jacksonville. 

The land is rich, timber adjoining excellent, the people 
moral and industrious, the settlement extensive and popu- 
lous, and decidedly healthy. 

Jerseyvilk^ a town site and post office in Greene county, 
fourteen miles south of Carrollton; a beautiful situation 
in the prairie, containing twenty or twenty-five families. 

Job^s Creek is a small stream in part of Cass county, 
runs north, and passes through several small lakes into 
Sangamon river. 

Job*s Settlement^ called also New Hopej in the northwest 

part of McDonough county, in townships six and seven 

north, range four west. The timbered' land in the several 

forks of Crooked creek, ajdd the intervening tracts of 

20 
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prairie, are ill of first rate qmlity. HomIm's. lljffc|% , 
and Dieken's forks, are small stieams aortk of Job'sMi, 
and are lieads of Crooked creek. 

Jokmmm'9 Cred^ a small stream Id die soatk jnit ef Js 
Daiieas coooty. Its bead is towards Ro^ river, its « 
west, aad It enters the Mississippi, tbirteca miles i 
tbe Marais d'Ogee, and tweaty^fiVe miles below 
river. The land towards its month is low ] 
towards its bead it is gently nndolatiiiv, c 
of timber, and well adapted to farming. 

JtkM9oa*9 SeUlnmenU on Sogar credi,in Clintoa i 
twenty nules sooth of west from Cariyle. 

Janmtkan'9 CrtA is a tributary of tbe 
Shelby e^inty. 

JomesBOBo', tbe seat of jostiee for Union eonnty, it 
situated on section thirty, tweWe south, one west, is a 
high, rolling tract of conntry, nine miles from tbe IGs- 
sissippi, twenty-five miles south-southeast from Browas- 
▼ille, in latitude tbirty-seren degrees, twenty-five minnics 
north. It has about twenty-five families, sevea i.iiif, 
one tavern, one lawyer, two physiciaas, two ministas if 
the gospel, one carding machine, and ▼arioim BMchanka. 
Tbe court bouae is a framed building, two stoiies high, 
and finished; and a brick jail. Tbe surrounding i 
is undulating and healthy, and cootains seveial gnod \ 
tiements. 

Jamt^9 Cndk post office. (See LibcHy, 
county.) 

JonioM Crtdk rises In the interior of Wabadi 
and enters Bon Pas creek near the northwestem 
of the county. It passes through a fertile tract, both lim- 
bered and prairie, and has a considenble settlement im 
or twelve miles northwest from Mount Carmel. 

JardnCt Frmit^ in Jefferson county, six sules noiA 
of Mount Vernon, Is five miles long, and one mile and a 
half wide. Tbe land is second rate, and tbe settlement 
contains about fifty families. 

Jorda^U Pndrit post office is on section thirtsen, snt 
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south, two east, eight and a half miles north of Moant 
Vernon. 

JordarCa Settlement, in Jasper county, on the west side 
of the Embarras river. In the centre of this settlement 
is the contemplated county seat. 

JuLiETT, the seat of jnstice for Will connty, located on 
both sides of the Des Plaines, and at the crossing place 
of the Illinois and Michigan canal. 

It has fourteen stores, two groceries, one drug store, 
three taverns, a saw and grist mill, and the benefit of 
great water power, various mechanics, six lawyers, five 
physicians, a Methodist and an Episcopal society, and 
about 600 inhabitants. This should have been called 
Jollet^ from one of the earliest French explorers. 

£ane Post Office, in Maconpin settlement, Greene coun- 
ty, nine miles south of Carrollton. 

Kankakee, one of the principal streams that form the 
Illinois river. It rises in the northern part of Indiana, 
near the south bend of the St. Joseph*s river, runs a west- 
erly course into Illinois, where it receives the Iroquois, 
and forms a junction with the Des Plaines, in section 
thirty-five, township thirty-four north, and in range eight 
east from the third principal meridian. Here in a large 
body of fine timber, but along the Kankakee there is very 
little timber. It runs swiftly, and has a lime stone bed. 

At the ford of the Vincennes and Chicago road it is 
two-hundred yards wide. This is 178 miles north of Vin- 
cennes, and forty-seven miles south of Chicago. The 
prairie countty through which it passes is generally of 
good soil, gently undulating, and interspersed with sand 
ridges. Navigation for small craft can be effected through 
the Kankakee and St. Joseph. 

This river was discovered by the French at a veryearly^ 
period, and was one of the principal routes to the Illinois 
country. Its aboriginal name was Theakiki, or as pro- 
nounced in French, Te-au-kee-kee, which by the fatality 
attendant upon many of the aboriginal names carried 
through French into English, has become fixed in the 
Boand and orthography of Kan-ka-kee, 
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Kenkaket^ m. town site in the foiks of the ] 
Des Plaioes riTers, with one store sad three m 
hoQses, saw mills, &c. Near the poist the laed is < 
flowed at hi^h water. Farther back is ioe boctoa lal 
rolIing^ prairie. Calculations aie naade for a citj hoe M, 
some fotare time. 

KisgASgiA, the seat of jostiee for Randolph cennrf, 
and formerly the seat of goTemmeat of the Teffmoty if 
Illinois, It is situated on the right bank of the F 
kia riTer, seven miles above its junction with the \ 
sippi. 

The early French exploreis made one of their feat lei^ 
tlemeots at this spot, shortly afler the visit of La Saije, 
in 1683; and so long as the French contiaaed in peaKS- 
sion of the Illinois coaotry,Kaskaskia was its capitaLi and 
was floorishiiig and popnloos. In 1731, when Charicvwi 
Tisited it, there existed a Jesait college. Its ruiws meniw 
acaicely visible. In 1763, when the conntiy enst of te 
Mississippi was ceded by France to Great Britain, it csn- 
tained about one hondred families. Of lain yean m 
population and trade has ' been moeh reduced. It nom- 
bers now about fifty or sixty £uailies, a bmjoii^ of \ 
are French. 

The court house is of brick. A Roman Ca&olic i 
and a nunnery and female hoarding school ave 
Kaskaskia is the location of the land office for this dn- 
trict. 

KmtatHa Rher^ a large and navigable sbeaM. b 
rises in Champaign county, in township twen^ 
range eisht east, near the waters of the SangaaM 
the Yermiiion of the Wabash, and mnainv 
western direciion throo;^ Coles, Shelby, Fayette, Ciin- 
ton, St. Ciair, and Randolph counties, eioere the Mi nil" 
sippi, in section* fourteen and fifteen, nine south, seven 
west, about 120 miles above the mouth of the Ohku 

It is four hundred miles in length, following its Moan- 
derings, and receives a large number of trihotaries;, ^ 
are noticed under their respective names. A* cxtr 
body of timber from two to ten miles wide, is fonad along 
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this stream, generally of a good qaality, consisting of 
oaks of varioas kinds, as overcup, burr, water, white, 
blf^ck, red or Spanish, and post oak, walnat, hickory, 
ash, hackberry, elm, white and sagar maple, honey lo- 
cast, cotton wood, sycamore, peoaun, mulberry, sassafras, 
box elder, etc. The country through which it passes is 
nndalating, and fertile, adapted to lie growth of corn, 
wheat, oats, tobacco, and some cotton. The latter is not 
a sure crop in all seasons; but with proper care, a suffi- 
cient quantity may be raised for liome consumption. 
The bottoms of this stream are from half a mile to two 
or three miles in width, and subject to inundation in high 
floods. 

The legislature in its system of internal improvement, 
appropriated j|l50,000 to improve the navigation of Kas- 
kaskia river. The chief obstructions are logs, sand 
banks and short bends. A steamboat went up as far as 
Carlyle in April, 1837. 

KeUogg^a Grove, in Jo Daviess county, thirty-five miles 
east-southeast from Galena, and on the road from Dixon's 
ferry. It is a small grove of three or four hundred acres, 
ivith several small groves near it. 

KeUogg*s GrovCy a small tract of timber in La Salle 
county seventeen miles northeast from Ottawa. 

Kettner*8 Fork, in Morgan county, is a small branch of 
Indian creek. It rises near Jersey prairie. 

Keys** Creek rises in the interior of Pike county, and 
enters the Snycartee slough. The bottom is excellent 
land proportioned into timber and prairie. About the 
bluffs very uneven, towards the head of the cre^k modei- 
ratcly undulating. 

IRckapooy a stream that rises near Spoon river in two 
forks denominated East and West forks. 

East Fork rises in sections eleven and twelve, eleven 
north, seven east, runs a southwestern course. 

West Fork-fines in ten north, four east, runs a south- 
easterly course and unites with the east fork in section 
thrrty-four, ten north, six east. 

The Kickapoo then takes a southern cpurse, and enters 
20* 
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the Illinois iiTer two miles below Peoria. Os the UAm 
there is Bach exeellent land, with groves wad poiats sf 
timber, ioteispersed with baness. The coeatiy 
isf OB the msda cieek has coosiderable bodies of 
timber, hot the laod is generallj too iwevea te ca 
■ient caltiTation. 

Kiekapoo^ a braoch of Salt creek in SanfSBoa 
It rises in Dawson's grove, McLean coantj« m twcntf- 
tbree north, foor east, mos a sonthem coorae aad eaios 
Salt creek in Sangamon connty, in the north part of Binn-> 
teen north, three west. It famishes good mill scam^ 
when the water is not too low; and the soJ aad timhar 
on each side of the creek are first rate- 

Kmrmid Crtdt, is a small branch of Biv Mnddj iHtr, 
which heads in Randolph connty, rans sotheast, and 
enters that stream twenty4bar miles from its momh. 
The land aloov this cnA is rocky, broken, besvily fim* 
berpd with poplar, oak, eCe. and the settleasent is smafl. 

KmaawCt SeHlewutU^ near the northern side of Gailafin 
eonoty, on the road from Carmi to Equality. TW land 
is rather inferior, and the settlement eoosidenhle. 

KUkwttuket or Sycumare^ a branch of Ro^ tttw. ft 
is divided into North, East and Sooth forks, mmd 
again have nnmeroos branches. 

The branches of North Fork head in Winnebago, 
and northwest corner of McHenry counties, nsd in As 
Wisconsin Territory, of which the Beaver, Pi^asas and 
Pappoose creeks are best known. 

Tbe East Fork has several heads in the nofllMn pmti 
of Kane coooty. 

The SoBth Fork originates in several heads in the in- 
terior of Kane, and soutbeastem comer of Ogle e onnti e * . 
One of its heads is near the Panpaa grove. The Eart 
and Sooth Forks unite in township forty-one north, raagt 
three east, where is a large body of timber, twelve se»> 
tioos or more of various kinds, and the prairies adJoiaiBg 
nndulating mad rich. Along the East Fork the* pnirii 
is flat and rather wet. Ohu^ Norwegian aad Bar gwM 
am foond in thiii. regioa. 
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The North and Sooth Forks unite in township forty* 
three north, range two east, and the main Kishwankee 
enters Rock river on section twenty-two, township forty- 
three north, range one east, of the third meridian. The 
country in general has an undulating surface, a rich, deep, 
black, sandy, calcareous soil, and abounds with lime and 
free stone, coal, and fine perennial springs, ^hile the 
different streams produce good mill sites. 

There is a deficiency of timber as there is through the 
Dorthern part of Illinois. Much of it is in groves, many 
of which equal in appearance English parks. There are 
also extensive tracts of barrens or oak openings, as they 
are called by the people, and the whole country gives 
most unequivocal j>romise of health. 

ICite river^ in Ogle county, rises in the prairie north of 
Paupau grove, runs a west-southwest course and enters 
Rock river one and a half miles, below Oregon. Soil rich and 
sandy, timber scattering, surface tolerably level. Besides 
other timber, here is yellow and white poplar, or aspin. 

ICnight^s Prairie lies west of McLeansboro', in Hamil- 
ton county, with a settlement around it. 

Snob Prairie^ fifteen miles northwest from Frankfort, 
in the corner of Franklin county, is low and wet, and has 
a small settlement. 

Knoxvillb is the county seat of Knox county, and is 
pleasantly situated on an elevated and rich prairie on the 
north side, and adjoining the timber of Haw creek. It 
is on section twenty-ei^ht, eleven north, and two east of 
the fourth principal meridian. It was laid off about 1833| 
contains now 40 families and bids fair to become a thriv- 
ing inland town. The surrounding country is rich, and 
settling fast with industrious farmers. 

Knox*8 Chrove, in the northeastern part of Putnam and 
extends into La Salle and Ogle counties. It is at the 
head waters of the Bureau. 

JShox Settlement, in Putnam county, on Sandy, thirteen 
miles southeast from Hennepin, is a large and flourish- 
ing settlement. ^ «> 

Lacon, (formerly Columbia) is on the left bank of the 
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miiiois Tvrer ia PatBam eoooty, 90 mfles Mow Hflia»- 
pio Mrroaoded with a popoloos and rich wttleMcat. It 
has 3 storea and 16 or 20 families. 

La Ihx^ a post ofllce oo Fox riTer in Kaae coviitj. Mar 
tbe liig Woods. 

La Harpct a town and post ofliee in Hancock eoMy, 
in seven north, five west, with a beaatifiil coontij, inter- 
apersed with timber and prairie aroond it. 

Lake Fork, a main biaoch of Macoopin credE, whkh 
rises in the prairie between the heads of Shoal cie^ aid 
Sangamon waters, and near Bfacoopin poiat, wbidi sea. 
Below thepotai it passes throag:h a small lake, or pond. 

Lake Fork, a branch of Shoal cr^ek, that rises in seven 
north, five west, mns a northeastern directioB, aad emem 
the west fork of Shoal creek in Mootaomefj conotj. 

Lake fhrk of SaU Creek is formed bj a long lake ia 
the northeastern part of Sangamon coonty, mas a aoilh 
coarse and forms one of the beads of Salt enA, It is 
in township seventeen north, and range two and thvea 
west. 

Lake Miet is an expansion of the River Des Plaiaea, 
two miles bdow Moont Joliet, and opposite Mount Flat 
Head, in Will county. It is abont five miles long, 60 sr 
70 rods wide, and deep water. 

La Mardie^ a small stream and bran^ of the Kickapos 
in Peoria coQoty. Excellent land and a fine body of um- 
ber, especial I J near its month. 

Lamuaier*» Se H k m emt is in Sdioyler coonty, oa Cians 
ereek foor miles sooth of Roshville. 

LaimaUe Credt rises in the interior of Crawfoid eoanty, 
nms east and enters the Wabash below Palestine. 

Laaufite Prairie is a sandy and rich tract of prairie, 
in Crawford connty, eight miles long, and froa one is 
five miles broad. The soil is well adapted to the gnnrth 
of com. 

La SaJBe Prairie, a prairie and lame settlement in Peo- 
ria coonty, adjoining Peoria lake. The sonthera part is- 
sandy, rich and uoaalatiog; the northern portion ia a mix* 
tore of clay add sand, elevated in the middle. 
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La Salle prairie is an elevated bottom, abore the high* 
est floods, ten miles long, and from three to four miles 
wide. At the shore of the lake the water is deep, and ^ 
the landing good. 

The settlement contains about 100 families and is fif- 
teen miles distant from the county seat. 

Laughtcn's^ an old trading house and settlement on tb« 
Des Plaines, in Cook county, twelve miles west of Chi- 
cago. 

Lawrbncbyillb, the county seat of Lawrence county* 
It is situated on the west bank of the Embarras river, 
nine miles from Vincennes, on the St. Louis road, and 
on an elevated ridge. It contains three stores, two 
groceries, two taverns, and sixty or seventy families. 

The court house is of brick, and is a respectable 
building. A saw and grist mill is on the Embarras, ad* 
joining. 

Its exports per annum j||50,000; imports $30,000. 

Leaf River^ in Ogle county, rises in North Grove, near 
the source of Pine creek, runs east about 12 miles, and 
enters Rock nver four or five miles below Stillman*s run. 
It has several branches of four or five miles in length, 
fine groves of timber, and rich, calcareous soil on its 
borders. 

Lebanon, a beautifully situated village in St. Clair 
county, twelve miles northeast from Belleville, and one 
mile east of Silver creek. 

It is on elevated ground, surrounded with a beautiful, 
populous and well cultivated district of country and on 
the Vincennes and St Louis stage road. 

Lebanon has a steam mill for manufacturing grain — an 
ox mill for flouring, on an inclined plane, a post ofllce, two 
public houses, seven stores, one grocery, three physicians, 
mechanics' shops of various kinds, and about six^ 
families. The Methodist college, located in the immediate 
vicinity of Lebanon, has been noticed under the head of 
** Education" in the first part" of this work. 

The Methodist society embraces the largest proportion 
of the religious community about Lebanon. There is a 
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large soeietj of the Methodist Epiwopel choreh, ^md a 
small society of the Methodist Protestant chorck. 

Leetburgkj a town site io Mootgomerj eoooty cm see- 
tions seTeo and eight, township ten north, ire west. 

Letmardt Prairie^ io Wayne county, seren miles Borth- 
west from Fairfield, abont six miles long, and thiee w id s , 
of inferior qoality, with a small popalation. 

Later^s Pointy in Iroqaoiscoonty in twenty semes Bonh, 
elcTeo west; — a point of timber, snrnwnded with a nch, 
Qodolating prairie. 

LetMs Creekj a trilling stream in Jackson eoantj, ea le is 
Big Moddy near the coal bank four miles cast of Bi uw s 
▼ille. 

Ltwu^t Settlamad^ in the soathem part of Pope eovnty, 
aboTc and opposite the month of Camberland river, "niis 
is the oldest settlement in this part of the state, and coa- 
tains sixty or scTcnty fiunilies. 

LswisTowir, the seat of justice for Fnlton coonty, si- 
tnated on section twenty-two, five north, three enst, 
foar miles east of Spoon rirer, and twdfe o^les fnmk tks 
Illinois. 

It has three stores, two tsTems, a framed coort hoaae, 
painted white, and about forty families. Lewistown is 
surrounded with a heavy body of timber, chieiy of 
white and other oaks; the soil rather thin, and snrtee 
broken. 

Leximgion^ a town site in the north part of McLean 
county, eighteen miles northeast of Bloomington, om the 
road to Chicago. 

Liberty^ a town and post oflice io Adams county. Bear 
Weigle's setlement. 

IMtaiy a town site on the Mississippi, in Randolpk 
county, on section seven, township eioht south, five west. 
It has a steam saw and flooring mill, six stoivs, three 
groceries, two taverns, one minister, two physicians mod 
140 inhabiuots. One house for public worship. 

Lick Cretk, a branch of Sugar creek, of Sangamon 
county. It rises on the western side of the county, takes 
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an easterly conrse through a rich and popalous tract, 
with good timber, and enters Sugar creek a short distance 
above its mouth. The settlements extend its whole 
length, and the borders of the prairie adjoining are well 
populated. 

Lick Run is a branch of Indian creek, in Morgan county 
near the bluffs of the Illinois. ^ 

Lima, a town site and post ofHce in Adams county, 18 
miles north of Quincy, and has eight or ten families. 

Pcdne^s Grove is in Ogle county on Kite creek. 

Lincoln^ a post office and town site in Macoupin county, 
near the head of Wood river, and on the road from 
Edwardsville to Springfield. It is thought to be an eli- 
gible situation, and will soon be surrounded by a large 
settlement. 

Linden Bottom^ in Greene county, south of the Maconpin 
called also the *' Richwoods." It is a fine tract of tim- 
bered land, elevated and rich, yet in appearance its surface 
resembles alluvion. 

It has a large settlement extending from the Macoupin 
river to Otter creek. 

Linden Grove^ a small body of excellent timber in the 
northeast part of Morgan county, surrounded with rich, 
undulating prairie. 

Lisbon, a post office and town site at Holderman's grove, 
in La Salle county, sixteen miles northeast from Ottawa. 

Little Beaucoup Creek, a small stream in Perry county, 
and a branch of Big Beaucoup creek, between that stream 
and Little Muddy. 

Little Crooked Creek rises in Washington county, near 
Nashville, runs a north course, and enters Crooked creek 
near its mouth. Land good, surface undulating, and a 
mixture of timber and prairie. 

Little Detroit is the French name for the *' Straif* or 
narrows in Peoria Lake. 

Little Indiim^ Creek, in Morgan county, rises in Silvan 
grove, runs sbuthwest, and enters Indian creek. 

Little Mackinau is a stream in Tazewell county, that 
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T11II9 westward; and entan the Matkinm, Hie secde- 
sent here it extensive. 

ZaUU MiMmmri Crttk, a branch of Crooked creek, ia 
the western part of Schoyler coanty and eastern part of 
Adams county, tweWe miles from RoshTille. Great** 
mtUtmad is on the soathem,aod BnmmU SttHemtemtom the 
Dortbem side of this creek. The ooentry is a mixtare of 
timber and prairie. 

IMUe Mmmi PrairU is in Wa3rDe coanty, three aules 
southwest from Fairfield, about two miles loag^, aad eae 
wide. 

Here is a small bat high moand, covered ora- with &e 
graTcs of the aboriginal people. 

Litik Muddy is one of the four heads of the Big Maddj 
riTcr. It rises in the sontheastem comer of Washingtoa 
county, crosses the line into Jeffeison, then into Fraaklw 
and finally into Jackson, where it enters the parent st 
on the right side, in section thirteen, eight soath, oae \ 
A post office. 

It has good timber and prairie on both sides. 

LUile Piaaauj called also Cave Spring branch, i 
a large spring among the bluffs of I^wer Alton, mmd 
passes through the town into the Mississippi. 

Little Boek Bher^ rises in Jo DsTiess county, rans ao«th 
into Whiteside county and enters Rock river in towsahip 
nineteen north, four east. There is much good land aJe^ 
its course. 

IMUe Bodk Creek rises in the interuv of Kane eovaty, 
and runs south into Fox river. 

Littie SaUme, in Gallatin coutny, rises in the binft of 
tiie Ohio river, runs a north course, and enters the So«tli 
fork of the Saline creek, eighteen miles above Equality. 
It waters a tolerably good couatry, with a scattetia^ 
population. 

LiUU Samdy^ a small creek that heads in Sweef s prM- 
fie, in the sooth part of Morgan coanty; and enters Sandy 
creek, about the bluffs of the Ullnois. A large tract of 
timbered land is on it. 

lAUk SUver Creek rises in the LookiDg Glass piaiiie» 
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in the northeastern part of St. Glair eotinty, rone south- 
west past Lebanon, and enters Silver creek two miles be* 
low that village. 

Zitttle Vermilion rises in the prairies west of Fox river. 
Tons south, and enters the Illinois near the foot of the 
rapids. Just below is the termination of the canal, and 
the site of a great commercial town. 

Its Indian name is Fe'Cum'sauk^ny or Tomahawk, 

LittU Wabash River rises in township eleven north, 
range six east, in the large prairies towards the head 
waters of the Kaskaskia, and running south through the 
counties of Coles, Effingham, Clay, Wayne, Edwards, 
and White, enters the Big Wabash, in the northeast 
corner of Gallatin county, seven south, ten east. It is 
about one hundred and ten miles in a direct line from its 
heads to its mouth, though about one hundred and fifty 
miles to follow its meanderings. 

Its principal tributaries are Skillet fork. Fox, .and 
Muddy. It is navigable for £at boats and small craft, at 
a full stage of water — about forty of the former leavinff 
it annually, from Wayne and White counties, with beet, 
pork, corn, cattle, and some tobacco, for the New Orleans 
market. 

The timber upon the banks of the Little Wabash is 
generally heavy, and of a good quality, and is several 
miles in width. In Clay county is some poplar. 

The country adjoining is generally fertile, but the bot- 
toms are subject to inundation at high floods. The 
country between the Little Wabash and the Skillet 
fork, is generally flat, and in some places inclined to be 
wet. 

Several valuable mills have been erected on this stream 
in White county. 

Little Woods is a tract of timber on Fox river, in Kane 
county above the " Big Woods." The land of excellent 
quality, but swampy in places. 

Liverpool^ a town* site on the right b^nk of the Illinois 
rivelr, in FuUon county, six* miles above the mouth of 
Spoon river. The site has b^en ealied Bailey^ Island, 
21 . -• * 
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fron beia^ twroasded in the lear by a tloogb «t Ugk 
v»ter, OTer whieh a caatewaj or levee is abo«t to bo 
coostnieted. It it tbe laodiog plaee for CaatoB, waA 
tbe terminatioD of tbe Liverpool, Caatoa aod KsazTiUe 
rail roai. 

LimngMUm^ a village on tbe natiooal road, ia Clak 
eoQoty. It is ia tbe timber of Big ereek, fborteea sules 
from Terre Uaate, in Indiana and ten miles west of noctk 
from Darwin. It bas tbree stores, tbree groeeries. tbree 
taverns, one physician, two mimstos, varioas ■nrbimrs. 
and 150 inb^itants. 

Lotkpmi^ a town site on tbe Illinois and Miebigaa ca- 
nal, at tbe terminatioB of the lake level, thiity^baraad a 
half miles from Chicago. Here will be two locks esiib- 
lisbed, each ten feet lift, which will give twenty feet fall 
for the immense qaantity of sorplns water tint caa be 
broQght from Lake Michigan, eqoal to 10,000 cabie lieet 
of sarplos water per minote, after supplying the canal, 
and making fall allowance for leakage, evaporatioB, ftc, 
enoogh to drive 234 pairs of mill stones, four and a half 



feet diameter. A large town and extensive mann&ctariag 
operations will be here as soon as the canal is coaipleie£ 
Near this place the Des Plaines has fifteen feel 61L 

Lodaoood^t Settltmad, near the sonth fork of Sposa 
river, on the border of Warren county, township lea 
north, range one west. An excelleot tract of coaatiy. 

Lodaoood'M SdilamaU is in the sonth part of Uamiltaa 
county. The surface is rolling, timbered, and the asQ 
second rate. 

Loeud Crtdk^ a branch of Elkbom creek, in Washing- 
ton county, and has a settlement on it three miles aoaih 
of Nashville; conntry chiefly prairie. 

LoatM Groot^ a post c^Sce and settlement in Sbdby 
county, five miles east of Sbelbyville. 

Logan^t Sdilement is in a good tract of country, in Gal- 
latin coaoty, eighteen miles nortbwest from Shawaee- 
town. 

I^Mar^ SdtkmM is ten miles northwest firwn Shaw- 
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neetown, in Gallatin connty, and contains much good 
land. ' 

Long Creeks a branch of Big creek, in Macon county. 

Long Grove lies west of Au Sable grove, in the eastern 
part of La Salle county. 

Long Prairie, thirteen miles northwest from Mount 
Carmel, in Wabash county, is undulating, second rate 
land, with twenty-five or thirty families. 

LongPrairie, in Edwards county, north of Albion, nine 
miles loDgr, and from one mile to one and a half wide, in- 
terspersed with groves and points of timber. 

Ijong Prairie, a branch of the Twelve Mile prairie of 
Clay county, projecting into Wayne. It is eight or ten 
miles long, three miles wide, level, poor soil, and has a 
population of twenty-five or thirty families. 

Long Prairie, in Jeflferson county, five miles west of 
Mount Vernon, is four miles long, and one mile and a 
half wide. 

It lies between the Middle and West forks of Big 
Muddy river, is tolerably good land, and contains a set- 
tlement of forty families. 

Looking Glass Prairie, a large, rich, beautiful, and un- 
dulating prairie lying between Silver and Sugar creeks, 
and on the eastern border of St. Clair county. It com- 
mences near the base line, in ran^e six west, and ex- 
tends northward about twenty miles into Madison county, 
and is from six to ten miles in width. Few prairies in 
the state present more eligible situations for farms than 
this. 

Extensive settlemeilts are on its borders, and project 
into its interior. . 

Lorton*8 Prairie, on the north side of Apple creek, in 
the upper part of Greene county. It is a tract of excel- 
lent land, has good timber, &nd contains about eighty 
families. 

Lost Cr^eh, in Marion county, rises in the Grand prai- 
rie, rune southwest, and enters the Kaskaskia river, near 
the mouth of Cro(^ed creek. • 
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LoMt Crnwe is seTOo miles east of Sidoej, on the easton 
border of Champaign county. 

Led Fnurie^ in Perry coanty, sevea miles west of 
PinckneyTille, is three miles lon^, and one mile and a 
half wide. It has a rich soil, high undalating sarface, 
and a good settlement. There are two prairies betweoi 
this and Pincknoynlle, called Eaton and Coaant prai- 
lies. 

Limp Creekj an insignificant branch of Silver ereA, 
in St. Clair county, in township one soatb, range seves 
west. 

hukaCi Prtdric is on the south side of Lawreaoe coiw- 
ty, with a settlement of fifty or sixty families. 

Liuk^M Crteky a small stream, running sontbwardly 
through Pope county, and entering the Ohio at Gol- 
conda. 

Lynn Graven in Champaign county, is foor miles sootk 
of Sidney, from seventy-fiTe to one hundred acres of tiaa- 
ber, mostly linden and honey locust. 

Lynnmikf a town site and post office in Morgan coon^, 
and a point on the rail road from JacksonTille, by Win- 
chester to the Illinois river. It has three stores, three 
groceries, and fifteen or twenty families. It is in tbe 
prairie at the head of Walnut creek, in an English settle- 
ment, and eight miles southwest from Jacksonville. 

Xyofw, is a town site on the Des Plaioes at Langfaton's 
old trading house, twelve miles west of Chicago, it now 
has a sawmill, three houses and a tavern. 

Maikmau^ (Michilimacinac) anavigrable stream inTaae- 
well county. It rises in the prairie near the centre of Mc 
Lean county, and after receiving sieveral small branches, 
runs south westwardly through Tazewell county, and en- 
ters the Illinois three miles below Pekin. 

It is a clear stream, and has Little Mackinau, Rock, 
Walnut, and Panther creeks for its branches. The 
Maekioan bottoms are rich, but its bluffs are very broken, 
thin soil, from one to two miles in width, -and the timber 
chiefly while oak, and some cedar. Tfie prairies adjoin- 
ing are polling, dry,.and tolerably good. Towards its 
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iiead the land ii less broken, timber various, and soil 
rich. It has a number of mill seats. 

Mackinauj a small Tillage, and fonnerly the county 
seat of Tazewell. It is situated on the Mackinau creek, 
in twenty-four north, two west, sixteen miles north of 
east from Pekin, surrounded with a largre settlement. It 
is located in the prairie, on the southeast side of Mac- 
kinau. 

Macon County Prairie, an extensive tract, from twelve 
to twenty miles in width, lying north of Decatur, and 
betwixt the North fork of the Sangamon and Salt creek. 
Some parts arc level and wet— other portions dry and 
undulating. 

Macoupin Creek t a considerable stream that rises in the 
uorth part of Macon county; runs southwesterly, passes 
through Greene county, and enters the Illinois river twen- 
ty-six miles above its junction with the Mississippi, in 
section twenty-four, eight north, fourteen west of the third 
principal meridian. 

Ite branches are Phill's, Dry fork. Bear, and Hodge's 
creeks, and Lake fork. 

The country along its banks is generally fertile, suit- 
ably proportioned into timber and prairie, and has a line 
of settlements through Macoupin and Greene counties. 

Macoupin is aboriginal, ana in all the French authors, 
spelled Ma-^ua-pinj but it has become legalised on the 
statute books of the state in the uncouth form given at 
the head of this article, and usually pronounced by the 
people, Margo(hpin. 

This word is said to be the Indian name of a vegetable 
with a large round leaf, growing in the lakes and ponds 
of Illinois, called by some people *' splatter-dock," and 
found plentifully near, this stream. 

The large roots of this plant, if eaten raw, are very 
deleterious. The Indians, in early times, dug holes in 
the earth, which they walled with stone, and after heat- 
ing theib wjth large fires; put^ in the roots, covered thiBm 
with earth, and in two days the rank poisonous taste was 
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ffone. Tbej were tbea pat oa poles and dried fior food. 
To this form they were eaten by the Datives.^ 

Maampm Prairie, a large prairie io Greeoe eoaaty, be- 
tween tlie Piasan and Macoapin, moderately andalariag, 
rich, and rapidly settling. The road from Alioa to Car- 
roll ton passes through this prairie. 

Towards the Illinois riTer, on the west, and the Ma- 
coopin creek on the east, are extensive bodies of fine tiat- 
ber. Emigraots from Vermont, and ether Borthem and 
eastern states, are covering over this part of die eoooty 
with fine farms. The settlement in the sooth part of this 
prairie is sometimes called Stmik Grttmt^ 

Macoupin SeUlemtmi lies nearlhe timber borderiag nfMO 
the Macoupin creek and prairie, in Greene coaaty, nine 
miles sooth of Carrollton. This settlement was coob- 
raeneed in December, 1816, by Daniel Allen, and John 
and Panl Harriford, and was then the most northern white 
seulement in the Illinois Territory. The prairie laad is 
rich, but rather level, and the timber adjoiaiBg good. 
JCme post office is in this settlement. 

Macoupin Pwmt^ a noted stand at the jonctioa of the 
roads from EdwardsviUe to Springfield, and froai Hilb- 
boro' to Morgan coonty and Beardstown, sometimes called 
Henderson's stand. 

It is in the northwest corner of Montgomery covnty, 
at the head of the, timber, on the Sooth fork of the Ma- 
coopin. Sooth, along the roads to EdwardsviUe and 
Hillsboro*, the sorfaoe of the prairie is fiat and wet. 
North, towards Sugar creek, it is dry and undolatiag. 

Maddux Sdtkmunt is in Clinton coonty, near the mootk 
of Crooked creek, dght miles sooth of Cariyle. 

Mamcketirrj a post town in Morgan coooty, oa aectioa 
twenty-eight, thirteen north, eleven west of the third 
principal meridian. It is on the main road-leading firom 
Carrollton to Jacksonville, eighteen miles from each 
place on the north side of Mark's prairie, and snrroanded 
with a body of ^^ellent timbered and prairi^ land. > 

• Sea Chsrlevoix'i Yoyase to North Algeria, ISVt 
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Maniua^ a large settlement in a timbered tract, in the 
south western part of White county, ten miles from Carmi. 
Duncanton is the post office. 

Marcds d'Ogee {Afa-re-^io'she) is a sluffgish stream, and 
a series of swamps, extending from Kock river to the 
>Mi8sis8ippi, and constituting the present boundary be- 
tween the counties of Rock Island and Whiteside. 

It is about twenty miles long, and in some places one 
mile, and in other places twenty or thirty yards wide. 
Near the Mississippi, where the road crosses, it is a clear 
stream of water, twenty yards wide, and sandy bottom. 
It is supposed that a canal might be cot, at very little ex- 
pense, through this swamp into Rock river. 

Marckanfs Settlement, on the north side of Fulton coun- 
ty, twenty-four miles east of north from Lewistown. 

Marine Settlement, a flourishing •settlement in Madison 
county, between the east and west forks of Silver creek, 
and twelve miles east of Edwardsvslle. 

This settlement was commenced by Captains Blakeman 
and Aliens in 1819. The settlement is large, and spread 
over an undulating, rich, and beautiful prairie, and is 
healthy and weH watered. A post office. 

Markham*s Settlement, in Macoupin county, on Taylor^s 
creek, twelve or fifteen miles west of Carlinville. 

The land is good, surface undulating, and equally di- 
vided into timber and prairie. 

Marrow Bone, a small creek in the north part of Shel- 
by county. It rises in Macon county, runs southeast 
through Bone's settlement, into the west fork of the Kas- 
kaskia. 

^ar«eti/e9, a projected manufacturing town, on the north 
side of the Illinois river, at the Grand rapids, eight miles 
above Ottawa. A chartered company are engaged in con- 
structing dams, mills, &c. !^lour and lumber are made 
here, and the water power is immense and easily com-' 
manded. A 4)Q8t office has been established here. The 
canal will pass through it, and it already assumes the as- 
pect of a bustling, enterprising village. 
' Marshall, a town site in Clark county, on the national 
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loa^ oa seetioat tliirte^B and t wea^-ioar, 

aorth, tw^Te weau It is a pleaaapt, bealtkj aii 

aad bids fair to become a place of soane iaportaDea^ 

MarAaiTt PrmrU, aorth of Cox's prairie, foaitees Bilca 
Bortbe^st of BrowasriJIe, ia Jmtknm coaaty, ia rich, 
aadolaliajr land, aad tbe settleoMat roataias a daatm 
ftmiliea. 

MartmU Creek aad SettkmaU^ ia W^aa eoaat^. oa 
Elm river, five oiiles aortb of Fairfield. Tbe 
eoosists of fifty or sixty families, aad the creek is a 
of Elm river. 

JferftnOTt/fe, a tosFa site aad post office oa tbe 
toad, ia Clark coonty. 

JUbaoit, a small stream tbat eatera tbe lUiaaia river 
from tbe sootb, twelve miles below die jaactioa of tba 
Kaakakee wiib tbe Des Plaiaes. It is called also iRfOe 
mdfc. 

Mamm Grove^ ia La Salle coaaty, lies eiebteea aules 
Dortbeasterly from Ottawa. It lies on tbe Little Maaoa, 
is Awe miles ioag, aod ooe oiile wide, a tract of *^'^^L"^ 
laad. It is called also Ftrgimia Gtobc 1 

MttrnmU Pratrit aad settleoieat is io tbe soatbweatera 
part of Lawreoee eoaa^, from twenty to twenty-five aules 
from Lawreaceville, witb seventy or eighty families. , 

Mmmaitfiaret a stream in Morgaa coaaty, tbat riaes ia \ 
tbe prairie on tbe borders of SangaoMM coaaty, ia ssmal 
braacfaes, runs a west coarse near Jacksoaville, aad Iowa 
into tbe Illinois met two miles below Naples. 

Above Jacksonville, it is divided iato ISirtkj SmOk^wak 
Brier or Hiddle forks. 

For beantr of situation, fertility of soil, salabrtty of 
climate, a dne proportioa of timber aad piairie, good 
water, aad ^mosT every otber advaatage for agiicaltard 
porpoaea, ao coontry in tbe wide spread valley oTtbe 
west exceeds tbis, and yet by a most siagvlar m isa cs a e r , 
tbe Freneb, wbo explored the Illiaoia river, called it 
** J fa i itwiV tore" — poor land. 

Matsviu^ tbe seat of Jnstice for Clsy eoaaty» is 
sUaated on the borders of tbe Twelve liile prairie, aad 



,y Google 



OF IUJN0I8. 249 

near the Little Wabash river, on the stage road to Tin- 
cennes. 

It has three taTsriis, three stores, and aboat twenty 
families. The adjacent prairie is nndalating, and second 
rate. 

MeAdanCB SetiUment is in Bond county, four miles 
soQth of Greenville; the land level, and tolerably good, 
and the settlement large. 

Macomb, the seat of justice of McDonongh coanty, is 
situated on elevated ground, in a delightful prairie, be- 
tween Drowning fork and Town fork, near the centre of 
the county. It is on the southwest quarter of section 
thirty-one, six north, two west, and was laid off in 1831. 
In 1833 it contained three stores, one grocery, about 
twenty families, and promises soon toH>ecom6 a pleasant 
inland village, with a considerable population around it. 

MeCorcTs SelUemenU in Bond county, on the east side 
of the west fork of Shoal creek, eight miles northwest 
of Greenville. 

The land is good, and there is a due prq)ortion of tim- 
ber and prairie. 

McCormaek^9 Settlement^ lies towards the. southwestern 
part of Pope county. 

MeCr€ery*8 Settlement;' in Franklin county, ten miles 
east of Frankfort, in a timbered tract of country. The 
timber consists of oaks of different kinds, hickory, some 
poplar and other varieties. The soil is good, rather un- 
dulating, and the settlement large. 

McEaver*8 Settlement is six miles^ southeast of Carlyle, 
in Clinton county, on the waters of Crooked creek. 

McFatridge*8 Setilement^in Johnson county, eight miles 
northeast from Vienna, on tho old road from Golconda 
to Kaskaskia, and on the waters of Cedar creek. The 
surface is rather broken, the soil thin, and the settlement 
contains sixty or seventy families. 

MeHeiiry^ a town ske in McHenry eounty,. twelve 
miles sooth of the state boundary, and •on the west side 
of Fox river. Surrounded witli excellent' prairie, and 
timber in groves and bur oak openings or barrens. 
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McKt^t Credk, in the milHur tnet, eatan die HIimm 
TiTer, in Uie northeast part of Pike eoonm is towash^ 
three aoath, in range two west of tlie foorth priactpal 
meridian. It is made up of three principal hraacbea, 
known by the names of NoHk, Mddk^ and Wiai forks. 

I/iarik /br^ which is the longest branch, rises in Adaan 
eoontj, near the base line, in range Awe west, runs a de- 
Tioos coarse into Schn jler coootj, and receiTes a nambcr 
of small tributaries Its general course to the lUinots 
liTer is soatheast. 

Mddk fMt originates near the boundary of Pike and 
Schuyler counties, and enters the west kik « few sules 
aboTe its janetton with the main stream. 

We$i lirk rises in the northern part of Pike eoonty, 
where it interlocks with the waters that fell into the 
Mississippi, and after runnincr an eastern coarse, jeiss 
the main stream a few miles abore its mouth. Tke land 
on McKee's creek and branches is excellent, suitably 
proportioned into timber and prairie, which is gently 
nndolating and rich. The settlements already are large, 
and population is increasing from emigration. Tke same 
obstruction to rapid settlement exists here as in all por- 
tions of the military tract. Much good land is held by 
non residents. Could the land all be had at a reasonable 
price, this tract of country would soon be overspread with 
larEefeLrms.^ 

McKteU Brandt^ a fork of Sugar creek, in S^nykr 
county, is a mill stream, three miles north of RushTiUe. 

McLxAHSBono*, the county seat of Hamilton ccmaty, 
situated on high ground, in township fiTo south, and in 
range seTen east from the third principal meridian. The 
settlement around is pretty extensive and the town con- 
tains twenty or twenty-five families, and five stores. 

MeBaney'9 Creek is a small stream that heads in Adams 
county, passes into Pike, and enters the Snycartee slough. 
The land is proportionably divided into -timber and prai- 
rie, and of a good qaality. 

Mi i aHuim *9 Grove^ now called SaUm^ is in Cook county, 
near the head of Salt creek, and contains about three sce- 

Digitized by Google 



OF ILLINOIS. 251 

tions of timber, of sugar maple, walnut, oaks, linden, 
ash, elm, hickory, &c. The prairie is undulating and 
rich. Around that and other small groves are about 
twenty-five families. 

Mechanieaburg, a town site in the prairie near Clear 
creek, hfteen miles east of Springfield, on the road to 
Decatur. Post o&ce Clear creek, 

J/e&*(we, a town site and post office, situated in Clark 
county, twelve miles southwest from Darwin. It has 
eighteen or twenty families. 

Menotnoney a stream in the northwest comer of the 
state. It rises In Iowa county, Wisconsin territory, runs 
southwest, and empties into the Mississippi three miles 
below the boundary line. The .surface near its mouth, 
is broken, and towards its head are rich pra|ries, and 
rich mines of lead. The timber is scarce, in groves and 
patches for six or eight miles up. Length about fifteen or 
twenty miles. 

Meredo8ia, a town site, landing, and place of consider- 
able business on the Illinois nver in Morgan county, 
six miles above Naples. It is situated on an elevated 
sand ridge, with a good landing when the water is not 
too low. Here are two steam mills, several stores, and 
fifty families: and to be a point in the Northern cross 
rail road from Quincy by Springfield, to Indiana. 

Meredosia can be approached from the bluflfs and table 
land, without crossing any lakes or sloughs, which is not 
the case with other towns on the river in Morgan county. 
Much of the mercantile business of Jacksonville passes 
through this place. Above the town is a singular bayou, 
from whence its name, which, in French orthography, 
would be, Marais d' Ogee, 

Exports for pork, lard, flour, beef, corn, whiskey, butter 
and potatoes, $ 200,000. 

Imports in various kinds of merchandise landed at 
Meredoda, $ 450,000, . . 

Meredosia J§ay, is a body of water connected with the 
Illinois river, above Mecedosia. It i? seven miles long; 
its width varies from one half to one nule. 
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JUJdk F^rk ofmgMuM^ mwer, one of die Urn 1 
of Bif Moddj nver, in FranUin eo^i^. It r 
borders of Hamiltoo comtj, nuis m soathwesl 
aiad eoters the main stream mfew miles west of FiaakiHt. 
Tbe eoantry along its borders is dirided into timlier and 
piairie; tbe sornee tolerablj lerid, and tbe soil good 
second rate. 

Middle Fork SetUemad, in J^erson covntj, lies be- 
tween Mount Yemon and Long prairie; a ttmbeted tiact, 
good sngar tree groTes, and a plc-asant settlemeat. 

ICddfe #brfc </ Am/ (>ee& rises in tbe prairies of Msnt- 
gomerj eoonty, ^gbt nortb, foor west, passes Hillabsvo*, 
and enters Sboal eieefc about foor nules above Boai 
eoontjline. 

Middle Fork ofSiher Creek rises in tbe prairies acrtb- 
east of tbe Marine settlement, ia Madison eowrty, rant 
sootb and enters tbe East fork. 

Middle Greme^ a post office and s^tlemeat on tbe aortb 
side of FohoB eoontj, on section six, townsbip etgbt 
Bortb, four west and on tbe road Irom Canton to Kmes- 
Tille. 

MiddleUmU Fary^ on tbe Kaskaskia riTO-, twenty nks 
east of BdleTille, and fonrteen mUes sontbeasterij horn 
Lebanon. 

MUkUeUmm, in Sangamon conntj, is laid off in tbe piai- 
lie, between tbe* timber of Sdt cieek and inA grovc^ 
near Mnsick's station. Several families, ftic 

Mieni't SetHememi is in Bond coan^, on tbe west side 
of BesTer cie^ and two mUes sootb oif Greenrille. 

JfilsR, a post office and town site in tbe sontb pan of 
Calboon conntj, Pactional section twentj-«gbt, ton- 
ship thirteen south, one west. 

AGU CVeek, a soiaU stream that rises in die soodiwest- 
em part of Edgar conntj, rons diagonall j throogb Claiky 
and enters the Wabash near York. 

Ififf Crtek, a small miU^treani in Randol^ cona^. It 
enters tbe Kaskaskia river on tbe east side, oae mile 
above the tovrn oTKaskaskia. • 

MOtr"* Setilemad adjoins the Mlssissip^ on tbe fvest 
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side of Alexander county. Here is eome bottom, and 
roHioj^ upland, generally good. Population about thirty 
families. 

MiUer*8 Settlement ^ near the centre of Mercer county. 
A good tract of country. 

ililier*8 Settlement, in Macon county, four xnitet west 
of Decatur, in the sooth side of Macon county prairie. 
Soil rich with good ttraber adjoining. 

Mills^e Frairie, in Edwards county, eleven tniles nortb*- 
east from Albion, four miles long, and two and a half 
wide— a fine and well settled tract. 

Milton was once a town site, situated on Wood river, 
in Madison county, tw6 miles Aontheest of Alton. 

MiteheWs Settlement, in St. Clair county, six iniles east 
of Belleville— a fine tract of country. 

Monk Bill is situated on the American bottom, in the 
borders of Madison county, eight miles nertheasteriy 
from St. Louis. 

The circumference, at the base, is about six hundred 
yards, and its height abootninety feel. On the sooth sid«, 
about halfway down, is a broad step, or apron, alM>ot fif- 
teen feet wide. 

This hill, or mount, was the residence, for several 
years, of the monks of the order of La Trappe, the most 
rigid and austere of all the monkish orders. 

Their monastery was originally situated in the district 
of Perehe, in France, in one of the most lonely spots that 
could be chosen. They fied from the commotions of that 
kingdom to America, lived for a time in Kentucky, and 
came to Hlinois in 1806 or '07, and settled on this mound. 

They cultivated a garden, repaired watches, and traded 
with the people, but were generally filthy in their habits, 
and extremely severe in their penances and discipline. 
In 1813, they sold off their personal property, and left the 
country, for France. ** 

MoKMpuTH, the seat of justice for Warren county, is 
in the prairie, and, on the south side of the timber of Hen- 
derson river. It is located on section twenty-nine, eleven 
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Borth, tw watt has m iooridiif ■ettleiUMt, aad m £nl 
nta tract of eoaatej moiid h. 

It bas foor stores, two groeeiies, one tsTCfs, twm pky* 
siqMS» — l a w j f Off B » sad aboat twen^ f 

MtimteMh is a towa ate, post offis s sad 
Haaeodc eomrty , oa tke Uafis of tfae r " 
a hdf miles above the feet of the Lower iifiida. 

Tbeie is a eonsidenble settlesMBi do^ dM rivec, As 
wbele leagth of the lapUa. 

Mrnifeffila, the rite of die Alton Feanle Seminry, a 
deligfatfol ritoalioB od the bordefa of Seaasei'a praniB^ 
ibar aad a half mflea aoith of AltoB. 

Mmfrtmtmm, a towa rits^ poet offiee, and laodiag ea the 
ricbt baak of the llliiMis river ia Pike eoaaty, thirteen 
milee soothwest from Pittslield. 

iiwf^wfry, a towa rite io AdaoM eooatj, ia eeedea 
tweatj-eevea, towaship two aoath, six west, with liMT 
fottilies. 

Mmrt^t Prmuic, io Jeffiifsoa eooatj, is eight miles lea^, 
firom two to three aules wide, sad from six to twdvw 
miles soathesst of If oaat Yernon. Apostofiee. - 

SoBie poftioDS are flat and wet, other peita ^ij aai 
geatly vadolatiBf , aad the aeltk 
eeasirts of seveatj-ive fiuailiea. 

Mmn^M Prmnt^ in 8t. Clair coaBQr»,ia k^^ i 
of Bdleville, aad ahoat the sssm ia exteat. It is tslcra- 
hly level, of good soil, aad spiead over with ioe fiims 

JUbwe** ^k m tnU ia Moaroe eoaatj, aear Waterleek 
Is so cKtearive aetdeaseat. 

Jfci^aa*t Oredfc, ia Kaaeeoontj,Tiaes ia Aasaablegiav^ 
Teas west, aad eaters Pox river, eae mile ahova the 
aoath boaadaij of Kaae eoaatj. 

Jfcii*# SeUkmmit ia Pope eoeaQrf aaar the heads of 
Big Baj aad Lask*s ereeln; twentj miles from Gslcoa 
da. It is a good traet of eoootiy. 

Mmmm?9 Crtdt^ a samll stream, aad braai^ ^ the 
North fork of Saogaoioa, ia FoatCT*s settleaient, Macea 
eoontj. 

Jfom/CarA0a,aeoa]baokon Madd j riv^, fovr mika 
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aboTe Brownswille, in Jseksoa eoonty. Large qiiaDthiaa 
are exported from this f>laGe down the river. Here is a 
larffe steam saw and grist milU 

Mouirr CAimcL, the «eat of jastioe for Wabash ooao* 
ty, is situated on high^onnd, on the Wabash riTer, ahd 
oil seetion twenty, in fractional township one soothe and 
in range twelve west from the second principal meridian* 

This town was laid off in 1818, by Rev. Thomas S. 
Hinde, of Ohio, on the project of establishing a morale 
temperate, and iadaslrious village. 

The prospective improvement of the rapids of the Wa* 
bash near this place, is thought to give it pecaliar imperb 
tance as a place of basiness. The country aroaad is high, 
undulating, healthy^ and containa an extensive aatllemenft 
of industrious farmers. The court hoaae and jail are brick* 
Tha Methodist society, which is laige, haa a hoims of 
worship. 

In Mount Cannel are ten atorea, two groceries^ (or 
«* doggeries," as ou)'corretf))ondeiit calls thedi, and faiHier 
states, ** the keepers are getting ashamed of them,'*)— i- 
two taverns and a third in course of preparation, one sta* 
tioned preacher, and four local preaehers, of tlie Methodist 
Episcopal Church, one German Reformed preacher, two 
physicians, one steam doctor, three lawyera, and from one 
thousand to twelve hundred population. 

The religious denote inations, are Methodists (Episco* 
pal,) numerous, evangelical Lutherans, associated with the 
German Reformed, Presbyterians, some Baptists and 
Episcopalians— -three steam mills, one ox tread mill, me* 
chanics and trades of various descriptions, a foundry for 
castings for machinery, etc. The commerce of this place 
19 considerable, and from the 31st of March to the 13th 
of ApriU 1837, 26 steamboats arrived and departed* 

JiourU Flat Heai^ on the west side of the Des Plaines, 
«nd two miles below Mount Joliet. It extends two miles; 
the nort)i end is rounded— the south end irregularly 
shaped— its contents sand, gravel, anc^ coarse pebbles, 
worn smooth by water friction. 

Mount Jolietf a mound situated on the west bank of the 
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Des Plaises, aboot si xl i en Miles above its j 
the Ksntskee. It is is the soothwestera peit of Cook 
county, in township thirty-five north, in range tm cast 
from the third principal meridian. It is in the midst of 
alarge plain, covered in summer with short, thin 
and which hears striking marks of having beea 



Its siae is varioosly estimated. Beck,inhis< 
slatea, ** It is three or foor hnndred yards in length, i 
and sooth, and two or three hondred in brendth, east aai 
west. It is in the lonn of a pyramid, and is evideally the 
irork of art." 

From the last positioD I entirely dissent. From all the 
laets I have gathered from those who have viaited it, I have 
no doiriit, bat like similar enuneocee in every part of the 
riobe, it is a natural prodiKtion. Several gentleflMS, who 
have passed this moaod without stopping particalarly te 
measure it, have estimated its length onemUe, its breadth, 
at the base, half a mile, ami its height one hundred and 
fifty feet. It appean to be an immense pile of sand aad 
pebbles, similar to the sand ridges along the Illinois river. 

This name was given^y the companions of Joliet, who 
vmited this country in 1673. 

Mimmt PUaamU, in St. Clair county, and four miles 
northeast of Belleville, the tesideoee of William Kinney, 
a former lieutenant governor of the' state, and now presi- 
dent of the •« Board of Public Works.** 

Momni FUaamU, a post office in Union cousty, east of 
Jonesbero*, on the road to Vienna. (See Stokes's Settle- 
menu) 

Momml PvimakL, a town site in Sangamon county, oa an 
elevated prairie, in township eighteen north, range tw« 
west. 

Mammt SterUmg, a post office and town site in Six's 
prairie, Schuyler county, seventeen miles west of Rusb- 
Tille. on the mail road to Quincy. It has four 8|ores, oae 
minister and ^ small Presbyterian church, orga^snd, 
various mechaoics, and about 150 iohabitaots. 

MmaU St. Ckarkt^ in Jo Daviess county, twelve miles 
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east of G&lena. The ftturoandine coantry beeomee e)e« 
TBted to the height of seTen or eijrht heimred feet above 
tlfee minifiif country generally. This moant^ like a pyra- 
mid^ rises Irom the centre of this eteration one hundred' 
and fifty feet. The base of the whole meilot hueludes two 
or three sqoare nnlles; — the base of the pyramid is one 
fourth of a mile in length, and two hnndted and fifty yards 
itt breadth, its top is long and qnite narrow. The whole 
mound, as is the case with many smaller ones, is a natural 
formation. 

MoimT VBBHONfthe seat of justice for Jefferson covnty, 
situated on the stage read from 8t. Louis, by CaHyle, to 
Shawneetown, on section twenty*nine, township two 
south, in range three east of the third principal meridian^ 
and near tbe eentre of the county. 

It has six stores, three groceriest one tavern, two phy- 
sicians^ two ministers, a courthouse and jail, a Methodist 
Episcopal and a Baptist societT* and various mechanics^ 
and 140 inhabitants, and is pleasantly situated on the 
north side of Casey's prairie, and surrounded with a oon« 
mderable settlement, it is in latitude thirty-eight degrees 
twenty minutes north, forty-seven and a half miles a little 
east of south from Vandalia. 

Mouth of Ohio. The importance of a good town site, at 
the junction of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, has, for 
many years, excited the attention of the enterprising. It 
is a feature in our western rivers, with few exceptions, 
that at and near their junction, the land is alluvion, of a 
recent formation, and at the high annual floods, usually 
imindated to the depth of Several feet. This is the case^ 
particularly at the mouth of the Ohio. For twelve miles 
along that river, above its mouth, and a farther distance 
along the Mississippi, and across the point to Cash river^ 
tbe country is subject to annual inundations. Had the 
author of nature formed here an elevated situation, no- 
thing could have prevented this spot from becoming the 
central commercial emporium of the great western valley. 
The immense trade of the Ohio and Mississippi, at some 
future day, will warrant the expense of forming a site 
22» 
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liaf Ibcm owttMerciiri town- Tbe jenniniti— of the great 
eeotral railroad will gieatl j focUilate this object, md« whli 
the eonmefce of tkeoe great rifora, build ap a splcadid 
tttj. la duo tioMv 9tU eoterpri8e» aad oeraefaraaea will 
triampb over aataia at this plaee,aod a largi; eoonaaeicial 
dt^ will eztat where now the w&teis of the Ohio aad 
Miaaiaaippi oecasioaallj qnead. 

Mid Crtek, a saiull ttieaiD in the aoothwaatan part of 
Washington and sontheast part of Su Clair oooatiea. It 
rises in the northwestern part of Perry eoontj, takea a 
Borthweatern difeetioB« and eatets the Kaskaskia river 
opposite an island in township two soath, six west. A 
analler eredK, in the same r^on, is called Little Mad 
eieek. 

J^m/ Credc^ a branch of Vermilion rirer in Liriagstoa 
coonty. It rises in the prairie, mns s .oth west, and eaters 
Vermilioa, twelve miles below Otter creek. Weed's aet- 
tleraeat is on it near the head of the timber. 

Muddy^ a small stream and branch of the Embarras, ia 
Lawrence coantj, ten miles west from Lawre&eeville. 

MufU^t a branch of the Little Wabash that flows iaio 
it on its eastern side, in Clay coantj, jost below the Via- 
cennes road. Between the two sueams for some distaaea, 
is a swamp, which overflows in high water. 

I^idiy Creek, in Lawrence coontj, rises in the prairie, 
rans north of east, and entere the Embarras, five lailea 
above Lawreneeville. Land, seecad rate; population fortj 
or fifty fiimilies. 

Muddy Fork^ a branch of the Embarras river, in Coles 
coonty, that enters the Embarras, three miles below the 
ngtioo^ road. 

J>i^uUy^Pouldfi&^'^ aonthwestern part of Coles cooa^, 
and one of theh^ds^ftf^bsJ^^® Wabash. The timber is 
excelleat, prairie adjoinin7*is"^l{ll!P^ aad rich, and the 
setdement consists of eighty or oueWBi^ fiMnilica. 

Mui Prairie is on Mud ireek, a anS!^'^ ""^ ^*^ 
Beauconp creek. It lies in Washincrton a? ^ff^ "?^ 
ties, fourteen Biiles northeast from Pwk^«^^ ^ « 
level and rather wet. 
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Mud Prairie^ in Wayne eoonty, eight miles northwest 
frocn Fairfield, is a low, wet tract, rightly named. 

Mulberry Orove^ a small grote at the head of Afiple 
creek, near the boaudary line of Morgan and Sangamon 
eoonties. 

Mulberry (hove Pogt Office^ the eastern side of Bond 
county, on the road to Vandalia. 

Muikeeto Creeks rises in the large prairie of Macon conn* 
ty, and enters the North fork of Sangamon, in Sangamon 
county. 

Mu9eo9ien Bay^ a large body of water in the northwest 
part of Morgan county, that unites with the Illinois river 
just above Beardstown. In high water it becomes con- 
nected with the Sangamon river. 

NapierviUe^ a town in Cook county, on the east side of 
the west fork of the Du Page, and has four stores, a saw 
mnd grist mill, a school, twenty-five families, and two- 
bnndred and fifty inhabitants. The country around is dry, 
undulating surface, and rich soil, with a tolerable supply 
of timber on the Du Page. 

Naples^ a commercial town in Morgan county, situated 
on the Illinois river, two miles above the mouth of the 
Mauvaiseterre, on section twelve, township fifteen north, 
in range fourteen west from the third principal meridian. 

It is laid off on a level prairie, at the foot of a san<l 
ridge, and above ordinary high water. Very occasionally, , 
extreme floods will come over a portion of the town site. 

Here are several stores, three taverns, a medical and 
drug shop, two physicians, a number of mechauics, three 
steam mills, ana one hundred families. 

Its commerce is. considerable. In 1835, the arrivals and 
departures of steamboats amounted to 302» Exports in 
produce, 1835, j2»965,000. Imports in merchandise and 
sold wholesale and retail, 35,000. A railroad to Jackson- 
ville is now in progress of construction; distance, via 
Bethel, 20 miles. 

Marrows, or Little Detroit, a place so called, on Peoria 
lake five miles above Peoria. The bluffs from the west 
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side here lon^ tbe lake, mod the Galena road rana at tik» 
foot. 

Natroum. Two plaees in Morno coootj bear this naoie. 
One is now Smfed^t SeUlamemi^ five miles eest of Jacksee 
Tille. The other is on the road from Springfield to Bcaide- 
town, tea milea from the latter place. Here is a fae 
settlemeot, good prairie, with points and grores of timber* 
The settlement leeetTes its name from two points of tim- 
ber approaching. 

Nasbyillb, the seat of justice for Washington conn* 
ty, is sitoated on a beaatifal and elevated praine, near the 
head of Little Crooked creek, aad two aad a iolf asilea 
aooth of east from the^eeatfe of the conntj. 

It is situated on secuon tweaty-foar, township two 
south, range three west of the third principal mendiam. 
It contains three stores, seTeral mechaaica, s steam mill, 
and fifteen w twenty lamilies. It is on the borders of 
an arm of the Grand prairie, eloTated, rich and anda- 
lating. 

NMe Creeks a trifling stream in Morgan eoonty, near 
Winchester, llie settlement contains one hand red 
families. 

NeUk Cretk^ in La Salle coanty. (See Mamiu) 

Newberm^ a post ofllee in Greene coanty, seven miles 
northeast from Grafton. 

New Boston, the seat of justice for Merser coanty, 
situated on the Mississippi, two and a half milea above 
the month of Edwards river. It is a small but growiag 
place. 

New CatilA, a town site in the southwest part of McLean 
coanty in township twenty-one north, range one east. 

New Deaign is in Monroe county, four miles sooth of 
Waterloo. This is one of the oldest American aettle* 
meots in lllioois. The land was originally a miztore of 
timber and prairie; 

New HanefL, s post town, two miles above the month of 
the Liule Wabash, on the line between Gallatin and 
White counties. Here is a large saw and flooring 
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mill, with seTeral stores, and about fifteen or twenty 
families. 

J^ew Lexington^ a town site and post office eight miles 
northwesterly from Jacksonyille, in Mor^ran county* 
It has two stores, two groceries, and fifteen or twenty 
families. 

NewUrCs Settlemeniy in Crawford county, ten miles north- 
west from Palestine, on the borders of a prairie, with fifty 
or sixty families. <- 

Newman* s Branchy a trifling stream in Morgan county, 
that runs southwest, and enters the Mau?aiseterre north 
of Jaeksonville*. 

Newport^ a town site and landing at the month of Apple 
creek, in Greene county. It contains two or three stores, 
and half a dozen families. 

New Salemy a post office and town located in Sangamon 
county, on the southwest side 6f Sangamon river, on a bluff 
and surrounded with a lar&re settlement. It has three or 
four stores, and thirty families. A grist and saw mill is 
here, erected on Sangamon river. 

It is on section twenty-five, eighteen north, seven west. 
' Newton, the seat of justice for Jasper county, situ- 
ated on the. west side of the Embarras, oh the road 
from Palestine to Yandalia and about the centre of the 
county. 

It has one store, one grocery, a Baptist society, and 100 
inhabitants. 

New Firginioy a settlement and tract of country in Bond 
county, two miles east of Greenville, and on the head 
waters of Beaver creek. Here are several fine groves, and 
good prairie. 

Nine Mile Creek, in Randolph county. It rises north- 
east of Kaskaskia, takes a western direction, and en- 
ters the Kaskaskia river' ten or twelve miles above the 
#wn. 

A branch of it is called Little Nine Mile creek. 

Nine Mile Frairie, in Perry county, lies ten miles 
east of Pinckneyville, and a post office of the same 
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ItisiboQtBiMMlMuaiuMlor, tol«Mjlevd,i 
eoosiderable popolation aToood it. 

Nmik Jrwh * prnrie wmd m aetll« 
gix siks east of Paris. Tbe pnirie is good laaA, ; 
three miles wide, lis east sad rass to tks sists V 
its west eod anites witk tbe grand prairie. The 
■est is IsrgB aod deas c . 

Nmik firk, a post sfiee, io seetioB tweatf -tve, 
ship tweotj-two north, twelTe west in Teraulioa 

ilMi IMe •/ /Ae jEfliftafm rises in the soMh west part 
of Clariteoaaty^roassoath near the line he tw eeaCi ms i fas i 
and Jasper, and eaters the Embarm at dM soathssat 
eomer of dM latter eoantj • The eoantij is a lerid, ton- 
hend traety ia aoaie plaees rather wet. 

Kertii FMt of tkt Mamwpm. This stieaai is the saaa 
as Hodges*s or Otier ereek, bat the settleoieaty which is 
exteasive sad floaiishiag, id known hj the ansa of Nmik 
Fmk. 

Nmik F^k tf SmH Creek. It rises ia MeLeaa eoaaij, 
and, with Lake fork, forms the hend of oaeof thepriaeipal 
hianehes of ths Ssngamon rircr. 

NoM, Orme^ in Cass eoanty, is at the head of Clear 
creek, twrtfe aules east from Beardstown. It has iaa 
timber. 

NoHk Gro9e at the bead of Leaf riyer in Ogle coaatf • 

Nmrtk Prmrie^ im Morgaa coan^, twelve miles asrth 
easterly from JarksonTille, is a delightfnl traet of rick* 
dry, oadnlating prairie. A large set&meat sarroaads it, 
and several families from Tirgioia have reoeatlj made 
locatioasin it. 

NoHk Prmrie, on the sooth side of tbe Manvmselsna 
in Morgan coaotj, and ndjoining Walnnt creek. It is 
level. 

i^^rm** fiBMIesMMl in Greene coan^, twelve miles aoith- 
easleriy from Carrol Iton, with a proportion of timber a4i 
prairie, rather level, hot good soil. 

Nmrwegitm Grove ia on tbe east fork of the Kishwaakea 
in Boone coonty. 

Oakland^ a post office and settlement in Coles coaa^. 

Digitized by Google 



or ILLIMOI& 263 

14 milM northettt from Charlestoti, and on the road from 
Springfield to Paris and Terre Hante. 

0]gU^9 Crtekf a small stream in St. Clair eonnty that 
rises in the west 'end of Ogle's prairie, mns It northeast 
coarse and enters Silver creek. 

Oglt^t Prairie f a beaotiful, undolating praine, in St. 
Clair conntj, five miles north of BelleTille. It is ^y 
miles long, and from one to two miles wide, surroanded, 
and partly covered, with a flonrishing settlement and fine 
farms. 

Ohio Seitkment, in Fork prairie, Bond eonnty, ^rt miles 
north of Greenville, is of considerable extent. The land 
is second rate. 

Ohio Grwe is in the east fork of the Kishwankee four 
miles from its month, near the corners of Winnebago and 
Boone connties. 

Okau^ {Au Ka»i Fr.) a name frequently given to the 
Kaskaskia river. 

It appears to have been originally a contraction, using 
^e first syllable for the whole name, and prefixing the 
article — ^a practice common among the early settlers and 
explorers of Illinbls. 

Qkaupoet office is in Washington eonnty, seetion twenty- 
five, township one south, &W9 west, on the road from 
Nashville by Middleton's Ferry to Lebanon. 

Okau SetHemcnU in the soudieastern part of Macon 
county, twenty miles from Decatur, lies on the West fork 
of the Kaskaskia, and contains twenty or thirty families. 

Oimsted*^ Moundt an eminence in the prairie in Morgan 
county, eight miles south of west from Jacksonville. It 
was the temporary seat of justice for this county previous 
to 1835. 

Oldman*8 Cnek^ a small stream in the country attached 
to La Salle county, that enters Rock river eighteen miles 
i^ve Dixon's ferry. 

Oliver's sometimes called MenU Prairie^ in the corner 
of Hancock, Adams, and Schuyler counties. It is twelve 
miles long, and from two to four miles broad. 

Old Town Timber. (See DawwnU Grove.) 
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(/JIW'« C^efft, is m brancli of CiookedcradE, Li Schoj- 
let eoonty, ten miles from BnshvUle. 

Omh a post office io Edgar eooatj, oo aectuw ftmr, 
township foorteea north, eleven west,- six miles aoftb- 
northeast from Parts. . 

OrendorfM JfiH and settlement is on SogarcndE^m 
the sooth part of Tazewdl coontj. The set tle mft is 
large, and the land good. , 

Or^om CUy^ is the temporuy scat of jastwe for Ogie 
coonty, sitoated on the north side of Rock river on a haad- 
some elevated allnvion bottom, ten sules above da^ 
Detonr, and fifteen miles above DizoBville. It has tw» 
stores and eight or ten families. 

Ottawa, the seat of jostice for La Salle eoon^, was 
' laid off by the canal commisdoners, in 1830, at the i«ne- 
tion of Fox river with the Dlioois, and is thought bj masj 
to be an important location for hosiness. 

It is laid off on both sides of the Ulinois river, om dm 
entire section nnmboed deven, and in township thirty- 
three north, in range three east of the third [oinopsl ms- 
lidian. 

At the town site, the water of the Dlinois is deep, aad 
die landing esnvenient. Steamboats reach this |i1m in 
the spring, and at other seasons when the water is high. 

Below, for the distance of eight or nine miles, aie i^sds 
and shoals, formed by barriers of sand and lime stone 
rock. Ottawa has 8 or 10 stores, 8tavnns,3physiciaM, 
5 lawyers, and 75 or 80 families. Lam additions have 
been made to the town plat by laying off addiiional lots om 
lands adjoining. It is expected a lateral canal from tka 
Illinois and Michigan camd will pass through the tBwn 
to the Illinois river. This, by means of a feeder la 
the rapids <^ Fox river will open a navigation inta 
Kane county. Fox river is susceptible of improvasaeat 
by slackwater at small expense, into the Wiseoniln 
tenifory, - and from thence by a short canal of fifteen 
miles may become connected with Milwaukee. Hence 0»> 
tawa may be regarded as one of the- most important sites 
for commercial business in the statel Near it da 
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already projected across the Illinois river and immense 
water power thus created. The Ottawa Bepuhliean a 
weekly paper is published here. 

The country around is pleasant, undulating, and well 
adapted to farming. The timber is in small qaantities, 
chiefly in groves; the prairie land generally dry and rich 
soil. 

Lime, and coarse free stone, in great abundance. 

Otter Creek^ a small stream that rises in the prairies iit 
the southwestern part of Green^ county, runs a Westerly 
course, and enters the Illinois riyer about fourteen miles 
above its junction with the Mississippi. 

Towards its head is fine, undulaMng prairie, but lower 
down the surface is timbered and bro^n. 
- Otter Creek rises in the southwestern part of Fulton 
eounty, runs east, then south, and enters the Illinois in 
section twenty-two, three north, three east. Large bodies 
of timber and good coal are on this stream. 

Otter Creek, m Livingston county, rises in La Salle 
county, runs southwest, and enters Vermilion river in 
the southwest corner of thirty norUi, four east. Here 
is a valuable body of timber, rolling and rich prairie 
and a large settlement. 

Out House Settlement, on Sugar creek, in Clinton county, 
twenty-two miles southwest from Carlyle. 

Ox Bow Prairie is in Putnam county, ten miles south 
of Hennepin. ' It is a rich prairie, five miles long, and 
from one to two miles wide, shaped like au ox bow, and 
surrounded with excellent timber. The prairie is ctver- 
spread with fine farms. 

Faddoek*8 Settlement is in Madison county, on the Spring- 
fiele road, seven miles north of Edwardsviile. The prai- 
rie is undulating, fertile, and healthy. 

Panky^s Settlement is in the southeast corner of Pope 
county. 

Panther Creek heads in McLean county, runs southeast, 
and enters the Mackinau near the county line. 

Panther Creek, in Sangamon county, a trifling stream 
and branch of Sugar creek, in fifteen north, five west. 
23 
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Pmdktr Crtdk is is the nortfaenteni fui cf : 
ooanty, and enteis SanjaiDoii ri¥er. 

Famther Groct, a point of dmbo' oa Pu Aer cic^ m 
Morgan ooMity. 

Another groTe, called XiKle Pnn/Aer, lies east of it. 

PAI.B8TI1IB, the seat of jostiee for Ciawferd rwly, 
sitoaued three mUes from the Wabash river, on the has* 
ders of Laaotte prairie, and in sections thir^Hhiee and 
tiiirtj-foor, township seven north, im range eleven west of 
the second principal meridian. 

It is twenty-five miles north of Vincennes, in Intitndn 
thirty-eight degrees, fifty-eight minntes north, and eighty- 
two miles east irom Yandalia. 

It has 4 stores,^ groceries, 3 taverns, 3 la wyera, 4 phy- 
mdans, 9 ministers, aboot 4M inhabitants, S apothe- 
esries* shops aod a land ofliee, and mechinics of vnrions 
trades. 

The relivioos denominations aro Presbyterians, llcCh»> 
diets and Baptists. The Methodists haveahonsn of wor- 
ship. 

Pg^ner^j&tfibitflrf, above the sooth fork of Spoo» river, 
in the county of £nos, and near the line of Pnlton 
coonty. 

F^pooat Cndk rises in the swMnpy land in the eniiiin 
part of Boone coonty, mns a soothwestem conran and 
entos the North Fork of the Kishwaokee. Timber snk 
barrens, chiefly bnr oak; soil sandy and gravelly. 

Pamiiat^ a post office at the head of the Littln W*- 
bash, in Cycles connty, on the lond Irom ShelbyYiUe In 
Charleston. 

Pabis, the eonn^ sent for Edgar connty, on sectiow can, 
thirteen north, twebe west of the second principnl nMii- 
dian. It is a pleasant village, on the borders of m rich 
prairie, sorronnded with good forms,andhasaconrtbo«sn 
of brick, 7 stores, 8 groceries, 1 Uvern, 4 physietnan, 3 
lawyers, and about 55 fomllies, or 975 inhabitants. 

ParkerU PrmrU is a large, level prairie, on the wc at s m 
side of Clark coooty, somewhat wet, soil second ntte. A 
considerable settlement. 



,y Google 



OF ILLINOIS. tfft 

Parker't Sitthmini is ten miles tfonthwett from Pni 
lestine, in Crawford eoonty. A mixture of timber and 
prairie, and about forty families. 

Pafr^B Settkment is'in Bond county, seTcn miles nortk 
of Greenville, adjoining, and within the timbered tract, 
on the East fork of Shoal creek. 

Faupaa Orove is at the head of Indian creek, Kane coun- 
ty. It is a rich tract of country. 

Peek'O-'Um'O'kee, a large, navigable stream that enters 
Rock river, in Jo Daviess county, about six miles below 
the boundary liae. It rises In two principal branches^ 
near the Blue Mounds, in Wisconsin territory, called the 
lUut and Wut forks^ which unite before ^ey enter the 
state of Illinois. 

The Emtfurk rises north of the Blue Mounds, near the 
bead of Grant river The West fork runs near the Blue 
Mounds. 

After thdr junction, the Peek-a-ton^)-kee runs first 
a south course into Illinois, thence a southeast conrsct 
snd finally winds round north of east, and enters Rock 
river. It is one haadred yards wide at the mouth, eighty 
yards wide at the boundary line, and is navigrable for 
flat boats to Mineral Point, in the Wisconsia terri* 
tory. - 

I have had no little trouble in determining the ortho- 
graphy of this name. Its aboriginal meaning is said to 
be ^*' Swift water,^^ By many persons it is written and 
pronounced Pik^e^l-fka* 1 have adopted the ortho- 
graphy and pronunciation of gentlemen from its yi* 
oinity. 

PiKiN is situated on the east side of the Illinois riveri 
twelve miles below Peoria, on fractional section thirty- 
three, twenty-five north, five west of the third principal 
meridian, on a sandy bluff, elevated and pleasant. The 
landing is tolerably good at a moderate stage of the river, 
but too shoal at the low stage. 

Pekin contains twelve stores, three groceries, two 
taverns, (and^ a splendid hotel building by a company,) 
seyen lawyers, four physicians, four ministers of the gos- 



,y Google 



268 AGAXBTTEKK 



pil, oae drag man, ^kne fenmAug wm 
bosses, two house* for slsagkterug sad paekiss^ psA* 
one auction boose, a priatiiig office wluck 
Tasewell Tel^:iapb, aod about etght-h—died 




Theie is also ooe steam floariog mill ibat 
tares two hoodjed barrels of floor per &aj<, a 
mill and two steam distilleries, an academy and 
mon sebool. 

Tbe religioos denominatioss are PiesbjteriaB, 
dist and Uaitariaa, which have boases of wofsbip. 

PnoBiA, the seat of jastice for Peoria eoan^, 
on tbe west bank of tba Dlinois river, on sectioa niasb 
eifffat north, eight east, and formerlj called Arf Cimrk. 

From a report made bj Edward Colea, Es^. formerl y 
of Illinois,! 



governor of Illinois, to tbe Secretary of tbe treasny, it 
may be learned, ** The old Tillage of Peoria was iiiaiwd 
one mile and a half above tbe lower extremity or oatkc 
of tbe Peoria lake. This village bad been infanbtied by 
tbe Ffeaeh previoos U> tbe recolleetioB of tbe prtirl 
geoeratioa. Aboot the year 1778 or 1779, tbe first bonaa 
was bailtia what was thea caUed La Yille de MaOlet, 
aficrwards tbe new village of Peoria, and wbicb bas re- 
cently been known by tl& name of Fort Ciark, limurd 
about one mile and a half bdow tbe old village, imme- 
diately at tbe lower poiat, or ooil^ of the lake. The 
situation being prefened on account of tbe water being 
better, and its being thought more healthy, tbe inbabt> 
tants gradually des^tcd tlM old village, and by tbe jtm 
1796 or 1797, had entirely abandoned it, and reoMved la 
tbe new one. 

^ Tbe inhabitants of Peoria consisted genetally of In- 
dian- traders, hunters, and voyagers, and had long fonaed 
a link of connection betwen the French residing on tbn 
rreat lakes and the Mississippi river. From that kappy 
felicity of adapting themselves to their sitaaUoo and as- 
sociates, for which the French are so remarkable, tbe 
iobabitaots of Peoria lived generally in harmony with 
their savage neighbours. It appears, however, that T 
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the ytflr 1761, they Were indaoed to abaiidoD the yiilagfe 
from an apprehensioD^f Indian hostility; bnt soon after 
the peaee of 17B3, they again retnrned, and eontinned la 
reside there until the autaoin of 1019, when Ihey were 
forcibly removed from it, and the place destroyed by ft 
captain Craig, of the Illinois militia, on the groond, it 
was said, that his company of militia was fired on in thi 
vight, while at anchor in their boats before ths Tillage« 
by Indians, with Whom the inhabitants were suspected 
by Crai^ to be too intimate and friendly.'* 

The inhabitants being thos driven from the pjaoe* 
fM to tbe^ French settUments on the Mississippi for 
shelter. 

In 1818, Peoria was occupied by the United States 
troops, and a block house erected and called Fort Clark* 
The timber w«» cut on the opposite side of the lake, and 
Wiih considerable labor transported acroBs, mod hauled 
cm truck wheels by the men. 

After the termination of the war. Fort Clark was abani 
doned, and the buildings soon after burnt by the Indians. 

The present town is near its ruins. 

Without intending to do injustice to several other beau* 
tiful town sites along the upper parts of the Illinois river« 
amongst which is Pekin, Hennepin, the foot of the rapids« 
Ottawa, etc. I shall copy from Beckys Gaietteer the foU 
lowing description of Peoria. 

**The situation of this place is beautiful beyond de» 
•cription. From the mouth of the Kickapoo, or Redfond 
ereek, which empties into the Illinois two miles below 
the old fort, the alluvion is a prairie which, stretches it* 
•elf along the river three or four miles. 

*^ The shore is chiefly made up of rounded pebbles^ 
and is filled with springs of the finest water. The first 
bank, which is from six to twelve feet above hiffh water 
nark, extends west about a quarter of a mile from the 
river, gradually ascending, when it rises five or six feet to 
the second bank. This extends nearly on a level to the 
bluffs, which are from sixty to one hundred feet in height. 
These bluffs consist of rounded pebbles, overlaying strata 
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of Hme stone mad nmd stOM, rooaded at Um top, aftd eof- 
lespoodiDg hi their oonne with the meiBdera of the mer 
SDd lake. The aaeeat, althouph steep, is aot peipeadi- 
eolar. On the bloflBs the suriaee again heconee level, 
and isheaatilblly iatersnersed with prairie and woodland. 

** From the blofis the prospect is aneomaionly fine. 
Looking towards the east jon first behold an eiUnsifS 
prairie, which, in spring and samincr, is cow ered with 
grass, with whose gieen the brilliant hoes of a thoasand 
Sowers form the most lively contrast. Beyond this, the 
lake, clear and calm, may be seen emptying itsdf into, 
or by its contraction forming the river, whose mea 
only hid from the view by the beantifal grofiss of \ 
which here and there arise, can be tramd to the at 
extent of Tision.** 

Peoria is now rapidly advancing in popalation nod im- 
provementa. In the snmmer of 1^3, it consisted of 
about twenty-flVe famili^B. These more than donbled m 
a few weeks from emigration. 

Peoria now has twenty-five stores, two wholesale and 
five retail groceries, two drag stores, two hot^ and se- 
veral boarding honses, two nee schools and an incorpo- 
rated academy, two Presbyterian houses of won^ip and 
congregatiotts, one Methodist^ one Baptist, one Dnitn- 
riao aM one Episcopal congregation, six lawyers, eight 
or ten physicians, one brewery, two steam sawmills, ths 
nsnal proportion of mechanies, a court house and jail and 
a popolauon from fifteen to eighteen hundred, and rapidly 
increasing. The ** Peoria Register and Northwenteis 
Gaxetteer'* is issued weekly, by S. M. Davis, Esq. The 



religious people of this place appear to have been na 
mooly liberal, by contributing about tweniy-4krte tktmammd 
doOan the past year for philanthropic purposes. 

Peoria Lakt^ an expansion of the Illinois river, cob- 
menciog at Peoria, and extending about twenty miles m 
a northeasterly direction. It is much wider than the river, 
and has very little current. The water is clear, and its 
bottom gravelly. It may be considered as two lakes, di- 
vided by the Narrows. It abounds with various kinds of 
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fish, audi aa stargeon, boffalot bass of aeTeral apaciea, 
perch, white fish, pickerel, etc., which caa be caught with 
the seine in great abandaaee. 

The Indian name for this lake is Pin-a-ta'Wtt. Some 
authors call it Ulinois Lakt. 

Ferkin's Settlement is in the northeast part of Hancock 
cMMint^, on the bead waters of Crooked creek. The name 
of the post office, is Fountain Green, 

Feru^ a post office, landing and to]¥n site, cm the north 
side of the Illinois river, on seetioa sixteen, township 
thirty-three north, one east, and one mile below the termi- 
nattoQ of the Illinois and Michigan can^l. It has one 
warehouse and two or three families. 
. Ferry ^ a town site in Pike county, on section twenty* 
one« township three south, three west. It has two or 
three stores, seTeral families, and is a pleasant village, 
surrounded with a fine country, diversified with timber 
and prairie. 

Fetereburgy a town and post office, on the west side of 
Sangamon river, in Sangamon 'county, on fractional sec- 
tion fourteen, township eighteen north, seven west, and 
about seventeen miles nortiieast from Springfield. It has 
six stores, a steam saw and grist mill, and twenty fami- 
lies. 

Fhelpa^s Qrove is on a small stream in Ogle county, 
that enters Rock river three miles above Oregon city. 

Fhehs'a Frairie^ in Franklin county on the waters of 
Crab Orchard creek, twelve miles south of Ffankfort, is 
good land, and somewhat rolling. 

In its neighbourhood is PborjpratWe, a wet, level tract; 
and iVrighrs prairie^ an undulating tract, with a consider- 
able settlement. 

FhigleyU Seiikment lies between the head waters of 
McKee*s creek and Bear creek, in Adams county. It has 
about twenty-five families. The land isr rather flat, but 
good,— about twenty miles east from Quincy. 

PhiPB Creek enters the' Macoupin on the south side, 
about the middle of township nine north, eleyen west. 
It heads in the praifies near the sources of the Piasau. 
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There if eoMMeraUo tniber, wMi «ieellMt praimoB dM 
borders of tkis stieaau 

PkUUptU SeUlamaU^ in the Borthwestere pwt of Alex- 
aader coootj, on Sexton's ereek, tweoty-ive asiles frov 
America, consists of eight or ten ftmilies. 

FitmktMhtm Bemd^ on the VVmbash riTer, in WahMk 
eoontj, eighteen miles north from If oont Cstm^ It is m 
fertile tract, timber raiber seaice, with a mixtwe of piabia 
and banens. 

Pinauj 4 small stream thai rises in a beaatifel tract of 
eonntry near the line of Greene and Maconpia r oa ti e s, 
and ealera the Mississippi aboat ten miles above Lowar 
Alton. 

Pigetn Crtek is a stream that rises in Adams ooutj, 
and rons westward near that and Pike coiintj, which it 
enters, and passes into the Snyeartee alongh three i 
below the eoantj line. 

In the bottom, the land is level, drj, and i 
the blttfls, somewhat broken. 

Filot Mmobt in the western part of Washinftea eoantf, 
a singnlar eminence and point of obserration on the old 
Yineennes and Kaskaskia trace. 

PnccKMBTTiuji, a small Tillage, and the seat of ja 



for Perry coonty. It is situated on the west side of Bis 
Beanooop rreek, at the head of the foer mile prauia, and 
on section twenty-foor, fiye sooth, three west. It has fear 
stores, one tavern, one grocery, and ifteen at tarenty fimu- 
lies, and is sorroonded with a large settlement of indas* 
trions farmers. 

Pine Creeks in Ogle coonty. It rises in the piurie be- 
tween Rock river aind White Oak grove, rans a aothsast 
coarse and enters Rock river at Grand Delonr, and ia a 

food mill stream. Its timber is shrubby pine, white, 
lack, red and bar oaks, hickory, linden, sagar maple, 
elm, &c Oae^ixth part of the Hod on its burdeia ia 
timbered. The prairie adjoining is elevated; rolling aad 
rich, and the coantry aboonds with fine springs. 
Pinutf a post office in Jadlison coonty, on section thirty- 
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foar, township ten tovtb, two west, twdve miles south-* 
sootheast from Brownsville. 

Piper*8 Pointy a settlement in Greene connty* sixteen 
miles nottheast from CarroUton, adjoining String prairie* 
and the timber of Apple creek. The land is lolerably 
level, rich, and proportipnably. divided into timber and 
prairie. There are sixty or seventy families in this set* 
tlement. 

Piakasaut a branch of Kisbwaukee. It rise^ in fioone 
county, and some of its head branches probably over the 
boundary line, runs a southwestern course, and enters the 
north branch of thv Kisbwaukee, in section twenty-five* 
township forty-four north, range four east. Near its head 
the soil is wet, but further down, dry and undulating. 

PiTTsriBLD, the new seat of justice for Pike county, 
was laid off in April, 1833, on the southwest quarter of 
section twenty-four, five south, four west. It is a higb 
and healthy situation', in an undulating prairie, and on the 
dividing ridge nearly equidistant from the Illinois and 
Mississippi rivers. The country around is fertile, and 
proportionably distributed into timber and prairie, and is 
rapidly settling. 

Pittsfield has three stores, two groceries, two tavernst 
three lawyers, one physician, several mechanics, and from 
150 to 200 inhabitants. 

Pkdftfieldy a village and post town in Will county, on 
section nine, township thirty-six north, nine east, and 
nine miles north-northwest from Juliet. 

It has two stores, two taverns, several mechanical 
trades, a Methodist and a Baptist congregation with 
houses of worship, and between four and fi^^ hundred in- 
habitants. 

Plainfield is beautifully situated on an nndulating prai- 
rie, ea«t side of the Du Page, and adjoining Walker's 
grove. 

PkUoy a town site laid off on Iroquois river, four miles 
from the mouth of Springr creek, in Iroquois county. A 
steam mill is to be erected here. 

Pleasant GrovCf in Boone county, on the stage road from 
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kep^aad twelTV miles cast of BelvidcfB. Itisi 

Biles io«gMdo«e»ilswMe,sfnwieJ wiifc aric^«B- 

dstatiB^ prune. A cosiiJiwahlij tefflefi mnmrnL, 

Pimtmnt Gfsse, three ovles losf nd om w Ms, i 
teltleowot of nreaty-ive or tkiitj IsBiHs 
cooalj, eiglit aiileo east of PoldB,oB ilie 
]oa*s creek. TIm laod isjich,nd iIm tial 
w af oo t , sdgar Maple, liodeo, oak, i 

FkmmHi Ormt^ io M orgaa ooaoij, a \ 
koff dcf a of Sweet's prairie, ketweea Maackestor a^ Wm* 
si i cs t ef. The laad ia iIhs qaaiter is food« i ~ ~ 
taie of timber aaJ prairie. 

Pimtmnt Fofe,atowa site aod poet eftee 
oa seecioo aiae, kyvaship ive sootk, six west, t 
Btlea BOftfawest froai PittsteM. It is pleaaaatly i 
oader tiM blotis, aad aa i fo aad ed witk rick laai, I 
ker aad prairie. 

J»lm Cntk, n Saadolpk eoaaty, cMeta Ike 1 
rivrr firoai tke east side, eigkteea Miles akove 1 

Pimm Creek rises ia tke pramo of Mor^aa eeaa^, weat 
of JacksooTille, raas west, aad eatera tke Uliasw awm 
kelow Phillip's ferry. 

Pimm CrtOt Prmirie is aear tke koaadary Kae of St. 
Clair aad Raodolpk cooaties, tea ailes loag, aad Aon 
kroad ; l^ood soil, aad 



Plna Bher^ ia Jo Daviess coaatj, rises aear KiHogg^ 
powe, raas sootbwast, aad eatera tke Miaatssippi lea aSaa 
kelow Rosk eieek. It is a good aiill stieaai. 

Above its aioatk are ra^ds, Tke eoaany aleag its 
borders is a mixtaie of timber aad prairie. It ia iiiidad 
lato ^bal&, ilMA, aad Midiit firk», mad keieissoaasr 
tke finest farmisfr lead ia the coaatrj. 

PmtU BtpwhiU^ a post oflke aad aeHleaMat, aear tka 
Yermilioa river, ia La Salle coaaty, aad oa tke road frsM 
Henaepio to Ottawa. 

Poiaai CrtA, a stream ia Coles eoaa^, tkat riaea ia 
tke prairiea towards Ed^ar eooaty, raas soathwest, aad 
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enter* this Embanras east of Charleston. N«ar its bead 
is a ver^ fertile region, well timbered: further down tbo 
snrface is broken. The setllemsot has thirty funilies. 

Fend iSlough^ the native giren to the outlet of a line of 
ponds in Johnson county, between Big Qay creek and 
Gash V rivet. It is a deep, maddy channel. [See Cash 
river. J 

jPopf^9 Biver rises in the great prairies in the south part 
of Henry county, between Henderson's and Ed ward s> 
riTers, runs a west oouise through Mercer county, and 
enters the Mississippi, a few miks below Edwards's riven 
In Mercer county there are sooie fine tracts of timber on 
this stream, further up it passes throueh a prairie cout^y. 
The land generally on rope's and Edwards's rivers is 
abundantly rich, but there is a deficiency of timber. 

Fo9iviiki in the northeastern piart of S^ngajuon county, 
on sec4bn twenty-five, township twenty north, range three 
east, and on the north side of Salt creek. It has 3 stores* 
1 grocery, and 3 or 4 families* 

Foiaioe Creek rises on the west side of Fulton ceui^ty; 
Bear Table grove, runs a southeastern course, and enters 
Spoon river about four miles west of Lewistown. Excel* 
lent land, both prairie and timbered^ adjoins it. 

Fftdrit Creek in Sangamon county, a trifling stream 
tbat rises in the prairie between Spring and Richland 
eieeks; makes a circuit in sixteen north, six west, and 
enters the latter before its junction with Sangamon river. 

Frairie de Long Creek rises north of Waterloo, near the 
dividing line of St. Clair and Monroe eounties, runs south- 
easterly through the eastern part of MoaroOy receives 
Bichland creek* and enters the Kaskaskia river in the 
eouthwestern part of township three south, range seven 
west. Along its borders is a considerable settlement, and 
the soil in some parts is good, in others inferior. 

Frairie du Font^ [pronounced Frairie du Fo^ Fr.] a 
small stream in St. Clair county. It rises in the bluffs 
southwest of Belleville, passes through the American, 
bottom, and enters the Mississippi in the southwestern 
part of the county. 
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dage of commoos sod eonmoo fields to the i 
a short distance sooth of Caholda. 

Frauit du BoAer^ aa aacieat F ieach tillage, ia Ba*- 
dolph eooDty, oa the Ameneaa bottooi, near the Barky 
hloft, from whi^ H derives its dsdm, fo orteea mAas 
northwest of Kaskaskia. It is a low, ai^Malihj aita»- 
tioa, along a small creek of the same aaase, whi^ riaes 
in the bloffii, passes aeross the AmericaB bottom, aad es- 
ters the Mississippi. The hoosesare baflt in the P ^j a ih 
a^e, the stiaels veiy narrow, and the inhahitaata p i csui» 
more of the simplidty of charaetor aad habits pecaliar tm 
eaily times, than any Tillage in Illinois. It has its ▼illaga 
lots, oommon'fiMs, aad commons, the pe^diaritiea of 
which are aoticed nnder the artfde •« CUUfcia.** 

Prairie da Rocher, in 1766, contained firarteea I 
the popalatioB at present is estimated at ihiftj4N« ; 
Hes. 

Here is a Catholic choreh dedicated to St. Satspiesia 
bnt at present has ao resident priest. A m e rican aenleis 
haTO not yet distaibed the repose of this aadcat comm»- 
nity. The raias of Fort Chaitres are three miles aaitfc 
west from this Tillage. 

Fraifa Prmrie^ IB the norfheastera part of 
coanty, fifteen miles northwesterly from Carrolhna. 

Frmtker'a SdUammt, oa Apple creek, in the 
eastern part of Greeae coanty, sixteen mikss from T 
ton. 

PrtMUmt a town site in "Randolph coanty, cast af ifaa. 
Kaskaskia riTer. 

Pr^fhd's stfl^ge, a post office and town aile on Sack 
riTer, in Henry coonty, aad on the road from Bimhillli 
aad Warren coanty to Galena. 

On the sooth side of the rirer is a handsome town sHe, 
on a high, nndalating bottom. The opposite side of tka 
riTer is inundated at high floods. 

Rock riTer can be forded at this place for two4hiida of 
the year. It is about two Lnndred yards wide. 
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' The country around will admit of considerable settle- 
ments. 

Prospect Bill, in St. Clair coanty, one mile south of 
Belleville, and the residence of Major Washington West. 
Spread out before this delightful situation is one of the 
-most beautiful prairies in the state, about five miles in 
extent, and partially covered with well cultivated farms. 

Princess Settlement iron a branch of Spoon river, twen- 
ty miles northwest from Peoria, in ten and eleven north, 
ranges six and seven east. Here are three groves of tim- 
ber, from which at least one hundred farms might be sup- 
plied. The soil is a rich clay, and undulating. The pre- 
sent population does not exceed fifteen families. 

Princeton, a town site on the borders of Jersey prairie, 
in Mor^n county, ten miles north from Jacksonville, in 
township seventeen north, in range ten west. The sur- 
face is undulating, and the surrounding country one of 
of the finest tracts of land in the «tate, and the settlement 
is large. The post office is called Workman. 

Princeton, a town site in Putnam county, in fiureau 
settlement, ten miles north of west from Hennepin. It 
was laid off by colonists from Northampton, Massachu- 
setts, in 1833, contains a post office of the same name, and 
is in the heart of a flourishing settlement and a rich body 
of land. 

Puncheon Camp, a cree^ near the north side of Mor- 
'^n county, that enters the Sangamon. It is divided 
into two branches. A grove of the same name is on this 
stream. 

Putnam Gre^ risee towards Canton, in Fulton county, 
and taking a southwestern course, enters Spoon river. 

QuiNCT, the seat of justice of Adams county, is situa- 
ted on the bluff of the Mississippi on section two, two 
south, nine west. It has seven stores, four groceries, one 
carding machine, one large flouring anil saw inill by steam 

f»ower, with four run of burr stones, two schools, seven 
awyers, four physicians, several mechanics, about one 
hundred families and six hundred inhabitants. 
24 
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The kni oOee fbr dM sade tf Coi^;mtlaads aoiftMi 
east of the DUeois river, is located at this plaee. TWe 
land is the Tieieiiy is eseelleat. A low aileTioe liee oa 
the opposite side oC the Mississippi nvei^ which is ever- 
flowed ie hifh waten. 

Qoiaey Most beooiae a place of eoosiderahle 

Qmmitr SrUlnment^ near the Wabash, ia the i 
^ra pait of Crawford eoaaty, oe Baeooa cieefc. Hese is 
js soeietj of Frieeds who hasp ap legalar aeetiags, 

Bmeotm^ a sanll stiean in Greene eoantj, that caicB 
the niiaois river twelve miles above itt moath. The bei- 
toas oa this oeek, and oo the Illiaois river at this pont. 
are narrowi *Bd the sottee ailioiaing ismneh brokea iaie 
blolls and raviaes. 

Battm Ocdfc, a saall stieaoi that laas across the aeclk 
end of CrawAMd coontj, and eaters the Wabash. 

Bmuam Cndt, in the northeaslem part of Morgan eaa»- 
ty, and raas iato D i e k e rs o n 's lake. 

JZadc/i^« POTnl, ia Washington coontj, five miles wctt 
of Nashville, and a sanll settlemenU 

ffswwy*j Cretk rises near the line of MontgonMij ami 
Shelby eonnties, inns a sontheastem coorae, and 
the ¥ashaikia ten miles north of Yandalia. A i 
able aettlement lies along this cnek. This is i 
called JBoazCrtek. 

Mama^U Seiiiemtemj^ in the aoathwestem part of ] 
son eonn^y on Sngar creek, twenftj miles IromEdwaedn- 
viUe. 

RmdkmanU Setilemumi. ia St. Clair coaaty, twelva 
miles sonthwest of Belleville, and near the bosden eT 
Monroe eonntj« 

Rndoi^ a town site at the month of the Piannn oa 
the Miesissippi, on firaetional sections twea^-five 
tweaty-six, township two north, eleven weet and 
eqeidUiaot between Alton and Giafton. It is lai 
above the Pissaa and betwixt that stream and the I 
sippi, on table land, above the higfatft flooda. Abuid- 
aoce of lime stone and good timber, water privilegea a^ i 
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never failing springs, a good landing for steamboats and 
other advantages ar^ found here. 

Lots to the value of £20,000 have been sold this soring 
and buildings are in process of erection, especially a large 
hotel. 

Randolph's Cfrove, on Kiekapoo creek, above Big grove, 
above t^^ielve miles south from Bloomington, in McLean 
county. In shape, it is almost circular, and is a valua- 
ble tract of land, containing lime stone, and a population 
of about forty families. The grove comprises about 
twelve sections of timbered land. A post office. 

Rapids of Illinois. There is a succession of rapids in 
the Illinois, both above and below the mouth of Fox 
river, with intervals of deep and smooth water. From 
the mouth of Fox river to the foot of the rapids is nine 
miles — the descent in all eight feet. The rock soft sand 
stone mixed with gravel and shelly lime stone. Nine 
miles above Fox river the grand rapids commence, and 
extend ten or twelve miles. They are formed by ledges 
of rock in the river, and rocky islands. 

The whole descent from the Surface of lake Michi^n, 
St Chicago, to the foot of the rapfds, a distance of nine- 
ty-four and one-fourth miles, is 141 87-100 feet. 

Rapids of the Mississippi. These are distinguished as 
the ^ower^nd Upper rapids. 

The Lower, or, as frequently called, the Des Moines, be- 
cause opposite the mouth of that river, are twelve miles 
long, and formed by beds of rock. They injure the na- 
vigation in low water, and sometimes entirely prevent 
the passage of large boats. 

The Upper Rapids commence at Rock Island, and ex- 
tend eighteen miles up the river. The navigation of 
these rapids is about to be improved by the general go- 
vernment for which purpose an appropriation was made 
last congress. 

Ratian^s Prairie 48 in Madison county, seven miles 
northwest from Edwardsville. It is level, some portions 
rather wet, and surrounded with fine farms. 

Ray^s Settlement is on the east side of Hancock county. 
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in fiTe north, five west — a fine tract on the waten of 
Crooked creek. 

Beadfitldj a town site in Pike coanty on section thirty, 
foor south, five west. 

Eeetor'a Fork, in Gallatin coanty, is a branch of the 
North fork of Saline creek, which it entera fifteen miles 
aboTe Equality. 

. Rhoadai^M &ttlement^ in Greene county, sooth of the 
Macoupin, and fifteen miles southeast of Carrolltoo. A 
mixture of timber and prairie. 

Bichland Creek, a small stream and branch of Sanga- 
mon river. It rises in the prairies near the bordere of 
Morgan coanty, runs a northerly course, and entera San- 
gamon river below Spring creek. The land on its bor- 
dera is firet rate. 

Siehiand, a tributary of the Kaskaskia, in Shelby comi- 
ty, rises on the east side of the county, runs southwest, 
and entera the Kaskaskia river near the line of Fayette. 
A large settlement in the southeastern part of the coanty. 

RiSdand^ a small creek in St Clair county, that rises 
in Ogle's prairie, runs south past Belleville, and unites 
with Prairie du Long creek, in the east part of Monroe 
county. The land upon its bordere is proportioned into 
timber and prairie, and of excellent quality. 

Michland Grove, on Camp creek in the eastern part of 
Mercer and western part of Henry county, is a valuable 
body of timber, five miles long, and an average width of 
two miles. It is principally in fifteen and six north sod 
one east. 

Bxehuxiods, Three tracts of timbered land in Greeoa 
county are known by this natioe, one of which is aJso 
called Linden bottom. 

The timbered tract north of Apple creek, and betweea 
Apple creek prairie and the Illinois bluffs, b^is this 
name. 

A tract of timber lying between O»rrollton and Bloff- 
dale, several miles in extent, has also received this name. 
The land is undulating, rich, well timbered, and is occu- 
pied by a large settlement. See Linden bottom. 
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Ridge Prairie is situated in Madison county, coinmene- 
ing near Edwardsville, and extending south to St. Clair 
county. 

It is on the dividing ridge between the waters that fall 
into the Mississippi west, and those that flow to the Kas- 
kaskia east. Originally this prairie extended into St^ 
Clair county as far south as BellsTille, but long since, 
where farms have not been made, it has been intersected 
by a luxuriant growth of tinaber. Its surface is gently 
undulating, the soil rich, and is surrounded and indented 
with many fine farms. 

Bidge Prairie post office is at Troy, Madison county, 
seven miles southeast from Edwardsville, on the road to 
Carlyle. 

Jlidge Settlement^ in Clinton coanty, from three to six 
miles south of Carlyle, is a large settlement and in a 
good tract ot land. 

Hidge Settlement lies in Union county, on the road to 
Brownsville, and extends into Jackson county. It is a 
high, hilly, timbered tract of good land, well watered^ 
and has from one hundred to one hundred and fifty fami- 
lies. 

Hiver Precinct is the settlement which extends along 
the Wabash river opposite Vincennes, in Lawrence county^ 
It is a rich bottom, heavily timbered, and contains sixty 
or seventy families. 

Itobinson'B Creek rises in the northwestern part of Shel- 
by county runs a south course, and enters the Kaskaskil 
river near. Shelbyville. The country on its borders is 
proportioned into timber and prairie, and has a large set* 
ilement. 

Bockester^ a town site in Sangamon county, at the junc- 
tion of the North and South forks of the Sangramon river, 
ten miles east of Springfield, on the priitcipalroad to De- 
catur. It has a steam and other mills, and twenty-five 
or thirty families, and a post office. 

Bock Credc rises in Adams county, in one north, seven 
west, runs wiest, and enters the south prong of Bear creek* 
The land is timber and prairie, and excellent. 
24* 
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BoA Crtd^ a braaefa of the Mackuno, u TmmmA 
eoQDty. 

BoA Crtd^ in Saogmnioii eoaaty, lisea aear Clarj's 
groTe,niBs aorth aad eaters the ^aagamoa riYer» a few 
niles below Rkhlaod cieek. Tbe laad adljoiaiag is cx- 
eelleot. 

Bodrfbrd, a towa site in Wianebago coaaty at the la- 
pids of Rock riYor io township forty-foor north, aad ea 
the stage road from Chicago to Galena. Here is is- 
BMose power for hjdraalic porposes, aad mills are erect- 
ing- 

Modt hiand is in the Mississippi, three miles above As 
month of Rock river. It is three miles long, and from 
one half to one mile wide, with lime stone rock for its 
base. Fort Armstronfr is on its south end. On two sides 
the rock is twenty feet perpendicniar above the river, and 
forms the foondation wall of the fort. A portioa of the 
island is cultivated. 

Bock Idamd City is laid out on a magoiicent acale, al 
the junction and in the forks betareen Imk river and the 
Mississippi. In conneetioo a company has been chartened 
to cot a canal from the Mississippi, near the head of tke 
upper rapids, across to Rock river, by which it is said, aa 
immense hydraulic power will be gaiaed. The towa aiia 
as surveyed, extends over a laq^ area and indndes 
Stephtmaon the seat of justice. 

Bodt Port^ a towa site io Pike county, on the Snycarlea 
Slough, and where it strikes the blnff and high groaada. 
Here the Atlas mills are in operatioa for aawiag and mana 
feetoriag flour oo an eiJensive scale. A charter has beea 
granted and a company formed to open a steamboat canal 
from the Soycartee to the Mississippi rivers, at a potac 
three miles above Rockport, where the Snycartee a^ 
preaches within half a mile of the Mississippi, aad 
thus famish steamboat navigation direct to the town. 

Mock Biver a large, navigable stream in the northei* 
part of the sute, that enters the Mississippi three milea 
below Rock Island. Its principal head is in a rmoa of 
lakes and swamps, towards Fox river of Green &y, its 
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course south, and then southwesterly. Another head is 
Catfish, a stream in Wisconsin territory, that connects 
together the *' Four lakes^^^ the head waters of which 
commence in a swamp a few miles south of fort Winne>- 
bago. The country towards the head of Rock river is 
made up alternately of swamps and quag mires, ridges, 
of sand and shrubby oaks, with tracts of rich, dry, un^ 
dulating land. The Thre Tremhlanty or trembling land, 
is in this region, so called from the shaking of the sur- 
face while passing over it. The militia of Illinois suffered 
much in passing their horses through this country in 1833 
while pursuing the army of Black Hawk. 

After Rock river enters the state of Illinois it receives 
the Peek-a-ton-o-kee, and several smaller streams, from 
the right; and from the left. Turtle river, Sycamore, Green 
river and several smaller streams. 

Muchof the country through which it passes in Illinois is 
prairie. About the mouths of Turtle river and Sycamore 
creek are large bodies of timber. It generally passes alonff 
a channel of lime and sand stone rock, and has several 
rapids of some extent that injure the navigation at low 
water. The first are three or four miles above its mouth. 
The second are twelve or fifteen miles below Dixon's 
ferry. The next are below the Peek-a-ton-o-kee« 

The country generally along Rock river to the boundary 
line is beautifully undulating, the soil rich, and the tim- 
ber deficient. This, however, will not prevent it from be- 
coming an extensive agricultural region. 

Bock Spring is situated in St. Clair county, on the Vin- 
cennes and St. Louis stage road, eighteen miles east of 
the latter place, and eight and a half miles northeast of 
Belleville. It is an elevated, and.a healthy, and pleasant 
situation, in a tract of barrens, selected by the author of 
this work as a permanent residence in 1820. Its name is 
derived from a series of springs that issue from ledges of 
rock a few rods from the public road. Here is a post office, 
and- daily mail. 

Bockwellj a town site on the north side of the Illinois 
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threr abore the mootb of little VenBilioa riw, m tke 
line of the canel. 

BodgertU Crttk, tMeS ilso ^FW&gr firk, m bna^ of 
Crooked r^reek, in MeI>oiioag;li coaoty. [See Vmae^M 
wMemad,'] 

BoOm^M Prmrie^ in FraaUiv coantj, nortli of VtwAS&iU 
Is six miles looor nod foar miles wide. The laadis level 
and pood, the settlement small. 

Bpme^ a town laid off on section five, ten nortfc, aiae cast 
on the west side of Peoria lake, in Feoria coaaty. Hern 
the lake is one mile wide. Popolatioo about 150l 

Bound Grace is a small tract of timber described by ila 
name in Warren connty. In ten north, three west. 

BomndPrmrie^ in the northeastern part ofScbayler t o— 
ty, on Williams's creek twenty miles from Rnahvillau It is 
a rich, dry, nndolating prairie, four miles in diameter, aad 
•nrroanded with timber. 

Round PrmrU^ in Wabash connty, twelve miles notlk- 
east from MoantCarmelffoor miles in diameter, veffyfcftOe^ 
and has ei|hteen or twenty fine farms on It. 

Bound Prairie^ in Bond connty, six miles west of 
north from Gr^enTille, is fh>m one to two oules in dia- 
meter. It is undulating and rich, snrronnded with a 
large body of good timber, and has a considerable set- 
tlement. 

Bound Prmnct in Perry county, on the east side eC 
Beancoop, eight or nine miles from Pisckn^frille. It is 
one mile wide, and from one to two miles long^ aad has a 
good setdement. 

Bo und Prmrie^ the forks of Sugar eredc and the so«ih 
fork of Sangamon riTcr, in Sangamon connty, a fine tnet ef 
country, seven miles southeast of Springfi<dd. 

Buak Credkj a small stream in Jo Davtess eoaaty, ihift 
rises between Plum and Apple rivers, runs a sonthareslerm 
course, »nd enters the Mississippi six or eight miles below 
Apple river. The first six miles from the month is low, 
wet, bottom land; above are alternate bottoms and pro. 
etpitous bloA. At the head is a fine farming 
with considerable timber. 
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RusHTiLLB, the seat of justice for Schuyler county, is 
sitaated in the central part of the coanty, at the south end 
of a heautiful prairie, on section thirty, two north, one 
west, ten miles from the Illinois river at the nearest point, 
and twelve from Beardstown. 

it has eight or ten stores, various mechanics and pro- 
fessional men, Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopalian and 
Campbellite churches, and 1000 inhabitants. A charter 
for a railroad to the Illinois river opposite Beardstown has 
been granted. 

The court house is of brick, two stories, and the people 
have erected a brick school house. Good building stone 
and plenty of coal are found in the vicinity. 

The settlements around Rushville are large, and the vil- 
lage itself exhibits a quietness and neatness in its ex- 
ternal appearance that is pleasing to the traveller. 

RusseWs Grove^ in McDonongh county, north of west from 
Macomb, is a fine tract of timbered land surrounded with 
rich prairie, and a considerable settlement. 

EusaelviUe, a town site and post office on the Wabash 
river in the northeast corner of Lawrence county. 

Sadorus, a small grove and settlement at the head tim- 
ber of the Kaskaskia, on the road from Springfield to 
Danville. 

Salem, the seat of justice for Marion county, is situated 
on the eastern border of the grand prairie, on the Yincen^es 
and St. Louis stage road, on section eleven, two north, 
range two cast of the third principal meridian. It is a 
pleasant village of about thirty families. 

Saline^ a navigable stream in Gallatin county, that enters 
the Ohio river twelve miles below Shawneetown, on sec- 
tion five, eleven south, ten east. It is made by three prin- 
cipal branches distinguished as the North, South, and 
Middle forks, which unite near Equality. ^ 

The North fork rises near McLeansboro* in Hamilton 
county, and runs a southerly course. 

The South fork rises on the borders of Johnson and 
Franklin counties, takes an easterly course, and unites 
with the North fork. 
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The JfiUfeyM: nsesoB theeastsMe ofFfaakfoeon- 
tTj takesa a oa th ca &te riy coarse, aad amies witk tlie Soatk 
mk a few miles abore Eqoalhj. 

Saliae efeek is aavigable Un steamboats to KqaaCty'* 
fimfteea miles. 

SuBahuty, a vfllage jost comoieBced ia Ae bolder of Ae 
timber of RkUaod ereek, ten mties omtbwestlrom Spda^ 
ieM, ia Sangamoo eooaty. 

8gk Credts ia Kfliogbam coanty, five miles east of Bw- 
iagtoB, sad oo the west side of the Foorteea Ifile prai- 
He. It is large eaoogh for a mUl stteui, aad eatets tbe 
Little Wabarii firer tea or tw^ve miles below Kiriag 
too. 

. SdSf Oredk rises in ^e firairies aorft sf Da Pige, rsas 
aa easterly eoarse sod eaters tbe Dea Pl»aes aear iha 
Chicago road. The timber is good aad the piaina laai 



dfj, oadalattBg, aad rich soil. 
ThesetdeawD 



r setdeawot comaias fifteea or tweaty i 
lead is tolerably good, aad tbe sorlhce ronjog. 

SbA Crtdt aatitmati, OB tbe aorth side of Mi 
ty, tweoty odles Ir6m Decatnr, of about oae haadred C»- 
ltailies« The laad is good, with pleaty of prairie. 

SaU Oredfc post office is ie the the abore Miilcmcat, 

SaH Prmritt ia Cilboiui county, lyiag b et w cea tbe 
bloflb aod 8alt Prdrie slou^. 

It is a dry, rich prairie, six miles loag, aod half a mile 
wide, densely settled with about six^ families. Fiae 
^rings break out from the foot of the bloffs, and a large 
nliae rises at the bead of the prairie, which fbmisbes 
abundant salt water for stock. 

SaltPrmrie Sbugk, a small arm of the Mis8issip|R, ia 
Calhouo county, six miles long, aear the foot of whicb is 
Gilead. It is naiig^le for small boats, and affords mm 
excellent haibor. 

Sangamon Bher^ a prominent branch of the ntiaots. It 
rises in Champaign county, in the mostelerated regioa of 
that portion of the state, and near the head waters of the 
two Yermilions aod the Kaskaskia riTers. It waters 
Sangamon and Macon counties, and parts of Taxewdl, 
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McLean, Montgomery, Shelby, and Champaign eoqnties. 
Its general course is northwesterly. Besides a number 
of smaller streams, noticed in their alphabetical order, as 
Clary's, Rock,' Richland, Prairie, Spring, Lick, Sagar, 
Horse, and Brush creeks, on the south side, and Crane, 
Cantriirs, Fancy, Wolf creeks, and other jstreams on th^ 
north side, its three principal heads are Salt creek, Norti^ 
fork, and South fork. 

Salt creek rises in McLean county, twenty-two north, 
janges four and five east, and runs a westerly course 
through the northwest corner of Macon into -Sa^ngamon 
county, where, after receiving Kickapoo and Sugar creeks, 
and several smaller ones, it enters the Sangaiuon river in 
the northwest part of township nineteen north; range six 
west. Its two principal heads are called tl\e Nortli fork 
of Salt creek, and Lake fork of Salt creek. 

North fork, which may be regarded as the main stream, 
rises in Champaign county, near the heads of the Ver- 
milion river of the Illinois, the Vermilion of the V^abash, 
.and the Kaskaskia, in twenty-four north, seven east, in a 
small lake. It runs southwesterly through Macon, then 
sonth, then west into Sangamon county, where it receiv^ 
South fork and Salt creek. 

The South fork of Sangamon rises by several branches 
in the northwestern part of Shelby, and the northeastern 
jiBxt of Montgomery counties, runs a southeastern course, 
and forms a junction with the North fork in sixteen north, 
four west, seven miles east from Springfield. 

Sangamon river and its branches flow through one of 
the richest and most delightful portions of the Grefit W^st. 
Complaints are made ofthe extent of the prairies, but this 
.oilers no serious inconvjenienjce for the present. Thes^ 
prairies for many years will afford range fpr tbou^nds qf 
cattle. The general aspect of the couniry on the Sanga- 
mon is level, yet it is sufficiently undulating.to permit the 
water to escape to the cieeks. It will soon constitute 
one of the richest agricultural districts in the United 
States, the soil being of such a nature that immense crops 
can be raised with little agricultural labor. 
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' Tbe SmgiBOB ttsari^ablelbrsieaBlioatsoftlie] 
er class to the janctioii of the Nortfi mmd Somlk Ibriks, ani, 
with a Httle labor ia elearioff oat the drift wood, each pn- 
cipal fork may be aaTigatedwith flat boats fisra loa^ fia- 
taoce. In the 9pnng of 1828 a steamboat of the Uigci 
daas arriTed within five miles of SpringfieU, aad dis- 
charged its cargo. At a small exp e nse indeari^— tthe 
logs, and catting the stooping trees, this river wonld be 
BSTigable Ibr stesmboots half the jear. Fhim a bend 
near the month of Claij*s ciedc, ifty miles above the 
moath of the Sangamon, the wateia find a channel thiungh 
the low gronnds and sloogfas to the vicinitj of Ikmds 
town, so that ked-boats can pass in thb diicctioa into the 
Sangamon. It is thought that with small ezpeasev^eoai- 
mnnieation flught be opraed in this direction. TW im- 
provement of the navigation of this river by slacfcwascr, 
the connection with Beardstown hj a canal, and the op an 
in|r a navigable water commonication aerooa the stale bj 
this roate have already been soggested. 

Samgamum^ a village and post office on the left bank of 
Sangamon river, 7 milea northwest from Springfield. It 
has a ateam saw and floor mill and 10 or 13 famiHrs, 

8amd Cretk is a aoMll atream in Shelby connty, ies 
miles noctheast 6i Shelby ville, and enlen the ITiiieaiiB 
river. 

Samd Crak Setikmemi^ in Shelby county, eight mIcs 
Borthenst of Shdbyville. The land is good, and the aei- 
tleaMttt large. 

flinrfy, a small miB stream that rises on the west side of 
La Salle coonty, rnas southwest, and enteis the Diinois 
in Pntnam coon^. 

Smiy Creek post olfiee is in La Salle eonnty, oa i 
tion ten, township thirty north, one west. 

Samtfy^ a small mifl stream in Moigan conn^. It i 
near the Sooth fork of the Manvaiseteire, rnns a aonthi 
eriy coarse past Winchester, and entere the Illinois river 
above Apple Creek. 

Samfy^ an insignificant stream, and bruM^ of C^nsh 
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Hwer^ in Alexander eoafitjr* The inod nen it ik rolliiif 
Mrfaee and rather thin soil. 

Sand Prairie^ a prairie of eome extent, and a tettlemeiit 
of eighty or a handred families, in Tasewell couaty, foar 
miles south ef Pekio, A rich sandy soil* . 

Sau^amiU'kte Swamp^ is a sloaghed tract of inundated 
land in Cook coanty, abont twen^ miles southwest of 
Chicago. After perforating through a few feel of mnd^ 
Ihe hflse is fbund to be lime. stone. The eaaal eommis- 
sioners are authorised to cause a sarTey of this route ftom. 
the Illinois and Michigan canal to the Calumet^ for a late- 
ral canal. 

Scntk village^ in Rock Island county, was three miles aboTe 
Book river, and four miles east of Rook Island. This 
was formerly the chief Tillage of the Sauk nation. Here 
were Indian fields fenced with poles, bark cabins, plats of 
blue grass pasture, and a large body of rich prairie land. 

The white settlement here is large, with fine fiums. 

Savanna^ a town and post office on the Mississippi, 
in Ju Daviess county, aboTo the mouth of Plum creek, and 
a point for the central rail read from the mouth of Ohie 
to Galena. 

8eatUr$ of Cmh* This name is given hj the people of 
Johnson county to a suecesstoft of ponds in which Cask 
river '' Bcaiters*^ itself. They are in township thifteea 
south, two esst. 

Seminary 7hum$kip^ a Settlement in the southwest 
corner of Fayette county, being &^e north and one west of 
the third principal meridian. It is a township of land, 
thirty •six miles square, granted by congress to lUi^ioU 
for purposes of education. It has since been relinquish* 
ed to the general government, and in place thereof, wk 
equal quantity is to be seleeted from unsold lands witlya 
the state. The Kaskaskia river cresses its sontheastem 
part, and the Hurricane fork runs through it near its wes* 
tern boundaYy. 

It is proportioned into timber and prairie, contains mu^ 
good land, and about thirty •five families. 

JSmaiehwinej a stream in Peoria county, rises in thirteen 
25 
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wotfh, m^ east, aad mw a dmom eoarw, ■enlj ] 
allel with the Illinois, vhich it eaten is aedioa eivkti 
■icraa oortli, use east, twestj miles sbsve Pteria. 

TbetB is mseli food lasd, both tiatihered wmi piaiiis, 
OB this creek, add a settleflMoi of tweotj or &iiij Ihh- 



It derives its aanie fron a w^ ksows ladias 
.who fotmefly tedded at its moath. 
- StmtTj a post office is McLean coonty, fift ees 
east of Bloomingtoo, oo seetioB tweeTf-seveB, tos 
-twen^-three Dot&, four esst- 

Sain ISit CrtA, is Ogle coooty, rises near the Psffils 
grove, rsss as east eoaise, asd eateis Rock river six 
niles above Dixoo's ferry. The coostiy lor tvesty er 
thir^ isiles above Dixoo*s ferry is geoerally prairie, ias 
Bpeised with somII groves of three or fosr hosdred se 
each, gently ondnlatiBf , soil dry sad very rich. Pn 
thence on the rood to Galena the sorfeee is hilly aad h 



Seam ISie Prmuie, in White eonn^, seven nifles ^ 
of Oarsu, ennlUBS a large and loorishing settlement 
post office. 

&gim*M CnA, a snsll stream in Alexander coi 
ranning westward, snd emptying into the Miiiimippi n 
short distance below Cspe Giiardeaa. 

The bottom land is rii^ hot the oplaad near it is nO- 
imr snd rather thin soil. This by mistske is ci 




dolph connty, eiehtee 
the road to Yan&lia. 



of 
Here is a town site cslled i 

J is the principal comm^eial town in the 

1 part of the state. It is sitnated on the Ohio riwer, 

abontten mUes below the month of the Wabash, in see- 
tion six, of township ten sooth, in range ten enst of the 
Aird principal meridian, in latitade tUrty-seven degrees 
forty minutes north. 
The bank of the Ohio at this place has a gradoid as- 
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eent, bat is enbteet to JiMwdation at the extiene floods* 
Between the town and the bluffs the surface is still low« 
er, and more frequently submerged. Thoiicrh bo conside- 
rable sickness has pLcevailed in this town for some years^ 
past, it cannot but be regarded as less healthy than ther 
more elevated portions of the state. 

Considerable oommensial business is transaoted at this 
place, both in the wholesale and retail line. It has eight 
or ten stores, several groceries, two publie hoasesi amL 
six or seven hundred imiabitants.' 

The land office for the district is in Sbawneetown. Ad 
printing office is here whtcK publishes a weekly paper 
called the ^^ Jllimia Adwriiiter^^^ 'There is also a banfa 
here which was chartered by the territorial 1egtslfttare,\afld: 
which has lately recommenced doing business, aflter a 
suspension of several years. 

SHEiiBTYiLLB, the Seat of justice fior. Sh^by county; 
is situated on the west bank of the Kaskaskia river, oik 
elevated and timbered land, on se^ction seven, eleven north, 
four east. It has six stores-— three groceries — a briolo 
court house, forty feet square, two stories, with a cupola 
—and forty-five or fifty families. The country around it 
is excellent land, a mixture of timber and praiiie, and th& 
settlements are extensive. There is a large sulphur spring 
in the town. 

Shiloh, a settlement in St. Clair county* six miles north-* 
east from Belleville. Here is a Methodist meeting bouse 
and camp ground. 

Shipky^s FrcUrie^ a small prairie in Wayne county, five 
miles southeast of Fairfield, and has fifteen or twenty^ 
families. , 

Shoal Creeks a fine stream that rises in Montgomery 
county, runs southwesterly through Bond and Clinton, 
and enters the Kaskaskia river in section six, one south, 
four west. It is formed by the union of the East, West, 
and Middle forks, and might be made navigable for small 
craft to a considerable distance. Its branches are Beaver, 
East, and West forks. The timber on its banks is of va- 
rious kinds, and from two to six miles in width, with prai- 
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t of Shoal cieek, la CKaloa, I 
iiaatiis. Its sveva^ width is eislit oiiles. Itiral^i- 
If rolliafv aad oo al ias maeb rood laad. 

Shmi Creek flrttfpifii/, io CliatoB eoanty, twdve ■ik^- 
•botbwest inm Carlyle. 

AscWwh a aost ofiea ia Wanea eseaty, oa seetis« 
tsrdve, tsiwiisHp algbt north, laage six east, and oa 
the road ftooa CoauBeiee to Ifooaooth. 



r*« AU l amnU ia Meieereoaaty, betweea Edwanis 
river aod the Mississippi, sod sevea aiiles shove New 
Boetoa. Timber and prairie iaterqieraed; rich, dry laad. 



Sktoi^M mttlmtmi, ia the Amerieaa hottoa^ ia Mearoe 
eooatjr. The laad aroaad is rich pitirie* 

Skmeif'e Siithmemt is ia the eastern pelt of Adanseoaa- 
«f, aesf the h«ads of Bear sad MeKee's ereein, sad the 
ted is less toUiaf than oth^ pottioas of the sssM eoaaty. 

SUmm Grom^ a ssttle n isn t and post oflloft in Caas eoan- 
ty, sixteen miles soath-soothwest from Beardstowa. It 
is at the head of Job's eieek, sod both the timber and 
piairie are exeoHeat lead. 

Sidmew, a town site in Chsmpai^ eoonty, on Sidt Fork 
of the Vermilion river, on the sooth side of section ntae, 
township eighteen north, ranfo ten west, on the northera 
eroesrml road from Springfield by Deeator to DaaviOe. 

SUifet Cnek rises ia the northera part of Msdisoa eoan- 
ty, teas soath iato St. Clair, sad enters the Ksshsshin la 
seetion twen^«eight, two sonth,*8even west. It is aboat 
My miles in length, hss several branches, and passes 
through a fertile and well popolated conntry, diveisiied 
with timbef and prairie. Its name was given firom the 
supposed existence of Silver mines, not far from Seek 
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Sprii^f, wbere tbe^aily Frmieh explorers made eoaeid^ 
rable excavations. 

Sumnatvayi a stream in the northwest eorner of the 
state* It rises io the prairies of WiscoDsin territory, tubs 
a southwest course, and enters the Mississippi six miles 
aboye Fever river, and nearly west from Galena. 

Timber scattering, some cedar and a few pines. 

iSitgreave*s SeitlemetUf in Clinton eoanty^ twelve miles 
' south of Oarlyle. 

SixU FraipU lies in the southern part of Schuyler 
4Sounty, seventeen mites west of south from Bushvillcw 
and seventeen miles northwest from Naples. It is a rich* 
«ndulatinff, dry -tract, ten miles losgf, and three jniles 
broad, and surrounded with excellent timber. The seir 
ilement .comroenoed in 1829, and now contains seventy- 
five or eighty families. The post.ofifioe is called Mount 
Sterling. 

Six Mile is the name of a creek, and a settlement, in 
Pike county* The creek heads in the interior and enters 
Snycartee near the county line of Calhoun. The settle- 
ment on it is large* 

Six Mile Prairie^ ii\ the American bottom, southwestern 
part, of Madison cK>unty'^'^ rich tract of alluvion, with 
fine farms, and :surroanded with a heavy body of timber 
—-rather unhealthy* 

Six Mile Praifie^ in Perry county, nine miles southwest' 
of Pinckneyville, is nine miles long and six miles wide. 
It is level, tolerably good soil, and settled aldng its 
eastern border. 

Skillet Fark^ a large branch of the Little Wabash. It 
rises in the prairies east of Vandalia, and running a 
southern course, enters that river in the northern part 
of White county. Its banks are subject to inundation. 
The land adjoining it is fertile, but too level for conveni- 
ence. 

Skillet Fork Settlement, in the northeast corner of Ha- 
milton county. 

Skillet Forky a settlement in White county, six miles 
25* 
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SUk Fmd^ a poiM of tfaa fcer ai 
llw borier af Maatgaaerj eaaa^t m finr ad 
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toBdwaidavilla. 

AnaB Agt Jter, n Jo D a t kaa eo«Btir« 
«r Oileai, imm west, aod calan the Mm 
aoatliofFevarriTer,iBaB aeote aaglewitbttei 
B is iftcaa ailea loaf, the eoaatf aa lis hoadanany 
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hama, six nUaa bdow Lawiaaeeville. 

AasTa &«faMi#,n St. CWr oaaaty^alK 
waat ftaai BaUarilla.. The lead ehicij t 

AadA'a Uki, w the Dliaoia bottaa 
It ia below iic ia doa ia , aad wdtaa with 

amUkU SdOtmaa ia aaar Shoal 
eoaatj, foar aulaa soath of GieaaTille. 

flaiarfi Frmirie is ia Madiaoa cfiaatf , ia the 
Wood mer, dfht niHea east ftoai Altoa. It 
wlea foag aad abaat two wide, level aad lalhar wet. 

Sm^Bt Cmkj a bfaaeh of ladiaa eieek, ii " 

A^^vte, (ia Ffcaeh, CkmmUetmfe, aaid ta 
«cai oA^ or •• loateharaal,'*) aa ana of the Mi 
ia Pike coaa^, coauaoalj called a ••aloagh,* ia the 
Iset <^ the eowtiT. It ia a raaaiB|r water at all 
■ r, aad for 




of the liw, aad for aereial aoatha fa 
aarigaiioa to Atlas. It laafea the 1 
aiaeleea, three soath* eight west, ia Adana eoaatj,< 
it agaia ia Calhoaa eaaatj, aeeiioa aevea, eight i 

foar west, aad moa froai oae to liTe nilea fron the : 

mer. It is aboot fthj aules ia Icagth. The lead ea the 
idand is of first rate allovioa, proportiooed iato 1~ 
aad prairie, bat sabieet to aaaaal laaaAuioas. 



I praine, bat sabjeet I 
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Sriktdf't Sehiemmt is on the soath side of Mscoft 

Sbtrnmauk Cteek rises in Kane eoasty, nins a southern 
eoorse, and eaters Fox rirer in La Salle count j. It is a 
mill stream. 

South America is a settlement in Gallatin county, fifteen 
miles sooth west from Equality, and near the corner of 
Pope and Franklin counties. 

South Fork of Spoon River rises in Warren county, neat 
the head of Ellison creek, runs a southeasterly course* 
and unites with the main stream in section four, township 
eight north, range two east. 

Some of the best land in the state lies on this stream. 
This is frequently called We$t Ibrk, 
^ South Prairie^ in Morgan county, is on the south side 
of Walnut creeks 

Spamtth Needle^ a trifling stream in Macoupin county 
that enters Macoupin creek, above Dry fork. 

Spoon Biter^ a large and beautiful river on the military 
tract. A description of its principal heads may be seen 
by reference to the articles, "/br** of Spoon river^ and 
*^ South fork of Spoon river.^ After the union of these 
forks, the general course of this rirer is south till within 
a few mites of its mouth, when it takeb a southeasterly 
course and enters the Illinois in section thirty-three, four 
north, four east, directly opposite Havanna. 

This stream is navigated for several miles, and, at a 
trifling expense, in clearinflf out the trees and rafts of tim- 
ber, it might be made navigable for one half of the year 
to the forks. 

Large bodies of timber of the best qualitjr line the 
banks of this stream, and the soil in general is inferior to 
none. 

The main river and several of its tributaries furnish 
excellent mill seats. The prairies adjacent are generally 
undulating, dry and fertile. . 

Above the mouth of Spoon river is a large lake on the 
west side of the Illinois. 

Spring Bay^ a singular basin, about seventy-five rods 
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!• diMMler, adjouuif the DUaois imr, is Iht aflfcr part 
o€ Taxewell coautj. in froat it opeas to the nvn, tha 
waters of whiefa eMer ud fill it at flood magt. Whem 
low, thej ledie and leave the hasin diy, ^aot^umg m 
stream made b j a number of springs vhich burst fiofth 6a^ 
the sand ridge on three sides of iu On this rid^ aie 
signs of an old aettlemeat or fortificatioa, A short dl»> 
taoce below is the mooth of Blae creek, over which h m 
bridgb of earth. Below this is a taoand, foft^ve ] 
in circamfereoce at the base, aad tweatj feet la ~ 
It is said to have beeo opened, aad ha 
tweotj feet from the top. 

Spmg Crtik enters Saagamoa river foar mileB fina 
Springfield. The conatiy iK>rderiog is rather level, wsy 
rich and deiiselj popolated. The timber is firaai twa t» 
five miles wide, autd of excel lent qoalitj. 

Spring Cndt, ia Petoam coontj, enlcia the luii 
four miles below the Little Vermilioa. 

SprUtg Creek, a branch of the Iroqoois river, ia ] 
eoontj, excellent tioiber, and level, rich prairie. 

Spbugfuui one of the largest towas ia lliiniii, and 
the seat of justice of San^oKW cooaty. It is sitaaiad 
oa the border of a beaoiifol prairie oa the soath side af 
the timber of Spriag creek, oa seciioas twea ^se v ea aad 
thirtj-foar, ia township sixteea aorth, ia raage five went 
of the third principal aieridian. This Iowa was laid aC 
in Febraary, 18^ before the lands ia this lagioa wne 
sold. At the land sales of Noveariier, 1833, the tract aa 
which the older portion of the town is located, was par> 
chased and dolj recorded as a towa. It thea esaiancd 
about thirty families, living in saall log cahias. TW 
surface is rather too level for a large towa, iato which it 
is destined to grow; but it is a dry aad hedthy locatioa. 

Springfield has aiaeteeo dry goods sioi«a, oae whale- 
sale and six retail groceries, four public hooses« four drag 
stores, one book store, two clothing stores, elevea law- 
yers, eighteen physicians incloding steam doctors, oaa 
foundry for castings, four carding aiachines, merb ' 
and trades of various description^ and two printisg c 
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from which are ietoed weekly the ^^IlUaoU H^uhMetm^^^ 
and the " Sangamon Joumml.** The puhlie bmklinse are 
a court house. Jail, a market house, and houses of wor- 
ship lor two Presbyterian churches, one Methodist, one 
Baptist Reformer, one Episcopalian, and one Baptist so- 
eiety, each of which have ministers, and respectable con- 
gregations. 

The first house built in Springfield was erected fifteen 
years since. The town baa Increased more than hall 
within the last three years. It has excellent schools for 
both sexes, and an academy* By a recent act of the 
legislature Springfield is to be the permanent seat of go* 
Ternment after 1840, and an appropriation has been made 
of 1150,000 and commissioners appointed to build a state 
house. 

Spring Island Or&ve, in Sangamon county, from four* 
teen to twenty miles west of Springfield, on the road to 
Jacksonville. It lies at the head of Sprinpr creek, and 
is an excellent timbered tract, surrounded with rich prai- 
rie, from six to ten miles long, and from two to three 
miles wide, and has a flourishing settlement. Many ex-* 
cellent springs are found iii this tract of country. 

i^prmg Ghnve post (^ce, in Warren ^unty, seven miles 
BOfth of Monmouth. 

Spring Pointy in Jasper County, on the national road. 

Squaw Prairie, in Boone county, lies between theBea* 
Ter and Piskasau creeks. It ia round, rich, lerel, and 
contains about ten sections of land. > 

Starved Bock, near the foot of the rapids, and on the 
right bank of the Illinois, is a perpendicular mass of lime 
and sand stone washed by the current at its base, and ele- 
vated 150 feet. The diameter of its surface is about 100 
feet, with a slope extending to the adjoining bluff from 
which alone it is accessible. 

Tradition says that after 4he Illinois Indians had killed 
Pontiac, the French governor at Detroit, the northern 
Indians made war upon them. A band of the Illinois, in 
attempting to escape, took shelter on this rock, which 
they soon made inaccessible to their enemies, and where 
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thej WMre elosely besieged. They bad seeojed pmri- 
sions, but their only resoaroe for water was by lettiiig 
down ▼essels with bark ropes to the river. The wily 
besiegiers cootrived to come io canoes onder the rock aiid 
out off their buckets, by which means the unfortuoate 
Illinois Wiere starred to death. Many years after, their 
booes were whitening on this summit. 

Steam Poinl^ a point of timber running into the prairie 
that adjdns Bmlette's creek, in Edgar conn^. 

SUePt MilLt a post office and settlement in Randolph 
eounty sixteen miles east of Kaskaskia, on the Shawnee* 
town road. The soil is of a middling quality. 

SteotfC* Cruk rises in Macon county, and enters the 
North fork of Sangamon three miles below Decator. 

Stephenson^ the seat of justice of Rock Island coooty« 
is situated on the Mississippi opposite the lower end of 
Rock Island. It has twenty or thirty families and is iiH 
creasing. 

Stillmofi^s Run^ in Ogle county, formerly called Mud 
Creek, a small stream that runs northwest andenters Rock 
river a few miles below Kishwaukee, where, on the I4th 
of May, 1833, a battalion of militia, consisting of aboot 
375 men, under the command of Major Isaiah Stillman, 
of Fulton county, were attacked, defeated, and eleven 
men killed, by a portion of the Indian army under the 
celebrated Black Hawk. 

Stinking Creek, see Beaver creek. 

St. Marion^ a town site in Ogle county, at fiaSaloo 
grove. 

St. Man/*s Biver rises in Perry county, and enters the 
Mississippi six miles below the mouth of the Kaskaskia. 

St. Mary**y a town and post office on the west side of 
crooked creek in Schuyler county, in four north, five 
west, on the mail route from Rushville to Carthage. It 
commenced in 1836, and has two stores, one grocery, and 
a dozen families. 

Stokes^s Settlement^ in the eastern part of Union county, 
near the head, and on the south side of. Cash river, con- 
tains one hundred families. The surface of the lajid i9 
roiling, and the soil good. 
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' Sl&ne*a Settlement is fifteen miles below Quincy, in 
three sooth, seven west. 

StouVa Grave^ a settlement in McLean connty, on the 
Maekinau, in twenty-four and twenty-five north, one west, 
and twelve miles northwest of Blooniington. The north 
part is a large and heavily timbered bottom, principally 
<)ak, with some barrens.. The soath part is first rate 
timbered land. 

* Strawn*s SettUrtunt^ in Pntnam county, about twenty 
miles below Hennepin, was commenced in 1831. 
- String Prairie, in Greene county, lies between Ma- 
eonpin and Apple creeks, commencing four miles west 
of Carrollton,andextendinf|r fifteen miles ea8t,*and from half 
a mile to three miles in width. It is a rich, level tract, 
and much of it in a state of cultivation. 

String Tbtim, on the Embarras, in Lawrence county, 
sixteen miles north of Lawrenceville, has 100 families. 
' StubhUfielfCs Branch is a trifling stream tliat rises in 
the northern part of Bond county, runs southwest, and 
enters the East fork of ^hoal creek, two miles above 
Greenville. A considerable settlement is near it. 

Sugar Creeky in Sangamon county, rises in the prairies 
towards the southwestern part of the county, where its 
waters interlock with the heads of the Mabonpin and Ap- 
ple creeks, runs a northeasterly coarse, and enters the 
Sangamon river a short distance below the forks. Its 
main branch is Lick creek. The land is good, snrface 
rather level, and the timber of various kinds, from one 
to two miles in width. Thd settlements are large, and 
extend from the mouth to the head of the timber. 

The lan^s sitnated between Lick and Sugar creeks, are 
said to be of a superior quality for grazing, etc. 

Sugar Creek, in the northeastern part of Schuyler coun- 
ty. It rises in the southeast corner of McDonough county, 
takes a southeastern course, near the. boundary line of 
Fulton, and enters the Illinois above Beardstown, on sec- 
tion four, two north, one east. A large body of excellent 
timber lies on this stream. Red and yellow ochre are 
found in its banks. 
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Smgar CrtAt ^ 9w\\ •timin that fues in the Mterior 
of Edgar eoanty, takes an eaatani cMMuae and 
IhroQgli a comer of Indiaiia into the Wabash. 

Suim Cfvdb, aamall stDeatn in Clark aoaaty, th^ | 
•ear Paleatioe aad eaiera the Wahaah. 

Sttgwr OreMk^ in Iroquois eoqaty, a branch of the Ire* 

30018 liTBr, There ia ooaaiderahie timber along its bor> 
era. 

Smgmr Crttk^ a aniall stieain rising ia township foar 
north, ia range iivo veat of the third principal niendia% 
and raaning a sontherl^ coarse through the eastern bor- 
ders of Madiaoa into Clinton ooaa^« entera the Kaskaalria 
near the base line* in five west, ft passes through a liaa 
ooantry of land. 

Sugar Crtekj in McLean county, rises ia tweiitj-fiMnr 
aorth, two eaat, and runs throngh Bloomiog grore in a 
sonthwestem direcdon. It is a good mill stresm, has firm 
banka, and graTslly bottom. It. passes aoross the sooth- 
east part of Taxewdl into Sengamoa couaty, and entefs 
Salt creek ia township twenty north, range fire wesL II 
waters a rich body of land, and has an extenaiTe line of 
aettlementa. 

Sugar Credi SMememi^ ia the aoatheastera part ef 
T^xewell conn^, on Sugar cieek* It has sevenly or eightj 
fiunilies, and is incmasing. 

Sugar Qroat^ in the north part of Saagamoo eonntj, 
twenty miles north of Springfield. It is a fine tract oC 
timber surrounded with fertile prairie, about three mika 
long, and one mile wide, with a respectable aettlemeet. 

Sugar Oroae^ in Putnam county, in fifteen north, aix 
eaat; a beautiful groTe of timber with good prairie and 
barrens around it. 

Sugar Bwer, in Winnebago county. It rises in the 
Wisconsin territory, runs south across the boaadary line 
about elcTen miles west of Rock riyer, and enters the 
Peek-a-ton*o-kee. The countiy between it and Rock 
river is rather swampy, with ridges of bnr oak timber. 
Along its course the land and timber are good. 

Sugar Tree Grove, in Henry county, north of Edwards 
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tiver, in fifteen north, three east. Timber, Marions; prai- 
rie, nmlulating and rich. 

Summit^ a town site in Cook county, at the " Point of 
Oaks,^' on the canal, thirteen miles from Chicago. 

SweeVi Prairie is in the south part of Morgan connty, 
three miles west of Manchester. It is level and w^t. 

Swtt^B Prairie is in Madison eoanty, four miles nortii« 
east from Ed wards ville. 

Swigarfa Settlement^ in St. Clair county, is under the 
Mnffs seven miles east of St. Lonts. 

Swinnington^a Pointy a settlement in Morgan county. 

Swanwick^a Creek rises near the Grand Uote, and enters 
Beaucoop creek, in Perry county. 

Sycamore Creek rises in the prairies near Fox nrer, and 
isnters Rock river, thirty-five miles above Dixon's fbrry. 
It is fifty yards wide at i^ month. The Indian name ib 
Ktah-wott-kei, 

Table Grove is a beautiful and elevated tract of 150 or 
300 acres of timber, on the west side of Fvhon county^ 
and has a delightful prospect. 

7limarati7a, a town site on the right bank of the Kas- 
kaskia river, and near the line of St. Clair and Monroe 
eounties, and at the lower end of the Twelve Mile prairie* 
It is an elevated and pleasant situation. 

Tarapin Rid^^ a settlement four miles north of Leba- 
non, in St. Chiir county. 

Ihylor's Creek rises in Macoupin county, and enters 
Macoupin creek, in Greene county. 

Tkeum^eh^ a town site on the Great Wabash river, tn 
White county, at the Little Chain, (rapids,) on high 
ground, and well situated for business. It is on fraetionel 
section thirty-one, township six sonth, eleven east. 

Tegarden^a Mill, on Taylor's creek, in Greene county. 

Ten Mik Creek rises in the Great prairie near Putnam 
county, runs through a broken but well timbered country, 
and enters Peoria lake five miles above Peoria. 

Ten Mile Creek, in Hamilton county, is a branch of 
Muddy river, and runs through an undulating tract. Here 
i% a settlement of forty or fifty families. 
26 
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. T%om Cretk risea io three forks in the northetst part of 
Will county, rons north and enters the Calnmet in Cook 
county. 

T%onUon^ a town site on Thorn creek, near the soatb- 
eastern part of Cook county. 

SThree Milt Frmrut in Washington connty, has an on- 
^nlating sur^ce. It is eight miles south of NashYiUe. 

Timbered Settlement includes the northeast quarts of 
Wabash county, and is ten miles from Mount Carmel. 
it contains sixty or seventy families. The timber is ex- 
cellent. 

Thm'* Prairie^ in Wayne county, is six miles northeast 
of Fairfield, on Elm river, and has twenty or twenty-five 
iiemiilies. The soil is second rate. 

Totten* Prairi^^ in Fulton connty, seven miles north- 
west of Lewistown, is from one to three miles wide and 
ten long. It is good land and has a large settlement. 

Vovrn Fork is a branch of Troublesome creek, in Mo- 
Donoogh county. 

Tbemoht, the seat of justice for Tazewell connty, is 
sitnated in a delightful prairie, between Pleasant grove 
and Mackinau, on section eighteen, township twenty-foor 
north, three west, and ¥ras laid off by a company in the 
spring of 1835. It Jiow contains six stores, four groceries, 
jtwo taverns, two lawyers, two physicians, two ministers, 
one apothecary's shop, sixty-eight buildings, and about 
three-hundred inhabitants. The religions denominations 
are fiaptists, Presbyterians, Methodists, Episcopalians, 
and Unitarians, all of whom, at present, worship in one 
house. It is contemplated to erect one or more houses of 
worship this year. It lies in the heart of a beautiful coun- 
try of prairie and timber. 

Triniiy is on the Ohio six mUes above its junction with 
the Mississippi, and at the mouth of Cash river, en sec- 
tions one and two, seventeen south, one west. Steamboats 
from the Ohio and Mississippi rivers exchange cargoes 
here, repair, etc. It has one tavern and one store, and is 
inundated six feet at extreme high water. 
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Trouhksome Creeks a branch of Crooked creek, in 
McDonoogh county. 

Troy, a town site in Madison county, seven miles south- 
east from Edwardsville. 

Troy Grove is in La Salle county, at the head of Little 
Vermilion, twelve miles above its mouth, throngh which 
the stage road passes from Ottawa to Dixonville and Ga- 
lena. 

Turkey Creek enters the Illinois river, in Morgan coun- 
ty, between Walnut and Sandy creeks. 

Turkey Hill, in St. Clair county, four miles southeast 
of Belleville, the oldest American settlement in the coun- 
ty was commenced by William Scott, Samuel Shook, and 
Franklin Jarvis, in 1798. It is now populous. Formerly 
this name was used to designate a large tract. 

Tumey^s Prairie, in Wayne county, eight miles south 
6i Fairfield, is from one to two miles in extent. The soil 
is good, and the settlement contains about twenty-five 
families. 

Turtle River rises in Wisconsin territory, and enters 
Rock river, forty rods below the boundary line. 

Twelve Mile Grove is between the Kankakee and Hick* 
cry creek, in Cook county, and contains 600 acres. 

Twelve Mile Prairie, in Effingham county, west of the 
Little Wabash, is level, and in many places wet. It ex- 
tends throngh Effingham aiid Clay counties. The nation-* 
al road crosses it in the former, and the Vincennes in the 
latter county. ' 

Twelve Mile Prairie, in St. Clair county, is moderately 
undulating, and good soil. Indian name Tau'fnar'Waua. . 

TuntchelTa Mill, a post office on Big creek, Pope county, 

Tyrer^s Creek, a branch of the Mississippi, in Adams 
county, rises in two south, eight west. 

Union Prairie, in the southeast part of Clark county, 
is five miles long and three broad. The settlement is large* 

Union Prairie, in Schuyler county, four miles west of 
Rushville. 

Union^ a post office in Champaign county, twenty miles 
west of Danville. 
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Ihdm Gr&9e^ ia St. Clair eoontj, is oa tke boidcn of 
Looking Glass prairie and on the east side of SiJTer creek. 
The IsmL is exeeileot, and tlie setUement extensive. It 
is sometimes called PadJkl^M Sttilamtut. 

UiOTT, the seat of joetiee of AlcEsander coontj, Teceatl j 
located, in the oorneis of townships fifteen and sizteea 
sooth, in nngee one and two west of the third ^incipal 
meridian. It is on the east side of Cash river. 

Vjpper dCftoR, a dd^htfollj sitneled town, on devatei 
ffroond, two and a half miles back from the river and east 
Mom 41ton, on seetioo seven, township ^w^ north, lange 
nine west. The sitnation of the town is high and heahhy 
The eonntiy aronnd was originallj timbmd land, and is 
andolaiieg; the prevailing pewth eonsists of oaks of vn- 
rioas species, hiekoiy, walnut, etc. 

There are eight stores, five groceries, two lawyers, five 
physicians, mechanics of vnrions descriptions, a stanm 
saw and fioor mill, and aboot 300 fomilies, or 1500 inhah* 
itants. The Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyteiiaan, 
each have, hooees of worship. The Baptist and Pren- 
byterian booses are handsome stone edifices, with spires, 
bsUs, fte. and provided with nuoisters. Thoe are seven 
or eight ministers of the gospel, resideats of this plaes, 
some of whom are eonoMted with the college and the 
Theologieal aenunary;— others are agents for soom of the 
poUic beoevojeot institotions, whose £imilies reside beve. 

Good morals, religions privileges, the advantages for 
edocation in the college, and in three respectable eoai- 
Bion schools, with an inlriligent and agreeable aociely 
make this town a desirable residence. 

Upper Alton was laid off by the proprietor in 1816, and 
in 1831, it contained fifty or sixty families. In 1837, it 
had dwindled down to a few from several causes. Bnt 
since the commencement of Alton, the floorishing laer- 
eantile town on the river, it has experienced a rapid growth 
and will doubtless continue to advance, propc^onats to 
the progress of the town and country aronnd. 

l^^par Maekmau StUlemenis^ a string of settlesMOts 
towards the head of the Mackinao, in McLean cosn^. 
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BboQt fourteen tniles north of Bloomington; The ticnber 
18 diyided into several groves, and is about twenty-four 
miles in length from east to west, and from one to three 
miles in width. The old Kickapoo and Pattowatomie 
towns were on the north side of this timber, where the 
blue ^rass grows in wild luxuriance. Here are over 100 
families, and the land is excellent. 

UnsANNAf the seat of justice for Champaign countji 
named by the last legislature. 

Ursa, a post office in Bear creek settlement, Adams 
county, on section eighteen, township one north, eight west 
and ten miles north of Qoincy. 

Uiiea, a town site in Fulton county, two and a half 
miles from the Illinois river, on Copperas creek. It has 
one steam mill, one store, one distillery and ten or twelve 
families. 

Utiea, a town site and post office on the north .side of 
the Illinois river at the Lower rapids, on the canal line, 
and 10 miles below Ottawa, on section seventeen, town^ 
ship thirty-three north, two east. It is four miles 
from the termination of the canal, and has two or threte 
stores, and families. 

Valentine's Settlement is in Bond county, on the west 
side of Shoal creek. The land is good. 

. Vandewenier^e Settlement is on tli^ Illinois river, in the 
south part of Schuyler county, twenty miles from Rush- 
ville. 

FandPs Settiementy in Union county, on a branch of 
Clear creek. The land is rolling. 

Van Buren, a town site on the Mississippi in Whiteside 
county, 42 miles above Rock Island, and. 50 miles below 
Galena. It has two steam saw mills, a post office, (name 
unknown) and ten or twelve houses building. 

Van Buren, a post office in Big Grove, in Champaign 
county, four miles north of Urbanna. 

Vance's Settlement, in McDonough county, is in five 
north, two and three west, six or eight miles southwest, 
from Macomb, and on the waters of Crooked creek. The 
land is excellent. 

26* 
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Y AND ALIA is the pfesent seat of gOYenuneat for tlie 
state, the seal of jostioe for Fayette eoaatj, and was 
laid oot- in 1818, hj cooDiniasioBers appoiated for that 
parpose, aaderallie aathoritT of the state. It is sitoated 
oa tlie west baak of tlie Kaslcaskia niFer, on sections 
eight, ntoe, sixteen and seTonteen, of township six norths 
in range one east of the third principal meridian. The 
site is high, andolating, aad was oriainaUy a timhered 
tract. The streets cross at right angles and are eif^ktj 
leet IB width. The pahlic sqnare is on elevated gronnd. 
The pnhlio baildings are, a state house of brick sod so^ 
lieiently commodioos for legislatiTe pnrposes, unfinished, 
a neat framed house of worriiip for the Preahyterias 
society, with a enpola and hell, a framed meeting hoaas 
for the Methodist society, another small public builduig 
open for all denominations, and for schools, aad other 
ptiblio purposes. 

There are in die town two printing offices that iaass 
weekly papers, the «* State Beguter^^' and the •* IV^e 
iVew,'*--four taverns, eight stores, two groeeries, oss 
elothing store, two schools, four lawyers, four physi^aaa 
one steam and one water saw mill, one minister of the 
gosnel, and about 860 inhahitaBts. 

Near the river the country generally is heavily ttmhered, 
hut a few miles back are exteasive prairies. The ^Hntienal 
road'* has been permanently loeated and partiaUy eos- 
structed to this place. 

FermUion Biver^ of the Wabash, rises in the great 
prairies of Champaign and Iroquois counties and enters 
the Wabash in the state of Indiana. Its branchea are. 
North, Middle and Salt forks. 

Xferthforh^ rises in InMjuois county, and omtes with the 
main stream below Danville. 

Salt fork rises in Champaign county, near the head of 
the Sangamon river, runs a sooth course till it enters 
township eighteen north, in range ten east, when it 
makes a sudden bend and runs noiQi of east to Danville. 
The Salt works are on this stream, six miles above Dan- 
ville. 
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Middkfhrk rises in the prairie, fofty miles BCNrthwestof 
Danville, and enters Salt fork. 

The timber on these forks is from one to two miles wide 
and of a good quality. The adioining ftjairies are drj, 
undulating and rich. 

Vermiiion {Littk) rises in the south part of Vermilion 
county, and enters the Wahash river io Indiana* It is a 
mill stream, with a gravelly and rocky bottom, and has a 
fine body of timber on its banks. Large and Nourishing 
settlements have been made on both sides ef the timber 
to its bead. 

Vermilion River of the Illinois, rises in Livingston 
eoanty, through which it passes into La Salle county, and 
enters the Illinois near the foot of the rapids. Towards 
its head the surface is tolerably level, with a rich soil, 
large prairies, and but small quantities of timber. To- 
wards the Illinois its bluffs become abrupt, often 100 tiset 
high, with rocky banks and frequent rapids and falls. It 
is an excellent mill stream, about fifty yards wide, and 
runs throtigk extensive beds of bituminous coal. Its blu& 
contain immense quarries of lime, sand and some free stone 
excellent for grind stones. The timber upon its banks 
are oaks of various kinds, walnut, ash, sugar maplt* 
hickory, etc* 

VermilwnviUe^ a town site and post office north of the 
Vermilion river in La Salle county, on section nine, town* 
ship thirty-two north, two east. Itis a pleasant situation, a 
tiiriving village, and surrounded with an excellent country. 

Near it on we Vermilion river, is Lowell a manufacturing 
town in embryo, with abundance of water power. Great 
quantities of bituminous coal exist in this vicinity. 

Feraailks a village of twelve or fifteen families on the 
west side of McLean county, 20 miles northwest of 
Bloomington. 

Vienna, the county seat of Johnson county, contains 
twenty-five or thirty families, and three stores. It is situ- 
ated on the east fork of Cash river, in sections five and 
six, thirteen south, three east. The main road from Gol- 
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cooda to Joiiesboro,' aod Jackson, Mo., passes throagli fhis 
place. It is in latitude 37 deg. 35 minates Doith. 

FUiage Prairie, in Edwards eoooty, two miles Doith of 
Albion, aboQt three miles wide. A small stream called 
•' The Village'' runs through it to the litde Wabash. 

Pineermes Bbad passes from Vincenoes tu St. Loais, 
through Lawrence, Clay, Marion, Clinton, and St. Clair 
counties, 154 miles. A daily mail in post coaches passes 
this road. 

Vinegar Mil, in Jo Daviess eonnty, six miles north of 
Galena, is a prairie country, and contains one of the richest 
lead mines in this region. 

Virginia Settlement^ in McHenry coonty on the west side 
of Fox river, seven miles from it. It is on the old Indian 
trail from Chicago to the Wisconsin. The prairie and 
timber about equally interspersed, sarfoce rolling, soil m 
black sandy loam and very rich. 

Wabash Chrove, in the east part of Shelby county. Is ob 
one of the heads of the Little Wahash. The timbo- and 
prairie are excellent and the settlement is large. 

Wabash Point, in the southwestern part of Coles connly 
is the principal head of the Little Wabash. The timber 
and adjoining prairie are good, and the settlement is large. 

Wabonsie, a tributary of Fox river in Kane county. It 
rises in a large spring, runs southwest, and enters Fox 
liver, Q miles below the Big Woods. It is a fine mill 
stream. 

Wait's Settlement, is in Bond coonty, nine miles west 
of Greenville and on the west side of Shoal creek. The 
prairie is good, and the timber abundant. 

WakeJtekTs Settlement, in the south part of Shelby 
county, is a fertile tract well timbered. The settlement 
is large. 

Walker's Grove, a post ofSce in McDonough coonty, 
seven miles south of Macomb. 

Walnut Creek, in Morgan county, enters the Illinois 
above Plum creek. 

Walnut Creek heads in the northwestern part of Taxe- 
well county, and enters the Mackinau in section sixteen, 
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twenty-five north, one west It has a free eamnt, gra- 
Telly hottoro, and runs through rich laud. 

Wialnutr a brauch of Beaacoup creek, in Perry oouuty, 

WeUnnt Grove^ a rich tract on Waluut creek, in Taie- 
well county, about one mile wide and nine long. 

Walnut GrovCf a settlement in the southwest corner of 
Edgar county. 

Walnut Bill Prairie, on the line between Jefferson and 
Marion counties. Some parts are tolerably good, others 
rather flat and wet. It is four miles long, and three broa4 
and contains seyenty-five families. 

Walnut HiU post office is in the southwest corner of 
|4arion county, on the road from Carlyle to Mount Ver* 
non. 

Wainut Prairie, in Clark county, near the Wabash, 
about five miles long and two broad. It is tolerably IsTel, 
bas a rich sandy soil, and a fine settlement. 

Walnut Paint post office, is in Adams county, on secn 
tion thirty -two, township one north, six west, eighteen 
miles northeast from Quincy. 

Walker's Grave, on the Du Paffe, in Will county, forty 
miles from Chicago, is a beautiml tract snnrounded by a 
rich prairie and a large settlement. It is about three miies 
long and one wide. 

Wapelo, a town site at the falls of Apple river, in Jo 
Paviess county. Here are a saw and grist mill, several 
ifamilies, stores, etc. 

WardTs Settlement is the oldest in Macon county, and is 
eight miles south of Decatur. 

Warrenton, a town site in Cook county on the west fork 
of the Du Page, four miles above Napierville. 

Wareaw is an important commercial position, on the 
Mississippi river, at the foot of the Des Moines rapids, 
16 miles west-southwest from Carthage. It has a steam 
mill, several stores, and 200 or 300 inhabitants, and is to 
be the termination of the railroad from Peoria. It is near 
the site of old Fort Edwards. 

Washington, a new village in the western part of Ful- 
ton county, twenty miles from Lewistown, 
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Waakmgtcn^ a town site aod handsome Tilkge in Tate-^ 
well coantj.on scetion twenty-thceet township twentj-siK 
north, three west, and 14 miles north ofTremont. It is sitn- 
mted on the sooth side of HoUand^s grore, on the border of 
a deliahtfal prairie, and eontains 5 stores, 3 groeeries, € 
physicians, varioos mechanics, a steam saw mill, and 
about 300 inhabitants. The post office is HoUiauPt Grere* 

WatkingUm, Grace \% in the interior of Ogle eoantj, and 
contains two or three sections of timber, snrronnded with 
an excellent rolling prairie. 

Watbkloo, the seat of jasfice for Monroe coontj, is 
situated on high ground, in township two south, ten west. 
It has a conrt house of brick, two stores, two tayems, and 
about twenty families. 

WatCt StHUment, in Crawford county, is sixteen miles 
west from Palestine, and has about twenty fiamilies. 

WaynetvUIe, a town in the southwest comer of McLeaii 
county, on the road from Springfield to Bloomington, and 
on the sooth side of the timber of Kickapoo creek. It 
has 6 stores, 2 groceries, 2 physicians, a Methodist and a 
Presbyterian society, a good school, and a charter for « 
Seminary of learning. It has a fine body of timbn* on 
the north, and a rich, undulating *and beautiful prairie 
south. Population in the Tillage about 150. 

iFeWs Prairie^ and settlement, in Pranklin coanty, fif- 
teen miles east of north from Frankfort. The land is good. 

Weed's Settlement is on a branch of the Vermilion in 
Liringston county. Here Is fine, rolling, rich prairie, 
lime and free stone, coal, and will probably be the loea* 
tion of the county seat. 

Webtter^ a town site in the north west comer of Liriufr* 
ston county on section ten, township thirty north, three east, 
on the south side of the Vermilion ri^er, surrounded with 
great bodies of lime and free stone, coal, and extensiTe 
tracts of rich, undulating prairie. 

WeigU*» Settlement^ in Adams county, has 600 or 700 
indostrioos Germans, of the society of Dankards, and is 
watered by the West fork of McKee's creek. 
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West Fork of Kaskashifl. Biver rises in Macon county, in 
township sixteen north, four east, and enters the main 
stream, ten miles above Shelbjville. The land on its 
borders, in general, is excellent, and the timber good. 

West Fork of Muddy Settlement, in the northwestern 
part of Jefferson county, is a well timbered tract. 

West Fork of Shoal Creek rises irf the north part of 
Montgomery county, in nine north, three west, runs soath, 
and forms the main creek. The average width of the 
timber is two miles. 

West Grove is a body of timber on Pine creek in Ogle 
county. 

WesVs Settlement, in Johnson county, on the east side 
of Cash river, is a fine, fertile tract, and has thirty fami- 
lies. 

Wet Grove, is a small body of timber in Ogle county 
near the head .of Kite creek. 

Whitaker^s Creek, in Greene county, a branch of Apple 
creek on the south side. 

While Hall, a village and post office in Greene county, 
10 miles above CarroTlton, on the road to Jacksonville. 
It' has 9 stores, 2 groceries, 2 taverns, 3 physicians, one 
school, and an incorporation for a Seminary, a steam mill 
in the vicinity, framed houses of worship for Methodists 
and Baptists, and 600 inhabitants. 

Whitley^ s Point is the head of Whitley's creek, in 
Shelbj county, east of the Kaskaskia river, and fifteen 
miles northeast from Shelbyville. The timber and prairie 
are grood. 

Whitley'^s Settlement, on Whitley's creek, Shelby coun- 
ty, fifteen miles northeast from Shelbyville is a mixture 
of timber and prairie. 

White Oak Grove, in Henry county, is a fine body of 
timber. Adjoining it is Andover settlement. 

Whiteside's Settlement, in Pope county, is twelve miles 
west of Golconda on Big Bay creek and the state road, 
and has 100 families. 

Whiteside^s Station, in Monroe county, five miles north 
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of Wateiloo, is one of die oldest Americtn settleiiieiits 
fn niinois. 

fFiggmM*9 Ferry^ oo the Mississippi opposite Sc Loois 
and the property adjoinioir, are owned bj a cempmoj. 
Here are two good steamboats, a piiblie house, \vwBtj 
stable, store, and p^ office. 

WUeoxmU Settlement^ io Folton coontj — good soil. 

WiBiam9*9 Crede rises in Hancoek and enters Crooked 
ereek in Sefan jler eonnty. 

Wi0u*9 Settlement^ in Pntnan eoontj, five mfles east of 
Hennepin, was begnn in 1827, in a rich tract of land. 

WUaen*9 Gnee is a beaotifnl eminence, one aule west 
of Jacksonrille, and now called College Hill. The Illi- 
liois college stands on its eastern slope. 

Wmtkettern in Morgan county, sixteen miles soath west 
of JaeksoBTilie, on section twenty-nine, township fonrteea 
north, in ranffe twelve west of the third priDcq>a] aMri- 
dian, was laid off in 1831, on elevated ground, and is m 
thriving villm, increasing rapidly, has severd stores^ 
mechanics oTvarions descriptions, and apopolation of 
three or fonr hondred. The Baptists, Methodists and Cob- 
gregatiooalists have societies here. It has excellent lime 
and free stone quarries in the vicinity and several mills. 

Wmebaiet^ a town site on the Kankakee, 9 miles above 
its month, and containing half a doxen houses, one store, 
one tavern, two saw mills etc. 

WmdaoTj a town, in fifteen north, nine east on the Borean, 
and on the stage road from Peoria by Princeton to Galena. 
It has 3 stores, 3 groceries, one tavern, one lawyer, one phy- 
sician, one minister and about 100 inhabitants. A grist and 
Bvm mill are near. 

Wmnthago Inlets in Putnam county, passes through se- 
veral ponds into the Winnebago Swamp, in Ogle county. 

Winnebago Swamp is in Henry and Ogle counties, thirty 
miles long, and from one half to three miles wide. 

JVoif Creek is a branch of the.Sangamon river, io Sanga- 
mon coanty. The land is level but well settled. ' 

WolfCreeky in Effingham, enters the Kaskaskia river. 

WolfBun^ in Morgan county, enters Dickerson's lal^ 
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Wood River, in Madison county, enters the Mississippi 
nearly opposite the mouth of the Mfssouri. It rises m 
Macoupin and runs through a fine country. 

Woodbury is a town site and post office on the national 
road, situated in Coles county, containing half a dozen 
families. 

Wood^a Prairie is a small tract of good land in Wahash 
county, ten miles from Mount Carmel. 

Worcester post office is in McDonough county on the 
western side. 

Workman post office in Jersey prairie Morgan county. 

Wyoming, a town site and post office on the east side 
of Spoon river, on section two, township twelve north, six 
east, on the mail road from Hennepin to Knoxville. 

Worley^s Creek, in Adams county, enters Bear creek. 

Yellow Banks are sand blufis of the Mississippi, in 
Warren and Mercer counties, distinguished as Lower, 
Middle, and Upper, at the mouths of Henderson, Pope, 
and Edwards rivers^-the first five miles long. They fur- 
nish convenient landings for steamboats. 

Yankee Setflemetit, in the southwestern part of Cook and 
corner of Will county, a large settlement in a rich undu- 
lating prairie, between Hickory creek, and the Sauganas- 
kee. 

Yellow Creek, in Winnebago county, enters the Peek-a- 
ton-o-kee near its junction with Rock river. It rises near 
Kellogg*s Grove. 

York, a village in Clark county, on the Wabash, con- 
tains one steam saw and flouring mill, four stores, and 
about 300 inhabitants. Its exports amount to £40,000. 
27 
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TABLE I. 



A Table exkUnting the Name of each County^ Date of Forma- 
tion, number of Square MUet, Population according to the 
State centus of 1 835, {eapcepiing certain new counties^ marked 
thu$ *, of which the estimate ie given^) and Seat of Justice. 



COUNTIES. 


DATE. 


dquare 
Miles. 


Population 
1835. 


SEATS OF JU8TICB. 


Adams, 


1835 


810 


7,042 


Quincy 


Alexander, 


1819 


375 


2,050 


Unity 


Bond, 


1817 


360 


3,580 


Greenville 


Boone,* 


1837 


600 


600 


Not established 


Cass,* 


1837 


256 


6,500 


Beard stow n 


Calhoun, 


1825 


260 


1,091 


Guilford 


Champaign,* 


1833 


1008 


1,250 


Urbanna 


Clark, 


1819 


500 


3,413 


Darwin 


Clay, 


1824 


620 


1,648 


Maysville 


Clinton, 


1824 


604 


2,648 


Carlyle 


Coles, 


1830 


1248 


5,125 


Charleston 


Cook, 


1831 


1330 


7,500 


Chicago 


Crawford, 


1816 


426 


3,540 


Palestine 


Edgar, 


1823 


648 


6,668 


Paris 


Edwards, 


1814 


183 


2,006 


Albion 


Effingham, 


1831 


486 


1,055 


Ewington 


Fayette, 


1821 


720 


3,638 


Vandalia 


Franklin, 


1818 


864 


5,551 


Frankfort 


Fulton, 


1825 


874 


5,917 


Lewistown 
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TABLI I.— C01ITIH17BD. 



COUlfTlEa 


DATE. 




('opulatioB 
1835. 


SKATS or josncs. 


Gallatio, 


1812 


760 


8,660 


Equality 


Greene, 


1891 


912 


12,274 


Carroll too 


Hamilton, 


1821 


432 


2,877 


McLeansboro* 


Hancock, 


1825 


775 


3,249 


Carthagd 


Henry,* 


1825 


840 


600 


Not estahlished 


Iroauois,* 
Jackson, 


1833 


14-28 


1,800 


Not established 


1816 


676 


2,783 


BrownsTille 


Jasper,* 


1831 


508 


375 


Newton 


Jefferson, 


1819 


676 


3,350 


Moant YeniOQ 


Jo Daviess,* 


1827 


724 


4,350 


Galena 


Johnson, 


1812 


486 


2,166 


Vienna 


Kane,* 


1836 


1297 


1,500 


Not esublished 


Knox, 


1825 


792 


1,600 


KuozTiile 


La Salle, 


1831 


1864 


4,754 


Ottawa 


Livingston,* 


1837 


1040 


750 


Not established 


Lawrence, 


1821 


660 


4,450 


Lawrenceville 


Macon, 


1829 


1404 


3,022 


Decator 


Madison, 


1812 


750 


9,016 


EdwardsTille 


Maitoupin, 


1829 


864 


6,554 


CarlinYille 


Marion, 


1823 


576 


2,844 


Salem 


McDonoagh, 


1825 


576 


2,883 


Macomb 


McHenry,* 


1836 


960 


1,100 


Not esublished 


McLean, 


1830 


1675 


6,311 


Bloomington 


Mercer,* 


1825 


550 


800 


New BostOQ 


Monroe, 


1816 


360 


2,660 


Waterloo 


Montgomery, 


1821 


960 


3,740 


Hillsboro' 


Morgan, 


1823 


•918 


16,500 


Jacksonville 


Ogle, 


1836 


1440 


1,200 


Not esublished 


Peoria,* 


1825 


648 


4,500 


Peoria 


Sr/'y' 


1827 


446 


2,201 


PinckneyriUe 


Pike, 


1821 


800 


6,037 


Pittsfield 


Pope, 


1816 


576 


3,756 


Golconda 


Putnam, 


1825 


1340 


4,021 


HennepiiT 


Randolph, 


1795 


540 


5,695 


Kaskaakim 
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TABLE l.^-CONTINUED. 



COUiNTIB3. 


DATR 


Square 
Miles. 


Population 
1835. 


8BA.T8 or JUSTICB. 


Rock Island,* 


1831 


400 


850 


Stephenson 


Sangamon, 


1821 


1234 


17,573 


Springfield 


Schuyler, 


1825 


864 


6,361 


Rushville 


Shelby, 


1827 


1080 


4,848 


Shelbyville 


St. Clair, 


1795 


1030 


9,055 


Belleville 


Stephenson, 


1837 


560 


400 


Not established 


Tazewell, 


1827 


1130 


5,850 


Tremont 


Union, 


1818 


396 


4,156 


Jonesboro* 


Vermilion, 


1826 


1000 


8,103 


Danville 


Wabash, 


1824 


180 


3,010 


Mount Carmel 


Warren, 


1825 


900 


2,623 


Monmouth 


Washington, 


1818 


656 


3,292 


Nashville 


Wayne, 


1819 


720 


2,939 


Fairfield 


White, 


1815 


516 


6,489 


Carmi 


Whiteside,* 


1836 


770 


350 


Not established 


Will,* 


1836 


1228 


3,500 


Juliet 


Winnebago,* 


1836 


504 


1,000 


Not established. 



The present population of Illinois (April, 1837) may 
b6 estimated at 375,000. 
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TABLE U. 

A TmbU 9f ike PuhUe Officers in BBmne^hothSimU mmd ]Hm- 
tional, April, 1837. 



GOVERNMENT OF THE STATE. 

His Excellency Joseph Dukcan, GoYeroor; teiiD of 
•erTice expires December, 1838; residence, JacksooTille. 

— — Lieutenant GoTernor, racant. Hon. 

William Datidsoh, Speaker of the Senate, and ex officio 
lieotenant governor till December, 1838.' 

Albxander p. Field, Esq., Secretary of State. 

Lbti Dayis, Esq., Auditor of Public Accounts. 

John D. WnirBsioe, Esq., Treasurer. 

U. F. LiNOER, Esq., Attorney-General. 



UNITED STATES COURT-— For tke District of lainms, 

SAXKB. OFFiCES. KESEDSVCE. 8AI.AST. 

Nathaniel Pope, Judge, Easkaskia, ^1,000 

DaYid J. Baker, U. S. Attorney, do 200, fees 

Harry Wilton, Marshall, Carlyle, 300, fees 

, Clerk, fees, etc 

This court is held at Vandalia, the fourth Monday m 
May, and the first Monday in December, annually. 
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U. a LAND OFFICERS IN ILLINOIS. 



DISTRICTS. 


BSGISTSRS. 


BECEIYERS. 


Kaskaskia, 


Miles Hodgkiss, 


Edward Humphries* 


Shawneetown, 


James C. Sloo, 


John Caldwell. 


Edwardsville, 


Alex. M. Jenkins, 


S. H. Thompson. 


Vandalia, 


Chas. Prentice, 


William Linn. 


Palestine, 


Joseph Kitchell, 


Guy W. Smith. 


Quincy, 


Samuel Leech, 


Thomas Carlin. 


Danville, 


J. C. Alexander, 


Samuel McRoberU. 


Springfield, 


S. A. Douglass, 


John Taylor. 


Chicago, 


James Whitlock, 


E.D.Taylor. * 


Galena, 


James M. Strode, 


John Demint 




MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 




SENATORS. 




VAXES. 


RiSIDEIfCE. 


TEBX EXPIKES. 


John M. Robinson, Carmi, 


March 3d, 1841. 


Richard M. Young, Quincy, 


March 3d, 1843. 



Representativea elect to the Twenty-Fifth Congress; their term 
commenced March 4, 1837. 



DISTRICTS. 



First District f Adam W. Snyder, 
Second District, Yadock Casey, 
Third District, Wm. L. May, 



RESIDENCE. 

Belleville. 
Mount Vernon. 
Springfield. 
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No. 111. 
SUGGESTIONS TO EMIGRANTS. 



CanaJ, SUaun-Boat and StB^c Roates.— Other Modes of Travel 
— ^Expenses — ^Boads, Distances, fte. fte. 

1. Persons in moderate eircomstances, or who woeM 
saTe time and expense, need not make a risit to the West, 
to ascertain particulars previoas to removal. A few gene- 
ra] facts, easily collec^ted from a hundred sources, will 
enable persons to decide the great qnestion, whetho* they 
will emigrate to the Valley. By the same means, emi- 
grants may determine to what State, and to what part of 
that State, their course shall be directed. There are many 
things that a person of plain, common sense will take for 
granted without inquiry, — such as facilities for obtaining 
all the necessaries of life, the readiness with which proper- 
ty of any description may be obtained for a fair Talne, and 
especially farms and wild land, that they can live where 
hundreds of thousands of others of similar habits and fe^ 
ings live; and above all, they should take it for granted, 
that there are difficulties to be encountered in every coun- 
try, and in all business; — that these difficulties can be 
surmounted with reasonable effbrt, patience and perseve- 
rance, and that in every country, people sicken and die. 

2. Having decided to what State and part of the State, 
an emigrant will remove, let him then conclude to take aa 
little furniture and other, luggage as he can do with, espe- 
cially if he comes by public conveyances. Those who 
reside within convenient distance of a sea port, would find 
it both safe and economical to ship by New Orleans, is 
boxes, such articles as are not wanted on the road, ( 
ally if they steer for the navigable waters of the 
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sippi. Bed and other clothing, books, &c., packed in 
boxes, like merchants' goods, will go mudi safer and 
cheaper by New Orleans, than by any of the inland rontes. 
I have recefved more than one hundred packages and box- 
es from eastern ports, by that route, within twenty years, 
and never lost one. fioxes should be marked to the 
owner or his agent at the river port where destined, and to 
the charge of some forwarding house in New Orleans. 
The freight and charges may be paid when the boxes are 
received. * 

3. If a person desiijriis to remove to the north part of 
Ohio and Indiana, to Chicago and vicinity, or to Michi- 
gan, or Green Bay, his course should be by the New 
York canal, and the lakes. The following table, show- 
ing the time of the opening of the canal at Albany and 
Buffalo, and the opening of the lake, from 1827 to 1835, 
is from a report of a committee at Buffalo to the common 
council of that city. It will be of use to those who wish 
to take the northern route in the spring. 



Tear. 


Canal opened 


Canal r 


tpened 


Lake Brie of>ene4 




atBuffii 


io. 


at Albany. 


at Buffalo. 


1827 


April 


121 


April 21 


April 21 


1828 


i« 


1 


i« 


1 


4* l 


1829 


u 


25 


(( 


21) 


May 10 


1830 


«( 


15 


(( 


20 


April 6 


1831 


«« 


16 


«« 


16 


-May 8 


1832 


«( 


18 


it 


25 


April 27 


1833 


«« 


22 


u 


23 


" 23 


1834 


ti 


16 


i« 


17 


6 


1835 


«( 


15 


i« 


15 


May 8 



The same route will carry emigrants to Cleaveland, 
and by the Ohio canal, to Columbus, or to the Ohio river, 
at Portsmouth; from whence, by steamboat, direct com- 
munications will offer to any river port in the Western 
States. From Buffalo, steamboats run constantly (when 
the lake is open,) to Detroit, stopping at Erie, Ashtabula, 



,y Google 



3» 



CkaTdaad, Smmdmskj nd mamj oiker ports. 
■ to ereij pfomiseat towa. T 
le eoflojed ia forwaidin^ goodie 



f* AirnC.%1 



I>Bkirk,N.T. 39 Claidnd,OUo. 3^-153 

Portland, - 18—57 SaadodEj, « 54— dH 

Erie. Pa. 35—93 Amlientbars; U. a 53—399 

Aafatabuk, Ohio, 39—131 I>etiat, Ifich, 1&-317 
Fairport, * S— 163 , 

Fnmneirmttm Ckimgm, MOimaU, 



SL CSair ritcr, MidL, 



40 



Pafaner, 

FortGratiot, 

WbiteBmdi, 



FicJ^Dc Ue, 



17—57 
14—71 
40—111 
70—181 
25—306 
65— 2n 



UeBrale. 

Fort Hovaid, Wis- 

Mfl«»ikce.W.T. 310—94 



FnmCUmtdmmdU Pmiwmwmth vw Ife Oii* C«mL 



Cojaliaea aqoedoct, 
OU Portage, 
Akron, 
New Portage, 

C&DtOD, 


22 

13-34 

4—38 

5-43 

11—54 

11—65 

6—71 

8-79 

3-82 

7—89 

4—93 

22—115 

17— 1» 


IiTiDe, 
Newark, 
Hebron, 

Lickiiig Sammit, 
Lancaster Oanaaii, 
CohimlNis side cot, 
BioooifieU, 
Ctrderille, 
ChillicoCfce, 
PiketoD, 
LocasriHe, 
Portsowoth, (CHuo 
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36—158 

13—171 

10— la 

s— ie« 

U— 197 

18—215 

8-^ 

9—333 

23-355 

14-394 

13-.3R 


.BetDeiebeiii, 
BoCrar, 
Zoar. 
Diover, 

Newouuiers^tovn, 
Cosboctoo, 
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The most expeditious, pleasant and directroate for trav- 
elers to the southern parts of Ohio and Indiana; to the Illi- 
nois river, as far north as Peoria; to the Upper Mississippi 
as far as Qoincy, Rock island. Galena and Prairie da 
Chien; to Missouri, and to Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, 
Natchez and New Orleans, is one of the southern routes. 
These are, — 1. From Philadelphia to Pittshurg, hj rail- 
roads and the Pennsylvania canal; 2. By the Baltimore 
and Ohio rail-road and stages, to Wheeling; or, 3. For 
people livinv to the south of Washington, by stage, by 
the way of Charlottesville, (Virginia,) Staunton, the Hot, 
Warm, and White-Sulphur Springs, Lewisburg, Charles- 
ton, to Guyandotte, from whence a regular line of steam- 
boats runs three times a week to Cincinnati. Interme- 
diate routes from Washington city to Wheeling, or to 
Harper*8 Ferry, to Fredericksburg, and intersect the router 
through Virginia, at Charlottesville. 

From Philadelphia to Pittshurgt by the raU-road and canal. 



Miles. 
Columbia, on the Sus- 
quehanna river, by 
rail-road, daily, 81 

By canal packets to 



Miles. 
Petersburg, 8—221 

Alexandria, 23—244 

Frankstown and Hol- 

lidaysburg, 3—247 

From thence, by rail.road, 

across the mountain, to 
Johnstown 38—285 

By canal, to 
Blairsville, 35 — 320 

Saltzburg, 18—338 

Warreh, 12—350 

Alleghany river 16 — 366 

Pittsburg, 28—394 



The Ptmeer line, on this route, is exclusively for pas- 
sengers, and professes to reach Pittsburg in four days, 
but is sometimes behind, several hours. Fare through, 
^10. Passengers pay for meals. 



Bainbridge, 


11—92 


Middletown, 


n— 109 


Harrisburg, 


10—119 


Juniata river, 


15 144 


Millerstown, 


17—151 


Mifflin, 


17—168 


Lewistown, 


13-181 


Waynesburg, 


14—195 


Hamiltonville, 


11—206 


Huntingdon, 


7—213 
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The Gcoi-bdad line is aUo for paMcasos oiilj, aai 
TUBS \m cmBpeution witk the Pioneer line. 

Leech*s line, called the ** WaUrm Tjmmwpmimiim Umt,^ 
takes both freifbt aad fiassengers. The packet-heats aA- 
Tenise to go throagh, to Pittsharg, in ive dajs, for ^. 

Midship asd steerage passengers in the transportation 
lice, in six and a half dajs— merchandise delivered in 
eight dajs. Generallj, however, then is sosse drlaj. 
Eaigants most not expect to carry more than a saah 
Imnk or two, on the packet-lines. Those who t^e ffoods 
or fomitofp, and wish to keep with it, had better take the 
transportation lines, with more d^y. The price of ncnis 
on board the boats is abont thirtj-seren and a half eenm. 

In all the steaoHboats on the Western waters no addi- 
tional charge is made to cabin passengers for aumlt; nnd 
the ubies are nsaally profusely supplied. Strict ortier m 
observed, and the waiters and officeis are attentive. 

SUmrnbmtrmOefrwmPittAmrgUAewmuiktftkeOH^. 





Miles. 




vaes. 


Middletawn, Pa. 


11 


Gnyndme, Va, 


27— 3t5 


Economy, « 


8-19 


Borlington,Ohio, 


10—315 


Bearer, • 


10-29 




19—334 




13-42 


Concord, Ohio, 


12-346 


SteabcnviUe, Oluo, 


27—69 


Ptfrtnwna (Ohio ca- 


WelWmrgh^V., 


7—76 


nalO 


7—353 


Warren, Ohio, 


6-82 


Vanceba^,Ky., 


20-373 


Wheeling, Va, 


10—92 


Manchester, Ohio^ 


16-389 


Elizabethtown, Va., 


11—103 


M^twfle.Ky, 


11—400 


Sistersville 


34—137 


Charleston,** 


4-404 




27—164 


Ripley, Ohio. 


6-410 


MUrieUa, " 


14—178 


Augnsta,Ky-,' 


8—418 


Parkersbnrg, Va^ 


11-189 


Neville, Ohio, 7—425 


Belpre and Blanner. 


Moscow, * 


7-4» 


haaaeC bland, O^ 


4—193 


Point Pleasant, " 


4—436 


Troy, Ohio, 


10-203 


NewRiehmond, « 


7—443 


BeUeviOe. Va^ 


7—210 


Cbhmibia, 


15-4Si 


I.etart*a Rapids, •• 


37—247 


Fahon, " 


6— JMI 


Point Pleaaant, «< 


27—274 


Cdecdouti, • 


3— "ilS 


Gallipolis, Ohio, 


4— 278 J 


North Bend, 


i5-.4n 
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Bfiles. 
Lawrenceburg, Ind^ 

and mouth of the 

Miami, 8—489 

Aurora, Ind., 2—491 

Petersburg, Ky., 2—493 

Bellevue, « 8—501 

Rising Sun, Irtd^ 2—503 
Fredericksburg, Ky., 18—521 
Vevay, Ind., ' and 

Ghent, Ky., 11—532 

Port William, Ky., 8—540 
Madison Ind., 15 — 555 

New lipndon, *• 12—567 
Bethlehem, ** 8—575 

Weetport, Ky^ 7—582 

~ 15—595 

12—609 



Transylvania, 
Louisville, 
Shippingport, through 

the canal, 2 J— 611 

New Albany, Inif., 
Salt River, Ky., . 
Northampton, Ind., 18 — 654 
Leavenworth, ** 17—671 
Fredonia, ♦* 2—673 



U— 613 
23—636 



Miles. 
32—705 
25—730 
16-.746 
12—758 
36—794 
12—806 



Rome, Ind., 
Troy, ♦» 

Rockport, ** 
Owenburff, Ky., 
Evansvilfcf Ind., 
Henderson, Ky., 
Mount Vernon, Ind., 28—834 
Carlhaffe, Ky., J2— 846 

Wabash river, ♦* 7—853 
Skawneetawn, 111., 11—864 
Mouth of Saline, ** 12—876 
Cave in Rock, »« 10—886 
Golconda, *» 15-^905 

Smithlandf .mouth of 
the Ckimberland ri- 
ver, Ky., ] 0—915 

Paducukf mouth of 
the Tennessee ri- 
ver, Ky.,' 13—928 
Caledonia, III., 31—959 
Trinity, mouth of 

Cash river, 111., 10—969 
Mouth of the Ohio . 

River, 6—975 



Persons who wish to visit Indianopolis will stop at 
Madison, Indiana, and take the stage conveyance. From 
Louisville, by the way of Vincennes, to S^. Louis by 
stage, every alternate day, two hundred and seventy-three 
miles, through in three days and a half. Fare, seventeen 
dollars. Stages run from Vincennes to Terre Haute and 
other towns up the Wabash river. At Evaruville, Indiana, 
stage lines are connected with Vincennes and Terre Haute; 
and at Shawneetown twice a week to Carlyle, Illinois, 
where it intersects the line from Louisville to St. Louis. 
From Louisville to Nashville by steamboats, passengers 
land at Smithland at the ihouth of Cumberlana river, un- 
less they embark direct for Nashville. 

In the winter, both stage and steamboat lines are uncer- 
tain and irregular. Ice in the rivers frequently obstructs 
28 
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■arigattGO, and high waters and had roads sometimes pre- 
TeDt stages from ronoing regolar) j. 

Farmers who remoYe to the West from the Xortheni 
and middle States, will find it adTantageoas, in many vr- 
stances, to remote with their own teams aad wagoas. 
These thej will need on their arrival. Antomn, or froai 
September till November, is the favorable season for this 
mode of emigration. The roads are then in good ordo-, 
the weather asoally favorable, and feed plenty. People of 
all classes, from the States sooth of the Ohio river, Temow9 
with large wagons, carry and cook their own provisioas;, 
purchase their feed by the bushel, and invariably rmump 
omiai night. 

Individuals who wish to travel through the iatetior of 
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, £e., will find that 
the most convenient, sure, economic and independent 
mode is on horsdiack. Their expenses wiU be fit:m sev- 
enty-five cents to one dollar fifty cents pir day, and they 
can always consult their own con veniepce and pleasure as 
to time and place. 

Stage fare is usually six cents per mile, in the West. 
Mealsy at stage-houses, are thirty-seven and a half cents. 

Steoai BoeU Fare^ imdrndimg JfesZt. 

From Fittaborg to C^cinnati, $ 10 

** C^cinnati to LooisviDe, 4 

** Louisville to St. Louis,* 12 

And frequently the same from Cincinnatti to St. Loois^ — 

varying a little, however. 

A deck passage, as it is called, may be rated as follows: — 
From Pittsburg to dncinnati, $ 3 

** Cincinnati to LooisviDe, 1 

•> Louisville to SL Louis, 4 

The deck for such passengers is usually in the midship, 
forward of the engine, and is protected from the weathei^ 
Passengers fomish their own provisions and bedding. 
They often take their meals at the cabin table, with the 
boat hands, and pay twenty-five cents a meal. Thonsasda 
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pass up and down the rivers as deck passengers, especi- 
ally emigrating families, who have their bedding, provis- 
ions and cooking utensils on board. 

The whole expense of a single person from New York 
to St. Loi}is, by the way of Philadelphia and Pittsburg, 
with cabin passage on the river, will range] between g40 
and $ 45; — time from twelve to fifteen days. 

Taking the transportation lines on the Pennsylvania 
canal, and a deck passage in the sjteam-boat, and the ex- 
penses will range between $20 and $25, supposing the 
person buys his jneals at twenty-five cents, and eats twice 
a day. If he carry his awn provisions, the passage, &c., 
will be from gl5 to $18. 

The following is from an advertisement of the Western 
Transportation, or Leech's line, from Philadelphia:^ 





Miles. 


IMys. 


Pare. 


Fare to Pittsburg, 


400 


6a . 


$ 6 00 


** Cincinnati, 


poo * 


8 50 


«* LouigviUe, 


1050 


13 


9 00 


" Nashville, 


1650 


13 00 


" St. Jiouis, 


1750 


14 


13 00 


The above does not include meals. 






Packet-boats for 


Cabin Passengers, (same 


line.) 




Miles. 


DAya. 


Pare. 


Fare to PitUburg, 


400 


5 


$ 7 00 


" Cincinnati, 


900 


8 


17 00 


** Louisville, 


1050 


9 


19 00 


" Nashville, 


1650 


.13 


27 00 


" St Louis. 


1750 


13 


27 00 



Emigrants and travellers will find it to their interest 
always to be a little skeptical relative to statements of 
stage, steam and canal-boat agents; to make some allow- 
ance in their own calculations for delays, difificulties and 
expenses; and above all, to feel perfectly patient and in 
good humor with themselves, the officers, company, and 
the world, even if they do not move quite as rapidly, and 
fare quite, as well as they desire. 
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EMIGRATION. 

While OD this subject, we would say, for the benefit of 
those who haTe detenDined oo coming to the Weit, that 
the SlaU tf IQhum* ofien ererj possible iadneeaeBt to 
C Mymto , Tins State is adTanciBg lapidljia popvlalioa, 
and when her public works, which are progresstng' wiik 
all possible speed, are completed, and in soccesslbl ope- 
latioa, she will be the adouratioa of the ^ £tf West.** 
It being bj far the richest State io soil la the UatOB, of 
coarse it bcJds oat the greatest prospect of adractzge t* 
farmers. Here, too, there is pleotj of room for formeis, 
there being ynax qnantities of first rate land lying in evcfj 
direction oncnltitated, irhich maj be had tcij cheap, and 
one acre of it jrill prodcce at least three times as mock 
as Ae same amount of land in most of the easton Staled 

If rural oeeopatioas are pleasant abd profitable any 
where in our country, they must be pccnliariy so in Illi- 
nois, for here the prodnce (rf'the former springs up almost 
spontaneously, less than one-third of tlw labour beii^ne- 
cessary on the forms here thai is required on the forms in 
die east. Indeed, Illinois may with propriety be called 
the ** C^anaan'' of America! 

Industrious mechanics, mme particularly brickmakcrs, 
briddayeis and carpenteiB, are much wacted in dw 
Tarioos towns in Illinois. We know of no better place 
west for a permanent location; and we hope that sense of 
those who bate been so unfortunate at the east, wID come 
on, and mend their broken fortunes in a state where enter- 
prise and industry meet with a sure rewaid. 
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